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1 | Commanieated — by 
Hassan Charge 
 Atfaites 


ie L, Malot 


‘ToSir L, Mallet 


34, Sir W, Townley 


8m] To Sir W, Townley | 


=) 


5 | Sir W. Townley 


Jan, 5,1914 | TranePersign Railway, Russian Govern 
eat sees 00 objections to Frevch Lega: 
tion gariipating in appicaticn for option 
(see No, 20). : 


erection of totudas 


n an frontier. Refers to Nu. 2 
(Control of funds abould be in hands of 
foot commisioners. Unnecessary” 
attach" paymaster to Persian’ Cour. 


Part XXXVI, 


Refers to No. 94, 


Mobammorah-Khoremabad Mal 
fates withdrawal of part 

whieh "would fan 

scheme, " Soxgests slternative courts. 
What do Tis Majex ernment pro- 
poms? (one No. 88) Ki 


Gorman activity in Azerbaijan, Rasian 
‘Government ato disturbed by. Gives ior 


10 Tel . Kboremabad Railway. 


‘Confidential No. Informe of projected 


(Contontia 


erations axalast Lars 
lint survey shoald be contin 
how (sce No. 9) 


| 
2 14, 1918 | Azerbaijan financial 


hase citadel and a. relations bi 


ian conala and Finance 


dish officers’ relations with German 
ppresentatives in Pers ‘Transnits 
telegram frou Sir P, Cox reporting on 


20 hb Anerbaijan. ‘Trannite deqatch from Mr. 
tion during his five mouths at Tabriz 
Signe of tightening of Russian bold on the 
[province and ite detachneat from ‘Tehran 
Bugxests steps which might be taken & 


Sie W. Towsley 


To Sir G, Bachavan, 


To Sir W. Towoley. 


‘To Sir G. Bochanan., 


Confident 


Date, 


Kermanshab-Khasikn road, ‘Tosnits note 
to Persian Goverment proteting against 
tnaladninstration of Fars Face aod 
injury to Bein trade by levy of egal 
taxes on road (ove Nos 78) f 


Political sitoation, Position of Vossuk. 
Resignations from Cabinet and eharnotees 
A Muistere reaping, 


Salare-owleh, Reports his visit to 
St. Petersbargh with Shuacor-Sultanoh, 


Soulet-od-Dowleh and Lkhaniship of ‘Kash 
fguis Trauamits despatch from Shirns, 
FF ot in favour of Boulet dc 
advocated by” Major O'Convor, 


Road between Bash 

‘and Shims open, Nod for farthar money 

xeodarmerie. “Do ile Majeaty’s 
intend 10, advance fa 

sum for Pars gendarmerie (s00 No. 8)? 


Karon irigation 
Part XXXIV, 
reported ein. feasible, and con. 
for by = 40n of 
Tf carried out, schome will 
Ingdoenee wouth wards, bat 
tange Heitiah interests 
Na Idi) 


hrs gendarmerie. Refers 
Teast dong trom Sian 
‘on journey to Katara 
fatack on All Mobauned 


Tranh-Perian Ralway. Tato 
for Foreign Alling 

Part XXXVI, No. 197 

frocks sal 

tegetion shen crtatione 

ort of Ie and covnidersd tat un 

Iie ATajetyn-Goveraisent would all 
vroald to const 


Keeioan mining concession, Pears that eon: 
‘comion may’ be wrecked owing. Minister 
i Poreiga AMalry opposition (see No, 22) 


‘Trans-Perian Uailway, Refers to No 1 

Points ont objection to application being. 

no by mocidts. but is wiling to accede 
Ruins wish (seo No. 26) 


wttel-Arab Commission, Refer to] 
Part XXXVI, No 196 To do. ttmost | 
to expedite Fersian Government's reply | 
(sor No, 28, atl “Asiatic Turkey” anal | 
Arabia,” Part XIL, No 28) 


No. 12, 


Page 
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= ‘Sir W. Townley Jan, 21, 1514 | Cabinet Reports on present stnation, and 

Fa 6,111 | MotanmerRhornatad Raley, Cae fests foray of uta caren with 

tain Crosthwalte wishes to go to Engl ice” Arfa-ed-Dowioh regarding, tho 

for six months. Has deprecated Persian Cabinet and gendarmerie ineneawe 
‘roposal for making’ Sail-ed-Dowlch Go- 

jurstan, aud. recommended 


Gendarmerie. expedition against the Tate. 
Swalting Niram-es-Saltsh (4 Nov). Talore of blonds plan for operations 


against the Lars. 


Shattel-Arab map, Transits despateh 
from Mr. Wratinlaw suggesting, need for 
‘fresh map of the river a 


Kerman miniag concession. Refers. to 

‘Ne- 44, Minister for Foreign Affairs now 
professes to be imost wager to carry out 
Promise to syndicate (sce Now 86) we 


sin, Bochanan «4 Kernan ii concoion al Trane Peran 
SEZ Bonne Railwe tefera to No. 67. Tuterview 
WS Raith, Vin iggerton es 
2 pest ofan fr ey 
bane edad 

unian gry weal 

treet stog eoncmson (ro No.3), 


Kerman mining concession md rans-Persian 
Railway. Extends No, 97 | 
Ex-Shah Has left for Hertn to be treated 
for diabetes. “Minister for Roreljgn AMiaies 
ot think e will aitowpt toeturi to 
Persia owing to ill-health “i 
To Sir W. ‘Towsley. Main-ate Rofers to No. 24, Shout ‘To Sir W, Townley... 
Ne ; |" press for witha at of Muin's concession, % 
then take action suggested by Sit nig Affairs importance 
Hox, Conditions on which he may, in Majeats"s Goverttoont (0 
Tank esort, ae 
restoration ol r : ‘ 


Sit W. Townley.) 45 Tel, Tarkivh viow-cousol at Lingal,  Ministor for 

1 a Affairs fears refusal of Turkish 
ouet for exequatur may cate trouble, 
Dut will await: opportunity for abolishing 
owt tO Os x 


Kernan Refers to 
bu explained 10 





8. Nay a | 
Sign Affairs to grant extension, and 
toestablch onter in Guristan, sid sam | 
him as to treating railway nyo State To SirG. Buchanan, 46 Mint contract, Imperial Bank and Tu 
anfertakiiges sy Hank have arrange quosion of inpurtae 
horomabad al ie ah al 
2 Tel. dhcp pve 99 Keneral agreement for seven youre Ms 
‘goats Oroathwalte should i et y 
if iatrtions toga ‘To Persian Railways 
‘Of urvey arty ae ‘Syolicate 


‘Motaumorab-Khoremabyd Railway, Replica 
Deproeates Sails appoin | 


Thprveatos suet for 
nutvey fom Koren to Dist 
in aatimn, Obvorvations ropa. proe 
posal for constructing te on crn of 
Errccnmonts  Reverven reply ty 10. roe 


Sie W. Townley ..| 99 Toh Gendarmerie nt Razor, Colonel at Shira 
Tuas roinforeed post at Kazerun avwing’ 
unsatisfactory coporta from there 


‘Traus-Versian Railway. Reasons ford Sir W. Townley.) 46 Tel, 
ating: proposal made in Persia,” Part {confidential 
NXXVI, No.8, that joint Technical Com- 

ould be aceumpanied by Beitish 
fit Russlan troops In tho two spheres. 
respectively... Taare 


4 
(Confidential 


fan Railway and Keri miuinie 
Baluchi ratte, Transmit dospatel from Refers ta No. 7h, Sets forth 


esta reporting frejoeney of aa Sxtent to seh AT Gren way te 
cuss sets fr puting sept bot sole sting” Conaers 
Topetsanta Pain OF nota 


Kermausha-KareicShirin rond, Refers to| Reo 


nfs anna deep ia Hata 
corcberang Giaaat elisa Spee Sie 0, Bustanan 
anit” emplisising Farman Farma's is 1. i -abusltes 
thee (a0 No 5 auayay erties ac a 
eosin aed yl ty cn Sait fil 
odd nv Kehna 0 Turk ftir ee fro Musas ind Fron grou 
(ution Now Te Trauealt espe 
ten Kassin pring “Pawan 


ro Kori oi 


Ahoshire-lapahan road Refers to Prva 
condition ot (8 J Part XMRVE, No. Transat to 
raudumn by: Mee Chick on nate of nod 

pling arrangemonts on ren beeen 
Vata Monkite yes ae 


Farma’s dofence for 





tous for an expedition to 
lapian ile wats tney, Conus, 
munition 4, seal 
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Sir W. Townley 


Hortlot 


Sir W, Townley 


Synilcate 


‘Trowwury 6 


| Sir WW, Towwotey 





| Consul-ieneral Sir C. 


To Mr, Grooway. +. 


Porsian Railways 


a3 


56 el. 











laniatan, Refers to Nos. @ and 2, Dis- 
uses the seioun problows mised’ by the 
rmeries projected. operations near 

id and. Ferman Fatma proposed 
tonic jn which Hasan 
enon is exerted and reasons. Trane- 
sits despatch from Uatadan thecespon 


Cossack brigade in North Persia. Persian 
fear of, aud evidence of Russian intention 
to. increase force in Northern Persis 50 
that gendarmorio will only be used south 
fof their zine. Discusses position which 
would then be created. Utility of the 
gewlarmerie (seo No.119) 


Gorman tade to Persian Gulf, Discusses 
Feported arrangement between Hall Lige 
snd Hamburg-America Line for regular 
wervico to Gulf ports... vs 


Baluchi raid on Gam, A party. . 
armen under, Swedish flee have tele 
Kerman for Bara, to repel Haluchis (see 
No. 102). 


Kegan ining concession an Tans Prin 
Thlway. Tafoens of M._Matalovitehs 
wih gute wih nye aad 
ugicests, that question Of allgnaient 
tryin Kerioan son bn dncuasel with 

teforand ss 


Mobanmerab-Khoremabad Rallvay, ‘Trnase 
my elegran fo Pan eg a 
Dita hendginrtore. norm ot pee 
etl oly ad woke for obwareations 


Lage Iona. to Peri 
he SSNVE, Novos ts 
Any asta gettin, Ages that 
Grima jewels won not Salve peoblem 
of Persian finance ” Fe 


Molamimerb-Khorematad Railway. Iefore 
to No. 09, Gonlarmori’s operations at 
Burujird may enable survey party to moro 
in April, and therefore ‘considers. party 
should rooain at Dizful (ato No, 103) >. 


Baluchi and gendarmerie, Rofersto No. 97, 
Reports defeat of Haluchi fore by sauall 
party of goudariiorio near Kerman 


Mobaigunoral-Khoromabad Railway. Refers 
to No, 101, Repeats) tologeam fe 
consi at Abwix strongly. deprecating 
furvey pasty remaining at Diaful in pre= 
ferondo to Abate 


Cossack brigade and. gendarmerie. Refers 
to No. 38. Rosslan Governuieat agree to 
ber of Swedish oficers if 

south, aod 

wish for a large increas in Cossack force, 
Persian Government uawilling to grant 
Russian request (sev Nos, 109 and 118) 


Minister for Foreign Adaics 
Pet by Iusias cossulegeneral, ia 
openly losotordnateaud thwarts fa 
stiaaistration. Te asks for In Majesty's | 
Goverment suport i 

bm (see Nos. 110 and 112) 








To Sir G. Buchanan 


‘To Persian Railways 


Syndicate: 


Sir W. Towaley 


‘To Sir W. “Townley. . 


Sir W. Townley: 


Sir G. Buchanan 


65 Tol, 





I. | Feb, 25, 1914 








Generl-General of Pars. Reports attempt 
fife of Belgian fanelal agont wt 
i, and Governor-General’s supitioness 
gto his hostility to foreiguers 


Reports gendarmerie ioverse at 
Kazeron, Major Ohlson reported killed 
(roe No, 108) ° ie 


Kasorin, opeate elon (smn Shfa 
Tt ono ois 
larmere's strong yin aor 
penta ae, being a Alajor Ohio 


f 
death contrmed, Mrs, Olilon is with 
genlarwos (sev NOU), ae 


Cossacks and gendarmerie, Refers to 
AO, Hossian Miniter unicertaiy as 
{his instructions, bot thinks prokibition 
of employment obly. applies 10 five pro: 
‘inces contiguous to frontier and Caepiat, 
Has sopgested aengement, which he 
horeby” Cossack’ posts aro 


Russian 
Ministoe's conciliatory epsvcl to Minintor 
for Foreign Mfairs regarding si 


Rass 
Tein 


troops on the fr 
siderable: alana, Russian Ministers ex 
planation (sew No, 128) i 


Averbaljine Refers to No 105. Mo speak 
to Minister for Foreign Affsire on the 
attitude of the Governor-General 


Motiammidrab-Khoromatad Kaslway Itofers 
94. Informs. of views exprended 

101 anil 103, Inclined to defor 

fe the lows of Hit eo-onal at 
Abiwady doprecating traislor of snevuy 
Hondquartors to Diath (see 


Kasoran Wight coinues at Kater, 
\Connanteation wit spat interrupted, 
(Copal Kilandor as eft Shira eth 
relforcomeats (wo No 131) i 


Goxsaci aid geuamerie, fara to 
Nout, 03,an8 104. Sogyosts informal 
lucoon ‘with Hissina Missed 
Pera sett for 
cn 
tw oversea ee No. 108) 


Harujird, Proposes sending wilitary attach’ 
to Jou gendarines at Barajind, Mle would 
obtain ich useful information (see 
Nod). te ne al 


Azerbaijan. Refers to, Now 112, Minister 
fou Foran “Mas defence of Shu 
whom He esasidered indispensable 
prossed to him concern af insubordination 
In Russian cousdlar service, M, Stzonot 
fill” tolegraph instructions (0 askure 
Shujts goo behaviour (eee No, 26) 
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Sir G. Buchatian 


‘To Sir W, Townley. 











Feb, 24, 1914 





eS 
from Mr. Wratislaw enclosing first procts- 
erbal, and reporting on delimitation work 
dows’ Shattel-Arab to, Fao, std op) 
Khaiyin Canal (oe No, 180). 


‘Trans-Persian Railway. —‘Transmits aide 
‘ndnoire from Russian Goveroment reply- 
ing to “Persia,” Part XNXVI, No. 197, 
Calling attention to delay caused in project | 
Dy His Majesty's Government, and stating 
their ‘view that. option for’ the whole | 
engi of the proposed ine shoul be 
‘applied for now e 


Kerman mining concession, Teefers to 
No, BI. Transtilts ailecworre from 
Russian’ Government suggesting: fu 
[roposal for settleteut of qu 
heetod by Raileay Ci 
sueosured eft, id ndertako 
to. grant syndicate ‘working 
tviverals founid there, Ce might 
ectinte togethir (see Ni R 


Razors Refey to No. 114. Potton | 
“ned Hh oo 
tinal of seulrmen, who aco pect | 
Tsiogel. tiaforsoments web ae 

(cohen ene 
Voit of wary staché to Larisa Refers 
Vo No JHE Newoan why ane] 
Mie (ee NOI a 


Kazeron. KRofers to, Nos 121, Situation 
Mill vry serious Hopes that with eine 
forceants combina forces will beable 
toreninh Inungenta Pervan Governisent | 
fate Major Oiton ia only wounded (| 
Nowy. cred 

Visit of itary attaché to. Lanta. 
Reason Nos 192 would opyear t0-bs | 
se ipod oF Non 118 
(Geo No, 125). eA 


nuilitary attaché to Luristan, Rofors 
24 tout peer Mae Stel | 
renitin at‘Tebran sy 


Reform o No t7 Wt 
aot, a Gore 
tno longer take. 
{rom Tehran, Tostructions sont by Rusia | 
Minister (see No, 180) : ral 


Bria trade 
to. ees XNXVI, No, 42 
‘Tranemite fodiat Goxorstaent’s obser: | 
vations “on closure i Poria™ 
Pare XXXVI, No. 42, Concurs with| 
them rogardiag- steps to. bo takou to | 
prouiote Brtish trade, and trust that | 
Eensuls” will promete onganiation of | 
Tegular transport servico on sowthera | 


Russian troops. Refers to Now 111, Minis- 
ter for Foreign Affairs states Kaxvia 
‘etachment has ever exevoded 1,600, and, 
{hat stop ato being taken to effect with- 


Date. 


Sonsnor. 








To Sir G. Buchanan... 


Sir W. Townley 


Sir 0, Buehavan 


Sir W. Townley 








Mar. 5, 1914 


5, 





Kanuri, Refers to No. 198, Gondarmes 
have occupied Kazerun, and Nasri Divan, 
‘with all is rem, has fled (see No: 181), 


Aneratjn. Refers to No, 186, Strong 
itn as conta ay 
ecg fanaa dicing 
toopeaking in pate of pulinsts pre: 
graph of No. 117 (see No. 182), m . 


Kazerun, Refers. 10 No, Toforms of 
endarmories losses, "Colouel: Merrill is 
acting ax Military Governor of Kaze 


Azerbaijan, Refers to No.190,_ Tuformy of 
Communication maite t0 Mi 
‘orsign Affais (s00 Nos, 188-40 197) 


Avoxtatjon, Refers to No, 120, Las pointed 
‘out 0 Russian Atubassddor that separation 
fof Azerbaijan. would raise quettion of 
intoxrit i -Auglo-Russian 
Agreetient (#00 No. 184) 


mi Bends Noy 19, Hs toni 

Avalvnad offs to pate 

gt N38 sip ot ra 
angers which would be iavaved 

Perna Govurnx-Goperal ig peo 

Te Eales 


outage such action (seo No, 1 


eral af Ketan, | Deptiay of 
Samar Motashim forhis posts Max urged 
‘on hi to co-operate with gendatiorte hud 
Aancial adisiteasin aaa) 


Gorinan activity ot Kavi nlf Amabistan, 
Tr rt by A Chk gag 
count of nl shgting” actin. by 
Moser. Lynch to counteract. 


Averbaijan, Refors to. No, 117, Minister 
for Borvigh Affairs states British roporta 
orate, that Shi ins bo 

Seal Fy sian conslegtirl wate | 
ive troublo, and that Russia would wot 
fallow soparation of provinoo qkew No, (78) 


formige’s relations 
ioc anges 


sition, Rafory ta 
wnt lve Heft for 


Far gendarmerio expenses. | Sots forth 
present financial condition of Persia, Kins 
fico ed for. continu af gee 

ood work, wid urges that st 
‘0150000 neva for Fyry fore tna. be 
‘advanced by His Majesty Goveruniat 0 
Persian Governinent (508 Nos.177 aud 187) 


Siiation i orate Convaration with 
Russian Minister rogardinye Medjliss, Ai 
ed-Dowiol, neutral zons, growl Russia 
fnflvencs in Aspabay,-employuseut of 
gendarmerio in Northern Persia, atl tn 
tervaso of Cossack foroo a 
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‘Sir W. Townley 


40 
(Confidential 


| 68 
Confidential 








Fob. 10, 1914 





Popian rovenies. ‘Trassnits statement by 
rosea sowing am eo 
uring year ening 20th Marcy 1913, 
A Meciued opimite ove he ature 


Governor General of Txpuban,  Deparare 
of Sas Salta take sp fost ae 
Tissonsons among. the Bakar i to 
cater - a 


Karun irrigation scheme, Refers to No. 10. 
Hovernor-Geuoral of Lspahan is goin to 
{dg his utaiont to wreck the schoue, as TE 
‘Would injury the Bskbtiari pastures 


Sale of Crown jowols: Refers to + Persia,” 
Pare XXXVE, No. 191, Has explained 
advantages of to Russian Minister. Latter: 

uk instructions, but doubted, poss 
Uility of proper control, Said he thought 
tho money would be well spent =| 


‘Monthly summary, Transmits .. — ..| 


Russian Bank in Persia, Conversation with 
Rustin Minister, Latter’ wish for 
orthern rovonues to be pledged as 
security and thus paid into the Russian 
avy and his assurance that the tank's 
methods would be overhauled. Pointed! 
‘oat the evils of the bank lending money 
‘on mortgage, and fndis ant of 
Russian protection 


Seistan, Rofers to No.A8._Tnforms of visit 
‘of Shiaukat-ul-Mulk co Tehran, and assigte 
neo given to him to settle 
to governorship of Selstan 
‘of detention of Hash 
apd ade to him frp 


NI, No. 142. 

‘agreonene with Ministey of Publ 

Of 21st Docomber, 1911, Refers to article 8 
Part NXVIU, 


‘TraneePorsian Railway. Conversation with 
Latter much avene to idea of 

ree sections and 

division of interests thersin according to 
is suggestion that, to protect 

lsh interests iy south part of neutral 
sone, His Majesty's Government should 
reserve for Batish capital ine from Bunder 
Abbas to Mohamineral: via Shiraz, and, 
to obtain Russian conieut therato allow 
‘Traus-Persias (0 pass through Kermai. 
Concurs in thse views (see No. 158). 


Muga, ters ob Tp Tamia 

spate from Tspahan ropirting increas 

etry of Rossin couvolate and bul 
Thal resus of wholesao extension of 
Ruin powetion see 


Shattel-Arsb Convention. ‘Transmits note 
to Persian Goveriment asking thom to 
‘Accept Commission's right to levy dues on 
Perslan vessels, and Persian note recog 
ping thistight ee 











Sir G, Buchanan. 


Communicated by: 
Rossian Ambasss- 
dor 


Sie W, Townley 


Poryiaa —_ Itailway 
Syndicate 


Sir W, Townley 4 


‘To ir G, Buchanan, 





155, 
dential 





Mar. 4, 1914 





‘rane Pea Rasa. . 
Simmarnes preset posiden, Vonstrtan 
Uy eter of vo proposed algae ine 
fee ig. aca the 
Howeramenta, Sugesty therefor that 
Ua Majesty's Goneznent shold agree 

tenga foot without eaten 

St auuthern svt, nd pepe tet 

Srves should be Conf! tr deciding 

Tee alignment tatsteon Yeu and Bune 

Aas "Adeantages of thie gous 

Quectinaof Mongolia, This; and testa 

Ze raid also" bo. discus sible 

Onjecionn to propa 

No 150 fea Nov 103) : 


‘Turoo-Persian frontion, Russian Goverti 
tment hayy called Porte’s attention to. 
action of Wn 
Fogard to the 
‘gosta that THis Majesty's) Gove 
‘hould take similar stops at Constante 
nople (600 NO, TTB) ne as 


Aveetnijan. Bofors to No, 197, At request 
Of Minister for Foreign’ Affairs, Russian 
Minister has informed iy Government of 
Gabinot’s wish to dismiss Shuja from, 

ek et aa oot 


marco, and Cosmiake, Rafer’ to 
Nor 116. Raman Molter cooaforn hat, 
Aulag raha Govorumeat ageeo 10 
fauliitieat ‘of Comaeka Ia word, 
Ruan Governmend wil one 
Swell ofees, wid tha 
Majesty's Governantngtoa (0 uego 
Poni Goverment to ‘ect tua 
wasn ve ie 
Aneto bmphoyment of ou 

in orn yrovineot ee No 18) 


to No i auton 
‘that party should remain at Ahwaz ponds 
ing restoration of Reourity hu countrys 


Pross intorviow sith Itusslan Minister, 
Weports  ussian Miiator's instructions, 
sud TRsaian. policy. rogardinig various 
Persia problons ae 


Gondarierie incrense. Rofors to Nov 156, 
Sots forth rrasonod attitude of tts 
towards juostion 

nnot adioit Russia's 

enease, as witht 


ith 
fuent which [lis Majesty's 
‘wolld support ubject. ti reorganisation 


casuck force. ‘To discuss matter with 
stor for Foreign Affairs (Heo No. 166) 


Kalar-ed-Dowleh, Persian Ministor says, 
Salar couteanplates returning to Persia tn 
the spring and renewing operations (see 
Noes Pa cH 
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Mae, 13, 1914 








Gendarmerie. Poiots out th 
fact that gendarmerie operations. bare 
taken place in the north, certain words in 
‘No. 159 are misleading: (see No. 162) 


Gendarmerie. To amend instructions in 
‘No. 159 iu accordance with Ne, 181, and 
euphasise successful result of gendar- 


merie’s presence near Hamada ; 


‘Trans-Porsian Railway, No objection to, 
‘questions in No. 168 being discussed at 
‘nterdepartimental conference, but question 
Of alignment east of Bundor Abbas should 
be excluded, ond committee's conclusions 
roaring, alterative 
{0 Commites of Inperat Defence 


Mohiammerab-Khoremabad survey. Refers 
to No. 8% Trauamits letter frum Mr, 
Maclean respecting geueral situation, 
Informs of telogratn nent to bam regarding: 
‘extension of option period to be demanded 
anu exercise by Persian, Govn 
their option for Mohsuueral-Di 
nd Dizful-Khoremabad sections separ- 
ately ie tas si 


Situation is. not yet agwured. 
by. gendarmas took place 
when town was tetaken (seo No, 171) 


eco os anys irs 
era ahs taste 

$s Se ete 
sie tint Seat eee 
otis lpieraeetar my eames 
Wrcayeretres 
ea at ens ee 
eect geo 
Rieu ts omeeuat ecu 
eesthpargiel Goo i 

gran spares 6 Ariel 
racy ua tos 
die ae thane atte 
ieee ws a on 
as neti 


Goria trade tn 
* Persia.” Park 


General observations on Mi Clee. rox 
posals. Cannot recomuend British frie 
Xo take moro active interest iy Persian 
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CONFIDENTIAL, 





Correspondence respecting the Affairs of Persia and 
Central Asia. 


Parr I. 


[Tn continuation of “ Persia” Volume, Part XXXVI] 





1659] No. 1. 
Note verbale communicated by Russian Chargé d’ Affaires, January 5, 1914, 


LE Ministre des Affaires Btrangdres de Perse, ayant appris que les Légations 
Angleterre et de Russie, comptaient demander au Gouvernement pee Voption 
peas le Trans-persan pour la Société d’Wtudes, a témoigné, par Ventremise du 

inistre de Perse \ Saint-Pétersbourg, le désir que cette demande soit formulée par 
Ja Société d'Etudes elle-méme et directement, afin de donner \ la question un caractére 
Wune entreprise privée—plus acceptable aux yeux des nationalistes. 

Ces derniers s'opposeraiont, d’apr’s Vossough, A une démarche officielle “ anglo- 
russe,” et la participation dans la démarche de la Légation de France lui paraitrait, 
dans tous les cas, désirable si le procédé privé (par la Société d’ tudes) n'est: pas jugé 
acceptable. 

Vossough a déja été Vobjet d’attaques de la part des nationalistes pour les 
décisions prises au sujet des Chemins de Fer Djoulfa~Tauris et Mohammerah— 

rremabad. 

M, Sazonof pense, en conséquence, que son point de vue pourrait étre pris en 
considération, et pour sa part il ne verrait pas d’objections 4 y acquiescer. 

Tl semble de toutes facons au Gouvernement Impérial que cette question (demande 
option) devrait Gtre régiée sans trop de délai. 


Ambassade Impériale de Russie, Londres, 
led janvier, 1914, 





(601) No. 2. 
Sir L, Mallet to Sir Baward Grey—(Received January 5.) 
‘No. 6.) 
Ublegrphio) R. Constantinople, January 5, 1914. 
FOLLOWING from British commissioner, Turco-Persian frontier, dated Basra, 
3rd January — 


“My despatch No. 2. 
“Persian commissioner now informs me that the sum of 10,000 tomans has been 
ut at his disposal for the expenses of his Commission, and is available at the 
{Netter custom-house, 


[1667} B 












B 


“Tehran telegram No. 407 of 5th December. 
“T venture to deprecate idea of attaching a paymaster to the Persian Commission 
to control the expenditure of the Persian share of the proposed loan of 10,0002, 
No suitable offical is available here, and, in my opinion, it would be better that the 
control of the funds for the erection of boundary sarks should be vested in the British 
and Russian commissioners, whose Governments udvanced the money, or else in the 
four frontier commissioners as provided in article 8 of annex (A) to the protocol. 
“(Addressed to Constantinople and Tehran.)” 





Russian Ambassador agrees that it would be better that the four frontier 
commissioners should control the expenditure as provided in article 8. 








[601] No. 3. 
Sir Bdward Grey to Sir L. Mallet. 
(No. 6.) 
(olegraphic.) T, Foreign Ofiee, January 6, 1914. 
YOUR tologeam No. 6 of bth January : Tuteo-Persian (ron 





T agree that it is unnecessary to attach paymaster to Persian Commission, and T 
concur in control of funds being vested in four frontier commissioners. Tf your Russian 
colleague has authority to express similar 
Mx, Wratislaw accordingly. 

(Repeated to Tehran, No.3.) 





to Commission yon should 














(1142) No. 4, 


Mr, Greenoay to Foreign Office. (Received January 9.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 

, January 8, 1914. 

T BEG. to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the Gth instant, advising the 
substance of a telogram which has been received from His Majesty's Minister at Tehran. 
ng the contents of a telegram despatched by Major Crosthwaite from Dizful, 
the imformation that Sir Walter Townley is discussing the position with the 
ister of Foreign Affairs and the Minister of the Interior, and will telegraph 
further shortly. 

Somewhat similar information to that conveyed hy Major Crosthwaite has been 
received by me from Dr, Young in telegrams, of which I beg to enclose eopies, 

‘he situation disclosed is extremely serious, and one that requires immediate 
action, My bord will therefore be much obliged if His Majesty's Government can 
niyo Gly coanltatlon€0 Vad quedtioh BF tha ep WMG Vom ae Vi Ra al 
in the matter, in order that Dr. Young and the survey party may be instructed as to 
the course they are to follow, 

My board have given very careful consideration to the position, and they strongly 
deprecte the withdrawal ofthe survey party from Disuly as recommended by Major 
Crosthwaite, as this would presumably necessitate the abandonment of the whole 
scheme, inasmuch as it, would then be impossible to complete the survey and submit 
estimates to the Persian Government within the period stipulated in the Persian 
Government's option letter of the 9th February, 1918 (as subsequently amended), and, 
oven supposing that this period were extended, the syndicate could not. reasonably be 
expectet! to meet the further expenditure that would be incurred in starting the survey 
de novo next cold weather, ox at some later date, with the risk that this second survey 
might be similarly interrupted, and the money expeuded thereon be again thrown away. 

Tn such circumstances I'am afraid that the syndicate would consider it necessary 
to abandon tle scheme altogether and claim upon the Persian Government for the 
expenses to which they have been put, and which, by the time the survey party 
ig withdrawn and everything has beea cleared up, would probably amount to 
about 20,0000, 5 

‘This course they naturally would be very reluctant to adopt, because not only 
would the absndoninent of the scheme be a very serious blow to British interests 
generally in Southern Persia, but the consequent damage to British prestige with the 
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No. 34 
ne Sir W. Townley to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Reecived January 7.) 
igeepnie) R. 
ay telegram No. 354. 
Acting consul at Shiraz telographs that Morrill wishes to f 
Aer iY Ec a na ge ain of 
Jeneral's force. Should you approve and Russian Government see no objection, Tam 


‘of opinion that efficiency of force ld ef 
of opinion that ofisioney would be greatly enhanced by the prosence of a 


Lelivan, January 1, 1914, 

















(900) No, 3u, 





Sir Rdward Grey to Sir W. Tonle 








-) Roreign Ofico, 

graph wee reign Office, January 8, 1914. 
YOUR talogram No, 7of 7th Janusry : Forea for Govern tinea et Boe 
Thave no objection, provided that Russian Governinent agreo. ‘ 
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local tribes might even lead to serious trouble in connection with the working of 
the oilfields, 


The only alternatives to this which my board are able to snggest are : 





(1) Papmont of all subsidies and/or ransom moneys that may be demanded by the 
tribes regardless of amount ; 

(2.) Immediate despatch by the Persian Government to Dizful of a strong protecting 
force of gendarmerie ; 

(3,) Immediate despatch by the Indian Government to Dizful of a small guard— 
say 50 to 100—of Indian sowars ; 


(+) Appointment to Luristan by the Persian Government of a strong Governor, 
with a sufficient force to control the local tribes, 


(4) would not, in the opinion of my board, be a practicable solution of the diflienlty, 
in view of the delay that would be involved in finding a suitable Governor and in his 
acquiring a sufficiently strong position to effectively control the tribes, ‘This proposal, 
therefore, they think must be ruled out. 

(1) is not an alternative that the syndicate could adopt, unless they were 
indemnified against the unknown—and probably very lange—expenditure that would 
be incurred in the payment of the subsidies and/or ransom moneys which might 
be demanded. 

(2) This, though the proper course to adopt were the Persian Government 
eoaretent to fulfil their obligations under their option letter of the 9th February, 1913, 
would not, we think, be practicable, nor would it be likely to secure the object in view, 
inasmuch as the presence of a large force of gendarmerie in Luristan, following on the 
recent attack on the Lurs, would probably be regarded by them as an act of war by 
the Central Government, and. iat a general rebellion in that part of Persia, 

(8) is the one which, in our opinion, offers the readiest and most practical solution 
of the difficulty, inasmuch as the presence of a small body of sowars would not be 
likely to be regarded by the tribes as a menace, but as a necessary guard to the British 
members of the survey party, and in this capacity they would doubtless command the 
same respect and security as did the Indian guard which was supplied to the Anglo- 
Porsian Oil Company some three or four years ago when they were carrying on’ their 
exploratory operations in the Bakhtiari country. 

Whatever step may be decided upon, my board desire to strongly recommend that, 
if'at all practicable, Captain Wilson should be reappointed to the survey party, as in 
their opinion the present difficulties largely arise from the complications which have 
necessarily resulted from the fact that the officer who concluded the agreements, and 
who possesses exceptional local knowledge and personal influence with the tribes, is no 
longer with the party to see that the agreements, which are no doubt regarded by the 
Lurs to a considerable extent as personal obligations to Captain Wilson himself, are 
loyally carried out. 

have meantime instructed Dr, Young to defer withdrawal of the survey party 

from Dizful pending the result of the consideration of the matter by His Majesty's 
Government, and T shall be much obliged if an early reply can be given to this letter 

Tan 




















m, &e. 
©. GREENWAY, Chairman, 





Enolosure 1 in No. 4. 
Translation of Telegram received January 2, 1914, from Dr. AL. ¥. Young, Alnoae. 


I DO not believe that there is danger to life, but it is evident that we shall be 
bled for money throughout the journey without any meansof resistance, ‘The situation 
is very complicated and regrettable, and I am now convinced that the amount of 
subsidies is likely to exceed 5,000/, I do not see any escape from this heavy: 
expenditure in the present state of affairs beyond withdrawing survey at once until 
hetter measures have been adopted. Under the circumstances I strongly advise going 
on with undertaking and leave me to do the best possible. Hostages have arrived. 
‘Telegraph reply Ahwaz 




























Enclosure 2 in No. 4. 


Translation of Telegram received January 5, 1914, from Dr. M. Y. Young, Ahwaz. 


CANCEL my last telegram. 

Referring to your telegram of 25rd, we have had bad news from Khoramabad to 
‘the efluct that vatious tribes have combined with views of holding up the survey party 
‘and extorting money on route. It is impossible resist demands and estimate the 
amount of subsidies, Captain Crosthwaite proposes to withdraw survey, and I concur. 
Only moans of earzying forward survey isto appoint Governor with foros to counteract 
Fad'effects of previous payments, Apply. to Foreign Office for Captain Crosthwaites 
telegram Ist January to British Minister, Tehran, for your information. Telegraph 
instructions, 





(1383) No. 5. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Hadward Grey.—\Received January 11.) 


(No. 8.) 
(elographic.) Tehran, January 11, 1914. 
ALY Russian colleague tells me that German activity in. Azerbaijan is causing his 
Government some anxiety, and appears to threaten to take a turn contrary to spirit of 
Potsdam Agreement, consequent on German overtures to the Persian Prince who holds 
the convession for the navigation of Lake Urmia, My informant further says that 
German influence is being used at Constantinople to persuade the Porte to morease 
number of Turkish cousuls in Azerbaijan and to replace existing, ones by menibers of the 
General Stall, as being more competent to watch strategic and military situation. 
(Addressed to Woreign Office ; repeated to Constantinople and Tabriz.) 





(1384) No. 6, 


5 Sir W. Counley to Sir Hdward Grey.— (Received January 11.) 

(No. 9.) 

(eleztaphic.) Tehran, January 11, 1914, 
ALY telograi No, 6 of 6th January: Mobummerah-Khoremubad Railway Survey 
Thave communicated portion of Captain Crosthwaite’s telegram to Minister of the 

Interior, who is, especially well acquainted from personal experience with the Lur 

question, His Highness has telegraphed to Burujird to make enquiries, and to issue 

igoessiry orders that all possible assistance should bo rendered to the survey party in 
the event of its being considered safe for them to proceed, I have not yet, beew able to 
nister for Foreign Affairs, bat the plea of force majeure, as foreshadowed in the 

‘option contract, will have heen established should it be found undesirable that the work 

of te survey should be continued for the present, 

Representative of the syndicate here has expressed the opinion that possibly 

ficient cata may have been collected for it to be possible to come to an under- 
with the Persian Government without completing a detailed survey of the 

ion between, Dizful and Khoremabad in the event of further progress being 
impossible, It would he most satisiactory if such were to prove to be the ease, because, 
although interests conserved are protected by foree majeure clause, it is in my opinion 
smost desirable that definite settlement as to the conditions under which railway is to 

‘be constructed should he reached as soon as possible. 

If the work has to be suspended now it is impossible to foresee exact date on which 
it can be resumed. 

Representative of the syndicate has also suggested that it might be pessible to 
come to some arrangement under which services of engineers nowat Dizful could be 
utilised to examine possibilities of an alternative route to Ispahan, always provided that 

uey cannot continue survey work in hand, 

‘Addressed to Boreign Office; repeated to Ahwaz.) 
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[1385] No. 7. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdiard Grey.—(Recetved January 11.) 
(No. 10. Confidential.) 


(elegraphic.) = Tehran, January U1, 1914, 
., MY immediately preceding telegram of to-day: Mohammerah=Khoremabad 
Railway Survey. 
Th 


wid a conversation yesterday with general officer commanding gendarmerie on 
the subject of the situation at Burujird and the military preparations which are being 
made to cope with the same, ‘The general officer commanding told mo that he is 
being pressed daily by the Persian Government to take strong measures to restore 
order in that district. He said that if all’ goes well he will have a force of 1,200 men. 
under three or four Swedish officers suitably equipped with necessary field artillery at 
Burujind by 10th March. He does not anticipate much resistance, but is prepared to 
deal Lurs a severe blow if possible, Operations will extend to Khoremabad, but no 
further south, he thinks, this spring. 

this will be a much better equipped force than has ever before been sent against 
dhe Lar, but it i iinposile to foretell what the effet on them may be south of 
Khoremabad, Driven back into their own country they may become a still greater 
danger to the railway survey party, or they may be overawed by the display of strength 
on the part of the Government. | Uncertainty as to what may happen, coupled with 
Captain Crosthwaite’s recent report, would make it, appear to me undesirable that the 
survey work should bo pushed on now, a8 itis most improbable that, under fayourablo 
eonditions it could! be concluded by ond of February. 

Projected gendarmerie operations are most necessary that order may be. re- 
establislied ina district where there are considerable British interests, more especially 
as they may ultimately lead to the restoration of order on the Kermanshah road, a 
route which is of much importance to British trade, For the above reasons, and 
given the uncertainty whether the survey can be completed in any case, I am strongly 
of opinion that it would be most undesirable to inove the Persian Government to 
postpone operations of gendarmerie, which may liave effects as important. politically 
ag commercially, and may serve to check aspirations of Salar-ed-Dowleh, should that 
Prince carry out his threat to return to Persiu in the spring, 

(Addressed to Foreign Offico; repeated to Ahwaz.) 



































(1476) No. 8. 
W, Townley to Sir Baward Grey.— (Received January 12, 1914.) 


; ehiran, December 14, 1913, 
with reference to previous correspondence upon the subject 
of financial uifiirs in the provines of Azerbaijan, to transinit herewith a copy of a 
despatch which I have received from Mr, Smart, at the time of writing acting British 
consul at abriz, in which he reports « rumour that Russian subjects were about to 
acquire by purchase the ark® ond its adjoining lands, In view of the denial given to 
this story by the acting Russian consul-g ‘would! appear 
tome most improbable that there could have been any serious basis for the rumour, L 
have not considered it desirable to mention the matter to my Russian colleague, ’ I 
agree with Mr, Smart that the recognition by his Russian colleague of the right of the 
Persian Treasury to control the sale of Persian Government property at ‘Tubriz was an 
sTaeatl Adaeson, nc viow of te weSnt atitade of bots teine coral atepeierdl 
in the matter of the sale of the Jabbah Khaneh, 

As regards th ich forms the subject of the latter half of Mx, Siva 
despateh, [ understand from M. Mornard that the financial agent at, Miandoab was 
amested by order of tho legation here because he had complained of the high-bunded 
aotion of the Russian military authorities in taking possession of his office at th 



































i place. The incident would appear to have eaused some consternation in 
‘idininistration at Tabriz, where the relations with the Russian consular 
+ Citadel. 
[1687] tc) 
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authorities seemed to have taken @ real tum for the better, M. Mornard does not 
Appear to attach much importance to the ineident, which he says has much upset 
M, Molitor, who is new to the methods of the Russian authorities in Azerbaijan, 

Tam not sending you a copy of the despateli respecting the rumoured tea monopoly 
fo wich Me, Sninrt peters, because it, has been shown thab there is no intention ty 
establish such a monopoly. 





Thave, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 





Enclosure in No, 8, 
Acting Consul Smart to Sir W. Townley. : 


Sir, Tabriz, 
I HAVE the honour to report that rumours have been en 





wvember 28, 1913, 
rent in the bazaars 








Khaneb adair wos in preparation, M, Preobragensky replied in the negative, He 
explained that sometime ago the Russian firm of Schukert wished to purchase the 
ark for the installation of electric light works, ‘The concession for the electric light 
of Tabriz, iy held by a cortain Kassim Khan, a Persian subject, who, according to my 
Russian colleague, pledyed his concession to the Banque d'Escompte for a loan of 
480,090 tomas (36,000), Ax he had not yet fedeemed his concession the Banque 
d'Fscompte had proposed to give it to Messrs. Schukert. M. Preobragensky said he 
had told Messrs, Schukert’s agent that negotiations with the Finance Department and 
tho Russian. military authorities, who are in possession of the would be 
wcosnny. Tho agent in question had approached the military autherities, who, had 
vetoed the idea on the ground that the ark, while in possession of the troops, could not 
be used by out 

Tasked iatt colleague why, if he had in the case of the ark told Messrs, 
Schukort to negotiate with the Finances Department, he had not given similar instruc- 
tions to the Russian subjects who had purchased the Jabbah Khaneh from Shujaced- 
Dowleh, M. Preobragensky seemed to be rather confused by this question. He 
endeavoured to estublish a fincifil difference between the Jabal Khanel and the ark. 
Ho said that for Mosline the Jubbah Khaneh was desserated ground, as the Bab 
hd been killed there. Houce the property was worthless to the Persian Govern- 
mont, Tremarked that such a consideration did not seem to allvct the principle of the 
transition, 

T record this conversation with my Russiancolleague, as his vemarks are of much 
imyortance for the future i that they clearly recognise the Trennicya right to 
control thy sale of Persian Government property, in Tabriz, ‘The Jabbah Khaneh 
fiir has excited the cupidity of other Russian subjects, and there is danger of 
further illegal wiles of Crown lands, with consequent heavy loss to the Persian 
tredsuny. f 3 : 

Talso asked my Russian colleague whether he liked M. Molitor as regards business 
relations, M. Proobragensky replied in’ the affirmative and said that the relations 
hotwoon the Finneo Departinent and the Russian consulate-ceneval had been good since 
M, Molitor had assumed charge of the finanoos. Unfortunately, an incident had just 
arisen which was causing some trouble. ‘The finance agent at Miandoab, who is a 
Russian-subject, had telegraphed to his chief at Tabriz that some Russian cossacks 
passing through the town had arbitrarily occupied the Government offices, including 
that of the financo ageney, and had violently broken open the Government. storehouse 
and robbed some straw for their horses, ‘The Russian military authorities, wheu 
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the participation of the Finance Deparment. Shuja-ed-Dowleh produced a doonment, 
signed by the investigators, declaring that the finasice agent's uccusation was 
mendacious, that he had himself invited. the eossacks to occupy his oflive, that the 
cossacks had not robbed any straw but that. they bought.some hay from the fimmnce 
agent. M. Preobrageusky, in view of this report, had considered it unnecessary to hold 
the enquiry promised to M. Molitor and had given orders for the finance agent to be 
brought. under arrest to ‘Tabriz, where, as a Russian subject, he would be tried at the 
Russian consulate-general on the change of slandering the Russian army and expelled 
from Persia, 

The above story, Iwould observe, is exactly as told to me by my Russian, colleague, 
and it is confirmed in every particular by M, Moliter, ‘The fact that a Russian acting 
consul-general at Tabriz ean calmly and spontaneously recount to one of his European 
colleagues such a story speaks volumes for the mentality of Russian agents in 
Azerbaijan, 

Tenguired why the Finauee Department, had not been represented at the enquiry 
arranged by Shujased-Dowleh, -M, Pronbragenshy roplied that the Treasury had becg 
represented by its local agent, that is to say, by the accused himself, 2 

Tremarked that the affair, though trivial, seemed very unfortunate. ‘The Russian 
constilate-general doubtless had the right to arrest Russian subjects, but tho arrest of 
a finance agent in sucha manner must weaken the prestige of the ‘Treasuy, wh 
However, was perhaps ill-advised to employ foreign subjects in such posts, I udded 
that it seemed rather hard on the Finance Department that its employés should be 
tried and condemned without its participation in the trial. 

My Russian colleggue said that he had no objection to an enguity th 
the Belgians should participat 

M. Proobragensky then began to speak of M, Ransquin, who, he said, was 
Tesponsible for the proad of the idea that Russian agents vere opposing. the Finnuce 
Department, | Mx, Ransquin had oven written anonynious articles on the subject in the 
“Chehreh Nema,” a Persian paper published in Kgypt, As a matter of fucty my. 
Russian colleague continued, jt would have been quite impossible for the Beljians to do 
anything in Azerbaijan: without Russian support, on which they were entirely dependent, 
T said that this fict was fairly widely reoognived «ud increased the rospoisbility of 
Russian agents here, In view of this power which they themselves claimed to. possess, 
it wus diffioult to persuade the public that they: wore nol responsible. for diffnttion 

tered by the Belgians. 

M. Molitor is, with reason, indignant at the manverin which he and his agent have 
been treated in this Miandoab affair, and he unges that a serious question of principle 
It very damusing for the ‘Treasury that its agents should 
be arrested in this arbitrary manher, but Iam inolined to think that the Treastny would 
be well-advised to swallow this humiliation and to avoid a conflict with, th Russians i 
this case, In viow of the fict that the agent in question is a Russian subject, the 
ground does not seen favourable for a conflict with the consulato-general, - T haye 
given the Belyians friendly advice in this. sense, and M. Molitor, who is of a very 
conciliatory: disposition, seems inclined to share my views, I gather that hw proposes 
to avoid « eouflict here with the consulate-genoral, but that he has reportet the ahr 
to M. Moruatd in cas the Treasurer-General may think it necessary to make represen- 

tations to the Russian Legation, 
incident is typical of the inconsiderate and arbitrary methods of Ruusian agents 
in Azerbaijan towards the Finance Department. Tt is to, be noted that wy Russian 
colleague ordered the arrest of the finance agent at Minndoub without previously 
consulting or even info M., Molitor and without: considering how the sgenoy: was 
to be carried on after the agent's sudden removal. No opportunity was given to the 
Belgians to make arrangements for the handing over of the agency to some responsible 
person or for the custody of public moneys, which very possibly have been lissij ted in 
the absence of any control. T explain M, Preobraganely’s bad fait) in. this 
matter by the fact that he kuows the Cossacks are guilty, and fears a proper enquiry on 
the spot at Miandoab, ecause it would inevitably: prove that the Russiun army had not 
been slandered. Tn ant enguiry at Tabriz. it will, of course, be vary difficult for the 
unfortunate agent to substantiate his statements, 

Tmay mention that this agent was engaged by the Belgians without their knowing 
that he was a Russian subject. Wien they discovered this fict, they endeavoured 0 
remove him discrvotly, because they Teared dificulties with “Russian consuls 
M. Rinsquin and M. Lejeune, therefore, offered him a very unpleasant post on the 
Tussin troutin, kuowiny Chad he would not necopt 1 His fuel to prosead to his 
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8 
eat afforded the Belgian’ « protext for diapensing with his servioes. ML. Preobragensly, 
ot te olfally demanded Wis reinstatement, and ME Tansqain, in order to eonciliste: 
the consulate-general;, acquiesced in'this demand. x 

cia tonts of this nature show how difficult, is-the work: of the Belgians heres 
apposed as they areat every: turn by Russian officials | Howaver grost #helt pete 
ares, shey-an hardly hope to sucosed in thefr thankless task without some ssiseat=, 
Fea ta” Irgour Bxoalloney could posibly see: your way to mentioning essmally: the 
Tuseian Char ’Afaton thot I ove soported Chi Minidosb affair to.you, I'think the: 
aaa ot the consulate-general towards M Molitor ia likely to be more ponciliatory: 
wei de cTedy- beon eon, the mere’ Knowledge’ that: thoy are: being) watched han a- 

rrodoniding infuonoe on Biusian agents bere Faia 

70, fe. 


W. A. SMART. 





(1478) No: 9. 
Siv W. Townley to Sir Baward Grey —(Received January 12, 1914.) 


{o.27T) 
ir, ‘elirinh, December 1, 1913. 

[HAVE the honour to transmit to you Rerewith copy of a telegram which T have 
rocoived trom, His Majesty's consul-genoral at Bushire, upon the subject of the close 
sere ee coiatug between the Swedish gendannerie officers and the Clerman diplonatie 
ea ion ony ollgora yn Persia. To not think: chat it is desirable to attach too much 
Mitonanes to) tie evident desire of the Geran, Miniator snd ie’ subordinsths 1; 
aeeaerate thenselvea with the fortunes of thy Smediah officers, Although eartainty om 
aioe tixtromly aggravating, more especially co the French Ministor, itis really, 
Seen criablo woskoess on the part of Prince Reues that we can well afford to 
Jpiote, For all olfelal purposes tho French Minister is always recognised ne the. 
see emrantative of Sweden, and indeod the officers, ss they increase in numbers are nok 
wetealy to give him no’ small amount, of trouble, Tk would be undesirable, in my 
Gplnion, to fay moro stress post the fuet that ix at. present. generally asepte! that 
di, gondarmes represent yuluable card in tho policy of His. Majesty's Government 
in Persia. 

havo, &e. 

‘WALTER, TOWNLEY, 


Se 


Bholosure-in No, 9. 


Conaut:Gonorat Sir P: Cox to Sir W, Townley. 
(No, 443,) 
‘Poloigaphic,) Pe Biaaire, Noveriber 30, 1913. 

TBEG to report the following -— 4 

I. A fovr days after taking over his duties, the new German consul left Baslire 
for Shivay, and U expressed the opinion at the:time to my staff that he probably-aimed 
der stablighing © position, of intimacy ax influence with genidarmerio oficans, who: 
fvore then collecting at Shiraz. 

ee tho boydnning: of the present. month, on his Way down from: Shiraz, the, 
German consul saw all Ge headmen on the road and talked over gendarmerie plans: 
Goria i tho interests of gendarmerie, and I have reasan. to, Know that he 
taegphed Major Ugala in regard to attitude of several’ khans| on. his arrival ab 
Bushire, 

4} ho gondarmes upproaclied. Bushire two. or three days in advance of the dates 
‘hoy had noted, abd when thoy reached Borazjun T'was,away. My first assistant. 
Tay fats sont out to) invite: the Swedish: offivers to stay with him pending my mturn, 
Hoe aforied by Major Uggla in reply that he had previously accepted an invitation. 
rom German, consulate. 

On theie artival the German:eonsil invited all his: friends “to, meet: Swedish: 
officers at an afternoon party. 
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‘The Swedes are exccllent fellows, and I do not attribute any sinister moti 
. s te, 
them parsor a "but I think that above items collectively indlonts & cari fae a 


e ollectively ind 
pone father the Swedes, probably taking his orders or his cup from 





481) No. 10, 


Sir W. Toionley to Sir Havward Grey—{Received January 12, 1914.) 
Gio: 280. Confidential.) 


“' HAVE the honour to transmit to it 
our to tr you herewith copy of a mosb interest 
dil fm er ee ee a 
it 5 ing. sing whi 
bee ae of fis Maj jae Raniete at Tabtiz, pS Aa 
nghness and absence of personal bias of Mr, Smart’ t i 
Beene spon iauardiaraeient peal seven oa te ee niece 
ee ee 
I have reason to know that Mr. Smart has very righth id the feali 
mage at ol oy Haye ee 
id me most p that recently. reeeived w private mbit 
ea oe io which be explataed hie te a ane shat 
Seneribe cienere eS ‘carn ont: the wishes and orders of the 
n rs ste his despatch Lie wn 
attempt to carry out elections, had for tho tine bat died coma Cnc 
Ponsa: There sno geinsying tho fect, tn kaowe that elontins mn Asestan 
pai alee do mente misbee oie srm vase ameter 
Sina elbeW herein bb sono ey lit son ea aly initiated that the! cannnatilly Be 
ine | ly initinted ‘that ‘the full responsibility for 
voi ther neta attributed to Azerbaijan, as might well have been he eras 
¢ allusion to the status of tho Persian Cossack detachment wt ‘Tabi i 
sha pares interest at the present moment, when the Gecacstaent ee yield 
pee fussian preasure and agres to tho doubling in numbera of the existing 
eo the time comes, and should the preset Govern: it, i i 
won fei te a a 
Bey hat of Rel ght dv obit prt DEAE 


Tehran, December 21, 1913, 


Thave, &o, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


Enclosure in No. 10, 


Acting Consul Smart to Sir W. Townley. 
No. 14, Confidential.) 
. : , Dabvis, Noveniber 18, 1913, 
yg BEFORE, leaving Tnbrx I ventare to rec for your Broaleny's inorostin 
impressions whieh T hare accumulated during a five monitd beatratiog of the 
gnaral situation in Azertajn. "Tam. compoled to make the Rusan penetraion the 
ental motive of my study Besa any other mthod of sxausinig the mtuaton would 
involve an evasion of essential taots, which, today ot ‘Tabriz, ho who runs may tod, 
ea ae disclaim any intention of passing. judgment on the general policy of 
Russian’ ageala hit province, | Personally think there is uch to Uy an in 
a that policy, if not forthe methods by which it is: carried out, Critics of 
ia seats fail fo realise the closetieas of the political, economfc, physica}, and 
D 
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‘tinieal connéstions betwedn the Caueasueand Azerbaijan. ‘They do aot make allow 
Stay for the potent local influences which must bo dragging Russia forward into 
Nath-Westerm Persia, Probably, mdér such conditions, uothing but enine strong 
a otive of wellintorest could restrain a great empire from enctosehing on &: 0 
No motive of that nature seems to exist in this ease—at least 


here. 
jin the 


rtion appears to be of recent growth, When T 

i. Ho ii a capable, intelligent official with European 
Ye influence all over the provinge and, checked the corruption 
hp official policy. of his Government, 

f Russia it is to be hoped that 

ywhioislittle more 


Tryssian poliey here. 
interruptod oF transform 
‘any regard for the requirements of 
Girne anil ete 
Wontually find their way baok:to the main strear. z 
eye hare toninke avelight digression nnd to touch on the attitude of 
Ta eerts towards. this counttate.. My relations have been most cordial. with 
Tr Prcovegensley aud Wis wubordinates, especially with M. Vedonsly, nofainally. 
secretary of the ‘consulate-general a Maire oe alee ne behead re 
TE ot oo any Wusineds T have had with them. M. Vedensky, to. whom, 
a of his obie T have sometimes referred cases, hus never failed to. fall 
Wer my voir, Yet, in apito of this conciliatory attitude, they, and especially 
‘M. Vedonsky, evidéntly regard British officials with. eee distrust. Persians a 
Moooursged Rom frequenting tho consi and evory vsie T miake ix jealously noted: 
Men whom I knew well during my Tost sojourn at ‘Tabriz are afraid to visit me, 
aren noid thunk thut this quarantino of is Majesty's consulate provides an eloquent 
roeeoenaty of the epirit-ia whic Ruan agents Here iaborprot the Avglo-Tvesin 
ema fncohorence I have deseribed above renders all the more si icant the 
unmiatikatte trond of Russian policy in this peovinee,,. In spite of theit jenloustes aud 
Fa aD apite. of he persousl influences at, worl often, in opposing wonses, one 
divans Peladoney i lerly_ dicoraibe in the’ poly, of Tuan agents in 
‘erbijan, Thi oflors ace obviously being dinested.fowanie the dicentralisation o 
‘the provinces, towards the severance of the administrative connections ‘between eae 
the Nie” "tate object involves the climination of all Persian officials too elosaly 
‘connected with, or too loyal to, the Central Government. Hence. the removal of 
Sipuhdar, tho late. GoveruorGenaral, and Sherwted-Dowleh, the ox-Kar gu Hence 
Sreerceronige agunst tho reprownatives of the Central ‘Tevamury 10a 
Sieontrattsaton paligy which mainly accounts for Rustisn opposition to)the despat 
GF duputies from Tabriz to the capital : i 
Phe most important Persian agent in the execution of the: decentralisation reer 
inShujeclDowlih., Many hard things have boot said of Shujaced-Dowleh's lasks 
Se ea foth by Persags and Buropeans, but, in appreciating his attitudes it i only 
fair to consider the difficulties of his position, He established. ‘bunself at Tabriz ae 
Fa a a ore aid by the woppore of the Tusian troops, He undoubtedly 
Interest oe re fine chat be yas walking into «trap from Which he could: hardly 
‘escape, Tf Russia were now to abandon. his his. pee. ‘would be very eritic H 
See teytmon are vulikely to forget the has he has dono to'the suse of Persian 
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independence and constitutionalism, the enielty he like displayed towards. the 
Nationalists, Even the reactionaries sre far fiom well disposed towards: Shujaed- 
Dowleh, ‘They are inclined to rogard him av a plebeian, upstart, and to resent hie 
‘elevation to supreme power in Azerbaijan. Tt is therefore impossible for bim to resist 
the pressure of Russian agents: without grave danger to himself, 1 hays excellent 
reason to belicv® that, be feels very keenly the humiliation of his position. He his, 
indeed, during the last six months made eflorts to eocape. fiom the Russian control. 
He himself and bis intimate friends have. often thrown out hints to ino that) if 
supported by this consulate be was sendy to work loyally with the ‘Tehran Government: 
‘At the tims when he provented the Parliamentary Hleotioas in Azerbaijan, ho told me, 
withthe frestiousness he often aflocts, that he was prepared to: hold. the elisctions. om 
condition that put the English flog over his gata to protect, him against the wruthl of 
M. Vedensky.  Thave, of course, disregarted all such hints, and have been careful to 
avoid encouraging him to hope that-wo are likely to do-anything to help him. He’ has 
now, I think, under the fear of being replaced. by Sardar Teshid, made complete 
submission to Russia, and I doubt whether he will risk another attempt to asyort his 
Indopenenes : 

‘Mhrough Shujaed-Dowleb, Russian agents practically govern the provines 
independently of the capital, very dey A Vedducy vinta Shujed-Doyieb and 
examines all his Excelloncy’s officin! correspondence, He gives Shuja-ed-Dowleh 
‘rosie iontrustions as to the attitude to be adopted in every question whieh ates na 
to when he should obey or disobey tho decreon of the Central Government. Apart 
from this stritigent control, the da facto Governor-General of Azerbaijan in sirnounded 
by apis, who report to Mi: Vedeusky any taoktiding’ on the part of ‘ia, Exoullency. 
Th appreciating the aituation in Azerbaijan it, is essential, to bearialwayn in mind how 
completely Shujared-Dowlnh, even in the amallest details, i gubjosted to the authority: 
‘of Risian agents, who must, therefore, be held responsible for all wdminiatintive 
dovelopmente in this province. 

‘The minor administratious such ns the Kanguzari, the Departments of Justios aad 
‘Wary arp now entirely undor Rissian control and dconteatined tram Telia, Similarly 
in the districts the Governors and Karguzara are mexe puppets, acting under the 
Ahections of Russian consuls, ‘The only. administration which still maintains ite 
independence and its connection with ‘Tehran ia the Financ Departmont, {a sny 


espatohes Nos. 9.and 11 of the 2ndand 97th ultimo respectively, T have discunsed at 
Tength tho difficult position of this departments 
‘he foregoing. reniars will perhaps sulice to show how nour Avarbajan now is 


a stato of autonomy under the suvcrainty of Russia, ‘Thy progress tovvards: antonom, 
has been much hastened by tho dnfortunate-fiasoo of the. ‘Parliamentary elections. Tb is 
Paty rogrettable: that. vie Porsan Goverament ould have ordered, elections in 
‘Kearbaljan without being prepared to, minke a:sorlons effort to: carry them through 
‘Shuja-ed-Dowleb's succes in defying the Porsian Government's instructions in hi 
important matter of national representation and the rebellious telegram sent. to, thie 
Cabinet, at his Hxoollonoy' instigation, by thu notables of Tabris, pecficaly dienyning 
the authority of the Contral Government, hnve oreaced a situstion dangerously, 
energy soc 

Tasting. now the question of the relations betwoon Tehran: aid Agarbaijan, 
venture'to offer a few remarks on Russian polioy towards, the internul administration of 
tho province. In this respect the efforts of Russian, ants are clearly being: direoted 
towgeda making the loos authorities entirely. dependont on) the anucd! support of 
Tusia, ‘The humiliating, arbitrary dictation to whish Persian ofcinls are aubjectod 
oateays their prustige 4 the avon of tho native population, ‘They Tayo no, hative 
troops to stipport thelr at jicrity, and no attempt is made to ongavise any auch force 
fir the fiture. ‘Thy withdsowal of eho Rosin tony seould cosequstly involve 
‘a collapse of all Government uuthority. The satueal consequericn ‘ofthis polioy must, 
4 would soam, by an indebuite prolongation of the Tussian oooupation. 

‘The Parsinn Cossacks, who are, even on the admiséion of my Russian college, 
jnefficiont, can hardly be regarded as n Pérsian force. ‘They: are entirely withdrawn 
from Persian contro! and practically form. part of the army of oeeupation. ‘They take 
their orders from the Russian military or consular ‘uthoritios, and ire largely used on. 
the lines of communication between the differant Russian garrisons. ‘Yo illustrate the 
‘purely Russian character of this foree, IT may mention that ina review of the Russian. 
aera reat, held here tho Persian Cossacki marched possed with their ‘Russian 
comrades, 

‘The civil administration of Azerbaijan is in a very unsatisfactory state, The 
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constitutional régime was porhapa responsible for much anarchy in Azerbaijan, but 
represented at least an effort of the more enlightened elements to roform the vicious 
aystoin of aduinistration with @ view 9 rendering. posible a national regeneration, 
ouropeans, disgusted by the misdeeds of the fedais, and by the immature vapourings of 
Young Persians superficially, elusated. in Earope, are inclined, go forget that the 
Goistitutional movement bad behind it not only disreputable condottieri and doctrinaire, 
ised intellectuals, but also the most respectable, the steadiest, element: in 
‘Averinijan, oanely, the merchant lasses. It was their moral and financial support 
which inde the movement possible, and their objects were very reasonable. ‘They 
wished! to. put an end to the arbitrary tyranny, and corruption of the ruling classes, to 
chain the sooutty of legal Government by rors of theis own rane However 
Tamentably they may have failed, yet the ideas which animated them exercised a great 
Jnfluence over the administration of the province, When Iwas in Tabriz four years ago 
‘ander the constitutional régime, Persian officials were no doubt, corrupt, and untrust- 
worthy, Yet thoin corruption was limited by a salutary feur of the newly born public 
Opinion and, at any rate, could not be openly avowed. Even the most. naworthy 
thicials were compelled to offor nt least lip wervicw to the canse of reform. Moreover, 
the constitutional movement, if it did nothing, else, at eny rate put a stop to the 
Darbarous methods of the despotic administration, to. the opprestive arbitrariness of 
Porsian Governors, Tt algo encouraged a yague tendency towards the moral and 
ightanmant of the people. Now Azsvtajan as gone back to the state of 
P existed under the Governorahip of Mohamed Ali Mirzs, Persian oficials, 
-ed-Dowlsh downwards, make no sscret, of moveptinyg bribes Oifices are 
ought und sold by public auction, Suitora cannot hope even to obtain a hearing in 
tho tribuuals without. previously. and publicly bribing their judges. Governors rule 
with the oppramsive, aritiary methods of the daya of despotism, The old, barbarous 
punishments are in full force, I have seen too much of Persia not to admit the 
the necsssity in sore casés of exemplory punishtents. But. no reasons of expedioney 
qa to-day justify in Azerbaijan the wanton cruclty displayed, for instance, by Shiyja- 
ed-Dowleh st ‘Tabriz, In w town which is absolutely quiet, incapable of revolt, it 
is surely not necessary, in the interesta of order, to lead men through the basasrs with 
cords through their noses, to, beat others almost to desth, for triding offences. This 
nnbsesmry ferocity: dingusts not only uropeans, but also Persians ‘ofall classes, wh 
the constitutional movement has awakened to the degradation of these barbarities. 
Yet, tlioss exhibitions of savagery, however repulsive to our ideas, aro leas deplorable 
tian the complote dollapse of the movement towards popular enlightenment, towards 
constitictive, idministrative reform, Azerbaijan seems to ‘be mifering from atrophy of 
the'national Tits und complete stagaation as regards mbral and political progress, 
Tt is regrettable that this sot back should take place under the wgis of Russia. Tt 
i unfortunite chat the Russians should do nothing. to discourage, the erusliy, the, 
oppressive arbitrariness and corruption of Persian officials entirely undgr their influence, 
Tt is oven more unfortunate that tie Russians should do- nothing to encourage 
conitiuctive reforms in education and administration. ‘Their apathy encourages the 
very goneral boliaf that they do not view with disfivour a state of affairs which, if 
continued, precludes a national rehabilitation in Azerbaijan, nate 
ho one groat blessing which the Russian occupation has secured for this province 
fa order, Under: the wgis of the Russian troops the roads have enjayed a security they 
havenot kuown for many years, ‘The districts have been generally: froe from disorder 
and brigandage, ‘Thora luve bee somo disorders this summor at Khallhal, where 
thoro are no Russian troops—o signiticant proof of tho weakness of the Persian 
mithoyities when not supported by Russian ans, ‘There haye also been some conflicts 
‘long the Turkish fiontier between Russian troops and Kurds, between Russian and 
‘Turkish twoops, between Sinko, the powerful Shubkak chief, who enjoys special Russian 
favour, and zival Kurds of the same clan, But, on the wholo, Axorb 
frve from civil’ commotion, and 
‘appresiated by the merchant 


werbaijan towards the Russian 
Periana ut ‘Tabriz at the 
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Present stute of aflsirs, He does not like the Russians non Russian administrative 
methods, and he is inclined to regard them as uncivilised. He cannot help comparing 
the methods of Russian agents in Azerbaijan with those of the officials of tho Western 
Powers—America, Englniid, France, Germany—and thia comparison does not increase 
hhis respect for Russi, ‘The difficulty of securing justice in suits against Russian 
sabjects, of obtaining reparation for violence ified at tis eds ofanan door, 
is also a perpetual source of irritation to the natives, Persian patriotiam—thnt 
curions, teuacious pattiotiam which inspires Persians with « deep affection for, the 
Travian nstional tradition und fortran, but can rarely inspire them with a spirit of 
sacrifice for her—suflers from the humiliation of nso citontih alee aie 
Persians have yery little confidence in the Russians, ‘Time after time the most, abject 
tools of Russia have seen themselves wantonly cast aside by the Russian officials they 
have faithfully served, and this incousistonoy does not. tond to inoreage Persian 
confidence in Rassis. But the vast majotity of the population hus resignod itadlf 
to the insvitable, and acquiesces phlegmatioally in a domination regarded as pormanonts 
Large numbers of Persians now learn Russian, study in Russian schools, send their 
tons to Russia to be educated. ‘Tabriz jw assuming’ the appearaneo of a Cancasian 
town, and Russian customs and institutions aro. gridually modifying the: mentality of 
the native population, 

The attitude of Europeans in Tabris is genorally hostile to the Russian penetration, 
and this hostility is represented more especially by the German element. In. my 
despatches Nos, 31 of the Srd/October, 1909, and No." of the 2nd Robruary, 1910, 
‘endeavoured to desoribe tho initial stages of German activity in Azerbaijan, Sineo then 
‘Gorman interests have grown considerably, and their trade is now: second in importance 
to only that of Russia. The German golony already numbers some sixty souls, and is 
inoreasing, Mr, Sehiinemonn, the German consilar agent, continues ‘to display. th 
aggressive, unskillfull, anti-Ruasian energy which ls characterised his efforts since: 
appointment nearly Give yeats aga, But v-day the Germans have bain the moral 
foros which they did not formerly possess, namely, the sympathy, of the non-<ficial 
Buropeans in Tabris 

Kuropean traders assert very generally that Russian efforts are bing directed 
towards the exclusion of Europoin commerefal enterprise in this provines, iy See 
to think that insidious AI Hehs bad made to extinguish the Trebizond’ trado, ind 
they inatance the proposed closing of Averbaijan to the international pitoel post msi 
sign of Ruwsin's desiro to isolate the province 

Teveome doubtful whither the abolition of the patos! post will hayo any: por 
manouitly injurious effect: on European tridoy and- Russian policy, in this respect seoms 
to be shortsighted. Indeed, British merchants here hope to prose, by the ceasution of 
the parcel post. At prusont’ they aww freed fo import by’ that system in oxdor ito 
compate with retail traders, who can afford to do import, trade on a small scale by. 
parcil post, but have not the necesssry capital tovengage in tho wholosalé and leas 
expeditions import trade throngh Turkey, When these small traders haye no longer 
the parcel post service at their disposal, they will, it is hoped, he obliged to have recourse 
to the British firms here, who at presont are alone in w position to- carry. on extensive, 
importation of European ‘On the other hand, te Germans, the Ttalians, und. 
the French, who hive the lion's share of the parcel post imports, seem to dbjeab 
atrougly to the proposed nieasure, Tdoubt, however, whether tho closure of the. parcel 
post through Hussia will result in more than a temporary. loss for any European 
‘merchants. Those who now import vid Russia will, when that route is closed to them, 
sank sereenen import their goods vid Trobizonde, vither by. caravan on by & 
soongan ‘parca! post through Turkeys 

the alleged tampering with the Trebizonde route is a more serious matter and, 
in any case, would seem to escape control. It ig asserted. that the Russian anilit 
authorities along (ie Turkish frontier put difficulties in the way of the carrying t 
Detweon Tabriz ona Trebizonde by commandesring, generally in tho neighbourhood 
of Khoi, passing mules for the purposé of military transport. Muleteers, thus oom- 
mandered, aro compelled to abandon their loads of merchandise in the neareat 
caravansérai, and to the porils of robbery or damage by exposuro, Even if the goods 
do not suffer from pilfering or exposure the delay in their arrival at Tabriz involves 
Joss for their consignees, while muletoers, frightened by the notion of the Russian 
military. authorities, are inchued to Sight ‘shy of tliat road. Henos, nccarding to- 
Pritish traders, the scurcity of mules and the high rates of trausport prevailing on the 
principal route of European commirce, These rather vague coniplaints ate, however, 
Anaupported by any specitio instances of British goods molested! ia this'menuers One 
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British. trader wold, me that no, Tnglishman would dare to make any specific 
eompliint, because the Russians, by divers petty annoyances against whieh British 
cfieil protetion would be of ag ‘avail would make the complainers suffer, He 
‘lied that he preferred to keop quiet and encourage the Germans to take the risk of 
mally protests 

T hive very little definite information tending, to confirm the charges made 
‘against Russia of a systematic attempt to kill European commerce in Azerbaijan. ‘The 

mussinns certainly pub difficulties in the way of the Germans, whose agerestive aotivity, 
‘often political rather than eommereial, no doubt alarms Russian agents, Mr. Bloom, 
Fooontly secretary of tho Rossian consnlate-general, told my American callesgue that 
thie Russian consul at: Kho; had iasued order to the Persian’ cotion.growers in, his 
district not to supply cotton to the agents of the Persische Teppic -Gesellschaft, 
‘whose carpet fuctory ab Tabriz is the most important German enterprise in Aberbaijan. 
Mr. Bloom, according to Mr, Paddock, seemed to think that M. Tchorkof's wetion, wast 
‘quite unexceptionable, Iaidablo oven. 1 uve no’ doubt that it would be possible to 
dite other instunioes of unjustifiable iuterfbrence by the Russians with freedom of trade. 
Yot, on the whole, 1 am rniclined to think that Russian action here in this respect 
differs’ only in degree and manner from the efforts which British consuls make to guard 
Southern Borsia asa preserve for British trade, Russia's control of Averbaijan is more 
complete than ous control of Southern Persia, and hen opportunities of excluding foreign 
entorpriso are correspondingly greater than ours Moreover, her agedts’ opposition to 
Turopoan commercial activity is mado winecessarily conspicuous by the clumsiness of 
their methods, fs 

Yet, howover much ray be said in defence of Russin's attitude towards commercial 
euterpriss. in Azerbaijan, the fact remains that her absorption of the province 
ntneally tends'to exclude European commeres. In the eyes, of European tradors the 
German’ aro to-day tighting for the open door, which Russia is trying to olosé ‘This 
coiunercial sympathiy’ betivoen the Germans and) other Europeans engaged in the 
‘Azerbaijan. tade ig strengthened by a sentimental sympathy, by tho solidarity of 
Buropean ideas against Asiatic ideas; for the mentality of the great" majority of the 
Russlang in Azerbaijan is Asiatic, This growing sympathy. of interest and. sentiment 
between the Germans and other Europeans concerned in Azerbaijan is a symptom 
‘whioh, I vontury to think, requires curetul watching. i 

Th this connection, T'may tention that the Persinns here are favourably disposed 
towards the German activity, which they regard as a possible barrier against the 
adyanoing tide of Russian conquest, 

Tor tho sake of convenience, I have left to the end of my study the military 
question. I doube whether there axe now more than 10,000 Russian troops in Azerbaijan 
“5,000 at Tabriz, 600. at Marand and on the Julfi-Tubriz road, 2,000 in the Ardebil 
Bisttiot, 8/000 nt Khoi, 1,500 at Urmin, 800 at Soujboulak. ‘fo these, for reasons 
Mentioned above, should bo added some 600 Persian Cossacks under Russian officers. 
‘MMheso troops seem to behave, on the whole, fairly well. | In Tab trip; there have 
boon lnttorly, fir. too many'eisea of assaults by Russian soldiers, goncrally; under the 
fniluence of drink, ‘This state of thtogs is duo to tho incompotency of my Russian 
colleague rather 1y fault of the military authorities, who som to exeroiso 
covsidierable disciplinary severity towards the troop, Indeed, Lhave found, during my 
gooond sojourn nt Twbriz, that the Russian military authorities compare very favourably 
with the Russian consular officias. ‘Tho Russian cdmmanders cannot, however, prevent 
the frequent recurrence of incidents betwween the soldiers aud the townsnien without the 
adroit co-operation of the consulate-gencral, to which, in tho first pluce, all native 
‘complaints ist be wade, M, Miller, when I was his colleague, four. years ago, used to 
sto nob firmness and ability iu mooondling ond stinvlating ebe mary author ties in 
the repression of individual’ misconduct on the part of the doldiers, Now m Persian 
‘complaining, in suc cases, to the consulate-general encounters the indolent obstruction 
Of A, Proabragonsky, who is too ignorant to realis how much Russian policy has to 
agin by tho suppression of military outmges, In nine cases ont of ten the culprit is not 
Sven discovered” ‘Tho result is that Persians wscaulted by Russian soldions rarely think 
it worth while appealing to the consulate-genoral, and continued impunity of course 
increases the liveries of the soldiery. G i 

‘Tho wilitary authorities appear to be working in harmony with the Russian consuls 
‘and the Cauessian Administration, ‘Their, policy which, it sooms, is being carried out 
with much restraint and caution, evidently aims at the complete subjection of the 
province to Russia without serious Aghting, with the Teast possible expenditure of money. 
aud lives, Whenever possible Russian consuls and commanders, a ing advantage of 
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the chronio tribal divisions, enlist the support-of powerful mative ebieftaing to stroogthien. 
and completo the action of the Russian troops ‘Thanks to thisvayaten and ibe 
facilities afforded by the servile Persian authorities, the Russians are able to, hold 
“Averlojjan with a comparatively sinall force, 

tis very difficult for & British official, tied to Tabriz, to) exoming more than in its 
most general aspects the military situation in Azerbaijan. ‘Tabrigia no longer as ib was 
four yenrs ago, a8 most’ of Persia now is—a place where British agents, owing to the 
‘friendliness and confidence of official and tinofficial Persigns, ean count on « plentiful 
spontaneous supply of news, To-day Persians hers aro miost fearful of giving, news to 
itis offcala, Ocosstgoally ShajeedDowleh and otiss Pocsiane, with uppacenk ul 
exaggerated upprelensios, give me news of importance. The Belgian. finance. agente, 
who have been most friendly to’ me, supply me with much valuable: information. 
Nevertheless, nowa from the outlying districts io extromely scanty, Teannoty therefore, 
retend to give x comprehensive nceount of Russian miliary movements in Azerbaijan, 
ith the submission, apparently complete of the Shilwovens, the Russian troops in 
Eastern Azerbaijan seem to hive been quite inactive during the whole of the presant 
Year, Indecd, I have had no information of any Russian military aotivity, ducing tho lant 
‘six months, excopt that which has sporadically. manifested itself along the ‘Turco 
Averbaijan froutier. 

It is on the Toreo-Averhaijan frontigr that the most interesting and the. moat, 
difficilty part of Russiv's military uction is being played, Eivy or six thousand mon 
slong a Tue sunning, Youghal oousty from Fahol to Soujboula ats obviously 
inadequate without the backing of native forces. Russia, tins, therefore, enlisted. tho 


support of varios Kurdish chiefs along, the 'ureo-Azerbaijan frontier, In veturn for 
thelr serviced, these chiofs are supported by Russia against theit rivals. "This policy, 
of course, lends to conflicts betwoen such rivals and. Tssian troops, as hits hoppenod in 
Mergowar and ‘Pergewar, between the Kurdieh retainers of the: Kugian prot ge and 


those of their rivals, as has happened in the neighbourhood of Khoi and) Sabnns, 
Generally speaking, however, this poliay, in xpite of the diicultios created among the 
Knrda by ‘orkish machinations, seams’ to: have greatly strengthened Russia's position 
slong the Purkish frontion Many teftactory Kurdish chiets have coms to terms with 
tho Russians, whose influence is now 6 considerabls: among the Porsian Kurds that 
only ill-advised, precipitate action, such ag prematuns attempts to disarm the Kurd 
‘ati, it would. seem, compromise the geadual, ateady progress being made towards the 
pete subjection of such parts of Kurdistan ai are included within tho limits of 
erbaijan. 

The Turks appar to be legitimately. alarmed by: Russian encroachments on tho 
territory which Turkey recently evacuated on the underatanding that it would, nob bo 
occupied by the troops of « third Power. I venture to. think, however, that such 
encroachmanta arc almost inevitable. Riifsian action has dostroytd. Persian wuthority 
in this provines, Tho Turkish withdrawal hoa loft, Morgavwar, ergayyar and other 
districts, with their considerable Christian populations, of the morey of the Kurds, 
against whom the Persian authorities are, of cours, povretlossUndor these olgoum- 
stances, it is-hardly to bo wondered that tho Russians should be ileayn into theso 
districts, and it must be admitted that they haya shown much restraint in Tisittog: 
their action there, Iam, however, inclined to think that, sooner or later, local oib)suime 
stances will force the Russians into w-mnore oF lees permanent oooupation of hy Persian 
districts immediately. on the present Turvo-Averbayjan frontien, 

Russian military notion in Westra Azerbaijan is greatly inflnended by. the Russiain 
otlosiatical authorities, . ‘The Orthodox mission in that negion is earxying on a vigorous 
Propaganda, supported by methods scaray datinguiaalle fom pertoe¥ion, wilh the 
object of bringing into the) Orthodox fold alll the Jooal Christian woot, Non-Orthodox 
‘hristians are subjected to active annoyance; Orthodox natives! arw abxongly supported 
in their claims, just or unjust, against Christians of other denoininations; military 

robection against the Kurds ia granted to Ohristian villages which wallow themaclved to 
converted to Orthodoxy; this. protestion is fused to Christian: villages which 
decline to be oonverted—sucti are some of the methods which the Russian priests: are 
einploying—under the wgis of the Russian troops and’ with the timorons, ineffostive, 
isapproval of the Russian consule—to convart the Cutholio, Protestant, Nestorian and 
other Christian sects to Orthodoxy. It is persistently rumoured that the Orthodox 
mission is shortly to send'n brinch across the frontier into Turkey vith the express 
object of capturing the Nestorian Church, the hesdquarters of which are in ‘Turkey. 


“This Orthodox crusade, apacti from ita general: political importance, Is of particular 


jnterest to us in view of the relations existing between the Archbishop of Canterbury's. 
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smiasion and the-Nestorian Church, ‘The Rev. J, MacGillivray, the chief of that mission 
Jold quo thatyin his opinion, the absorption of the Nestorian Church by Orthodoxy was 
Tlsoat inevitable, in view of the recent trend of political events im Azerbaijan and 
‘Arment 

Tiussian militery action on the Turco-Azerbaijan frontior would seem to deserve 
our special attention, beousse if the Russian troops intend ever to move out: of 
‘Azerbaijan southwards, it is, in all probability, along the Turkish fronties thet the 
rnilitery chain wil ereep out of the provines. Forward movements by any other exit 
Bor etuple, towards Zonjan, tovinds Hemadan, through Senna to Kermastah—do 
riot seam very likely under present conditions. Firstly, the Russians bave as yet made 
Tio sign of extendiig in those directions and, secondly, euch forward movernenits. w 
Retuct tho much notice at Tehran, On the Turkish frontier the Rassisas are alread) 
AL tho south-western extremity of Azerbaijan, and their advance there can be made 
‘ithout provoking too much inconvenient attention at Tehran, Ido not, however 
Think thet auy stich movement out of Azerbaijan is likely ab present, ot indeed likely 
At all until Russia bas entirely absorbed this province. Such, a movement woul 
favalve a considerable incroaso of. troops, und inthe neighbouring province Rosaian 
vvamanders would not have at tlieir disposal the machinery of an entirely Russianised 
Cottvo adininistiition, a6 a the caso in Averbaijau, Administrative difftculties, lack, of 
‘lose co-operation betivean the Russian commanders and the Kermanshah authorities, 
vould make iilitary notion there lesa easy wn i 
Noverthelew, it should bé xemembured how difficult isthe position of am occupying 
tiny iv, wibal country, how casily auch au army ip forced into advancws, extensions of 
‘ocoupation In this Connection, I may mention chat ‘Shuja-cd-Dowleh is suspected of a 
Guide to hiave the ndministrative province of Kurdistan withdrawn from the jurisdiction 
Of Kermaihal and included in tlt of Azerbaijan. ‘The danger of such « change is 
foo obyiowi to require any comments. 

Hlaviiyg now camploted may examination of the present situation in Azerbaijan, T 
yonture, with muoh'difidence, to offor a few. observations regarding. the fature under 

S namely, tho poasibility of withdrawal’ of the Russian’ troops and. the 
possibility of our checking the Russian absorption of Azoxbafjan. 

Teontess that 1 see 110 likelihood of a withdrawal of the Russian troops. T have 
already oxplained how Russian policy has, by destroying native authority, rendered the 
presoiee ol foreign troops necbasury for the maintenance of ordes: If the Tussian, tron 
Fe eee eiclmawrurit would be necessary to. build up a tolerable local adininis. 
tration, mipported by a regular native force. ‘Tho Persians, even if they were not 
chutrustod hs hitherto, by Russia, aro diseapable of such a constructive effort, They 
could have to bo saved it ypite of themselves, and- Persia's northern neighbour alone 
Te in, «position, to umdertake: the constrictive, work noceasury for the salvation of 
‘Avorbaijan, Te is havly conceivable tht the Russians vill indulge iv quixotian of 
thivnatire, Bub, apart from this aspoot of the. question, there is-also to be considered 
theespsuditure which Rosia has incurred and ia inourring for the oeoupation. My 
Rusinn colleague told ane that he had seen ina Russinnt paper an estimate of the cost 
of the occupation since its beginning in 1909 until last Easter, According to this 
Gatimnate, tho goat amounted to 5,000,000 roubles, Russia, it is true, in April 1800 

‘yo to the local aulthorities, who were protesting against the despatch of the Russian 
Expeditionary Force, written ussuranous that no claiia would be made ageinst Peraia for 
the occupation, Yet Russia would no doubt assere that subsequent: events, uch as the 
foal attuok: on the Russian garrison here, have entirely: altered the conditions’ of the 
ogoupation, Anyhow, it ecoms inconceivable that Russia, should spend sucks large sums 
Of money, to revtore cad maintein order in Azerbaijan, and eventually withdraw ber 
froope, without receiving some compensation for bor sacrifices. Te acems linprobable 
that Persia is ikely ts be in a position, for « vory Jong timo, to pay tho bill of the 
Radian occupation. This pestiniary consideration and the absence of any local power 
capable of maintaining order without, the armed support of Russia, eaem to render a 
permanent Russian oesupation almost inevitable. 

Tf, however, the tide of Rubsian penotration cannot be turned back, much may yet 
Yo dono to dais prograss, Tt may. pothope be to our advantage, for the sake of 
the rest of Persia, to retard as long as poasible the) final absorption by Russia of 
‘Averbajen. Anyhow, our local commaeroial interests have everything to gain by the 
postponement of euch h consummation, whieh must, it would seem, extinguish European 
Pemuaeroe in this province. I venture, therefore, to hazard some surssisee,, a 
Joint Sbscryation, of tho motliods by which the Russian absorption of Azertajjan might 
be moat conveniently 
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Interference with Russian activity in the Russian sphere is, 1 presume, ony possible. 
‘when thot activity ia obsioukly and direotly damaging general, Persian interests which 
‘Bngland and Persia resogniee a1 being of equal eossgra to both Powers, such ns the 
interest of Persian integrity and independance, of Persian finance, Eyen, insu 
‘ses, Interference on our part is no doubt: a very delicate matter and, at any rate 
Azerbaijan, isapt to irritate Russian agents, I yenturo to-think, therefore, that, if we 
‘wish to interfere at oll with Russian jou in thia provitos, Wve ehiould coneantrato, 
Gur efforts on the fewest points possible—on the points whore our intervention is. mont 
Holy fo be us 
___, woul, fi nstanse, soem inadvisable for na to support the Persian Government: 
in their perfectly justifiable attempts to replace disloyal Persian officials in Averbaijan 
by loyal servants of the central Government, To-day. in Azerbaijan the Persians 1io 
Tonger look to Tebran but to Russia for their instrictions, even in matters, of detail. 
‘Any Persian official endeavouring to reverse this attitude would soon be sither driven 
out or reduced to aubiniasion by Russian agents here, Tt is; moreover, impossible to 
control Russian action in. this respect, and our interference would be insitating ail 
ineffective. No Persian official in thig provinca ean serve loyally the ventral Govern 
seat and preeeve the mupport of Rutan agents hhere ; and without that support ho 
peedily come to grief, 
Porsian Government tliat still 
Thala of 
( ere. ca 
possibly undertake, in are notin. the 
wition which Porsinn officials ooo 


Sotnee 


wine. 

ProwrThers is one other question of ‘vital importance on which our intervention might 

pa exercised with great advantage to tlio noininal authority of the cautrul governinent 

ja Aubaijan, namely, the question of national represvutation, Tt would he-idle to 

protond that there is any eutliusiasm in Tabrie for the Padliamentary elestions. | You 

Cannot believe, a6 is ‘by many Europeans, that the town which mado the 
[use7] g 
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Persian constitution ia now wholly Hostile to constitutional government On the 
coatary, 1 huve reason 40 believe tht large sections, of the people, even many 
see hommes, wish deputies to, be despatched to Tehran, It should be remembered 
Tear the reform movement wae) more, natiosalist than constitutionalist, and now at 
‘Tabriz many porsons, especially among the clergy, who. tegund constitutionalism with 
Title fevour vould like to see 16 re-established, for they think it woald tend to mske 
prone ditfeutl the betrayal of national interests in. Azerbaijan by Shuja-ed-Dowleh and 
Bthey Riwssian tools. OF course the telegram despatebod by the notables of Tabriz, 
Protesting against the elections, was signed under compulsion, Whatever may be the 
sr teeents oF the majority of the populstion here, the convocation at Tebran. of 
sNfonal ascombly, in, which Tabriz i not represented, would involve: the virtual 
aaron ok Azerbaijan. Tt matters little how the elections are held, und Shujo-ed- 
Dovlch could send his own, ereatures to. Tehran to masquerade as the ropressa tit Nes 
Ai the Azerbaijan people, [The important thing, for the Central Government's bold on 
eethaijan, if that this, provines should be formally ropresented in, the assumbly, 
claiming to represent tho ‘whole of Porsia, ‘The presence of Azerbaijan deputies in the 
Paria’ Parliament would be a aymbol of the national unity, and would have an 
Aaalettable moral elfest on this provines os regards the maintenance of its eonncotion 
swith the’ eapitil. Needless to nay’, no elections con be held in Azerbaijan until 
Thussian agents here tuesive precise instructions Co, give Shujaced-Dowleh the necessary 
Suan ave no doubt that his Excellenoy, if given, suitable ossurances, by) the 
Fee on Gavomment wid properly advised by the Russian consulste;general, would 
‘quickly. ae uiegoe in the elections, i MS 5 
Ty cochuding this lengthy, despatch, with apologies for presuming +0 fox on your 
valuable time, I yenbire oues more to disclaim any intention of unfriendly eriticismn of 
Finale Thave bean compelled, to enuinerate some facts which are not creditable to 
‘amin. "Theo fyets are proclaimed in auch Loss vobor language by many Rusieee 
{ausin.ilitary officers, agents ot the road company, unofficial persons-—who view with 
vere poeuled. disapproval the vagaries of their consular authorities. “To have passed 
eeermah fuets in eilenco would have entailed defective representation of a gmva 
Sivagdion in this provinces, My frankness does ot, However, indicate any, lag of 
tt iness towntls the Russians, Qn the contrary, my relations with Russians 
Giving: eight years in Persia hove always, boon very. cordial, snd in Agerbaijan, 
prtioulasly, J. lave. been, on terms of affectionate iitimacy, maintained by. ors 
seMlonee with the very. Russian—M Millor—whose skill was largely responsible for 
tro nrention of the eftuntion T have endeavoured to, describe in this despatch. Your 
ABesstlenoy will, perhaps, remember how friondly vero mny relations with the Russians 
in Tobran during tho present year, feel epnfident, therefore, that you will not sseribe 
ny frnnknoss to any anti-Russian bias, 
Thave, &o. 
W. A. SMART. 





(1482) No, Le 
Sir W, Counley to Sir Haoard Grey.—(Recaived January 12, 1014.) 


eae ‘Peron, December 20, 1913. 


» HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copies of a despatch, 4s marked in 
tho mtsin,® which I have received from. His Majesty's consul at Kesmansha together 
ith a copy of strongly worded note whieh have folt constrained to address to the 


Fees otRiistor for Woreign Affairs upon tho subject of the intolorable situation created 
paitish trade in the province of Kermansliah by the wilful maladministration of 
Farman Farin. é . 
have aiuto repeated verbal protests in the same sense during the past eighteen 
months, ‘The same have been duly passed on to Farman Farma, but that rapacious 
‘and corrupt Prince has paid no sort, ‘of attention to the remonstrances of the Persian 
aa eorreet beyond soning ono or other of hig ons to eAll upon mo to explain that T 
Jinve been misinformed. As I have slready. had the honour to inform you, Sir, Farman 
‘Farma enjoys the strong support of the Russian Legation, and cousequently feels himself 


* Not printed. 


19. 
-able to jquore the protests of this legution against a state of affairs that is\ae prejudicial 
SB tick tarde ante bevotcal to dat of Russo, which is gmually copenting the 
markets of Hamadan and even Kermmanshah, thanks to the fet that British trade is 
handicapped by the collection of illegal taxes on tho Kermanshalt-Khanikin road, which 
‘aro far more. onerous than were those levied on the Shiraz-Bushiro road in. the worst 
ays of that ill-famed trado route. 
Thave, &o. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure in No, 11. 
Sir W. Townley to Vossul-ed-Dovcleh. 


Molo Ministre, 4 Tehran, December 20, 1913, 

T HAVE the honour to inform your Excellency that T have. just received a report 
from His Majesty's. consul at Kermaushsh complaining in tho strongest possible 
terms of the situation on the Kermanshah-Khanikin road, whero lie, atye that the 
Moyal taxes known as “ Karneurani ” on salamat-xuw” are worae then ever, His 
Majesty's consul states that at thirty-four posts etwoon Mahidosht and Kasri-Shirin 
1 kran per mule is collected, and further feos from the Intter place to the frontier. 
No fees aro collected between’ Mahidasht and Kermanshah, that section of the: rond 
being under the eyes of the Belgian customs officials. ‘Tho: consul adda that Hin 
Highness Farman Faritia admits that $0 krang_aro lovied; and declares: that he is 

owerloas to prevent theabnse, as the tribes only obey him as far n& it, suits themselves, 

is Highmess states that the evil could only be remedied if le could go to Kuse hinselt 
and punish the offenders, but udds that the Lmperial Government ns forbidden im to 
fo W Kaur, and thot tio Js consequently. disbanding, his forces and will no Tongor 
require monthly credit. 

JNHtin Majesty's consul expressos an opinion that sméll_ good would xosult trom 
His Highnoss's zoing to Kast, if one can judge fri previous experiences, since ho 
swould punish no one, but content himself with eatorting money from thos whou he 
chose to consider as the offenders. ‘Nhe consul adds that, the policy of punishing: no 
‘one would appear to be intended to ensuro troublous times for his successor, should’ 
‘His Highness at any timo be recalled. Ho further states thnt it ia. commonly, beliavet 
that the Governor-General could put a stop to these abuses, if he chows to dogo. ‘Tho 
members of the ruling tribal families constantly visit him, generally with presents, and 
Joturn to theie illicit vocations with rousyod zeal. Tt i commonly statod that the 
Govornor-Coneral orders theso fees to bo exaoted and himself shares inthe spoil, Colour 
ia given to this beliof by the fact that, whoroas the Kalhury formerly collected only 
small fecs, after Sulbiman Khan camo in and saw Farman Farma:he established the 
‘same system as the other chiofs, 

‘Miiloteors complain that at some posts they are compelled to pay tie £68 for tho 
next post, Where on arrival the guards refuso to aceept the receipt for payment male 
tien tendered, ‘The guards also insist upon being paid in Turkish ane on in’ gold 
Grafts on Kermanshinh. ves are collected! equally on laden and on unladen mutes on 
the retura journey, ‘Whe result is that tho rato of freight is now 26 tomans per 7% 
batmnana from Bagilad, or nearly double tho abnormal ratoo of last your. 

Tt has been iny disagrivable duty to make frequent complaints during the last 
eighteen month of the bad adminiotration of the. province of Keronshal and! fam 
‘ware that the Imperial Government has addressed numerous reionstrasices to) the 
Governor-General, The statoof affairs hn noyy becom so intolerable that T find mysele 
compelled to make a formal oficial complaint, to your Excollanoy. ‘Thanks to. the 
Giggeaceful behaviour of the Governor-General, inculoulable damage bis von dono to 
Bits trado, which has sufored most seriously. I am bringiug a copy of the Yoport 
of His Majesty's consi at Kermansbuh and of this note to tho attention of Tith Majesty's 
Government, svho cannot fail to. be most. painfully impressed by the: fact. that. thie 
Persian Government has allowed this unbearable stato of affairs to continue for miny 
months without making aay apparent serions effort to remedy the sams. At one tinie, 
the preseaoy of Saler-ct-Dowch was adduced as a season why 3 was in oasible. to 
Sdadrl the situation, bat Lfind mysolf compelled to asxort that the position has become 
Sotably wore since the Prince ceased tobe n eauso.of disorder. It will be hard for 


ane to explain to my Government how it is that the Persian Government has shown. 
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iti improve a citation that 
Ju alight disposition for eo many months to etideavour to improve a situation. ¥Bs 
siis 6 liavily pon the eoramerco|of a friendly Power, and which i moreover, 22: 
Contradiction to treaty engogements, ie 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 
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Pehran, December 23, 1913. 
iti ituation i: i ‘isfactory state. 
‘DED political situation ist the present moment in-a far from satisfactory stay 
Tver tice he vetnn of Vonculeed-Daveh there has been o feeling of messiness ta 
Teun son rend iat nme important Cabinet ints old Beh 
sce trwis at once, on his arrival, generally enid that t i 
Pa wappoxt of tie Russian Clversment, on sha owas working Ha 6, ‘imo 
de Prime Minister. Such ramours are frequently spreac © is a 
aes, Miorope's a full Cabinet with Sipaldar Azam at ite head was pit inte oy 
four hours of that distinguished statesman’s return some months 
ache present occasion thero ould appear to be, mare 
tie eeenyed by the fact that tho Russian Chargs 
Pre ghoul think of m. Cabinet formed: by 
uch a combination, as. 


{o.285: Confidential.) 
in 


im. ‘The chief ai 
‘even decent ealiby 


tho dafection of one ar to 
t that they have ran. their 

4c, which has tended towards 
plished, but the differences 

sate for it to be possible for 


Ministers have prea their resignations to the 
I 


Tek, and Knwam-es-Sultaneh, ‘The ostensible 
‘rot the real one. Both Ain-ed-Dowleh ond 
tance of the Turco-Persian frontier 

re sanction’ of a) Modjliss, and they 

‘tance of the Russian demand for the 


reason 
Mustant 
onto 


‘various, paris 0 
tho gendurmes have beon 
his co-operation in getting SI 
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enabled sn arrangement to be made under which the former will be mado Governor 
of Kain and Seistan, the two provinces being withdrawn from the overlordship of the 
Governor-General of Khorassan, Hashmet-ul-Mulk vill be thus removed from the 
theatre of his past operations, where he has given British officials so much jostifiable 
cause for complaint for many years: From our point of view, Princo Ain-ed-Dowleh 
has served his purpose, and haa served it well, but he is a someyhat, awksward factor 
in the Cabinet at the present time, and his withdrawal would probably facilitate the 
solution of the sitiation, oven though he is acdompanied by Mustanfi-ul-Manialek in 
hhis retirement. We should, though, bear in mind for a possible futuro thiat Ain-ed- 
Dowleh hus rotrived his good name for us, andis worthy of our support on. another 
oecasion. 

Mustauf-ul-Mamalek is somewhat of an enigma, He combines with a courteous 
and charming personality a passionate love of spott, is perkups inclined to bo lazy in 
public alli, but disouases thom in perfact Freueh with an intligenae hows the 
Gverage, His Excellency seems to be handicapped in his official actions by tho fecling 
that nothing that is dono is really logally dong fn the absence of a-Medjliss, Ttis to bo 
oped that, if he leaves the Cabinet, ko may be made Ministon of the Court, whore his 
Knowledge of the world, clean mind, and good manners should do much to, prepare 
the young Shah to ascend the throne, Movacoghi-ud-Dowleh, the present Minister of 
tho Court, who it will be remembered was once put forward from St, Petersburgh as 
‘a possible Regent, is as unsuitable a guide for tho boy Shah as it would be possible to 

A totally uneducated Prince, he thinks that sohsual pleasures are tho sole object 
of life, and consequently sllows his young charge to bo surrounded by profiiguto 
Companions who can but corrupt hiin and reduce hin to the level of previous Persian 
sovercigus, 

_ ‘Thre are no outward signs that the elections for tho new Medjlivs will commcneo 
in a few days, although a promise t6 tint effect was: given by the Regent and the 
Cabinet about a month ago, amd there has been no subsequent annowicement, of 
postponement. Should the elections be again put. off, there will probably bo 
Eine disturbance, aad) I think, that the postion of the Regent waay be seriously 


attacked. 
Thayo, &e. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


P.8.—Since writing the above Uhave been assured by tho Minister,of tho Interior 
that tho elections will take place at Tehran as arranged, and that he and his cblleaguos 
Will remain in office until they aro finished. seh 





(1486) No. 13, 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Rdward Grey —(Recetved January 12,1014.) 


(No. 286.), 
ir, Tehran, December 24, 1913. 
LUNDERSTAND that both Solar-ed-Dowleh and Shuo-os-Sultanoh have lately 
eon. in St Petersburgh, presumably for tho purpose of endeavouring to win over the 
Rasaion Government, os, in tho cago of the first-named Prince, to. assure impelf that 
th categorical doclafationsaado to him by the Reasan Legation before let Pees, 
‘as reported in my despatch No, 250 of the 7th November last, really represented tho 
‘views of tho Government, It is gaid that Salar has now roturned to Switzerland, ‘This 
‘ist of Shna-es Sultan would appear to bavo en in order to seury the esitane 
Of tho Russian Governmont in obtaining the forjiveness of tho Persian Government 
find the restoration of his properties, Tundetstand that the Goverment is disposed 
to entertain his Highness's proposals favourably. Some anxiety lias been expresscd 
here about the visit of these two Princes to St. Petersburgh, and there is reason to 
Peliove dint the Regent's idea of # general amnesty to all the exiles, with the exception 
‘of Mohamed Ali Mirza and Salar-ed-Dowleb, will nas oneal ‘opposition. 
ave, &e. 
a WALTER TOWNLEY. 
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11490) No, 14. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Eduard Grey — (Received January 12, 1914.) 


No, 290) 
ir, Tehran, December 23, 1913. 

WITH reference to my. despatch No. 240 of the 29th October last, L have the 
honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch from the eating British consul 
‘at Shiraz containin, dceated information about Soulet-ed-Dowleh, together with some 
‘omarks about the Ikhaniship of the Kashgai tribes. 

Tam not of opinion, after a perusal of his. despatch, that Major O'Connor hasmade 
tut a very. good ease to show why Soulet should be dispossessed of the Tikhaniship, since 
he acknowledges that he is probably the best of a bad lot from which the Government 
has to choose, unless the radical measure of selecting someone outside the tribe is 
resorted to, Iam not in favour of such a solution, ‘which was tried once before by such 
A steong ler aa Nasrud-Din Shah veithout, uccess, ‘Tho moment appears to, me 
hardly a fayourable one tor ‘such a step, nor do I think that the Government would be 
Aisposed to attempt it, unless we could bring forward very strong arguinents to persuade 
Gee Ministarot the Toterior to adopt w. policy totally’ at variance to. tho secepted 
principles of Gib rule in Persia, ca 

Major O'Gonnor, when he expresses the opinion that Soulet carried his distrust of 
Persian officials to an absurd extent in’ etnaine to go into Shiraz to meet the Governor- 
General ina friendly conference, overlooks tl fact that his arch-enemy, Kayam-ul- 
Stal, wis toedont at the mooting au which it-wan decided to invite him to conie to 
Sieh igher Soulets. ener serves, which is moat improbable, is very badly 
Stunted, at he must have known of the fact of tho Kavam's, presence on. the 
Gootsion in question, It he did know, it is not unnatural that he preferred to 
jgnoro the invitation, as would have any other Parsian, however brave, had he 
ipeei chet the fondly suggestion had beon prompted by © man, Apparently at the 
moment in favour, who held fin responsible for Mie brother's murder. " 

‘Rumoura have been current for some time that the Russians are coquetting with 
Soulet, "I do not think that any serious attention need be paid to such tales, although 
Russian consular agents are somietinies active without the knowledge of the legation, as 
Jong as such agynts us Nimtaj Khanum and Gharib han, the black “Ame damnéo of 
thoiaanager of the Russian Bank at Iapahan, are Uae persons who are supposed to uch as 

aaa Tle logution hore busies sale but little, oF vot ut all, about afi in 
Pa aye itis move than eonesivable that Boulet takes caro to let it teach the ears of 
Butsh agents thot he iin touch with Russian agents, in order that he may play the 
cod old-fashioned ain, eo poptlar in. Persia before tho days of the understanding, of 
pitting ‘the one against the other, in the hope ‘of thereby securing better treatment. 
hice tho dive of Major O'Connor's. despatel, I have received letters from Soule 
containing assranees of good-will and deslarng himsll away t illow any couse T 
might indicate, Afr conbulting with Major O'Goonot I replied that he should prove 
Pees aanoes of gonevll trans His Majesty's Government by doing all in hia power 
tavaaatt the Governor-Clenoral in restoring and prosorving ordor in this provinces 

T have just received a telegram from. Major O'Contior reporting, that Keyam 
complains that his work in Luristan in boing impeded by the attitude of Noulet, who, ax 
sre thorod. in my despatok under soferonce, bas is winter quarters in the near 
Wagubuthood of tye dteik Kavam had been deputed to pacify. Tam bringing thie 
Complaint to the notie of the Ministet of tho Tnteriog, wilh « request that lin Highness 
co Piavd Soules another strong telogram to assist Kuvam to tho utmoat of his power; 
‘but one cannot overlook the fact that the one is always sure to make trouble for 
Phe diher if he can, It ia not improbable that the auccesses of the gendarinerie on the 
road may cause Soulet to come to hee! definitely, and in any case we have still some 
time before us in which to come to a decision about the Iikcbaniship. Soulet hus at least 
Hime below Nau of the promises he made in the aucun, since Mohamed Ali Khan, 
Cash, handed over the dintrat of Shipar to. the gendarmerie peacefully, thereby 
RstonDg muuch proporty to the rightful owners, of whom T understand the Government 
‘was one of the most important, 


Thave, ko. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


ae 
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Enclosure in No, 14, 


Major O'Connor to'Sin W. Tovnley. 
0. 39. Confidential) Cee 
i Sag Shinae; November 8 1913. 

TN continuation of the varions telogtams which T have despatched t 
ths aunt of th Soulsod Domi, hog to bai Tanah anes Goleu Ti 
o roceedings and character, together with some i 
sof ths Haat Sie eT ee 

s almwaldy remarked, the Soulat-et-Dowlch fins novor been an entirely satiate 
TiSPS, Dee a eesti nten Se tai cgay cen ae 
tovinrds the. present. Governor-General. has been chatvetorised by umessstng, augpicton 
sud lack of candour. One of Mukhbires-Sultanoh's Ast. ailministrtive Acta ou 
taking charge of the provinge was to teappoine the Soulet-ed-Dosrh ad Tikhuni of the 
Kaahleais, and hy ine over ginos endeavoured, to maintain fieudly relations. with his 
anilto iespire Mim with eonfidenos. Tt ip quite’ comprationsible thatthe: Soulotaed- 
Dowleh should entertain s deop distrust of all Rotsian officials and this ways bub 
this is carried to an abwurd extent when the Tikhani, aven when guacantood hi 
personal safety by th British consul and the Belyisn finaneo’ agent, nfs {0 come 
Fito Shiraz to moet the Governor-General in a friendly confetvuce 

But if tho Soulet-et-Dowich wore n really strong and capablo Tikbani, who could 
op th tribe i profi ordar: aad wo conte) the vari Teatnn tant tain boen 
of his own fanily, such an attitude tovardh his own Government and its representative 
in Fars might well he condoned and. accepted aa tho relies of an old-fashioned system 
‘whose utility in fast disappearing, But it is unfortunately the engo that, the Souat= 
wdeDowleh “is nowadays  far-fkom independent Governor of the Kaxhlcig. Latta 
eal power remains to him, and he maintaina his postion ehiedly by monn of intsjguen 
famouget the diferent parties of the various sulted, and’ by bucking. the Kalantare 
uo against tho other. 

ides this, the feuds and jedlousies of the four brothers (or hnlebrotery) who 
sess th cogs amily asa erptanl worse of Hoag aunts: and 
‘even if they should dosire to live amicably with one another, thoy are prevented: from 
sing. so by the intrigues of interested. partien amongat tho leading mon of the tribe 
‘who, for their own ends, aroperpetually eeheming towdplaco ong brother by another, aid 
to create quarrla among them, ‘The recent Instory of tho. Kaahlats iluwerates Chia 
‘stato of aflairg very clearly, and the situation ‘has’ beon graphieally dosed iu the 
Aespatelies written by Me. Smart to your Excellency last yoar 
PT addition to these various sousoes of tration and. instability, which aro borane 
in the very ntuie of the present gystem rather than duo to the dofets of sy particular 
Tkdans {aust bo adsiGod. that the govorl choracteraud. record of the! Goulet-ote 
Dowloh himself are not such as to inspite much donfidonce either in hia ability, honosty, 
loyalty, or good-will. Ho hus made a, pratico for years past of surrounding, Ninwelt 
‘with a chosen band of out-thronta and brignnes, whose special. abilities he ‘dogs not 
Hresitate to uso to further his own ends and intrigues aici isonet: these” gentsy: and 
sumberedeevoral nelly ifuentiel men (suc, for oxtmple, os Shaka a chet of tho 
Snikhis, &o), who ean 90 required, inake theraselves regalo thems iy he ido of the 
Govern i ean kop hole tacks of onary ina nat of deri 
well-known fact that the Soulet-ed-Dowleh las faquehtly wo employed these raasnl in 
the past when it suited him o do a, either to discredit a rival or opponeut, or meroly 
to cus» cinbarrasement to the Governor-General ; and. there is a, roison/ to suppose 
Bate would have the nna sorple in aetiog again in was mane tho 

tare. 

‘Other grounds of complaint against the Soulot-ed-Dowleh ave too niimorous to 
cnumerate fully. Amongst tho prinelpel may bo voted tho fac that ho hag ut difdrene 
times eonsatea lanze properties to which Ne haa no shadow of claim, and of which 
he remains in il Goo, ‘That on ono ootnsiou he scived n wealthy Persian 
landowner (who, by tho way, 1 certificate of British nationality at the tims) 
and kept him forsiany month in prison with the object of compelling hi to surrender 
portion of his property. And thore. aro innumerable robbaries and oblior offences 
which have buen Scommigied by hia tribesmen, fr which uo punishinent bas been 
Sarde np eompisation pl 

‘But, in spit of all his fuults and filings, it oust still be admitted that the Boulot- 
ed-Dowlah it by fur the most capable maiaber of hia family, nad the only one who oan 
jusko oven a pretence of contriling the Kashkais; and if the old régimo woro to 
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continue indefinitely in Bars it would perhaps be necessary, or at any rate expedient 
that he should continue as Tkhani, But times are chunging even in Fors, and with 
the vestoration of order due to the gondarmerie, and the improvements in the 
adiinistration generally, whieh are now being gradially effected, the old. haphazard 
rithods of governing the Kushkais have become an anéehvonisis, and are wcousistent 
with progress and with the now. necessities of the situa Nowadays, with the 
establishment of the gendarmerie and other European institutions, the Governor 
General of the province himself has to submit to » certain measure of European control, 
and to shape his conduct and policy in accordance with modern ideas; and as time goes 
on there is little doubt: that the extent of this forvign control will develop, and the 
administration of the province in general will assume a more regular and settled sha 
‘Tho principal obstacle to such progress ut the present moment is the existencs.of the 
nomad tribes—the Khamseh and the Kashkai. ‘The question of the former I do not 
prepare to diicuse now, Te is mulcient to note that the Kawam-ul-Mulk i, the 

jexeditary Tkhani of these tribes, and thut the problem with regard to him is of 
‘another dhiaracter altogether from thav.affvcting Soulet-ed-Dowleh. But. as. regards 
tho Kishiais it ig clearly anomalous and undesirable that whilst the administration 
of the provings of Fors ts acquiring a wore settled aspect, and when the Governor- 
General is being foroed to aubmnit to w system of modified European control, the 
Tikchuniship of one of the great nomad groups should be vested ina semi-dependent 
hereditary chief, whose ideas are of an entirely medisval nature, and who cannot be 
conxed ito approaching newer to the capital of the province than within a distance of 
faeveral faseaki® 

Tu.4 word, the Souletsed-Dowleh, like « good many other institutions in Fars, is w 
relic of wi old-fashioned régime, and a his general character and up-bringing. evem to- 

un incapable of adapting himself to modern ideas and requirements, he must 
‘sooner or lator disappear and be replaced by some substitute more satisfctory and more 
amenable: ¥ 

T have digcussed this question on several oocasions with the Governor-General, and 
our opinion ue, goneralyapeaking, the eume, Ho alo is onviaed thatthe preset 
aystoin of LIikhaniship is antiquated and unworkable, and musteventually make way for 
something butter; andiea it ia clear that no other member of the ruling family would 
or could do any better thon the Souleted-Dowleh himself, the inevitable conclusion is 
that the whole principle of an heiditany Mini must be dbolished, aud dhe contol of 
the tribes must be vested in an independent Goverament: nominee, subordinate to the 
Goveruor-Genvral of Fara on the one bund, aud controlling the Kashkaia through the 
modiuu of th diffdrent sub-tribal Kelantars on the oth 

If this conclusion ts wccopted ax correct, the question arises aa to whether any 
outside Governior will have sufficient influence and. prestige to keep the tribes in order, 
Opinions) inay, no doubt, yery on this point; but I ventore to express my personal 
Bell that uo great diffeuiy would be found in effecting the dasiod change, oF in 
maintaining the authority of the new Mkhani, As already remarked abovo, the present 
hereditary Mkbanis maintain their position and some show of authority rather by 
diplomasy and intrigue, and by the judicious balancing of one sot of Kalantara against 
anothox, thaw by any inherent prestige due to. th ily influenico ‘or traditious 
Whichever of tho brothers is in poser thera is aly 
epost in nd. which i endy to int 

hon conversing with somo of the discontented Kalantars at Shiraz a ahort time ogo, 
Tasked them point-blank whom they wanted as Dkhuni, ‘They replied that they: did 
not wally care very much who it was so long as they, were freed from the oppression of 
the Soulet-ed-Dowleh ; and they declared themsolves. perfectly ready to accept. and 
Shey, aly Libvtalsnamtaivod chy: tha, Palan (Ooterhiment eer oufsitel RuAUNaba 
altogether, And Timagine thut’« similar roply would at any time be given by some 
sections of the tribe, whichever of the presont Nihani family happened to be in power 
for the time being, 

But apart from the sentiments of the Kalantars and of the tribesmen themsulves 
in the matter, the fact that the Persian Governmont now possesses a regular foros in 
Fara in the shape of the gendarmerie (aud itis to be hoped will soon possess another 
jmall but efficient: force organised. under the supervision of Colonel Merrill) places 
them in a position to dictate their will to the tribes, and to enforce compliancs if 
necessary, The Kashleais, like all nomad tribes, are singularly vulnerable when-on the 
foove, Tava myesl€ on. to oowsions witnossed « portion of ihe tribal! migration, abd 
anything more helpless than this mob of sheep, doukeys, cattle, &6,, all mixed up with 
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women, children, and household goods, it would ‘be diffioulé to imagines and probably 

‘the meet threat to proceed againit: them by fore. when shiblac hou aie eerie 
to their winter quarters, or vice nored, would) be sufficient to reduce them to instant 
submission, The fact that the great bulk of the tribe must necessarily cross the main. 
road within few fareakhs of Shiraz also tenda to. siiaplify the problem. A glanes ab 
the map will show that the lines of the Kashikai migration converge both from the 


hushire road in the’ short. gpace 


years havo beon due to intertribal squabbles, jealousies, anid intrigues, provo 
or other of tho hereditary: Ikhanis, or by ‘the unquenchable hostility which oxiete 


Government force on the Bushire road, will settle the Kashkai question once and forall 


Tt ouly remai 
Seeeiablel 





ap 

will nover change. 
of having at di 
this moment, accompanied on his match to his wintor’ quarters ‘by the motori 
Nimtaj, who is accredited in the popular view ‘with being: charged with 4 mission tothe 
Soulated-Dovloh for) Russian fobrcen in Tebman, Ie e niente consi 





i the whole, therefore, T feel compelled to sum up the case. adversal; 
Sonlet-ed-Dowleh.” One muet sive. him fill. credit: fort euch pel aaAitebe att 
Possesses (and personally he is a pleasant and inost hospitable man, fur botter endowed 
with the graces than his rival, the Kawam-ul-Mulk), und for the fet that during the 
Just ten months the couduct of the Kashkais, taking it all round, haa boon’ really 
exmplary. But he isan arrant and incorrigible intriguer, and. he dows nob, possess the 
strength of character requisite to make him really elliciont Uchusi, or to enable hitn 
to hold his own against hostile Kalantar or his brothers unbsoked by Government 
resources, and the very fict of his hereditary claims, whilst. socuringg the doubtiil 
loyalty of some sections of the tribe, ually ensures the hostility and ealoury of the 
other It is possible, no doubt, tbat the cdunao of evento in Southern Perdia fon Kive 
the Soulet-ed-Dowleh some fresh opportunity of proving bis worth, nnd of displaying: 
his good-will to the British Government, and hut loyalty to his own Goversiment, in 
Some manner more tangible than by mere talk; but it seems, on the whole, more, 
katy iat th untazal progres of events wil tend more end mire to dierodit him, and 

sirability of wlfering entiral i 
Tikhaviship of the Kashkuis « Lee eT eee 
A copy of this despatch is Using sent for information to the Secretary to the 


Government of India in the Forvign Department, and to the Political Resident'in the 
Persian Gulf, 





Thave, ke, f 
W. F. ©, O'CONNOR’ 


[ise7] Hl 
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No. 15. 


Sin W: Townley to Sir Baward Grey.—(Received January 12, 1914.) 


No, 291.) 





‘Pohvan, December 24, 1913. 
TAM not yet in-possession of any detailed information respecting the. recent 
operations of the gendarmerie on the Shiraz—Bnshire road other than. that which has 
been comniinicated to you by telegrams, but there appears every reason to believe they 
wero carried out with perfect success after the foolish behaviour of the detachment 
eft at Kazerun, xmder Persian officers, had threatened to wreck the whole undertaking. 
Some faults would appear to have been made, and it was most unfortunate that 
‘Ai Mohamed Kamaredji was allowed to eacapo on the first occasion when he was 
aurrounded in a fort, and, after a combat lasting some hours, managed to get away 
under cover of the night with all his followers, including women and baggage animals. 
Teseems hard from Major O"Conugr’s account of the oecnrrence to acquit the Swedish 
oflicer in command of all blame, sines there was bright moonlight, and. the fort. was 
Surrounded on all sides. On the whole, however, tle Swedes carried out their work 
‘well, and it required no small nmonnt of courage, after having had to retire to Daliki, 
4p inako good the rear which was threatened, to attack the diflioult Tangi Turkan Pass 
vith a small force, in the face of the determined opposition of the tribesmen who have 
gained by their proweas in the past uo mean name ns fighting men. That certain of 
tho oudaws are still abroad is unfortunate, but. it is hard to catch such people when 
they take to the mountains, andoone esn only hope that they will be captured in 
due course, 

Tiatost reports received show that the road is now open betyreen Shirag and 
Bushiro, whilst preparntions aro being made to put posts on the road north of Shiraz 
up to the frontier of the Ispahon province. ‘he continuation of the good ordor 
Gstablished ‘can only be maintained if’ the necessary funds are forthcoming, and the 
gestion wher han Sande aro to bo found ‘will soon havg to be faced, ns. the Persian 
‘Trosuny is in no eondition to supply them, and the revenue of the. province, thong 
nyu improved, will not be. muent Zor the pone, On the existing budgot t 
Porsfin Government has to find about 25,0001. in addition to the 100,001. advanced 
the purpose by is Majesty's Government, and T understand that it is proposed to 
fiueraase the effective fore from about 2,000 men to 2,700. Major O'Connor dloprecates 
ihiis increase a6 unnecessary, and I propose to represent his reasons for coming, to this 
Alossion, which appear to ine ound, tothe genoralgommanding, 

T Mave tho honour to submit’ to you herewith copy of a despatch from Major 
O'Goanor, which Lhave received since T commenced to write this despatch, in, which, 
Lrogtot 10 soy, he reports that it has bean by tio means vasy to induce the Swedish 
officor charged with tho accounts to submit the samo for proper,control, in accordance 
With dhe arrangement made with the Persian Government when His Majesty's 
Governmont agreed to mako the advance for the servic of the Kars gendarmerie. 
‘Whis 14 the qenoral complaint against’ the Swedes, that they will not submit their 
accounts, and that thoir mothods ore .oxtravagnut. I. shall speak to General 
THjalmargon on the subjeot, and shall point out to him that itis in the interests of the 
gondarmorie oflivers themselves that thoy should accopt the help of those who are 
Hottor able than they are to prevent, theis boing robbed by unserupuloas persons whom 
they may have taken into their service. 

Tt would be of great assistance to me to know whether His Majesty's Government 
propase to make\a further advanco to tha Persian Government on account of the 
Zondarmerie of Bars at tho end of the year, for which the first advance swas.made, Tn 
Submitting this question to you, Sir, T wonld respectfully bog to point out that the 
original request of tho Porsian Government was for financial assistance such as would 
Gnablo thom to make sure of the maintenance of a suitable force in Fars for 0 period 
Of threo. years. In recommending this matter to your favourable consideration, L 
vould venture to add that. the success achieved by the gendarmerie has more than 
ome up othe most saaguine hopes of whut might be expested from thom in vo short 
‘time, Lhave not yet been appronched by the Persian Governnent on the subject, 
Sut it would appear to me moat important that, if it is intended to come to their help 
writh a fresh advanes, there should be no monient when the success of the undertaking 
Tnight be imperilled by uncertainty as to whother or no further funds will be 


forthcoming. Tha 
70; 














, fo. 
WALTER ‘TOWNLEY, 
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Enclosure in No. 16, 


Major O'Connor to Sir W. Townley, 


ar, present, 
(000 mon should 


ly tobe made in reorganisation ‘of oval 


3 y i discuss thi ion wi 
oficer commanding in connection with new budget eainates Wes he BoHeral 





{1492} No, 16, 
¢° ae W. Tonenley to Sir Baveard Grey,—(Necetved January 12, 1014.) 
ir, 


Tehran, 
IN my despatch No, 126 of the 9th Juno last'T had Cis winner ion 


notice a scheme tor diverting the waters of tine of th i 

ti 7 t @ tributar 

at ts source into seraasaa ales Jn onder £9 increne the foutter Berne 
‘m0 ly his Highness the Zil-es4! a 

adie Uy the manager of he Rossan Honk a {opalian, ‘he pet sri is 

* eof the Karkunan Wator Scheme, hns tak ; 

that the spot bas been visited by tio Rusti v seine 

hat the spot bas b ti inn engineers, who have declarod that the 

seheme i a feasible one, but that its execution would cst about 1,000,000 tomans, oF 


spughly 188 0001, anit neoesitates the boring of a channel about $000 motte Tong 


A demand for a concession to carr 
‘2 dona to enmy out. the, work hi 
Pees Government by Akber Mirza, A. son of the’ Zil-os- Suen ay sSileeenie 
st prseosed is intores Sen Pein Bi soho ‘sinoe Tam told by M, Sabline 
uo course to His Majesty's Goverument, ain the place where i pope eee 
I lace whe 
out the work isin the neutral one, Tt would ape a SNe means dea 
eoweny capital wl bo suc for te exetution of he selon, which {eof in 
my , of a natu yy. existing British interests that i 
Heer ct so oy yf 
f : an in 
aa it Spoke ue the pate ion of the aren ote nue eee 
hi re is reason to boliovs may be followed bj i 
emer eed ert 
‘at Russian proteetion carsioe with, not infrequently, inumunlty fromthe paymont 
Tu sending a copy ofthis despateh to Bushise, Pct Govertors General 





Thave, &o. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 





11036) No, 17, 


ir W. Townley to Sir Hdtoard Grey —| ‘anuary 8, 1914. 

Sir W. Te Sir Edi ry. —(Recwived Ji 9) 

{e288} ‘ 
ir, 


WITH references to my despatch No. 291 of the 24th i 
PITH re 2 i th instant, T hiaye th 
tranamit to you herewith, copy of a despatch which I hiave iat nestven ee 


Pelivan, Decenber 29, 1018, 


acting British consol at: Shiraz report reoent ji ij 

cont af the eeu a Sharan i ES en Seal a 
4 regards the high-handed bebaviour of the Pers 

‘ander the immediate supervision of Swedish offcnrs, I repro ey tint panes = 
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general from all parts of the country, I have discussed the matter with General 
‘Hjalmarson who tells me that it is a question that is reesiving attention, and which can 
only be checked by the application of sovere disciplinary measures such aa will be taken 
‘ig soon as culpable responsibilities on the part of Persian gendarmerie officers or men is 
established. Many complaints are being carefully gone into, but it is difficult to secure 
evidence against tees amongst the ley population. Any Persian who Ania bitealt in 
the possession of unaccustomed power is likely: to misus® it, and one can hardly expect 
‘exempliry behaviour from half-diseiplined men until they have had « longer course of 
military training, 
T have, &o, 


WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure in No, 17, 


Major O'Connor to Sir W. Townley. 
Q¥o, 45; Conttontial) 
it, Shiras, December 6, 1913. 

I HAVE the hononr to submit herewith a report on my recent journey to Kamaxiy 
suid bale, ud on the Sperationa of vio geadarmert in eo far as I tus able to witicee 
and to judge of them, 

‘Ap already roported T lett Shitaz on the 9th November, atid accompanied Major 
Usela to Dashtarjin, ab whieh pluce we halted until the gendarmerie column arrived 
thers on the 11th, "On the folowing day the column resimed its march. towards 
Kazernn, 1 inspected the troops with Major Uggla before they marched off, and 
foond thon looking well and cheerful, neatly ‘urned out, nd apparently. well 
disciplined. 

‘On the road out I took the opportunity of examining the block-honses which have 
dour, constricted by the gendarmerie at various places. I attach o detailed list of 
thew for your Excellency’s information, ‘They appear to faye been well and solidly 
constructed, and should prove « strong deterrent to robbers and raiding parties 

‘The column strived at Kazorun on the 19th and halted the following day, On the 
wn of the 15th a force of all arms, about 600 to 700 strong, with its five Swedish: 





oflicors (Majors Uggla’ and Tandberg, and Captains Killinden, Poustte, and Lundberg 
miarshed owt, towards Sbapur distiet which lies to the north of che Busbire rox 
extending from about the village of Dehris to the Rakdar caravansorai, and bounded by 
tho hills about flyo or six miléa to the north. I had on the previous day, discussed 
with Major Uggla io plans for, the occupation of this atic, aud refine from 
agoonpanying the column as T feared that my presoncé might only embarrass the 
Swedish olfows in. heit negotintions with Mohammed Ali Khan, Ensbkuli, and the 
brigand Ali Mohammed, 

‘As fat as concerned Mohammed Ali Khan no difficulty was experienced. Major 
‘gulswon an dv auos guar ot envaley/ to out oft his etree? in tems to iaeditaboieny 
trowoliery, and himself proceeded direotly to his fort of Futeabad. Here he was 
courteously received by Mohammed Ali Khin, who appeared to be ina wholesome 
stato of apprehension, ail who agroed to quit tho disci. with al his men on the 178 
Iaving only (by arrangement with Major Uggla) some thirty tufangchis to act as joint 

vada to various towers, together with the gendarinerie. 

Whilst these nogotintions were fn progress Captain Pousotte had advanced with a 
few men to tho TulisKuhak fost (these various places will ba found marked on sheet 
No, 10,0, of the dogreo sheets published by the Surrey Departinent of India), occupied 
by Ali Mohammed and his band, aud called upon him to eurrender. On. his refi 
to do so foree of all arms advanced aguinst the fort, and at 2 v.at, bogan the at 
upon it ‘These operations, lasted until Sunset, and were continued during the night. 
‘As fur as L could: gather from the accounts of the Swedish officers, the attucke was 
Well pressed forward, the two small 7-centim, mountsin guns advancing ayentually 
to within 50 to 100 yards of tho walls of the fort, and the gondarmes in gerigral 
Dohavinie vory well’and courageously, ‘The brigands (estimated at about fy in. 
nnumbut) kept themselves woll hiddon, anid maintained a brisk and accurate fire on the 
attackers. 

‘The forb itself, which ] examined mysolf the next morning, is an exceedingly strong 
ong, standing on 6 small is, Duile of seid stone, and with to ters of Bice 

‘Aftor nightfhll (uecording to the accounts of the Swedish officers on the spot) the 
troops entitely surrounded tho fort, and a storming party waa held in readiness to rash 













































i-Kuhak fort, and thon rode on to 
el during, the aflemoon, | They aed 
W his officers conducted 4 reconnaissance 0! 
country ae fic as Kouar Takhtoh. Av this pace le met thy Kalnitar und tho agent oe 
Over of the ane ammerab, snd explained to them his conditions regarding, the takin, 
Gren of ths nad: that isto say, fr, tho immodiate eossation of rahdani; wegondly, the 
eaeegnales fe the gendarmerie of all towers and exravanserais und thitdly, the payvasut 
Tala rotacned si Mfomancon aleady arranged by the Governor-General Major 
Dagie eturued with the impression that those toring would be aeoopted, bit that ie 
Tutspucions uviatble to insist upon the immediate. surrender of ull towers, ‘These 
sexe dations were filled and the gendarmerie osupied tho. Konke Tate lain the 
ey iy fighting, Iewving one or two towers in the possession of the lool 
T myself returned to Kazerun on the 18th x j essa 
Kuzer he 18th as it soeme r 

secompany the gendarieris any freer, All was quit ue Russe shear t teach 
trough that ple alviough a certain apse exited ag roparis Cha whereabouts not 

of Ali Mohammed and hia band ; but the situation w e 
fatiofhotory, aud in every respeot favourable to th Guiana ee ee 
ee hari me the sreatent aistonishment. that 

ra he 22nd of ¥ i just 
Stinson the 22nd of the events whish had just take pl 























his 

in dealing’ with 
officers, to heat any 
fied in course of time, 


A copy of this despatch is boing sent to the Secretary to t 
RPS Sie ote 
Thavo, &e. 
W, F. 7. O'CONNOR, 


in the Foreign Department, and to 






List of Block-houses constructed, or under construction, by th ie 
Hod beeen Sivas end Waren, mers one 


Between Chenar Rahdar and Khand: 





ign -— 
1, Pul-iSeyum, 
2, Burj--Deh Sheikh (existing Burj repaired and strengthened), 





. Pul-i-Duzd. 
4. Shoo-e6Saltanch, 
[687] 
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Between Khan-i-Zinian and Dashtarjin — 

5, Karagateh Bridge. 

6, Root of Sinch Safid Pass, 

7, Burj-iimuri, summit of Sineh Safid Pass (repaired and strengthened). 


Between Dashtarjin and Mian Kotal:— 


8, Tul-icMur, on the Mullah Naira Pass leading into the valley of the Shapur 
River, 
9, Post-iSurkhi, at the foot of the Pir-i-Zan Pass. 
10, Summit of the Pir-i-Zan Pass. 


Between Mian Kotal and Kazerun :— 


11. Dashti Barm. 
12, Top of Kotul-i-Dukhtar, 


‘And besides these various caravanserais and other existing buildings have been 
repaired and rendered defensible, 





(1429) No. 18. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 12.) 
No. 6.) 


ir, St, Peteraburgh, January 7, 1914, 
I HANDED to the Minister for Foreign Affairs yesterday a copy of your despatch 
434 of tho Bist ultimo on the subject of the Trans-Persian Railway project, aftor 
giving hima brief summary of its contents. 


he only point which M, Sazonof discussed in any detail was that of the 
participation of the French in the request for the option, ‘The suggestion that the 
Fronolt Minister should join in the representations to be made by his Russian and 
British colleagues had, his Excellency said, really come from the Persian Government, 
who were afraid that, were they-to comply with the reqnest for an option addressed to 
them by England and Russia alone, Persian public opinion would reproach them with 
granting to those two Powers a concession that would result_in the eventual partition 
Gf Persia between them. [rom what Vossuk-ed-Dowleh had said to the Russian 
Chargé d’Affaires it appeared that the Persian Goyernment would greatly prefer that 
the request for the option should be made in the first instance by the Société d’Mtudes, 
‘and that, as soon as this request ind been presented, the British and Russian Legations 
should make representations in support of it. M. Sazonof expressed the opinion that 
this would be the best procedure to follow. 
‘Though questioning me somewhat closely with regard to the attitude adopted by 
His Majesty’s Government on the subject of the concessions of ports on the Persian 
Gulf, his Excellency gave me no indication of what his own views were on the subject, or 
‘as to whetlier he would be satisfied with an application for the granting of allreasonable 
facilities to the International Company at the maritime terminus. On my: referring: 
to the Persian Railways Syndicate, M- Sazonof remarked that he feared that some of 
the lines which they wished to constract in a northerly direction from the, coast 
wrould meet with opposition from the Russian Government. He also observed, during 
the course of our conversation, that his personal opinion was that, uutil His Majesty's 
Government were prepared to link up the Trans-Persian Railway with the Indian 
pailway system, nothing would be done beyond the construction of certain sections 
of it, and that the scheme as a whole was “ Zukunits Musik.” 
have, &e, 
G. W. BUCHANAN, 


———— ee 
















































































































(182) 


0, 8) 
ho) Re 
car Mehra Na 216, cerca 
provious decision, but before finally decidins 


1, In what way you apprehend that our relations with Persian Government will 


YO! 


be endangore 


id ‘ =. a 
®, Exactly what arrangement you propose in order to give effet to your alternative 


suggestion. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


ea , Tanuary V4, 1914. 
eras ORs Tenses TaN 
to know definitely— 








[1567] 
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(1614) No. 19. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Rdward Grey,—(Received January 12.) 
(No, 12.) 
{eles ii.) Tehran, Janiary 12, 1914. 
TEERAVAAT assay Gonconsion\UnreafEnn 50 hopelessly wreoked by the, Io 
@elay which has occurred in securing its sunotion. I Joarn trom the “ chet de Cabi 
of the Minister for Fonvign Allan through in indireot source unconnected with the 
synilicate, that the Minister for Foreign Affairs is opposing it, most vigorously in. the 
Cabinot.on the ostensible ground that it ia clear that it no longer has the suyport of 
His Majesty’s Goveroment. Minister fin Foreign Atfirs’ real reason ib. probably to 
please Rossi, as he believes, and to give ventilation to his ill-will towards un, ‘Thotigh 
how outwardly as friendly: as ever, Tim inclined: to think that we eball in future mest 
with much hidden opposition from him, He has not forgiven whit he belioves to have 
been ai intentional slizht in London, and. probably attributes his recent failure to form 


4 Cabinet to. lukewarmness on my part, for which there is no reason, ax the question 
was never seriously raised, 
















(659) No. 20, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
(No. 16.) 
(Telegraphic:) R. Foreign Office, January 12, 1914, 


‘'MRANS-PERSTAN Railway. 

Russian Chorgé d'Aflaires has communicated to ug that Persian Minister for 
Foreign Affairs desires that request. for option should be presonted by Sooiéed 
d'Etudes and not by: two legations, and that; Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs 18 
disposed to mect his wishes. I should he prepared to join with Russian Government 
in asking société if they would bo willing to adopt this course, but I proauime Russian 
Minister for Foroign ‘Airs hias considered that tho roquest, will consequently bo 
made by @ group inwhich the French participate, and that Germuny may thoretore 
possibly saise objections. I should have proferred the tivo logations making the 
Fequest, as had been already. arranged, but I will not press this if it is likely to ‘eauso 
difficulties at Tehran, 

















[67977] No. 21, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
(No. 6.) 
(Telographic.) Porcign Ofice, January 19, 1914, 


MY tolegram No. 480 of 31st Decombers Shaticel-Araby 
Please do your ttmost to expedite reply of Persian Government, Tt ia desirable 


that our agreements should bo published shordly after Parliament meets, and dolay at 
‘Tehran is a principal difficulty, 





(1614) No, 22: 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. Buekanan, 
(No. 18.) 
{Melagrphic) Boreign Ofice, January 18, 1914, 
PEHRAN telegram No, 12 of 12th Januaiy: Kerman mining concession, 


Your Excellency should urge Minister fo. Foreign Affairs atrongly ip nasent 
Without further delay to the principle of one-third participation by Société d'Ietudeo in. 
Kerman mining concession in noutral zone, ‘Tho British ayndieate began negotiations 
four years ago, before trans-Persian railway question came into being, and 
Secured active support of His Majesty's Government. Syndicate have now made very 
Teasonable offer, in order to meet wishes of Russian Goverument, and) itis nob 
Gquitable that their interests and prior rights should be kept in auspense any longer, 
Hs Majesty's Government attach great importance to the sottlement of this question, 



























































































(2068) 


Sin W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey (Received January 15.) 





(No. 15) 
(Telegraphic) R, 

FOUR: tologram No. 6 of 19th Jaouary : Shattal-Arab. 

‘Whe Minister for Foreign Affairs tells me that he is authorised by the Regeat and 
the Cabinet to state in writing that the Persian Goyerament will agree that Persian 
vessels shall pay tonnage dues on the Shatt-ol-Arab, provided that a declaration 
reserving Persia's riverain rights, which will be made in the same communication, 
will not. be contested. Persia will also give her adhesion to the proposed ‘Turkish 
Commission, provided that she is not asked to do so in such @ way as will projudice 
hor rights. 

Tmuch hops that this pro formd reservation will not be found objectionable, Tt 
has been very hurd to get the Cabinet to agree to even this. h capital has been 
made by the opponents of the present Government out of their acceptance of the 
frontier agreemont, which the general public, and at heart all the members of tho 
Cabinet, refuse to recognise as favourable 10 Persix. ‘The Ministers feel that they must 
seizo the oecasion to rehabilitate themselves a little by making reservation, which can 
have nothing but an academic valuo once the Riverain Commission and all that it 
inyolyes is accopted. 





shran, January 15, 1914. 
































(2071) No. 24. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 15.) 
ie a ) R&R : 
(Telegraphic. 5 
OU 





(2074) No. 25, 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received January 15.) 
(No. 17.) 
(Melographic,) Re Tehran, January 15, 1914. 
MINISTER for Foreign Affairs has informed me that a man named ‘Kayed Zafar, 








roputed to have been ringleader in attack in which Captain Eokford lost his life, thas 
been killed at Dehbid. Shiraz reports that story is true, but that the brigand in 
wuestion was killed by tufangohis whilst engaged in endeavouring to loot caravan, and 

{tthe Persian Goverment can claim no special credit for the deed, though the 
district is well rid of tho miscreant, 











[2102] No. 26, 


Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Bdward Grey —(Received January 15) 
Sk. Petersburgh, January 15, 1018 


No. 16 of 12th January : Reina Voreiat Railway, 
vould be 






for Porsian 
than to one 


Government to accede to request for option made by So. 
Presented! to them by the two legations. As, moreoyei, German 
Aware tht concession was to be granted to international coupany in which Freuch 
were represented, he did not think that it mattered much by whom request was 
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presented. Ho would suggest that our representatives at Tehran should be instr 

to confer togethor and to endeavour to ascertain whether Persian, Goveramentetihon 
serious importance to request being made by société, as it waa only out of consideration. 
for their position that he had moved in the matter. 








2102) No. 27. 


eat) Sin Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 


logis) B 
1 BUCHANAN’S tek 5 
Vorshoildastes woes ee 


Foreign Office, January 16, 1914. 





[2102] No, 28. 
pen Sir Edicard Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 
telegraphic.) R. 


ies 
‘OR telogram No; 15: Thans-Perian Railway ee Yomuary 16, JO. 
I conear inthe proposal of the Ru 


Go 
Sir W. Townley accordingly. vernment, and have instructed 











(2831) No. 20; 
Mr, Greenway to Foreign Office, (Received January 17.) 
ae Winchester Soa road Struct, London, 
J BEG to acknowledge receipt of your Confidential letter of the 81st ultimo 


advising, the gontents of a lotter which kas’ been: recoived from the Brit 
ee kee ne and of the reply which it is; proposod to make to Hanae 
ra oe ‘any observations whieh we may have to make on tho sibjest fore 
lave submitted your letter to my colleagues, and aim desired 
tons of tho reply; which Hix Majesty's Govoramont. propose to rakes the Son 
group of the socidté are quite in accordance with the facta and with ous yiows, wad 
herefore that there is nothing svhch can, in their opinion, be uscfully added, 
Lam at o timo desired by the membors of 
His Mbjety’s Goverament tse thanks for making the porkion quo ous lo tie 
T would venture to once moro point out that the negotiations i 
; for th 
havo! now heen drugaing: on for & very eonaldorablo period, and Tha thereto 
Fequested to express very strongly the hope that His Majesty's Government will be able 
to press the Russian Government for an early settlement, a8 from th onslosed copy of 
® tologram which has recently come to hand from our agent at ‘Toran it wead 
Sppee Tee the Russian objections, and the consequent absence of support from 
Majesty's Minister, are now tho only obstaclo to the signing of the concession, 
Tam, &e, 
©. GREENWAY. 





Enclosure in No, 20, 
Copy of Delegram received from Mr. Maclean (Tehran), dated January 13, 1914, 


THE Prime Minister informs mo confidentially that unless’ the British Legati 

press the Persian Cabint to conalude the mining conoosion the mater mmuet dese or 
der Ich is opposing, the concessi 

the ground ‘that the British Ministor will This apport oak aia 

objections lodged with the Brisk Goveramags, ) VPP on feeount of Russian 








(667) 




























































12068] 30. 





Sir Bdward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
(No. 13.) 
(Telegraphic.), R. 

YOUR telegram No. 15 of 15th January. a 

‘As far as { can judge, tho proposal you describe in outline may, on closer 
examination, perhaps prove acceptable, but 1 am not quite clear to. whom the reserva- 
tion is to be made, nor what is understood by Persia's “ riverain rights,” and J cannot 
support a general expression of this nature, which contains the germs of continual 
future disagreement. If by the expression Persia merely reserves her fresdom of 
navigation, 1 do not object, but this should be explicitly stated, and there ean be no 

muestion of Persian sovereign rights on.a river of which the whole waterway is Turkish. 

foreover, there is in the Anglo-Turkish Convention of 20th July, 1913, limitation 
jn duration of Commission, which may be fixed at sixty years, It is essential that 
Porsia should agree to levy of dues for serviees rendered for all time. : 

Tt would save time if you were to discuss wording of a document which would 
moet the caso with Porsian Government, and telegraph draft to me, 60 that 1 can 
‘approach Russian and ‘Turkish Governments without delay. 

{ cannot understand how Persian Ministers can “at heart refuse to recognise ” 
frontier agreement as favourable to Persia; it is clearly and demonstrably so along 
tho whole line, and even in Zohab Persia acquires more than she had by the Treaty of 
Brzoroun or the award of the Mediating Commissioners, You should emphasise these 
‘considerations, 





Foreign Office, January 17, 1914. 











No. 31. 





(2899), 


Sir @, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey —(Received January 18.) 


ye 18.) 
(elographic,) Re 
"RERMAN Mining Concession. 
My telegram No. {6 of 6th January, 
‘Aidenémoirs received from Russian Government states that Société d'Etudes 
consider offer to them of one-third participation in mining concession in neutral zone 
Tnaccoptuble, ‘They do not aimat sharing in syndicate’s concession. Thekr sole object 
js to secure for thomselves rights (including mining rights) over a strip not, exceeding 
100-kilom, on both sides of future railway, whatever direction it may take. ‘To deprive 
Gooiéts of such rights which are alyrays accorded to railway enterprises in Eastern 
‘countries may render raising of necessary capital yery dificult. 
For its part, Ministry of Foreign Affairs considers that attempt to limit activity 
of Suciété to neutral zone incomprohenaible, inasmuch as under arrangement 
auopted Sy Société Bnglish group will have sich a preponderance in respect of 
southorn portion of railway that that portion will be practically: British. 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs further supposes that if satisfaction is given to tho 
Socidté's desire’ to obtain above-mentioned strip adjoining railway thoy will agreo to 
‘participation. proportionally in syndicate's ndvanee to Persian Government, (Fud of R.) 


St. Petersburgh, January 18, 1914. 

















Tn conversation with Minister for Foreign Affaira, I said thot above reply would 
he most disappointing to you, as, yon attached the greatest importance to, speedy 
sottlement of question, Société d’Btudes must remember that syndicate had applied 
for concession long before trans-Persian railway scheme had been put forward, 
and that Russian Government had at the time raised no objections. 1 did not seo 
how His Majesty's Government could now withdraw their support, from syndicate, 
‘whioso prior rights must be respected. Tt was ridiculous for Société to think that-they, 
Could tiequiro 100, kilom. on either side of the railway anywhere they pleased, even 
supposing, a might bo thy caso in qur zone) that teritory claimed had already been 
acquired by» Betsh company. Syndicate would bave_ obtained the eoncession 
‘already had it not been for veiled opposition of Russian Government, and this was 
‘hardly « friendly proceeding on the part of tha latter. Syndicate had made a fair offer 
to société. ‘Tho latter could not expect to supplant British enterprise in this mauner, 
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and if they tried to do'so they would get no support for railway i 

aa if the ‘ Ay oul et no support for allway in England. Thegged 

hs Eaoelleney to-wit his opposition, and ta indi the Soe to como to terms 

‘Minister for Voreign Affairs said that concession compris ic 
comprised very I 

sural Zou, and unis eould not be expected to give us monopoly there Hy feared 

sh ey tese questions of railways would sow seeds of discord between Russia and 
laud, “Russian group was strongly represented in the Duma, and he, would be 

‘eam of sacrificing Nossa meta interests, Ta oil haweve, do Mis bon 

fotry and induc ion, a 

ityou insisted in supporting claime of syndieaton Ts o> Maat could be: done 





[2509] No. 32. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Hadward Grey.—(Received January 19.) 
(No. 297.) 
ir, Tehran, December 2 

WITH reference to my: despatch No, 290 of. the 97th Octolus ost t bay she 
honour to forward to you herewith translation of a nota which T have recoived from the 
Aosistaut Minister for Foreign Adhirs in reply. to tho Anglo-Russian joint note of the 
27th Ostober, on the subject of the ‘Turco:Pervinn frontion delimitation’ 

Thaye, &o, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 





Enclosure in No, 32, 


aia) Mushaver-ul-Mamalek to Sin W, Totontey. 
‘our Excellency, Telivan, November Vi 

_THAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipe of tho, note of the rth Ocal, 
4919, signed by your Excellency and the Russian Chargé d'Affaioy, and adreed to 
hin Highness the Prime Minster, relating to tho determination of tho ftontiors of 
arsia and Turkey, T saize this opportunity to.exproas boforohand the fuelinge of 
do of the Persian Government for the friendly eo-oporation, and. assistance of the 
ish and Russian Governments, who have always acted aw intermediaries for tho 
Plrpore of removing differences sind adjusting: frontion quoitiona:botweon the Persian 
and Turkish Governments, and more ospectilly for tho offestnnl ussidtance  ronderd 
with the objeet of bringing about settlement of thees differences betwen the two 
wernments. At the same time I have to say that telegraphic iustraotions have heen, 
sent to the Persian Ambassador at the Sublime Poste to align the frontion protocal, and 

to intduce tela-ul- Mali» the Persian commissioner, a 

ave the firm assurance that, after the formation of the fronti agi 
atové mesvoned, whenever ths Persian aod ‘Tuskish comigvoners ate uaable to sie 
Pane 3 the representatives of the two Powers’ will intervene in order to 
faclitate the york and to bring about an agrvemant botwesn thom inthe manner of aa 
T do not think it <uperfluous here to bring to your Excelléney’s notios tha vi 

‘ the vie 
or coe epic tr aie eer aaa ee 
tion of the Persian Government on the Shatt-el-Arab, and to express tiie conviotion of 
hin Goverment as to the sourty of these muloubied ght 

urthermore, the utmost hope is entertained that the representatives of t 

‘Powers in delimiting tho frostisrs of Zobub will give thee parGoulas atvenion tothe 
summer and yinter migration of the Persian tribes in those distriots, and will obseive 














the rights of the Persian tribes in such TE i 
Ne RAD Re aMI REMUS TT Oe 
T avail, &, 
‘AGT KULI. 

















































































































36 
(2510) No. 33. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received January 19.) 
aoe Tehran, January 2, 1914, 
in, 


5 2 had the honour to forward. 
despatch No, 259 of the 20th November Jast I ha 8 , 
to some peasants Captain A. T, Wilson's Luristan diary for the period from 
the Sth to the 19th October. ae aay ar rg ces 
«have the honour to enclose a copy, which I have just recsived, 

wits ceey he ne vac together with his diary from the 19th October to the 
9th November, on which iilee date he arrived at eh ne 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 





——— 


Enclosure 1 in No. 33. 


retract from Diary for October 2 








October 2 
thelr way to\ their win 
Rhormabad, and it i 


Buru i! 





i i ig dof Burajind on: 

—The Bairanwand are now leaving the neighbourhood i 
inter quarters in Pusht-i-Kuh they ate at poset canped near 
in consequence, difficult to induce any messenyer to proceed to 














y De Fe cas 
nid a month's ealary to the Baharwand (900 tomans), finding it impos 
get thn‘ to aout log af they wanted to buy gran, a, bore. 1 am espero 
th diouly i got afin can Waly, fbb no big merchants in the 
yn, nd cheques on Hiamadan, &e, uot being in demand, 
vo tee Albina Khun of tho Al Khoa Sagwand, who spend the sume, noth 
of Khorwabad” aid the winter (generally) nea the Puls-Kalhor, wrote to the 
Hoglorbot weet, complaining that hd neglected. him, whilst 1 had been entering 
inte agecemonte with others, enying that he wanted bis share and that if he was n 
itr make trouble 
ran eee fo be sent to the effeat that be had nob boon forgotton, sod at 
when Teumo to make neringemente for the country north of Khoromabad he would 
a to tgn ugreements, a ; ; P 
a eae Atal rumcurs regarding the onely undval of a Govarnoc at Burj th 
a tage fro are current and isn kly tt they have somo funtion, The 
tribe having. almost all lef the his for che low country, there io no longer anything 
for tho sald Governor and. large foreo to bald a 
“ Governors” are proverbial in Luriatau, ; f 
ONT tte ty the: Oniwasil chs in Gila, $0 miles north of Dish, 
telling Hm to send hostage to Diafl oo kept in ato custody ponding our atrival 
td, having donee, to mest on ur downvand jurnay and eonduct 
mi near Qal'ch Riza vit Qal'eb Husainiyeh, s 
Toe at thon ma Gals on Sho. quraa for signatare, and. seat our mail’by the 
same mideannger, Ne : Perens 
ote to, Sagwand Khang (Basil and Sadiq) near Diefu, telling : 
very Baily shoul the rutvy pty to work i tha lentory, aud to dtr 
dlisedaion a ty towards, dt, til ny aval eae at 
OST wiolo to one egeut nt Dish Shik Atl Hassns) instructing. him, amongst 
other things to gob accommodation for Mita Alt Alar and the Divainbgts soars, 
Ghd to atmiage for tho cotontion in Diufal of tho Qalawand hostages by A. Ali, 


Tmad-ud-Dafter or otherwise. pene ee 

Additional Assistant to the Political Resident 
in tho Persian Gulf; on special duty in 
Khusistan, 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 33, 
Diary from October 22 to Noveniber 4, 1913. 


October 22.—Vatious chief came into Khoremabad to see me and endeavour to gob 
“robes of honour,” including MivAdil, whose brother, Mic A’ANi, was killed in 1911 
whilst andeasouring to ‘get possession of! me and my caravan with a view to looting it, 
Mir ‘Adil informed Mires) Ali Akbar that he considered me responsible for the eat of 
hhis brother, and that he eonsequently expected a reward from aio, My roph 
briefly, that I'did not admit either bis premise nor his deduction, and that he, having: 
got his share of the 900 tomans, would get nothing more from mio. 

A rumour reached Khoremabad pak to the effoct that "the Regent has returned 
and has combined with the Bakhtiaris to fight the gendarmes and tho Russians ; the 
gendarmes were defeated, and reinforcements haye been sent to ‘Tehran by the 
gendarmes in Truq,” 

Tneredible as it may seem, Plcces of intelligence such as this obtain. general 
credenes in Luristan; Bakhtiaris, Russians, and gendarmes are all looked ake ‘the: 
Lure as $0 many tribes like themselves, and the words “majlis” or niashrutal’™ 
si WA amongst the average tribesmen some mysterious influence, inimical alike to 
“daulat," “Islam,” and‘ qanun.” Tt is a eommonplacelof conversation sinongst them 
the Constitution lias become weak at... . . and the Government is on ita feat 
again,” and I am often asked if it is true that “the ‘mujlis’ are all Babis and backsliders 

from Islam.” When people’s minds are in this chaotio condition it is not oaay’ to 
prodist what offeot any pirtioular arguments or aetion will produce, 

At a recent gathering of elders at which I waa present, og greybsard was hoard 
to remark, with all golemnity, that “it would bo au offence against religion to, assist 
me, because I wory a helmot with a brim, which prevented me from seeing, God,” 

October 23.—Uniler instructions from mo, Mirea Ali Akbar ‘tackled Abbas Khan 
Judeki as to the payment of the Judeki subsidy, making it cloar that it would nab bo 

paid except for the period we were in his territories, on the return Journey, After a: 
great deal of angry discussion, ho got his way and made Abbas Khan'siim a new agreas 
ment in which this was made quite clear—no mean feat: on Ali ‘Akbus's part. It 
remains to be seen whethot Abbas Khan has any kick loft ia hitn, 
con ober 24.—T obtained a. supplementary: undertaking from Saiflah Thon, the 
Diese 's brother, undertaking to behave in the latter's absence and to co-operato: 
with the Boglerbegi. 

T wrote a letter to the Wali of Pusht-i-Kuh informing him of our intentions with 
regard to the survey party, do., and also of the proposd ‘Tuxco-Persten, Frontior 
Commission, and asking hin to neninge for supplion at-cortain pointe, 

Tntiation was received that the Director-General of Persian Post Oflieas’ had 
ordered the office at’ Khoreinabad to be reopened, if possible, Persian administrations: 
generally require a longo stall, and the Khorewabad post office js no excoption ib will 
consist of superintendent, a postmaster, an assistant postmaster, and a farraah, all it 
receipt of ey ‘and coating about three times aa much as the stafY'of an Indian post 
office inthe Gulf with fifty times us much work to do. 

October 29 —Mir ‘Adil and Mir Rustam were induced to seal the various Qurans 
and agreements. Tdid not pay thom anything, 

A useful letter fiom A. Rabbis, the Sardar Alram’s wavir, to his brother was- 
shown ine by the latter; it contained injunctions to the Beglerbog! to, aasiat us in 
every. way 

October 26.—T caused 4 letter to be written to Ghulam Ali Khan Baitanwand by 
Mirza Ali Akbar, telling him to behave himselt and to be tendy to be of service to the 
survey purty in the spring. 

letober 27.—Left Khoremabad soon after midday, escorted by. the principal 
Baburwand and Mir chiefs and Abbis Khan Judeki;’ the Diwanbogi: and bison 

(aged 14), and Mansur Khun, the Boglerbegis won (iged 12), and about sixteen soars 
wero with us, ax arranged, and the Boglerbygi went with us to tho outakicts of the 
cans round the town, At half way we were met: by Baruni and Hatim of the 

luradaliwand; the latter was wounded in the spring in a tribal fight with the 
Qulawand, losing his nose wil one eye, He was ono of the best fighting men of his 
tribe, und bis mutilated condition tends to, keop alive: the bitterness of the blood-feud 
bebween the tribes even’ moro than his death would bave done Our departure from 
Khoremabad was somewhat delayed by further demand’ for money ftom Barani and 
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Husain Khan they were satisted with 100 krane each, to be dedacted from future 
emoluments, 

We camped at Shah in Shah, 9 miles south of Khoremabad, near Kadkhuda 
Muradi,of the Muradaliwand. 

October: 28.—Left Shah in Shah at 7°30 and proceeded by the old main caravan track: 
to the Dadabad plateau, where we left the main track and turned south-west towards the. 
Tudeki country, halting for the uight at Surab-i-Nusrat, a spring on the westside of a 
Hill, overlooking the western wing of the Dadabad plateau and draining towards, 
Raikham and Chimashk. We. minted the hill behind our camp in the afternoon and 
had a fine view north and south. 

October 29—Left Dadabad plateau at 7°20 and marched west-south-west, err 
the Raikham streamat 8 and entering the Marubeh district shortly afterwards, whicl 

‘at-the north foot of Kub-iGhazal, At 9 wo reached the distriot of Sarsang or 
‘Marg Pahanah, amongst’ well-wooded undulating foot hills, ocoupied in spring by the 
Judeki. At this point a track to Khoremabad diverges north-east through the’ 
‘Nong-i-Axjonak to Shurab, We hero turned south-west and ascended the Kub-i-Ghagal! 
by an evsy truck to a pass (7,400 feet) whore we were met by all the principal Kadkhudas 
and chiofa of the Judeki excapt Rathullah Khan. A fine view was obtained south wards 
and westwards, and wo, were able to take some observations, ‘The descent on thie 
southern side was difficult. for our animals, and one mule slipped and rolled down the 
Hill some 20 fect, but luckily was prevented by somo bushes from going further, Some 
knives; forks, cups, &., wore seattered on’ the ground, and before my servant could 
roach the spot a dozon willing hands bud collected vorious articles and pocketed them, 
Yoford the eyes of their chiefs. Abbas Khan, however, had some of them searched, 
and we got. most of the things back. After a difficult descent of 2 miles we reached the 
district of Malitan and camped near Fathullah Khan's tent at 9,200 feet, 

"The Judeki are poor in this world’s goods, and we could obtain neither straw, 
barley, or ven maize Tor our animals, nor did we ourselves fare much better, a little 
meat boing all we could obtain, even on payment, 

Fathillh Khan and Kadkhudis Gul Muhammad and Muhammad, who. had 
eimpowored Abbas Khan to conclude an agreement on their behalf} proved very unvwillin 
to agree to the arruigomonts made by the latter, and attempted to claiw for the Judelet 
aalaries, &,, on the samo scale as the Baharwaud, or even the whole Dirslewand, 
claiming that they had once bean equally in strongth to the latter. It vas, however, 
pointed out to them that the Sardar Alam had accopted 450 tomans, or exactly’ as 
much as 1 was now offering them, and that if they did not prove amenable we should 
hare no diflelly in working along the opposite (mestern, or right) bunk af the 
Kashgan, in his territory, inatead of along the loft bank in Judeki torrit 

October: 30.—Left ‘camp (Minnulun) at 8:15 und went to the Tang-i-Kalhur, 
accompanied by Ghulam Husain Khan Judeki, a near relation of Fathullsh Khan, aud 

ne Judeki riflemen, We roached the Tang st L1, thus joining up with our previous 
jouruey (vide diary for the 9th Ootober). We then turned south and followed the 
Srentein ‘amongst low hills till at 115 we reached the northern mouth of the Tang-i- 
Gay Zardeh, some 5 miles distant from Tang-i-Kalhur ; forge ia impassuble for 
animals, ao we sont our horses over the hill by a steep difficult path, and ourselves, 
‘with Ghulam Husain Khan and a rifleman, went ou foot through the gorge. The 
Kushgan here turns west by north, following the geuerid yun of the strata for about 
2 miles the gogo being very narrow with steep slopes on wither sido, the right bank 
doing almost impassable even on foot, Te then turns south, through the hill, the path 
Yodomning even more dificult, until after another 2 miles of picturesque twisting and 
i i ul yallay, ad ia joined by the Absi-Afrineh aoe 


‘Wo wore hore joined by our caravan, which had! come here ditect from our eamp ; 
it wan acoompanied by Abbas Khan, Fathullah Khon, and gome other Judeki chiefs, as 
‘well ax Husuin Khan, Muradaliwaud, and Mir, Haji of the Mire. 

is pshnps worth while noting that we neucy ell ful of a Tsge riperine eae 


in the Gav Zardeh ‘Tang which was lying on the rocks by our path. 

October 31.—Left Chul-i-Hul at 7°15, passing the spot where the Madian Rud 
nters tho fashgan (on the right bank) at about & miles, and entering the Tange Kia 
at 3} miles (but 6 miles by road). ‘This is a long and, difficult gorge divided into two- 

ta, ‘The frst section is about + mile long and gives acoess toe narrow valley with 
‘Some flat terraced slopes on the left bank, At 54 miles some oil-prings were 
which form the subject of a separate report. At 5} miles the second section of the 
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‘Tang-i-Kish is entered by a difficult track ; unvold ruinéd fort surmounts a preci pitou 
ridge on the left bank. At'64 ailles the river tums wost by north, und tie seme, 
track diverges: south over the Kuh Kamar Si, which is a continuation of the Dalicli 
aes 
We here left the main party and went on foot along the let banle accompanied by 
Munid Khon Judeki and somus of his riflemen; at one point Wo had great duoulty 
moving at all, our way lying aoros sncoth elabs of rook lled nt ai ante of 60d 
and running down sheor to the Kashyau below tis, At 9'miles, attey 2} miles seramn (lin 
along thie narrow gorge, we reached the point whore the river tums ruth again andl 
transets the mange to the south through a narrow gorge. We forded the river (vater 
2. Gin, deop) in an endeavour to avoid another aerobatio effort up the steeply tilted 
Jimestone slopes, but we were: disappointed and ad to retrace our stops und stale the 
aoe ‘on our hands and fect for some 800 feat, descénding again to river tho 
middle of the Tang. Here were remains of a garden, water-mill, and irrigation 
chiamnels, Wo sav trucks of bear and pig in tho ang. “Another + mie through low 
ridges brought us to Murtni, a district lying. at the northorn foot of the Sulti Kul} 
our escort had st fags and fave ae cng mld bala ‘the Tung, and our 
caravan at in three-quarters of an hour later, full of woeful 
carwvan stored qt reports ns to the 
" Nevenber 1.—Left Muruni ab 7:10 a.st, eroased the iver by an easy ford to the 
right bank, whero I jomed upwith my 1011 suey wigal we Rllaved © eco 
bridge known aa, Puli-Kurso’ Dukhtaty in. the Tang’-Khiredars nesobed nt @ loa 
Wessel the rv again leo nd rad tho phn of Waar to Sra tammy 
spring of fresh water at the foot of low hills bounding the plain to the south-east, Wee 
had intended to go. on beyond thi ut sitar the Sudek ilomen with wp nor 
Husain Khan and Mir Haji wor willing vo do’, aid Husain Khan ebjeoted actively, 
a0 we camped here for the night, 
| November 2.—Left Sarab Hammam at 7°6 aac and crossed the low range of hills 
‘which divides the Jaidar from the Chul plain, which we skirted till the spring of Gurr 
Hushki was reashed, ab the foot of tho Chul passs this proved to berhiteen, so wo 
Went on over the pum and: down to. some springe called." KuhareBahtel” (or 
Baga), bot 39 mils rom he mouth of she Tangs-Fug Mie fg I om 
‘st Gurr Hshki, after extracting reward for his invaluable services the eotbination 
of avarice aud’ sevility whieh ie characteristic of Mir Haji i most unpleasant, bud 
stukappily only too common amongst is kind. ; 
ovember 3.—Halted at Kunar-i-Bashlul, Husoin Khan refising 4o/go on, fearng 
8 Qulawand raid. A messenger arrived ftom Diafal with letters dated the 97th Ostobur 
‘November 4.—Lefe Bagh-i-Buhlul and went on 5 ies to Jalabgi wor the Fang 
stroam enters tho Saidmarivh river; we visited tho Tang-ilani an the way. 
"The Baharwand "1" which lnd left Shah in Shali the mame day aa we did, enught 
us up here, and some'tente wore pitokod near ua 
‘A. WILSON, Captain, 7.A., 


Additional Aasistant to the Political Residene 
tn the Persian Gulf ; on apecial duty in 
iusistan, 


Enclogure 3 in No. 33. 
Diary from November 5 to November 11, 1913. 


November 5.—Left Jalabgir at 8:30 and proceeded with Husain Khan Babarwand) 
but with no other tribal escort, to « spot below the Pul-ieTang 15 miles distant, and it 
sas tanderstood that riflemen and chiefs ywould follow on behind ‘us, but a litle min fll 
and they failed to put in an appearnoo, 

__ Husain Khan was not, a little frightened at approwehing the Qulawatid lone, aa a 
serious blood-feud exista between his tribe aud them, but he was prevailed upon to. 
remain with us and accompany us next day to Qal’ch Riza, 

During the night thioyes visited the camp; one was surprised by Mr. Douglas 
as ho was.on the point of entering our tent, and during the huo and ery that followed 
another one managed to steal a mule. belonging, to Mirza Ali Akbar, 

During tho diy’ arch Dogan was impressed with the postin of the right 
bank of the Saidmarreh for railway purposes, and I consequently enquired as to) who 























40 


‘occupy this bank in winter, T ascettained that, from Pul-i-Tang to Pul-i-Gamishan, 
Bairanwand tribea of the Mal Assad section, under Kadkhadas of the Huz Zain Alt 
family, camp near the river. They are ou good terms with the Baharwand and are 
apparently amenable, If necessary an agreement can be made with them. 

November 6.—To Qal’ch Rizh—12 miles—mostly in heavy rain. We found some 
Qalawand messenger, with a quran duly sealed by the Kadkhudas, and with our Dizful 
post with letters of the 3rd November, 

Isont a messenger to call tho Qalawand Kadkhudas in to eee us and discuss the 
agreement already communicated to them in outline, 

Talso sent a messenger to Dizful. 

November 7—The Galawand Kadkhudas, including Feil Babakham, Zagi Nagdi, 
Ali Shab, and Hasir Beg, arrived at 9 A.at, and it was decided that we should go with 
thom to Qaleh Hussiniyeh and finish the negotiations for an agreement there. I 

should have preferred to bave waited two or three days for the Buharwand to represent, 
in strongth, to add force to our arguments, but I could not afford the delay, I could 
have avoided Qaleh Husainiych and tho Qalawand altogether, and proceeded direct 
to Diaful, but this would have prevented Mr. Douglas from passing over nn important 
art of the aligament,. To have delayed coming to an agroement with them would 
Fave meant concluding it while we were at Didul; but the Kadlchudas dare not come 
to Dizful, ond to bring thom there would involyo much delay, even if it were possible. 

‘After much disenasion they undertook to sign an agreement on the some lines as- 
the Baharwand, the monthly silary being 720 tomans, fixed on the ground that. they 
aro considered to. be ‘equivalent to fourlfths of the Baharwand, No porsonal salaries 
‘wor proposed. 

1: is probable thot vnleas the survey party diy leviog Diaful, they will be ext 
of Qalawand territory within the month, aa they only run to @ point some 8 miles 
coast of Qul’eh Riza, . 

November §.—Further negotiations took place with the Qalawand during the early: 
morning, with the result that the monthly salary was raised to 800 tomans (but. not 
availa es ‘ second month unless the survey party is still in their lands, and then 

ntnightly), 

Mey at at rofased to allow us to Ieave till we ad paid the anoney, but were 
eventually content to keep the Divambegt os « hostage, They uscompunted ua somo 
8 miles fowatds Dizftil to WasiZurd, whore they camped pending the receipt of the 
money fiom Dizful, Here we were ‘rejoined by the Babarwand Kadkhudas, and 
proceeded to Dizful.’ Twas mot some way outside the town by a large “ istiqhal” of 
Home seventy or oighty soware, including the sons of all chief men aud representatives 
of various muhallahs; Sadiq Khan Sagwand was aléo present, 

November Handed over to Captain Crosthwaite in the forenoon. 

< ‘A. ', WILSON; Captain, J. 
Additional Assiatant to the Political Resident 
in the Persian Gulf; on apecial duty in 
Khusistan. 


(2726) No. 34. 
onaut-General Wratislaw to Sir Edward Grey. — (Received January 20.) 


Achar, January 19, 1914. 


(No, 2) 
elegraphie) R. 
‘OUR telegram No, 1 of 16th January. 
The ‘Turks have reached Basra and’ paid their first call at Mobammerah on 


Vth January, Tho first formal meating of the Commission is fixed for 21st January. 
‘ho Persians have left Bagdad, and are expected here before then. 

Tanuot speak definitively regarding programme Ueore the Commision, rest, 
Dut certainly anticipate going beyond Hawizeh before the hot weather. The idea 
you mention of skipping the central zone and going on to the north was xy oway and 
imy Russian colleague does not share it now, He hopes to be able to go'straight 
through and downwards, and finish our work at Ararat in November. Personally, 
do not believe this possible nov that 50 much time has been lost, bat (two groups. 
indegypherable] will decide. 
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Captain Wilson catinot possibly be spared from the Frontier Commission, All 
‘he arzangements for the hire of lagegeanimals, dopéts of folder and provisions, 
are in his hands, and if he is suddenly withdrawn the same inconvenience as occurred 
in Luristan is likely to be repeated, andwe may break down utterly in Pushtd-Kuh, 
where in any case the travelling difficulties will be very great. He has already almost 
more thi He can manage and ee help, for which I'am taying to arrange. 
telegraph again shortly concerning programme, 
(Repeated to Bishire.) Pre 





[3027] No. 35. 
Mr. J. @. Lorimer to Sir Bavward Grey.—(Reeeived January 21.) 
(Telegraphic) R. Bushire, January 21, 1914. 

AVITEE reference to-your talogram of 264 January, g 

1, Crosthwaite and Young are here, and have explained fully position as regards 
arrangements for Khoremabad Railway survey. 

2, Tr seomscertain that survey eannot be carried throngh without force, on a system, 

of payments aly. Survey being euliely dependent for safety of lie ad property 
and for receipt of aupplies on attitude of tribes, tho. demands of tho lator, 10 judge 
from experience at Dizful, would bo impossible and intolerable in their own country, 
where they could not be evaded or resisted. There is no: certainty that even those 
tribes ou whose behalf cugagements haye already been signed’ by somo of their lending, 
mon will respect ‘the samo, but rather reason to expect contrary. Even if utmost, 
demands of tribes wore conceded the party would’ in all probability be too much 
harassed to do useful work, and their operations ‘would be linble to be stopped at any. 
moment. An expensive fiseco would be worse than iusponsion of enterprise, 
___ 8, Until some degree of control has been established it anuat, be, 1 venture to thitls, 
imprudent from point of view of British prestige and syndicates finance to attempt & 
survey of dotailed character that is required, If tho enterprisy ia to bo: proceeded. 
with, question of control must, I fear, be facod. No local authorities exist on or 
near the spot in any ease to whom task could ba committed with any hope of 
satisfactory results, “Only expedient I can suggest is the appointment of a suitable 
Persian Governor-General, not a Bakhtiari, of Arabistan and  Luristan, with 
headquarters at Dizful, which will bo bass of survey operations, and ultimately of 
railway construction from Dizful ta Khoremabad. He would requise on organisod 
Iocal force, and results could not be immediate. Raising of local foroo might be 
directed by our political officer at Dieful, ay interests to be served are chiolly those. ot 
railway survey, and he is on the spot, I se enormous dificuliien in way of this 
proposal, bint no other occurs to me. 

4, Should sone suck line of action be adopted, steps naw necessary would apparently: 
be to cluim extonsion of time for syndicate under the clause relating to foroa majeure 
in contract of option, and, secondly, to call on Persian Government under the same 
contract to take measures in Luristan in consultation with His Majesty's Govorn- 
ment to make the survey possible ; and, thirdly, to adjourn ['? oguipmont] of survey 
‘tall ite feasibility ae assured. Meoulehile, poeethy, conditiens Gt opnstuctiny oF 
railway could be settled betwaen tho Persian Govorament and syndicato ou informa- 
tion already available ati some show of activity aight bo mabaiaod by eyndiato 
south of Dixful or on alternative routes. 


_. (Addressed! to. Foreign Office; repeated to Tehran and Goyernment of Thdin, 
with reforence to Crosthwaite's talogeam of 6th January and Bushire telegram No. 21 
of Oth January [? No. 16) of 16th January.) 
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12726) No. 36. 
Sir Edward Grey to Mr.J, G. Lorimer. 


No, '3,) 
{Tels hic) R. & Foreign Office, January 21, 1914. 

SLEASD forrard the following to Mes Wratialay toa vopeat to te ‘egation with 
his No, 2 of 10th January -— 

“(No, 2) 

“Your telogrim No. 2 of 10th January. 

“Position of Khoremalad Railway suryey is such that probably. nothing but 
Captain Wilson’s: preseneo will give it a chance of being carried out, in view of the 
failure of the tribes to adhere to agreement mado with hina personally.” I gather from 
your observations that it is not this sanio difficulty which would arise on the Frontier 
Commission if hho were temporarily withdraven, but that what you apprehend is failure 
Of supply nnd. tronsport arrangements. Is it quite certain dhat those arrangements 
could not, under your supervision, be temporarily left in the lands of a competent 
substitute assisted, if necessary, by a second officer? Tt does not seem likely that 
our Comassion will each Pushi-i-Kub. before Captain Wilsons services would again 

available, 

In, theso cireumstances, T should be glad if you would discuss thie. matter with 
Captain Wilson. He may perhaps be able to make some useful suggestions to moat 
ur difficilty, which is a very graye one.” 





(2381) No. 37. 
Poreign Office to Sir W. Garstin: 


Sir, Foreign Ofice January 21, 1914. 


LAM directed by Seoretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledgo the receipt of your » 


Jottor of tho 16th ultimo relative to the proposed ‘Traus-Persian Railway. 

In this letter you ask for information as. to\ tho present position of affairs with 
Toward to projected concessions for the exploitation of minerals in. the regions to be 
traversed by the lino and for an. aanianot Guat no, arrangements detrimental: to tho 
interests of tho Société d'Etudes of the railway in this connection are in contemplation, 

You further ask that no concessions of the kind in the regions concerned may be 
granted to other applicants before the alignment of the railway. is definitely settled, 
‘since, until this question is decided, the société is procluded from applying for such 
oncosbions there as may be essential to its interests: 

Tam to inform you, in roply, that before the schome for the construction of a 
‘Trans-Porsion Railway was mooted, His Majesty's Government had already promised to 
suppor the application of a British group for » mining concession in.a part of the 
istrict affooted and that this support cannot now be withdrawn. ‘The group in 

tucdtion have, however, in view of the uttitude of the société and in deference to con- 
siderations urged on whom by this Department, consented. to make considerable 
concessions in the interests of the société, His Majesty’s Government are at this 
momtent endeavouring to obtain the congent of the Russian Government to ae 
ments proposed by the British group, which, they trust, will also be accepted by 
the socis 

Jam further to point out that His Majesty's Government have made to the société 
no promise to support any application put forward by: them for concessions of this 
natare and that, m view of the prior obligation under which thoy stand. towade the 
British group referred to, Sin E. Grey is not in a\position to demand of the latter any 
further sacrifice of their interests than that which they have already consented to 
make, 

Lam, &. 
W. LANGLEY. 
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(2331) No. 38, 
Porsign Office to Mr. Greenway. 


Sir, : Foreign Offce, January 21, 1914. 

T AM directed by Secretary Sit Edward Grey to asknowledie the necoipt of your 
letter of the 16th instant relative to the proposed Trans-Porsian Railway, and’ to 
inform you in reply that he has caused a reply in the sense alrzady indiated to bs 
returned to the recent communication of the British group of the Sosidts a'tudes: 

With referonce to the last paragraph of your lotter, Lam ta stete that representa 
tions to the Russian Government on the subject of the mining concession vehich your 
‘soup desire to obtain in the Kerman district have tvioe boon ronower within tho! last 
few days, 

Tam, &e, 
EYRE A. OROWE, 





(3157) No, 39, 
Captain Wileon to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Tanuary 22.) 


(eke) R Mohammerah, January 21,1914. 
AVE jnst returned to Molammerah and have son Foreign’ Office tologram of 
15th January fo Bushire aud British commissioner's reply No, 2 of 10th January. 

Tn view of what has occurred at Dizful during tho past. month, T consider that 
there is now little prospect of survey party gotting through from south this spring, 

I therefore yenture, with British commissioner's ‘cognisince, to submit the 
following suggestion in caso my views aro desired :— 


1, Present survey party to leave Dizful at once and return to Bngland, 
2, Government, to instract me to leave thie Commission after its arrival at, Kasr-i- 
order 9 tako change of datise of tho Lunatan oficor, Tahu hn. bin 
4 position to conduct a small and carefully selected survey party over the railway tonto 
from Kloremabad south in the autumn, 


‘This would involve extension of poriod of the syndicate option, but in view of tho 
<ircunistanoes they ean scarcely: rofuss. 

Tbeliove that I could make arrangements for safe conduct of a party on the above 
Hines but in iow of what has ocourred, Ido not advise patty to try to go up from the 
south. 


(Addressed to Bushire; repeated to Foreign Office to save time.) 





(8160) No. 40, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Batoard Grey, —(Received January 22.) 
1No. 20,) 


(Tel ic.) Re 
er alg 


communicated verbally 
{force majeure. 
(Addressed to Foreign Oifice ; repeated to Bushire.) 
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[8161] No, 41, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bavward Grey.—(Reccived January 22.) 
(No, 21.) 


(Teegssphia) : Tehran, January 22, 1914. 
YOUR telegram No, 4 of Sth January: Fars Local Fores. 

Russian Chargé d’Affaizes tells me that Russian Minister for Foreign Affairs has 
replied to his enquiry to the effect that, although the United States is a Great Power, 
he is prepared to agree to the engagemont of a second American officer for the force: 
of the Governot-Goneral at Fars if I insist upon it, on tho condition that neither ho 
nor Merrill shall ever be employed in Russian zone, 

I should be glad of your instructions, as it seems to me undesirable that I should’ 
He mds fo appeet insistent yon anyibing that may be distasteful to the Russian 

jovornment. 





(8162) No, 42. 


ae Sin W, Lownley to Sir Biteard Grey—(Recotved January 22. 
0122) 
Meicgepnia) R, Tehran, January 22, 1914, 

YOUR (ologram No, 11 of 1th January ; Trans-Persian Railway. 

My Russian colleaguo is without instructions, but I took occasion, after discussing, 
matter with him, of recent visit to Minister for Poreign Affairs to nsk his Excellency 
why the Persian Government desired that, request for transaction of Persian option 
should be made by Société d'Etudes, and if really serious importance was attached to- 
this being done, Ministor for Foreign Affairs replied that Persian Government consider 
it mont desirable dhne this procedure should bo followed, bocause thoy couider that it 
would help to make enterprise popular: 

His Excellency added that Porsian Government nd expressed on the same occasion 
pos iat Soaidt would mks Poros Jano atleast, considerable advance ou some 
future loan. 





(8158) No. 43. 
Mr. JG, Lorimer to Sir Edward Grey,—(Received January 22.) 


(elographic.) 1 Bushire, January 22, 1914. 

YOUR tolegram No. 3 of 2at January. 

Grosthwvaite whon hero considered that detailed survey is impossible in existin 
ciroumstanices, whether begun from south or north, As rogards survey of any. sma 
selectod party from north in autumn, proposed by Gaptain Wilson, Crosthyaito 
hiolds that its practicability will depend lurgely on effect of contemplated gendar 
meric operations in Burajird district referred to by Minister in his telegram of 11th 
January, which cannot he foreseen. Before Captain Wilson's scheme is discussed it 
should perhaps bo considered — 


J, Whether, for the purpose of concluding arrangements between syndicate and 
Persian Government, information in addition to that already available is absolutely 
nocessary; and 

2, If necessary, whether survey as proposed by Captain Wilson, which would 
presumably be of a rapid nature, and which might not he of much service for 
Constructional purposes, would suffice, ‘These are points on which 1 am not in a 
posit to fer say, opinion, ‘ho tanking sagqeeton, contained 8 sy telegram 

io. 25 of 2st Janusry tind reference to dotailed survey and eyentual construction 
of lings, not to survey as now proposed. 


(Addressed to Foreign Office; repeated to Tehran and India.) 


en 
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(2399) No, 44. 


nies Sir Haward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan. 


‘legraphic.) R. ! 
OUR ialogram No, 18 of 18h January Kees eR Ole Tamuary 2B 104 
ne eae rains nuiary > Ke mining concession, 
i action of Minister for Foreign Affairs ag foreshadowed 4 
of 7s, degra vil bo soon an take who Alay. Pane ae 
Excellency, that Kernan Mining Syndicato aud Porgian Ratlwmyo, Syndi 
represent practically the same interests ; that His Majesty’ Abani 
: a 8 5. ijesty's Government, 
Se eae cre etter ele ot 
; 5 i in’ Kermay i is 
gute a voloable a aay sights over zallvay ano, oven it extend tp 208 Kham, 
which I do not myself consider a possible or reasonable condition ¥ ih 
TE Minister for Foreign Affairs will if 
to Korman concession Iwill undertake 
sifliciently advanced to ellect satistuoto 
feud mining intarests, 


now secura withdrawal of Russian opposition 
to uso my fnflueneo when railway mattors axe 
ry and equitable arrangemont between railway 





13152) No. 45. 


a) Sir Hévoard Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 

legrphie) are 

Tk W. i ‘oreign Ofte, January 23, 1914 

alent, Ne TOWNURYS: wlogram No, 22 of “22nd January; runsPorion 
Your Excelloney should exiquird whother Tussi 


Hrs arenas a to approach the Sooidté d’ 


(Repeated to Tehran, No, 18.) 


in Ministor for Foreign Affairs 
Bhudes (seo my telegram No, 16 





{$493] No, 46, 


(No, 23, 
Cl 


Tehran, a 1914, 


No.8 of 21st; January’to Bushire, respecting the Khoremabad. 


reranan, wl 
force majeure clause 
led that the. Persian 


promised to make. immediate enquiri 
ae “AGsirayaalod, aa 5 
coving llth timation toss tho aca! situate has stashed oad 
consider 1 formal request fora prolonzatis i i 

Brosentol. | He expressed the earned hope that ence Harn erene 
eS eady collected to allow of Renatiaticnn for s final arrangement betweou the Permian 

jovernment and the syndicate ‘commenced here. 
(Addressed to Foreign Office ; rspeatad to Bushire.), 





fiss7} 
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[3160] No. 47. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
esta Foreign Ofice, January 24, 1914. 
‘four telegram No. 21 of 22nd January: Fars. | A 2 
Tf tho force will presumably not be used! outside Fars, and you consider it 
desirable, Lagree to appointment. 
(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No, 31.) 





(3509) No, 48. 


Sir W. Pownloy to Sir Bdvard Grey.—(Received January 25.) 

(No, 25.) 
(Welogsaphic.) 

MY. despatoh No, 212, : ae 

Shaokatul-Mulk, who has been made Governor of Kain and Seistan, which are 
separ from Khorasan, hax Tato» hi way Bome after coming to a satisfactory 

rrangement with the Persian Government, 5 

Hera errave now commenced action against Hashmnat-vl-Mulks, late Governor of Seiatan, 
who a here, from whom I am claiming close upon 27,000 tomans on account 
YF losses! suffered by British trade ‘during his governorship. T Kaye given! bim 
twenty days in which to pay, and propose, to demand his arrest, pending, payment 
if he does not comply within ‘the tine limit xed. All the necessary documents 
Have been communicated to the Minister for Foreign A(iairs aud Ministor of the Interior, 
sybo ate fully informed of the steps taken, and who have beon made avware of my wishes 
ih the oyent of Hashmat-ul-Mulk’s non-compliance. 2 

"fn nddition to the fact that this individual has boen the cause of constant complaint 
during many years on the pact, of British consuls, and that we lave conclusive. pool 
Gf higsharing. in booty collcated! by Balushi raiders, he bag opely threatened to render 
Shaokat-ul-Mulk’s governorship impossible. For the! bove reasons I consider it 
Jmporative, that hie should be taught a nevere lesson whieh will eecvo,es a dotarrent to 
Lie Baluchi relations, who are all closely connected with leading raiders, 

Tashmat-ul-Mulk, while here, has eought: the support of Russian Legation, whieh 
Haw jurned a deat éat to hia complaints, but tho Changs d-Affines tally mo that, he 
Hioditates addressing himself direct to the Emperor of Russia. ‘There is small fear, 
presumably, that Hi Imperial Majesty would Tond an ear to the appeal of such an 
unworthy porsonage, bub Thro considered it advisable to inform you fully of what is 
takeing place, 


Pelivan, January 2, 





[3510) f No, 49. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Badward Grey —(Received January 25.) 


26.) 
ff hic) Be ‘Tevran, January 25, 1914. 
Telegraphic) gram No, 19.of 17th January ; Shatt-ol Arab Riverain Convention. 
Ministor for Foreign Affairs nov proposes to anawer aide-mémoire based on your 
telegram No, 402 of 18th Navembor na follows -— 


versian Government will be prepared to pay dues to be levied on shipping, a9 
Rasta Fn ane of thetbish Legation under date 20th Novenber ty 
‘athe tho wholo time that measures are taken. for improvement of the navigation of 
(He ShatvelArab, provided that its rights on the river are preserved. 

Sate moation Minister for Foreign AMfairs explained to me that Persian Govern 
mont must -make some show. of presorving their rights on river which serves as 
frontier of the country, even if they are only illusory anes, His Excellency ‘expressed 
aoa hope that this reply would be found acceptable, beeause he is most anxious to 
carat your desire to, eee «question setled os oon as possible, and says that it will bo 
Impossible to get Cabinet to make any further concessions. 





a7 


(3508) No. 50. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sit Edward Grey. {Received January 25.) 
(No, 21) 


Telegraphic.) 
: “ERAN mining concession. 

On receipt of your telegram No. 30 of 22nd January I communicated its substance 
ina private letter imd spoke again to Minister for Foreiga Affairs yesterday, 

‘His Bxcellency said he had dono kis very best, but had failed to induce Russian. 
group to abanion opposition, ‘Choy maintained they wore but claiming rights nsually 
corded fo companies buling railvays in Turkey, Ching, and tho Bast gener 
that syndicate offered them nothing in our zone, and that they could not aceopt offer of 
third share in neutral vone, and that syndicate was trying to monopolise mineral 
‘wealth, im neutral zone. 

His xcellency then expressed fear that tho trans-Persian schioins would break down 
altogether in consequence of our opposing amy terminal port to the east of Bundex 
‘Abbas. This attitude on omr part was, he knew, inspired by Government of India’s 
mnistakon mistrust of Russia, He was’ not go much concortiod with railway aa with 
al aspect of the question, ns Germany would learn thet this first trial of Anglo~ 

‘ussian oo-operation in Persia had uttorly failed. Russia would next year commenco 
construction of railway to Astrabad, aud if Société d'Bimdes waa dissolved sho would, in 
co-oparation ywith French, proceed gradually to extend it to, Tehran, Yexd, and, perhaps, 
eventually to Kerman, In Rassias sympathy for Bugland wos growing oyery day 
stronger, and it would bo deplorable Wore suspicions’ entertained for Russia in India 
to lead to substitution of Franco-Russian for Anglo-Russian co-operation. 

Teaid that T vould not deny that public opinion in: India was not yet ripe for 
diroct railway, but thot ax railway would not reach Yexd for five or even ton. years 
that opinion might undergo a change in the meantime. No dofinite decision wos to 
be taken, moreover, about alignment tll commission of investigation hid prevented i 
roport and we had stated that we did! not wish to projudge raaulta of its enquiries. 
Only thing that prested at present wns to, allow mining syndicate to obtain its 
‘eoricesaion, and Leould only repent that if Sootdté-d' tudes persisted in claiming, what 
ought to/beloug {o « British syndicate that lind invited them to participate thay would 
put British public against the railway. 1 

Afior remarking that ho feared that scheme had but little support in’ England, 
Minister for Foreign Affairs said he wished I would talk to members of Russian goitp. 
Tam aceordingly to sop one of them ina day or two! 

Tfoar amoyanice at our attitude about railway and unwillingness to allowa British 
compuny to acquire 0 predominant position in the richest portion of the neutral ‘zone 
fre at the bottom of their opposition, Thaix refusal of syndivato’s offer may-aleo be 
influenced by fact that offer does not extend to our zone. 


St. Petersburgh, January 25, 1914. 





(3690) * No. 5. 
Sir G, Buchanan to Sir Edward Grey—(Recotve January 20.) 


3 St, Petovaburigh, January 19, 1914, 

IN acoordence with the instructions conveyed to me in your telegram No. 16 of 
of the 13th instant, D'spoke to the Minister for Foreign Affhirs on the 18th instant on 
the subject of the Kerman mining coboession, and left with himsan aide-mémoire 
tabodyjiag the subetance of what I had ani 

‘After consulting with the Russian group of the Société d'Etudes, M, Sazonof sent 
meu reply in Russian, of which I huve the honour to exiclowe a translation. As I 
eonsidered! this’ reply very unsatis(actory, T called on’ his Excellency: yesterday and 
endeavoured to impress on him tho yreat importance which you attached to n epeody 
settlement of thig question, I reminded him that the Persian Mining Syndicate had 
applied for their concession long before the Trans-Persian Railway scheme hud been put 
forward, and that then no objections had been raised by the Russian Governments 
‘His Bxcelleney hero interrupted my by suying ait waa tho iavariable pruatiea ih the 
East that s company eatrusted with the construction of an important railway should bo 
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granted the land on cithier side of it, aud. if the Trans-Parsian Railway. was to be a 
inancial success, it was necessary that the Société d'Etudes should’ make good zheir 
clin. T replied that. the Persian Mining Syndicate had prior rights which must be 
respected, and that I did not believe that it would bo possible for His Mujesty’s 
Government to withdraw the support which they had given them from the outsst. In 
principle, no doubt, there was antch to bo sad for hia xcellency's point of view, bub it 
‘wus preposterous to recognise the vight of the Société d'Etudes to appropriate a strip of 
territory 200 kilom. broad wherever the railway might happen to:pass, aven supposing, 
as might be the ise in our zone, that the said. territory was already the property of 
a British company. ‘The Sooiétd could not be allowed to supplant British enterprise in 
this way, and if they attempted to do so they would not find inuch support for their 
sailway scheme in England. ‘The Persian Mining Syndicate, wlio, had it not been for 
the velled aud not very friendly opposition of the Russian Government, would have 
obtained their concesion long ago, had mado the Soeiged d'Etudes a fat ole, and T 
trusted that hia Bxcellency. would, try ond persuade the latter to come to terms with 
the syndicate und would at the same time withdraw bis opposition. 

H. Susonof replied that ls was in a very dificult position. ‘The Russian group of 
the Société d'Etudes was strongly represented in the"Duma, and were be to ‘comply 
with my request, he would be accused of sacrificing Russian interests, ‘The concession, 
moreover, comprised a yery large portion of the neutral zone, and Russis could hardly 
ba expected to give usa monopoly in that zone, I said that the exact extent of the 
gonoeision, bad ‘been eommunieated to Count Bonckendorit last February, and the 
Socisté d'lttudes had aines been offered o third share of it in the neutral zone. Tt was, 
T thought, nob: fair to causé the syndicate to lose their concession on account of a 
tuilway’ whose alignment had not yet been settled and which his Excellency had 
rocontly deseribed aa " Zukunfa-Alule” 

M, Swzonof observed that hy was afraid that 


the others, 
a lino running 
object to it so. 


would re, 
and vould 


As I did'not think it advisable to pursue this subject further, I turned the 
conversation once moro on to tho question of the Kerman mining concession, and once 
more impressed on him the importance which you attached to it, Finally, M. Sazonof 
aid that he did not ee what was, to be done if you persisted in supporting the claims 
of the Persian Mining Syndicate, He would speak again to M, Khoriakot and would 
endeavour to induce the Russian group to come to terms with the er and to 
withdraw their opposition to the granting of the concession. Tt was, however, a 
difficult matter, and he could not guarantee that his efforts would be crowned 


sticesss, 
Thave, &e. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 
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Enclosure in No. 51, 
Memorandum. 


‘THE Imperial Ministry for Foreign Affairs did’ not fail to bring to ‘the notice of 
the Russian group of the Société d'Etudes du Chemin de Fer transpersan the 
proposals contaitied in the aido-mnémoire of the British Embassy of the 26th November, 
1919, respooting the co-ordination of the interests of the sald Nooiété with the Pursian 
Mining Syndicate, 

‘Htc thi feply-reeaived to. Pots simsraunication it tn\eeeu ahat’ the proposal in 

juestion have been considered ‘by the Connell of the Administration of the Sootéts 
al ideny wisi tae pins Got following conclusion : ‘The said Société considers the 
proposal made to it of a participation ‘of one-third of the part of the mining conocesion 
in the neutral sphere inasooptable, Speaking genorally, it is in no way seeking 
participation in the mining enterprise of the syndicate, and has in view exclusively ond 

simm—to secure for itself the right to a certain zone of land (up to 100 pie) ‘on éach 
side of tho whole line of the railway, together with all’ mierals situated on sich 
territory, whatever direotion the railway may take. Deprivation of the Société of this 
right, which is accorded to all) railway enterprises in Enatern countries, may place the 
Socigté d!Ktudes in great difficulty in’ the acquirement of tho capital necessary for the 
realisation of the future concession. 

‘Tho Ministry for Foreign Affairs, on their part, consider it necessary to:dtaw the 
attention of the British Government to the fact that the endeavour to restrict, the 
activity of the Socidté d'Etudes within the limita of the neutral zone ap 
inexplicable, as, in ico with m stipulation of the said Société, in the southern 
section of the Trans-Persian Railway tho English group is allotted sucki a cousidarable 

reponderance aver other groaps (60 por cont, Boalish element as against $8 pex cent, 
ch aud 7 por cont, Rusnian) that thin econ ofthe line wll bo yrustcally Soyglah, 

‘The Imperial Ministry is of the opinion, moreover, that, in tho evont of the wish of 
the Société d'Etudes being complied with respecting a guarantee to it of the nbove- 
mentioned right to. zone of land on ench side of the railway, the said Sooidts will nob 
refuse to take a proportional part in the advance of 100,000), which the Mining 
Syndicate intends to offer the Government of the Shab in return for the grant to it 0 
the concession sought, 


St, Petorsburgh, January 4 (17), 1914. 


(3554) No. 62. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Hieard Grey, — (Received January 20.) 
No, 22,) 
(ities? hie.) St. Ptorebig January 25, 134, 

YOUR telegram No. $5.of 23rd January: ‘Trans-Persion lire ' 

His Excellency expressed. doubts as to use of asking for option for whole. railway 
in view of our atiude towards i (Se my; immodiatly preceding, telegram of 25 
January), 

T feuninded hina that we lid agreed 16 ask for option of railway nares Persia, 
{oom north-west te soutivesst without epeciiying alignment in tho sou, He said that 
he would like to discuss the whole question with M. Raffallovitel, who ia oxpooted here 
shortly, before replying. 


(3493) No, 53. 
Foreign Office to Persian Railways Symdicate. 


Sir, Foreign Office, January 26, 1914, 
WITH teference t6 your letter of the sth instant ing: the Mohamerah= 
Khoremabad Railway Survey, T am directed by Secrotary Sir Edward Groy to inforn 
thet ho question haw Wea Bugatti His seria aeentian, fa. opusel atin ith 
His Majesty's Ministoc' at Tobran, sud is Majeaty’s conaat officer in’ Southoen 


Persia. 
[as67) () 
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In yout lottor it was pointed ont that there appeared to be five alternative courses 
‘open to meet the situation which had arisen at Diaful, where the survey party had 
Buen brought to & standstill by the unwillingness of the Tur tribes to respect the 
agreements previously made by them with Captain Wilson. 

‘These alternatives were :— 


1, To abandon the acheme completely and claim the oxpensés incurred from thie 
Persian Goyernment. 

2, To pay all subsidies, éeo., demanded by the tribes. 

3, The despatch by the Persian Goyerament of a strong protecting force ot 
gendarmerie to Dintul, 

4, The dospateh by the Government of India to Diaful of a guard of Indian sowars, 

5. The appointment of a strong Persian Governor to Luristan, 


On the 14th instant Mr. Greenway. was good enough to call at this Department in 
ovder to disouss these alternatives, and the reaultvof the interyiow may be shortly 
summarised 9a follows -— 


‘Ajlernative 1 was felt:to be most undesirable on every ground. 

‘Alternative 2 would involve vory heavy and, indeed, quite unknown expenditure, 
for which the Persian Railways Syndicate were justifiably not prepared to give @ 
Blank, cheque, 

‘Altoruativo 8 oftred a possible solution, 08 the Persian Government wero proposing 
to miso 1,200 gendarmerie at Bucyjird by the 10th Murch, for au advance sonthwa 
on Khoremabad, and there seemed to be a fair chance that, with an escort of 

randatmerie, the survey. party might proeved northwards from Diaful to meot thy main 
fay without overt oppeitog from tho tribes, restrained as they would be by the 
‘moriage of this donble advance. 

‘Alternative 4 was not a solation that would commend itself to His Majesty's 
Government, 

‘Alternativo 5, though in itself perhaps the best altersatiye, would take too long 
to be of any practical uso th the present juncture, is 





But at this interviow Mr, Grben way’ strongly unk suotlier course, namely, that 
Captain Wilson should be detached from the Turco-Porsian Frontier Commission, on 
which he:is at presentyengaged, and sent to Dizti to secure the fulfilment of the 
obligations which the tribes had entered into with him. 

‘Acting on thia suggestion, Sir E, Groy communicated by, telegraph with Captain 
Wilton, who in his roply, just reived, expresses the opinion that there is little 
proapet ofthe survey party getting through from Dixtul this spring. This boing the 
Ponatdered opinion of the officer most likoly to ousure the sunceas of the survey party, 

i B. Groy feels that it, is useleas to take him. from his present work, where bis 
are urgently required, and that the idea must bo abandoned, 

TAs rogards the suggested employment of a gendarmerie escort, the latest view 
taken by Captain Grosthwaite, is, at the Persian, Railways Syndicate are probably 
‘aware, that @ detailed survey is for the moment impossible, and that the situation 
ypends on the result of the intended gendarmerie movement from Burujird. It 
therefore aeems to Sir HE, Grey that this solution can alao, be no longer entertained. 

Tt accordingly remains to consider the situation in the light of these various 
factors, and Tam’ now to put forward the line which Sir H. Grey is of opinion offers 
the hest prospect af eventual accom 

Tho lessen to be drawn from the situation is that Wome sort of order must frat’ be 
made to provail in Turistan. For this, the contemplated gendarmerie advance from 
Burijird may pave the way, but it will have no permanent effeot unless followed up 
the ppointuent. of a competent and onorgetic Persian Governor-Ceneral, | wit 
hoadquarters at Dizful, since there are no local authorities in whom any reliance 
‘chataver oan be plaodd, Dinful would thon’ become the base of survey operations, and 
ultimatoly of railway construction fro Dizful to Khoremabad. 

‘Suich an offidial would require an organised local fores, and the results could not 
bo immediate, ‘The rising of this local force might perhaps be directed by His Majesty's 
political aicar at, Dizful, in view of the intorests of your syndicate in thé establishment 
‘of order in the neighbourhood. 

Sir W. Townley reports that the Porsian Government have already offered the 
appointment to ‘the Nizam-es-Sultanch, who hus aecepted it, provided that his health 
permits him to take it ap. 
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Assuming that the Nizam-cs-Sultauch i 
seal fethilh to Uatstan 9 meee which Hee Gey ee 


ly on the Persia i a 4 
svasly, ae eta : Government—it would seem well that: the following. stops 


1. A demand for an extension of time for your syndicate to “ 
wads che hoe eltig to free majeure in MRGH ee ee 
a west to the Persian Government, based on the sams oont 
Pear sian ¢ , based on tho ans ontract, that they 
vill . a fait To conuliaton with His Majesty's Government 
3 16 tponement of the de 
swatil tee atey ea foosibilty ean Perea cctysods of the survey party from Dizful 





the meantime, it might. perhaps Be possible for your uyndi 
sie eee Sietny see eee art tice 
availablo—a course whieh, aovonding to & report reccived from Bir W,‘Toxmaley, woul 
bbomost agiveable to the Persian Ministr for Foreign Affairs -andsome show of doit 

might be iaintained by your syadicato south of Dif, or on alamnstiv routes zi 
Govan gtiy Qi tas great importance of eontinuing, negotiations, with the ‘Porsinn 
Goverament Sis, Groy eruetly hopes that it may bs found posible to work on tho 

avail », an 0 v4 i i 
i leranin lend avai an he woul nga to loud wil you ves 





Tam, &o, 
EYRE A. CROWE. 


PS.—Januory 26—T am to dd that since this letter ti 
been received from Sir W. Townley to the following oleat Lae ees 


‘He haa communicated the substance of the recent telegraph : 

Peso Minstar Tor Foteln Adis wi pid! a ony (ool tue Bercian Ghorse eal 
veould not challenge tho right of the syndicate to la a prolongation. of eho option 
under th clause regarding free majeure as they fully uadertiod tho impoabilty 
of prosediog with the work at present, Hn Gxcllonoy added that his Covamment 

a8 tH) i 
sol isd Be ‘ nay ‘be pomible bo rears order, Dut recognised that. they, 
‘The Vossugh-ed-Dowleh also expressed the earnest, hope that suffioiont i i 

may have been already collected to allow. of negotiations Sala onamerput teen 
for's final arrangeinent between the Porsian Governmient and your ayndicate, 


BAC, 











(3510) No, 54, 
Sir Bdword Grey to Sir W. Lownley. 


(io, 22) 
‘Tolegraphic) R. Roreign Ofieo, Tanuary 2, 
Yo MR, telogram No. 26 of 25th January + Shattel Reiter Oar rekae 
The proposed roply te altogether uniccoptablo; it is not proposed thit any 
Government should pay dues, but that such paymont should ba made by owners of 
ships. Moreoyer, I have alroady indicated (see my telégram No, 18 of 17th Janwuny) 
tay objection ty allading in gota toma to Perit rat if 
ve not sven the text of youit memorandum of 20th Novem! i 
Government, but iG presumably did Got contain detailed: reference: to bee tntaey 
Riverain Commission, as in your telegram No, 414 of 18th, Decombor you asked for 
ee instructions as to what you should communicate to Persian Goveriiment on this 
joo 
‘Assuming, However, that you hi 
details, tho following text would 








e since explnined the position in all essential 
ld be wevoptable for roply fkom Persian Government to 


rou, and we cat subsequently consider what communications, if any, 
tween Persian and Olean ee ON es 


“En se référant 4 T'aide-mémoire du Ministre de Sa Majesté britannic 
au 20 novembre, 1913, at ii ses. communications de date pant anchors ene 
de Sa Majesté Je Schah, tour ox réservant, seg droits de liberté de navigution sur le 
Chattel-Arab tels qu’ils sont définis A article 2 du ‘Traité d'Erzeroum de 1848, 
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on tant quil #agit de Atiments persans, Ie droit, de la Commission & gtablir 
papers Tes aitigas de la navigation du Chaticl-Arah de peétever los droits, 
Piven ow charges nécessaires pour couvsir Tes dépenses des travaux et services 
inistsds par elle. a 
aan cits, lo; Gouvernement de Sa. Majesté le Scbsh entond que le produit! 
(here insert the lasb three wentences of article 11 and the whole of article 10, except 
the worda “soit par la Sublime Porte, soit,” and the whole of article 12 of the Anglo- 
Turkish Couvention of 29th July). 


‘This wording is more advantageous to Persian Government than that proposed in 
yout telegram Nu 26 of 256h January, which is both vague and mislauding, I attach 
Treat, importance to gettlement of this matter wt once, Tt hss already been dragging 
fn for nearly three mouths, 





[1490] No. 55. 
Sir Eduard Grey to Sir W. Pownley. 


ge oy Foroign Offiee, January 27, 1914. 

” 1 FEAVE awosived your despatch No, 290 of the 23rd December last, relative to 
tho question of mleng & change inthe Tkhaniship ofthe Kashgot tbo 
TPagoee with yon in thinking that the moment is not favourable for any eff 

tring about the removal of the Suulet-ed-Dovleh from the position he naw oseupies 


Tam, ko. 
E. GREY, 





(4183) No. 5b. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Recsived January 29.) 


‘Tehran, January 29, 1914. 


(Noi28.) 
Cee Sore for Foreign Alfara informe mo that Bersan Goverameut have desided 
to ask Swedish Governnient for services of five more officers ‘to meet increasing demand 
on gonlarmério, which will necessitate an carly further increase of the force, ei 
Tis Excclléney expressed hope that His Majesty's Governiuent would not, only 
apjrove, proposal, Ist would. support it Af nossmaey in proper quactrt Sinai 


hmutieation hes been made to Russian Minister, a 
SoWork being dono by gendarmerie fully justifies, iu my opinion, contemplated 
inoreade of their puinbers; and it is wreatly to be hoped that proposal of enlistment o 
more Swedish officers will obtain sanction of the two Governments, 

(Bent to St, Petersburgh.) 





(4842) No. 57. 
Sir @. Buchanan to Sir Hdward Grey —(Recetved January 30.) 


0, 23.) 

(Te i 3 St. Petersburgh, January 29, 1014. 
Cie) preceding telegram of 25th January : ‘Trans-Persian Railway and 
‘Kermai mining conéession. rea 

{had informal conversation with M. Zvogintset to-day, ee 

He told me thatthe improssiou mado by your despatch No, 434 of oth Decembe 
Jagt. yonr was that His Majesty's. Government wore irrevocably committed to) Bunder 
Rhee as terminal port ond that they would veto Charbar, Alignment by the formes 
svould be Tonget by about 140 miles, would. be less profitable oonmersialy, and. would. 
ponder it eakier for Bagdad. Railway to eventually tap Txans-Persian, "In view of 
vetude of His Majesty's Governnent, many Imanbers of Basia group dout 

hot it: was worth while proceeding, with request for option. Ie 

wees ‘your telegram No, 176 f Iat March last year to show impractcaility 
of connecting with Bagdad Railway. He admitted this as regards railway. from 
Khanikin to tapahan, but maintained’ thet our projected railway from Bunder Al 
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Aliwax could be linked up with Basra vit Mohaminerahi, Teaid that we had never con= 
‘tinplate’ euch a oonsetion, that as regards terminal pot you bad no wish to prajudge 
work of survey party, and that Itherefore gathered, though’ you considéred) Chixbar 
tundesirable, eboice ras left open until their topert, had ‘beck’ received. ‘Thera Waa 
nothing in my opinion to prevent’ our asking for option on lines proposed in your 
telegram No, 543 of 19th July last. He agroed, provided that my view, was correct, 
Tn that case he would prefer request, though addtessed to Persian Government. by the 
société, should be presented through the two legstions 60 as to Avoid’ expense. 
of sending out representative of each of the three groups, As regards. question of 
concession of port, he thought it would be sufficient were all reasonable ficilities. 
granted as you miggest. Ho vould Lprofor that earamission of investigation should be 
composed of representatives of the threo groups, though latter would ‘be free to select, 
Government officials if they desired. ‘Their recommendations would of course have to 
be ratified by the two Governments, 

_ Lalsked what would happen aiould they redommend Chiasbar, and shila) ws voto 
it. Ho replied that wo could propose that work of construction should’ commenoe’ in 
north and proceed southward will it reached Yerd, leaving question of ita further 
alignment open. Great thing was to prevent this Anglo-Russinn enterprise brealcing, 
down, and by that time Indian publie opinion might have changed. 

_ I then repeated to him what had suid to Minister for Fowign Afliies about 
mining conoeasion, observing that if British vested intervsts ware to’ be sacrificed to the 
‘Trans-Persian Railway that scheme would come'to naught, He admitted that vested 
rights must be respected, Russian group did not wi pirticipate in concession, 
as this would involve participation in_ proposed loan of 100,000), and. until option hind 
been secured they would not help Persian’ Government to obtain loan, ‘Whey wore 
‘opposed to concession. not #0 much because they wanted mining rights, but because 
syndicate would be able to block railway wore alignment, eventually agreed on to pan 
through it, Taeplied thut we could not allow question’ of concession to bo hung up, 
indefinitely, and that with your help it ought not to be difioult for Russian group to 
come to terms with syndicate. If they wanted share iu concesaion it might bo arranged 
that projected loan should be conditional on granting of the option, it noh they righ’ 
negotiate arrangement under which syndicate guaranteed to give all fucilitios thr 
Passage and working, of rally should 3 past through’ any portion of thelr onession; 

(e auid he would talk question over with his friends, 

T gather thore is divergence of opinion among members of Russian group, ind! T do: 
not know whether M. Zvogintzef uccurately repteaoiite the inajority, Seviaea 
ee about termisal port are correct, I should Jike to be able to say Bo officially, 
and Ishould bo geateful for way suggestions that might induces Russian group to come 
to terms with mining syniticats, 





4183) No. 58; 


Sir Bdveard Grey to Sir W, Townley. 
(No, 25) | 
(Rolographic.) KR, Forel Offca, January 1, 1014, 
YOUR tlugram No, 28 of 20th January ; Aditional Swedish ofan. 
Wiiero do Persian Government inteud to employ additional officers ? 
Tota in your despatch No, 201 that you deprocate inorease in Fara. 
T presume the Persian Government vill themselves find finds to moot ony extra 
expenditure, ; 


(4570) No, 69. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Haward Grey—(Received February 1.) 


0. 30.) 
{iis hie) R. Tehrain, February 1, 1914, 
‘OLLOWING from His Majesty's representative nt Meshed, 80th: January :— 
“Rumoursiare current at Asterabad that ex-Shah intends to return there belbre 
21st March. 
“on thousand rifles and 400 horves'azo said to have been collected thore, aud an 
emissary of the ox-Shah to have arrived.” (Bud of R.) 


{1667} p 
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‘ster for Foreign Affairs readl to me two days ago a telegram from MGniatty for 
wage Mae" mitat Barferush® saying thot it was rumoured that, exShal: had 
‘arrived at Gumeshtepe with Salar-ed-Dowleh, His esa: said that of ceases 
Tumour is without foundation, but Pérsum Government Know that ex-Shah, Salar-ed- 
Dovwleh and Shoa-es-Sultanch were plotting together, Hie added that it was hoped te 
otach Shoa-es-Sultanch by promising to restore certaia lands which had been eonfisca 
and by resuming payment of his peusion, His Wxcclleney, expresved some anxiety: 
because present whereabouts of exShah are not Ienown. He was last heard of at 
Bexlin, oat. ne 

Melegram from Barforush aloo reported marked Russian inilitary activity ala 
Janding of frequent small consignments of military stores, although stock ta, hand is 
considerable, Recent arrival of dome 150 Russian infintry at Barferush 
‘eaused comment, because iboation here is eastunly aie Rossian Legation assert 

nt it is a question ot reliefs to take place of time-expired men, =. 
aan ae aie ia made of above informatiog, it would be better that Minister for 
Foreign Affairs’ name should not be mentioned. - 


Sonfidential. 2 ne 
Aerie seen conversation Minister for Foreign Affairs said that new 
Ruin Ministor had ptated that during bie farewell audignee swith the Binperor of 
Riusoia His Lmapovial Majesty had expressed opinion that ex-Shslt and his consort mi 
quite wll robin to Bersia after Shab's coronation, Mere idea of such a possibility 
‘caused consternation, 





{4666} No. 60, 
Sir G, Busanan to Sir Hdicard Grey —(Received February 1.) 
fee phic.) St, Petersburgh, February 1, 1914. 


I h 
HY tolojrai No, 26 of 20th January: Ex-Shah of Persia. : 
Th couree of conversation yesterday, Minister for Foreign Affairs roferred to 


Si i cas having him watelied for 
eo of ox-Shah at St, Potorsburgh, and said that, ho was having him wate 

Fear ho ad. come here to meot somo of his Persian adherents. Russian Ambassador 
Ar Borlin had recently warned Shah to give up all idea of returning to Porsia, and ha 

focelved satisfactory assurances; but his Excelloney would novertheless take’ procso- 


tionary measures when Shah returned to Odessa, 





{4719] No. 61. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Hadward Grey.—(Recaivel February 2.) 


{raise 1 7 Li. 
ic.) BR Tehran, Rebruary 2, 1914. 
Cra login No, 24 of Bist January: Additional Swedish officors, , 

‘Additional officers are requited for genoral service throughout the country. ii is 
propoiod to establish posta ut Tspuhan and Yes in duo course, with patrols on trade 
Foutes beticoon thowo plaoes and Kerman, ‘Thoro is talk of patting: posts on Mesh 
road and of maintaining @ considerable number of men here for possi ile event oa ties. 
‘The Persian, Government ‘apparently hope to find money to moot inereased expenditure, 

iti it clear where. > 
Be Rauauaier results which have been obtained by the employment of the gendarmerie 
have proved that money spent npon them is well spent. Persian Cee is 
constantly reoeiving applentions from all parts for a gendarmeri force under Swedes 

Tam very. strongly of opinion that the moro force is increased the better chanoo 
there is for a real improvement of general condition of the country. 





‘© Warfarush 4 90 miles northeast of ‘Tehran and 10 inifes from tho Caspian shore. Ik was the centre 
‘of the ox-Shal’s activity during his last invasion. 
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14342] No. 2, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir @. Buchanan. 


) 

ne 
YOUR telegram No. 23 of 29th January : ‘Trans-Persian Railway. 
Diegrsiti Sony Coa acto fet ale racniacais naan oefeaie ar cian eo 
and Bunder Abbas, as we consider that the terminal port should be there or in its 
immediate vicinity, Although we should be willing to receive any observations of 
survey party on commercial aspects of any possible wignment, we/are’ not likely to 
agree, a8 at present allvisod, to any terminal port east of Bunter Abbas, 

‘There is no question of a loan of 1,000,001, in connection with Kerman concession. 

‘The syndicate, when the concession is granted, would make an advance of 100,000, ; 
but this is.a separate transaction, and has nothing’ to do with option of railway. You 
should explain this to M: Zvegintwof, and usk him to let you know with as little delay, 
-as possible whether his group would be satisfied if ayndionte. gave guarantoos. for 
facilities for passage and working of railway should it puss through any, portion of their 
-concesion. 


¢ 
(Telegray Foreign Office, Rebruary 2, 1914, 





[4938] No. 63. 
Peraian Railways Syndicate to Foreign Oftco—(Received February 3.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, February 2, 1014. 

T BEG to acknowledge reosipt of your lettor of the 26th ultimo regarding 
the Mohammerah-Khoremabad Railway survey, and note that this question has 
been receiving the serious attention of Sir ©. Groy in consultation with’ His’ Majesty's 
‘Minister ot Teliran and His Majesty's consular officers in Southern Persia, 

2, We regret very much that His Majesty's Government. cannot seo their way to 
adopt aumber (4) of the various alternatives discussed at Mr. Greenway's interview at 
the Foreign Office on the 14th instant [sic], as this would be the most effective means 
of carrying through the survey safely. 

3, “Alternatively, however, we agree that ‘it would be well to adopt, the stey 
recommended in your letter under ml but we would requost that, inasmuch as the 
exponsos of the syndicate will be largely increased owing to the failure of the Persian 
Government to provide the survey party with tho necessary protection, the Govern 
ment should, at the same time, be asked to immediately pau ‘us for our out-of- 
Pocket expenses up to date (about) 12,000), plus a sum—say 5,000L—on account of 
the cost of withdrawing such members of the survey party 48 may no longer be 
required, und of the expenses of those who retoain to maintain a show of activity, 
until such time as the survey northward can be continued, 

4. We note with satisfaction that the Porsian Minister for Foreign Affairs 
recognises the right of the syndicate to claim a prolongation of the option under the 
force majeure clause. ‘This being so, we suggest that the proper extension af time 
would be for a period of one year ufter the Persian’ Government shall have givon’ this’ 
‘syndicate for notice that the district to be traversed is open for safe survey. 

5. In anticipation of the above conditions being arranged, the syndicate will at 
once proceed to collect all the data now available with a view to putting before the 
Persian Government at the earliest possible dute a scheme of construction in ordor 10 
permit of negotiations being carried on with the Persian Government for a final 
rangement as to the terms of the construction. 4 
.__ 6. But, in connection with this point, my board are of opinion that in view of the 
impossibility at the moment of carrying through a complete survey, and of the present 
inseourity of the country between Dixful and Khoremabad, there can be no question 
‘of tho acceptance by an English company of a concession for the construction of the 
proposed line st its own expense and risk. ‘Therefore, in order that the work so) far 
done may not be thrown away, and that the construction of the first portion of the: 
Pro] line may not be delayed, they beg to\suggest that the best. practical course 
to adopt would be to fall back upon the original draft contract agreed by Mx, Shuster, 
and fo arrange with thé Persian Government for the construction by this mala of 
line from Mohammersh to Khoremabad on account of the Government, dividing the 
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fine into two sections, viz, (1) from Mohammerah to Diaful, and (2) Dizful to 
Khoremabad. 

7, ‘ho surveys for eection (I) which, according to Captain Wilson's estimates, is 
the cheapest section of the line, ‘and the one that has the best chance of being opened. 
nd worked at « profit within a reasonable time, are about completed, and the detailed 
Gatimates with plans aud surveys could bo put before the Persian Government almost 
immediately. 

%. The surveys for seotion (2) could bo made and the construction be undertaken 
whenever the Persian Government wore in & position to ensure ‘the conditions necessary” 
for carrying though the wvork with sale ‘i 

0, We cannot too strongly impress upon the Persian Government the advisability 
of adopting for this railway the metre gavge, a guuge common to many eountries and 
Of the gieatest utility and economy, and ono that could be worked to special advantage 
fn the hilly country of Luristan. 

10, If the above proposals meet with the approval of His Majesty’s Government 
ye will instruct our agent in Wehran to proceed at once, in consultation with 
His Majesty's Minister, to nogotiate with the Porsian Goyernment ou these lines: 

TL. With reference to the commercial situation in Central Persia, we beg to state 
that our information is to the effect that every month’s delay in opening better com~ 
tranieation with the south brings the extinelion of British trade nearer, owing to 
‘Russian developments aid to the exactions of tho Persian police on the Kermanshah— 
Khanikin route, We also andorstind that the Julfa~Tabriz Railway with its farther 
oxtensiotis is boing actively pressed. 

12 With rogard to te proposal that Captain Wilson sould be sliowed io join the 
party, we hear from Dr, Young that Captain Wilson ha» euggested that, a8 there is no 
Pett the moment of getting the survey party through from the south, he’ should 
The allowed 1a leave tho frontior Commission at Kast-rShirin, and to conduct from 
theron snall picked survey party southwards from Khoromabad to Dizful. | Ie 
His Majesty's Government can seo their way to adopting. this course a great deal of 
tine would thoroby bo saved, and we havo no doutit as to Captain Wilson's ability to 
Cinduet the party sufely through in this way, as he would be able to secure the 
Seeossnry escort from the tribes in Luristan, with which he tias already established 
friondly relations, 

1d. With: relerenge to your letter of the 5th January asking for details of 
tho exponditiro up to date, we beg to state that we are not in n position as yet to send 
He oils ae tlay- bars bot-yot been received from Persia, but we hope to be able to 
furnish you with a statement shortly. 

Tam, &o. 
@. GREENWAY, Chairman, 





[4719] No. 64, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 
Sy 28.) 


(elographic), R Roreiyn Office, February 3, 1914. 

YOUR tolegram No, 31 of 2nd Febrnary ; Gendarmerie, 

Tam prepared, if necessary, to support application to Swedish Government, for 
more gendarmerie officers, but it must be tndarstood at the same time that His 
Majesty's Covornment do not propose to find funds for paying them, for which Persian 
Government must accept responsibility. 

(Repeated to St. Petersburgh, No. 64.) 





6514) No. 
Memorandum communicated by Count Benckendorff, February 5, 1914. 


(Confidenticl. 

TDANBASSADEUR de Sa Mujesté britannique a, communiqué & M. Sazonof le 
ontgan do ln dépéche de Sir Edvard Grey du 31 décembre, demier, concernant e 
Chemin de Fee transpersan, 

Tien essort que le Gouvernument Dritannique miatony son pint de vue Par 
apport aux questions au sujet desquelles unt accord nfavait pus été atfeint. 
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Le Seortiaire d'Eat objecte, nommément, 3 um point-termi : 
aot “ oint-ter x 
Abbas et demande quo ta Commission Latetan eaten uaieaee 
ligne Tspahan- raz onder Abbas, ice 
Je Gouvernement Impérial, de y i rf i 
1a aretion sr Bender-Abbas ie igang chine wustips Dn tee 
lus cess acepiatle pa a Soe detudes i 
__ Pareille direction de Ia ligne allongersit 10 parcours (do transit i 
ee pe ais 
ee ouk alestorait trbs défavorablomont les 
‘question était ainsi Vommissi igatic 
pein einen Folate tna do Jn Commission Waventigation 
ans stopposer an désir exprimé par Sir Edward Gi itu 
‘engi te Commision pit rendue aus Gator} aueloain ae eae 
ne aaa, toutefoi,renonoer A sa premio io que le fait do coer atch une 
commission mist, compos de dé ofc, modifi Te poi do Yue ean au 
Qdbut, | Ea elle il avait G6 déeidé quo ls détails da ln constriction, ans quo Ib 
eae a Sizestion, strait ‘cone 4a Soni d pie, {eer loay Gbevorusinante 
; dota ly Cabinet do. Londres propose aujourdleal que Is socets did to 
de Fenton dun pan qtr wt dece cgi dees Senter 
les 
sn ie Ge eat de a quastion d/o damando eopton, A eT ey 
i Buc le Gouvernement britanni op) 
oe ecto damanile soit forme. pr la Sccivdl deacon o apreyeor as ee is 
entios d Angleterre, do Franca o do Rosie. 
“©o mode de procéder parait le plus. pratique em tant qu'il soull 
en » parait Lo qu'il souligno Yo earaotdxe 
iv foie Hi Gearte mionx que tout autre Tingérence éventuclle do la 
"Danis lo paragraphe 2 do ea. dépéche Sir Baward Ch i 
iene ae zeae he Sir Bayard Grey ve refuse par constr 
cries a = tu désir de Ia Société d'tudes dobtentr une grantio 
Cette damanilo, somblo-t-il, meériterait, copondant, d'etre. pri ira 
Le fit quo les intérts anglais serontreprdsentés pay 60 pote Suit contre 36 sane eat 
‘a aBsougy daniaasta uate e en nes UoSnInT GATE oe 
dominante nn méridionalo du chemin de for. 
sen eek eb ic ana Gry ft voi (int anuetacreleeresion 
fre conitongelement ponds a compa dane cai port AE Sarouot 
mo aye Ia Sou Buds jgera aceopabl Ia formula propond parla ott 
a ment en vuey ni pour but, do wintdroawon & dl 
concessions minidres (ello:ne ( ici Y as 
HR remat stoner acne Tete use Tene oe 
Elle doit done, ot surtont, insister sur son droit. dexploitation. a’ 
trian argo do 100 kom, lng da Stas as MN 
detriment certain des reper nas uit Wai 
rojet du graud ‘ i ment i 
iene Be ei de gral cmp nao os Gonternamentpeman, 0 vr 
Il semblerait, par contre, au Cabinet de. Saint-Péto i 
Smet de Jo Compasni init saraiont ibe Sune aie a i 
pee roses an x ; if 
ioe chen ‘fo ae aah ten dane bande de territoire en question, le 
Gouvernement persan, parait reconnatre, pour la j 
if year, nna ERs POU sa cb Us LANetees) de! OBE 
po Oe 5 Series Beats —conidration qui devzat/sombleti avoir da 
"__M. Sazonof s'est expliqué & co anjat avee Sir George Buclianan, ot m' 
attser Ustention ds UAtmbacetdeur sur lon consGquanees royratalloe sy 
points de vue que pourrait entrainer la dissolution éventuelle de Ia Bocidia 


Ambaseado Impériale de Russie, Lonires, 
le 5 foorier, 1914, 


[1667] 
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16198) Beit 
| 


(No, 32.) 

Wolegeaphic.) R. Tehran, February 4, 1914. 
TN consequence of my strong representations the Governor-General of ‘Kermanshab 

thas beon ordered to take enengetie action to restore order on the Kasr-iShirin road. 

‘hirty thousand tomans haye been sont him to enable him to despatch » suitable 

efpeditions 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey —(Received February 5.) 





16882] No. 67. 


mh Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received February 3.) 
No, 30. 
Gee raphic.) 

FOUR telogeam No, 50 of 2nd February. 

M, Zvogintwof, whom I saw yesterday will consult Russian group with 
regard to suggested guarantee for fuollities for railway. He quite understood that 
Advance of 100,000, was an entirely separate transaction, but said) that Russian group 
did not want. syndicate, to make thig advance until railway option bad also been 
Sbtained. ‘This wns one, reson for their opposing concession. He made personal 
‘uggestion that this, difficulty might be got over by requests for option and for mining 
concession, being made simultaneously, x 

On his asking whether Thad hoard anything more abont terminal port, Tread 
Xin tt paragraph of your, above-mentioned. telograte He personally sow no 
chjeotion to Iapahan-Shiraz, alignment being examined first, Same survey party 
frould Have to examine all possible alignments in turn, and to seport on. their 


St, Petersburgh, February 5, 1914. 


Commercial and practical possibilities, loaving all political and strategiea) considerations 
for discussion between tho two Governments, Russian group regarded) the Shiras 
alignment, as unacoeptable on account of its length, and of ite proxy to Bagdad 


Railway, bub Uy, could not ato ie in. advands, Ho trusted that His Majesty's 
Government would also) refrain from yotoing Charbar or Guetar® until after Survey 
‘Commission reported, 

T told him that I saw no. prospect of your ever accepting either of latter, and 
enquired whother Russian group bad insuperable objections to Bunder Abbas, Ho 
‘toil not, ho said, epeak in their name, but ho personally held out hope of their possibly 
consouting to railway running, direct from. Yerd to Bunder Abbas and passing at some 
Gistanco to tho south-west of Kerman, Country between Youd aud Kerman did not 
Jend itself to railway construction. 

Ministor for Borejgn Affairs, to whom I repeated substance of above, spoke 
strongly against the suggested alignment on the ground that it would flood North 
‘Porsia with our acaborne goods, Trans-Persian waa to hve been transit railway to Indio, 
but we were changing its whole chatncter, Wo hadibetter say so at once, and call it 
now by tomo other nme, He had hoped that. it would have drawn vs nearer 
together, but, on the contrary, we were drifting apart, Russin was ready to give most 
dolomn guarantees with regard to Indian frontier, and we, should find, when too late, 
How unfounded wore our suspicions of her, We had better give tp all idea we hud of 
asking for option, 

Proinincied him that form which request for option was to take would loave: the 

westion of uligament in south quite vague, I waa not pressing Yezd-Bunder Abbas 

dijgamont, and did not even know whethor it would be acceptable to, His Majesty's 
Goveramant but gronnds on whic hig Hallney oppose! it’ wore not calculated to 
encourage Anglo-Ltussian co-operation in Persia. 

"His Hxcellency snid he would discuss question of option with M. Raffaloviveb, who 
had just arrived, 

His Exeollenay's L-bumour may, I think, be caused! by reopening of question of 
vacant Soutari conimand, referred to in my telegram No, 87 of ath February, 

‘Present position of trans-Persian question 15 as follows + Russian group will no 
moro aovept Shiraz alignment than wo shall accept Charbsr as terminal port, ‘They are, 
Jhowever, prepared to leave question of alignment open und: want us to do the same. 


 Guetar is about $0 miles east of Oharbsr. 
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‘Though it seems waste of money for Commission to survi i i 

rey routes which 
feel heterehaca sre abould be field responsible: or Pee enion mrs dane 
wwe to veto soy partioulas aligument tn advance. Sngestion of Yeed alignment offers 
Posible compromise which ws might adopt ware the Commsexion to report in its favour, 


Russian Gov t veto i ie 
Were Russian Government then to_ veto it on commercial grounds, we could throw the 


Y 





11491) - No. 68, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


: Foreign Ofieo, Pebruci 
___ LHAVE received your despatoh No, 291 ofthe Beihai pane Wee 
it is the intention of His Majesty's Government to. make to the Persian Governmont @ 
further financial adyanos on account of the Fars gendarmerie force ut the end of th 
hey ee eat of 100,0001, was lent in iny 1913. 5 
hile T realise fully that the gendarmerie may bo essential for ih 

ment of Persia, it is not to be expected that the Batish taxpayer SER URES 
for tho maintenance of the fores. Before I am prepared, thenoforo, to considen, thy 
question of approaching His Majesty's Treasury regarding a further outlay of 100,000 
‘must have conclusive evidones tovshov, if uvoowary, that the Renan Goverment 
could not finance the scheme themselves, and that I heve made every effort, to induce 
them to fulfil their own most elementary obligations by meeting the changes on account 
of the maintenance of law and order ont of the country’s own resources, If Persia 


penetra instalments of funds whenever the need arises she will never pay 


Laocordingly request you to urgo the Treasurers in tho str 
fod ie nesery muna di of Persian noes pane can 
___ As regards the difficulty experienced by the acting British consul at Shitax i 
inducing che Swestsh ober charged with coping the aemunta a she ties on eat 
them fy propen contro, ite dificut to undestail how any. publi offcal converse 
with civilised methods of adininistration can seriously claim exemption from. the 
universally accepted rule governing the disbursement of public money tn all oounties, 
claim which is, moreover, in complete contradiotion to the terms on'whieh the advance 
‘was made, as mentioned in your telegram No. 260 of the 19th July Inst. You. should 
uorordingly wse your influenos in every way to oupport tho detnand of the Finace 
Department for the rendering of proper aconunts by the gendarmerio offivors, and) you 
may inform the Swedish commandant of the fore, and’ warn Major O'Connor, that 
uunlegs such accounts aro duly rendered thors ean bo no question of continuing, to mnke 
tnonay from British sources available for tho purpomes of thy force, 
Tom, ds, 
#, GREY, 





16535) No. 69, 


& ,, * W. Tovwiley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived, February 6) 
lographic,) Re 
HOHAMMERAT Rollvay survey. Peete EGTA SSL 


Consul-general at Bushire telegraphs that Crosthwaite has urgent private ra 
for wishing. to go hots for eix mouths, - The Goverment of Tatin. have’ given thee 
‘consent provided that he is not wanted for railway survey work. 

‘As Nizam-es-Sultanoh’s arrival has been 6 long delayed, the Minister of the 
Tnterior is anxious to appoint his own brother, Saif-ed-Dowleh, us Governor of Duristan 
‘and Arabistan, As ho is not sauch wwe and has poor record, { am suguesting that we 
should await, the arrival of Nizam-ea-Sultanch, who has Jeft Marseilles. ‘There are 
also reasons connected. with gendarmerie why it is not desirable that 4 Governor should 
be provided for another five or six weeks, The Minister of tho Intorior professis to 
beliave that, with his brother in Luristan, he can arrange for safe Basu of uurvey 

Tow 


ty; but in any case this could not take place for th 
Til ue dasha barre ueteclylanicssn ems eee ee epvidiaes 


(Addressed to Foreign Office ; repeated to Bushire.) 
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(5536) No. 70. 
Sir W. Lownley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received February 6.) 
(No, 37.) 


February 6, 1914. 
(Wolegtaphic:) eben, Rebruary 8 ONE 
TOUR celogram (No. 30 of 220d January to St. Petersburgh: 
cone iniater for Foreign Affairs told me yetarday that tho ee Crea 
ost anxious to carry out promise made to syndichte as soon ible ani asked mo 
i rt, T thought it best to sketch situation briefly 
2 i coe ce onetonled to think that His Majesty's Goverament no Longe 
e syndicate, i . " a 
Shaves teal Airs vepiod that what Zed fold iy tallied sri hat 
ward from St. Petersburgh and Paris, and said that, although Russ : 
He eae son sigh, We had boon given hints through Borsian Miniatar in St, Peters 
pias Ben Ee Seto ask: you what action he-'should tae, asthe 
Government is genuinely anxious to carry out its promise, and 100, 0001. woul ery 
Geauptable Fo help to meet heavy: payimenta dusiat the new yeu | 
Minister for Coreign Adtuina’ whole attittide has changed again, an ppears 
moat nnsioins ¢o'bo obliging. 





(6722) No, 71. 
Sir G: Buchanan to Sir Edward Groy—(Received Febrilary 1.) 
(Mo. 40.) 


(Cologsophie) St, Petersbrirgh, February 7, 194. 
rimediately preceding tolegram of Sth Rebruary, 
x Rafhoviteh, vs ane Meds ae a sn Les aes 
ili option 6 made a6, sgn it 
te tk diet to, Pertian Govornmont or Shosgh Persian Minister in Pa 
Tap y of Ritssian Government to your Saves No, 434 of 1913 woul ee becca 
Hee a a tow days. Hie exproned himself strongly against Bundor Abbas as a 
a i id that syndicate must remember they 
co nad nok-yet obtained coneeesion, and that 
Majesty's Government they hud to reckon 
wa Hover been told anything ‘ubout concession 
when tallway 
1 ivplied 
Souidtd d'Ihudes' cl 
of his proposéd line of argume 


Pinally he gaid that he w 
Alisuasiny ueation with syndicate: 
fg and British group ot arrival in aa 10 
Pera Syndicate wan nob « atoog ono Rnandialy, si 
Fret Tovelatoke would care to co-operate with then by accepting 
ging. bite to. suggest some, practical solution of question, be waid thay, Russi 
Fup ewould uot oppose einocdon provide tha the aol ies a 
Siiviy” hy must have land oo either side of allway to ensure. ett 
Mrotking, anid they might. allow syndicate to ol eeason provid hat nat 
.de to société portion of it through whic! iy 
areas ape Chou wa sth egos 
f dn mining operations in tions of ity likely to 
syndiente cont Peiay, and, hough euch om arrangement might have ie, disadvan 
ee Russia group were not to blame for being, wouble to indionto prosins alignsich 
iemight be udviauble’ before Ie arsives in. Landon to try and’ predispose 
group th favour of some satixfatory arrangement wat mining syndic 


+ The Now Year boging on 220d Marsh 


GL 
[3845] No, 72, 


Sir Bateard Grey ta Sir W. Townley. 
(re 29.) 


’elegraphic,) Foreign Ofico, February 7, 1914. 

YOUR telegram No. 16 of 15th January : Muinactiee, g 

Question has again been carefully considered with the India Ofte, and the con= 
lusion arrived at is that you should insist very atrongly with the Persian Government 
on the improper way in which the cancellation of concession, formally announced to His 
Majesty's Legation, was withdrawn by-four Ministers, ‘This uotion cannot be wecopted as 
valid and you eboold. point out to/Minietor for orsign AShiw the deplawine chest 
which maintenance of Muin’s concession will have on His Majesty's Governinent, and 
rss for ite dante withdrawal, following up this demand by sation proposed in 

ir P. Cox's telegram of 25rd October lust, 

T am not, fiowever, prepared to use active pressure to this end, and you are therefore 
authorised, a5 a Inst resort, to. proposo eitliex that a new conoession, including islands, 
should be given to a British firm approved hy His Majesty's Government with the Muin 
in partnership and foreign participation oxpreaily exoluded, or to agros to restoration 
of concession to Muin on condition, that Larak, isha, and! Henjam are excluded, and 
that Persian Government give written assurance that no concession will bs given on 
those islands excopt on terms and to British firm approved by His Majesty's Govern 
ment, In either case the whole of Kishi Inland should be specified, «nd any concession 
to British firm on islands should be permanent and not for short terms, 

___1 prefer first alternative, but leave choice to your discretion in view of local 
ciroumatences, 


In any case a proviso should be made that the rights of the Anglo-Persian Oil 
Company will not be infringed, 





(4938) No. 73, 
Sir Bdiward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


(0, 31.) 
(igi) Foreign Office, Rebruary 1, 1914. 
YOUR telegram No. 20 of 22nd Jannary : Mohammorah-Ihoromabad Railway. 
Thave suggested to syndicate that they’ should— 


1, Demand extension of timo for survey under clauso of force majeure. 
2. Request that Persian Government shall, in consultation with His Majesty's 
Government, take measures in Luristan to ronder survey possible. 
3. Postpone dispatch northwards of survey party until safety can be assured. 


sam uleate agree to abore, but xequost that: Persia Government dould seimburan 
immediately out-of-pocket expenses, 12,000L, and 6,001. for coat of withdrawal of 
somo members of survey party and maintananoe of remaindox, 

‘They urge extension of time be period of one year, from announcement by Persian 
Governnient that district is opon for safe survey: 

‘Syndicato will collect all available data to submit scheme of construction to Persian 
Governinent with a view to final negotiations 

‘Thoy urge that in view of present circumstances syndicate cannot accopt concession 
t®eonitenct ue at ihett own axpenien ad uk, and Magons adontien'ot GrgiaAl draft 
contract agreed by Shustor (Bastern Department, Secret Print Series, Soptomber 8, 


Section 2, 1911), whereby railway would be surveyed, constructed, and worked by 
syndicate on account of Persian Government. 


Syndicate further propose that line should'be in two sections— 
(i.) Mobammerah-Dizful. 
{ii.) Dizfal-Khoremabad. 


Surveys for (i), which Wilson estimated! cheapest and most profitable within a 
reasonable time, are almost complote for submission to Persian Government. Section 
i) would depend on favourable circumstances: 

Tam informing syndicate that I can support no claim for expenses inourred 
without furiher details, and that they might amend thoir suggested revival of Shuster 
contract by proposing to deal with Mobsnmerah-Diefal seotion of lino only nt present 
‘on basis of contract of option (your despatch No, 62 of last year), leaving second section 
for subsequent consideration. 

[1667] R 
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‘You are mennyhile authorised, when'ayadicate's agent seoks your support, to urge 
Minister for Foreign Affairs to grant extension as proposed, and to establish order in 
Tmristan. You might also sound Persian Government as to their treating the malas 
8 a State undertaking, 





(5585) No: TA. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W- Townley. 
(No. 32.) 


legraphic.) Re Foreign Ofieo; February 1, 1914. 
ran Nea No, 26 of 6th February: Luristan. bs 

{shall shortly send dofinite instructions regurding the surveyors’ withdrawal, and 
T would suggest that Crosthwwaita should remain until they are recorved. 

T deprecate appointment of Saif-ed-Dowleh, and: agree to await arrival at Tehran 
of Nizam-os-Sultaneh. 





16726) No. 75. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received Pebruary 8.) 
(No, 39.) 
" Tehran, Rebruary 8, 1914, 
oe SFAOTORY reports reccived from Kazernn’ have caused tolonel com- 


imanding tho gendarmerie at Shirus to reinforeo post at the former place with seventy 
eavalry and tyvo Maxims, 





(68658) No..76, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bidioard Grey.—(Received Pebriaty 9.) 


Confidential.) roe cage} 8.48 
YM is:stated th a tolegeiitn from the Goyariment of Thain to the Marquess of Crewo, 
dated the L0th Octobor last (890 Confidential Print Sootions, “Persia, (60005) of tho 
Sed November) upon the subject of tho proposod ‘Trani-Persian Railway, that it is 
strongly recommended that 2 purely Russian escort should accompany the Joint 
Pochsieal Commission over tho (Grst part of the aligoment, and that it should bo 
relloved by a British oscort nt Yezdikhost or Shira. 
Tavold most respectfully venture to point ont that thure would appear to mo to 
‘ho Serious objections (0 tho ndoption of this proposal, which T have notseen commented 
‘upon ih aby subsequent correspondence which has reached me, Aw I understand the 
Hon of cho proposed. railway, it is to bo 4 purely commercial enterprisa, enjoying 
‘Of course, the full support of tha two Governments interested, but divested, as far 
fas may be possible, of all that may anake it an object of suspicion a6 a political or 
atrategieal wmdertaking on the part of the two\Governmonts. Were the Commission to 
he escorted by a foree of Russian soldiers whilst passing through the district which is, 
publicly recognised us beibg under Russian influenoy, ond by British troops in the 
Togion’ whore British interests are specially predominant, it would, in my opinion, 
tyente wnneh suspicion in the Persian mind as to tho genuineness of the entorprise being 
Commorcial, and would be calculated to engender serious opposition. ‘There iso doubt 
that it would be well that the Commission should be escorted, although the road a8 fit 
a4 Shiras or Kerman would bo perfrtly safe, but am very strongly of opinion that it 
vould be most desirable that the escort should be composed of a Persian force, such as 
the. Cossacks or the gendarmes, or of n composite forco of the two, under Russian 
for Sivedish officers, as tho cage might be. s “ vere 
T have spoken'to my Russian colleague in this sense, withont telling him tho reason 
for my doing 60, antl ho ontirely agroos with mo that much possible opposition to the 
chemo would, be ayolded by the uso of u Persian force, whilst the dsnger of a malicious 
‘attack upon the Commission would be greatly reduced. 
Thave, 0. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 
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15862] No 77. 


Sir W. Towiley to Sir Haward Groy.—(Reéeived Pebruary 9.) 
(No. 8. Confidential.) 
Sir, 


A Tehran, Tanuary 10, 1914, 

_ I HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a Confidential 
Gespatch which T have received from His Majesty's Consul at Kerman, upon tho 
subject of the increasing prevalence of Baluchi raids that not only threaten. towns 
in which thera are cousiderable British earpet weaving interests, but even tho ‘city 
‘of Kerman itself. 

_ Captain Lorimer points out with meh reason that the situation is fast beooming 
an intolerable one when Baluchi raiders not only threnten the Kerman-Bundor Abbas 
trade route in large numbers, but even might menaca the town of Kerman itself in 
the absence of the Governor-Genoral, should that official at a critical moment bo 
absent.with the bull of his forces in some other part of the province, ‘Tho remedy 
for this unsatisfactory state of things lies, aptain Lorimer appears to think, in 
offensive operations into Persian Baluchistas, but ho rightly considers that na\ good 
purpose would bo served ‘by such an expedition unless the necessary steps were taken’ 
to secure the establishinent of a permanent administration in Pérsian Baluchiutan 
antler a capable Governor, who: should be indepondent of the Goyernor-Conoral of 
Kerman, and be provided-with suche military foree as would enable lim’ to maintain 
order and:puit a stop to raiding. 

Stich au arrangement is highly desirable, but) Captain Lorimer proceeds to point 
out in his despatch all the difficulties that attond tho éxocution of such a plan under 
existing conditions. An expedition under a Bakhtiari, Governor-General, ywould,, he 
shows bo of a pniely ephemeral natura, with ait main, objot, tho amasing of 8 
much plander as possible by the Jeador. And yot.with » Bakhtiar Governor-Cenoril 
thoro is-at Yeast somo chanes that some punitive moasures oan bo undertaken, becuse 
the Bakhtiari khaus are always accompanied hy a certain military faroo of thoir awn 
subesmen.. Nothing but purely defensive attitude gould bo assumed by any otbor 
Governor-General. that the’Porsian Government. would. be likely to send to Kerman, 
bocanse he would have no fore, beyond the somawhut unroliable lovies he could raise 
locally, to’opposo to tho Baluchi raiders. 

‘The prosent Govomor-General, Serdar Mohtoshem Bakhtiari, who has not lett 
‘Tehran, has had the Baluch question seriously under consideration in concert with the 
Minister of the Interior, and contemplates maidortileing a military. expedition, on which 
lio hopes to secure the co-operation of at loast.a small gendarmerie foree, which would, 
with his own sovnrs, provide a ‘backbone for the local troops that ho will hayo to 
recruit for the parpose, ‘The Serdar does not, howover, propose to trust to tho sword 
alone, but has already despatchod a peace emissary in tho person of Misbabsi-Diyan, a 
former Governor of Bunder Abbas, to treat swith the Baluch leaders, with a view to 
rexchiing, if possible, a conipromisé that will ensblo an administration to ha establichod 
withoutsAghting: Misbalii-Diwan claims! to. enjoy great influontco: swith tho. Baltes 
chiefs, bat I much doubt if his, diplometic mission willl achieve imuch nsnful rosult, 
Tt is, owever, I think, a good sign that an effort should bo mado to como to a friendly 
settlement of a quostion that is franght with many difficulties, 

Lhave caused parts of Captain Lorimer's despatch to be communicated to the 
Ninieter of tho Tnterior, who ts informed mo, in-ropyy that ho intonds, us soon a 
such & coursa may be feasiblo, to separate Persian, Balochistan from ‘Kerman, and to 
send an independent Governor to it ether from Tehran or elsewhere, buts Highs 
added that this cannot be done until there 18 a strong force of gandarmarig in the 
province of Kerman. Itwould be ilo to suppose that the small gendatinorie fore 
noir in Kerman will become strong enough to undertake the task of picifying Porsinn 
Baluchistan just at present, hut from thoir exploits on the Bushire-Shirnz road and 
elsewhere in Northern Persia, think wo may fairly anti¢ipate that thoy «vill render n 
better account of themsolves than Captain Lorimer would appear to anticipate. 

‘As regards tho final proposal contained in Captain Lorimor’s deapsteli, namely, 
that if the Persian Government is unable to cope with the situation itself it should bo 
urged to invite tho Indian Government to do so, T-wwoulil vanturo to suggest that tyro 
blacks do niot make ono whito, and that the fact that circuinstances Hive obliged the 
Russian Government to undertake very costly operations in tho protection of their 

litical interest and trade in Northern Persia is not a mason why the Indin 
‘overnment should take similar measures in another part of Porsia, whore not vory 
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Smportant British interests sre only distantly Uhteatened, “Moreover, it would © think, 
imporiartair 19 give the Porsian Goverment a little more time to develop e0 
pe miuiestion, tho geadarmerio, that may succeed within the next year oF O7e. in 
Sea pit the desired establishment of a stable form of government in Persion 


Baluchistan. 
Thave, &. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


oo 
Enelosure in No. 77. 


Const, Lorimer to Sir W. Townley. 


(No. 20, Confidential.) 
ir, Kerman, November 26, 1913. 

T HAVE the honour to bring forward for consideration the question of the raiding: 
by Baltehin iito\ Kerman territory, and of the administration of the province of 
Porsian Baluchistan. 

ian Baluchistan sary for mo to deal with the origin of the. existing situation: 
‘The “ott of evente in recont years may be traced in Major Spkes's work: * en 
Tho Cours? toe “through Borsa” and in the despatches and diaries of vations 
donsals conliing ough those ‘of my immodiate predecessor, Lieutenant-Colonel 

sig, CMG 

i, CAL a absonco of any soniblanee of government in Baluchistan and the 
onaiant raids by its tribes into the neighbouring districts. of Bam and Narmashir, not 
donatn ra PY artes afold towards hurasan, ate sulicieutly familiar. Also they 
Ho not ordinarily jeopardise to auy. serious extent Bi 

“In tho presont year, however, Baluchi nc 
tho British point of view. ‘The district of Khabis, only 
aoe talded on more than one occasion, and. Rawar, « weaving centre 18 which 
Glty, Was ed fal is engojged, wns actually, attacked. ‘The raidere were beaten of 
mach fore eo son bot sides, but a litle more detoriination qnitho part of tho 
ith Home on eve corriod. the day and «Toss of Hhousands and thoushnds of pounds 
Would have resulted to British subjects and protésts. 
cl have Fost ivjous in its potentialities, and very sarious in ite actual results, wag 
tho big Baluchi raid in May’ last into, the cowatry botween Kerman and Bam: The 
Tuicts of abrud, Darzin, and Marghak. were stripped aud large reravin its 
xp from Bunder Abbas, with goods prineipally belonging. to British Todian 
ip Teo etd Tho Log tos fn th one episode was <oine 19,700 tomans odd, 
sae onde by a dispensation of Providence, oF some similar force, that's caraved 
aaa i aevocy for thodmperial Bink of Rereia and accompanied by British subjoots did 
not fall into their hands, 
ate ae tom moreover, in the absenca ‘of the, Gavornor-Goneral: with, all. 
avail ile tories fa Aqua ‘Afshar, there was absolutely nothing to. prevent tho raiders 
aoa attaygh on aud pilaging Kerman city. Tt appears, certain that hey Wet 
Yous than G00 in stumber, and it was probably only because they were qatted ‘ond 


dese ea oe chat they stayed their course and returned to their country. Since thet 
Mae a a eidy into Khabig/and Tavwar already referred to, and a succossion 9f 


WRaininto Narnashir and the vicinity of Bam., At the present time Bam and tho 
Villages of Narmiashir aro being daily, menaced aeith devastation, 

Bes ot Narmiasitpon the circumstances of thé yenr, and. tho) question, nataral 
follogg What soos have. boon taken to. obtain separation and to abste the Bally 
follow Witk auawor ia: Almost nothing. . An rogards recoverios, nothing eam 
‘ign ihout a. punitive expedition, but an expedition was, in my opinion, Pot & 
thing to bo undertaken with existing resonsces oF under the auspices of a man like the 
thing He ikhatn, who would only design and. earry out euch, oa underatie 
Ae that would transfor tho maximum of Government funds and of Baltic 
property into his ova pockets without: producing ay permanent ‘amelioration of the 
‘situation. 

iol efore ubstained from pressing the authorities for the recovery: of compels 
sation nthe oot envied of at Marghek ond Sarvistan, and even daclined to interes 
se in trying to bring about a Baluchistan expedition for which tho Amir Mufakh- 
Kham was very insistent. 

ee eae the- home districts sd been a political necessity in onde, to 
roe if the prestigo of the Government in the perts of the eountsy oroseed yoo 
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trade routes, and on which’ the zt 
, and the “prosperity: of Ki is immedi ; 
Bie sang nine nace dl not Sciatiecus eames nee 

sae wij yeni, the eetilement of the Baluchi question a necessary, and it i 

areas arene Tho Balch have head trying their eenpt a ate 

daring fhe present year, sud that they have the strength nol only to sack Bam ee 
aioe ing a ae aa to make the western and hitherto safer nus 

Bander Alay vig De Hale, imposible and to loot awa, and oven Kenna 

Hel, dag the abnenes of « Governor wit trang following lik thas de jira 
cs ion, The only’ thing lacking eo far 5s initiative and 

Tt will be argued that the io wil protec 
gendarmerie will be abl i 

ene ea rete ‘and to guarantee the safety of ae oa wae wien be 
in th cour of tne bait is eerily beyond dei power at prewnt, Ro erases 
meter See Kerman to Deh Bakri, some 120 miles, on which’ Dali 
renee eee ee 

ae ys yu 1e ill i 
ame to make, aud any set-back or disaster ell Hevea mont arabs “the 
mantranca of a nego foospecaly 1 soules the Enlic egee will in h og 
Api in the cit itself would bo wasteful atasuexpecians Se erie 
soa i terefore seams to mo that the Halu orl ould by attacked mone dire 
god eater the rook, “One sap to this end. wonld be the Iucton of corto of 
Porian troops on dhe cast trator af Box and yathape of Nanmasit, A ‘ 
in this drvation, Trecominended carior a the year hat ancial provi Weta ce 
for tho malotenen of small mounted fore by the, Governor Baa (uansae 
a tring meanure, whos ARRAY aun wheat ge sy 

1 fensivo mensures, taken only to avoi i 
foun in he log nn obo expenaiy an Satay Hue ae a ane 
ee ia during the fifty years preveding the revision of methods 

. Lam therefore of opinion that the Baluchi 
stan. probl 

means of fence” Bat meas of flee PAA nea arr at 
pina sleaze maraly tha precreon of fermaneat administrative co 
Jods no uso paying the Baluc in thee wn coin, by mostasig with dia ily 
Saflcient Pesan foneo undo, Persian Tandem, raiding the ceuity, anptyi Fittet 
Hock: and eas and then withdrawing, ‘Tia ie what the Amir Micha ould 
Yams don i eos ae welders teal agri ee 
peter n crease criminality, and a renee ‘of wron; i 
sare for revange which would nd'a vent fer iat fn” renomed a ved 

LL. If Baluchistan is to bo entered, it shoul 

B db i ; 

by te Postar Garang” wl fae air ha asacd rae 

ouniry ani establish » Goverment, capital uhoald be founded by the bailing of 

Soe oe ee ae 
ld sons es 

Be er eae pe Oe 

or otbers, to see tha i rea eeninane che 

Se, only reasonable politieal nd :pocuninzy demande and artunge- 
Bficiently and justly administered, the province ahi il 

seat Ht snl ia as tha steadied ue 

tol Gente ree are ue a ea 

e ent re fo ge eoeeon acoheat aaa ofthe revenue and. 

‘ ‘arsian troops cannot exist in Baluchistan, : 
vit oe oe ar ree meee ee te 
prey bal gure in eed question whother Baluchistan would b 

1 walthy. ‘The Buluchis themsal 7 
sud active eaghgh, Doo stato wi 0 wat supnly, medical sah pope 
ettos wl Lior: abi cause of complaint, Tt would also probably 
He pele to dra Itgelyon the Haluhis themed or ooops They apes 

b) vided up among themselves t it pr blo (bree 
shel eens Se ee eee ya eto 

5 
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13. As regards a Govemor, with a:salary_ guaranteed by the Finance Department, 
and pickings which he would still make, I do not doubt that a msn could be found. 
Tf ho were not one of the ‘Tehran-bred ‘ruling. caste,” s0 much the better in all 
probability. i ss d 

14, If the Persian Government is incapable of governing Baluchistan, I believe the 
British Government could do it for it-with a small force of local levies and @ handful of 
Tndion Army officers, and could square the account from the local revenues. I speak, 
however, qwithout any personal Knowledge of the country or its people, and this 
question would require investigation’on the spot 

15. In conclusion, I would urge that the Persion Government be pressed to take 
effective stops to, re-establish its authority in Baluchistan before matters reach a more 
serious point, und, that if they are, ox express themselves, unequal to the task, they 
‘should be required to commission the British Government to undertake it for ther - 

Tn tho lntter caso T believe that, by a gradual. introdnction of British officisls and 
tho: raising of local levies, Baluchistan could in. course of time be reduced to\order 
svithout any formal expedition, = y ; 

1, Tom the point of viow of international politics, presume that when Russia 
Keops thonsands of Russian troops in Northern Persia wo may without offence, take 
such mild and tentative steps as these last proposed. We may surely exert, ourselves 
topubnstop to anarchy existing on tho frontior of India, threatening and actually 
damaging our most valuable interests in onr own “ sphere” of Persia, especially whon 
‘his, anarchy. provails. in a remote corner of the country which is isolated in every 
way from the general sphero of Persian polities, and in which no European Power 
nave ourselves hin any intorest, direct or indirect. 

T have, &e. 
‘D, LORIMER, Captain, TA. 





[6862] No. 78. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey. (Received February 9.) 


(o-9) 
ir, n 9 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 281 of the 20th ultimo upon the subject of 
‘tho unsutisfuctory conditions now. provailing on the road between Kermanshal and 
Kasr-iShirin, T have the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despateh from 
His Majesty's vioo-consul at Hamadav, which cortoborates in every particular the 
roport, of ths situation mado by His Majesty's consul at, Ketmanshah, and confirms 
Ma, MoDouolle o-oxpresied conviction that armen, Faro is uite able to restore 


Tehran, January 10, 1914. 


‘order on the rond, and go rendur @ good service to British trade, wore his Highness 
Gonuiniely minded to'do go, Tam convinced that the Persian Government would gladly 
tal taps to coors the Prince into resigning, his post or setting himself seriously to 
work to do his duty if it wore not for the fact that it is feared to give offence to 
Russia, whoso strong support this worthless Governor-General undoubtedly enjoys. 

‘As regards the measures which Mr, Cowan suggests that the gendarmerie should 
take this spring, Fam informed by General Hjalmarson that much will depend upon 
how things progress in. the neighbourhood of Burujird und Rhoremabad, whither a 
strong puinitive expedition is to bo despatched, as will bo shown in am aocompanying, 
dospatoh, ‘Should the operations to be carried out in the neighbourhood of Barujird be 

wickly: und successfully executed, a considerable force will be available for the 
Kermanstiah road, but tue gonoral will in any case make an effort to place posts upon 
it in sufficientistrength to secure the free and safe passage of trade. 4 

Tn conoluston, F srould venture, Sir, to call your attention to the very satisfactory 
aogount. that Mr. Cowan gives of the state of the road east of Hatnadan, which was 
infested by robber bands of « most dangerous type about eighteen months ago. 


we, ko. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 
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Enclosure in No, 78. 


Vice-Coneud Cowan ta Sir W. Townley: 
No, 4) 

Sir, Hamadan, December 18; 1913. 
WITH reference to Mr, Consul McDouall’s despatch No. 106 of the 11th December, 
copy of which he has sent to me for my information, I have the honour to submit to you 
horewith my own pions and suggestions on the condition of the Bagdad road, based 
upon information which I have been at pains to obtain ftom merotianta and others since 
Thave beon here, The present is a. particularly fivourable! opportunity’ toiraito this 
question, ns both may Thorell, commanding the gendarmerie at Hamadan, and his 
commanding officer, Major Karlberg, of Kazyin, will bo at Tehran for Christmas, and if 
‘you see fit, after being put in possession of the facts, you might discuss the aubject with 
them personally, 

So far as Bri trade is:concerned; Hamadan is oven more fea eae ‘than 
Kermanshah in the state of the Bagdad toad. ‘Two! years ago Mr. Murray, of the 
Imperial Bank of Persia, wrote a report on the trade of Hamadan, of which he Kas 
Ikindly given mo w copy. In this report the imports of Manchester: gooda alone to 
Hunadan amounted to 850,000k, imports from India to 180,0000,, while a generous 
estimate of those from Russia came to no more than 150,000, 1 have not yet heen 
able to obtain sufficient data to make « reliable estimate of importa as thoy ntand at 
present, but it is snfe to nssume thut British goods still. occupy first place, though the 
margin by which they led has been reduced. "This may bg conjectured trom the: fot 
that cheap Russian cotton goods now appear in the bazaars, where formerly they were 
unknown. Moreover, most of the minor imports, such as stationery, hovsehold utanails, 
goloshes, &c., appear to be of Runsian origin, 

‘This decline in British trade is entirely due to the condition of the Bagdad road in 
reoont years, and. the system upon which it lias been pub in order, ‘The appearance of 
Salar-ed-Dowleh inthe weat let loose all the disturbing olementain that part of Persin 
to Prey wpe the Hamadan road, with tho result that’ transport became hazardous and 
unprofitable. When the gendarmerie began to restore order on the road they naturally 
begun. to work from Kazvin, and they were so successful in their efforts that tonday 
there is not a single robber east of Hamadan, except the brigaud Abbas, and he has 
found it advisable to move for the present to Trak, Front Kazvin to Hamadan there 
are gendarmerie posta every fow miles, but there are no such posta as yot. west of 
Hamadan, But even on that side the road is nominally anf at present, and it is true 
that for a long time no robberies have been reported on it, Even the notorious 
Assadabad Pass would appear to be safe for the moment. The obstucle to British trade 
at present arisea west of Kermanshab, and is that to which Mr. McDouall makes 
reference in his despatch—the extortion of illegal taxes. by the “road guarda” of 
Farman Farma, Thess exactions, the Bagdad merchants here inform me (and Major 
‘Thorell confirms this), amount to 8 tomans per camel-load, and sometimes more, ‘The 
consequence is that transport from Bagdad to Hamndan, which lasb yenr was 16'tomans 
per catnel, has this year rison to 35 tomans, This naturally affects’ British trade yory 
seriously, and enables Russian importers to compete with British goods, which the 
could not do in normal times. It is commonly belisved both’ here and at ARanaachtnt 
that Farman Forma is deliberately enooura; these exactions in order to destroy 
British trade, and that he receives a Russian subsidy for doing’so, Whother thia in 
true or not, nobody who. is acquainted with that Prince's character can doubt that « 
considerable part of the dues extorted finds its way into his pocket, All the information 
T have been able to gather entirely confirms Mr. MeDouall's opinion that Farman Firma 
could puta stop to these exactions if he choso, ns all the tribes staud in great awe of 
him on acount of biz cunning. But I fear that, nothing is to be: hoped trom him, as 
even iff hie took away his ‘‘road guards” he would arrange that thay ehould réappear ax 
Trigands, sud then goiat to ther an tho copsoquonse of eho fragtriion of hl obits on 
bebalf of order. The only solution of the difficulty would appear to lie in the 
gendarmerie, 

T have had several conversations with Major Thotell sinee his return from 
Kermanshah, He tells me that by next spring he sa to have 800 men on the road 
between Hamadan and Kermaushial, and that in 1915 the gendarmerie will bovablo to 
police the road as far as the frontier, and that 600’ men will be necessary for the lust 
part, ‘The scheme may be excellent, but it is too slow, While all:these preparstions: 
are being carried out British trade will be dying, and we shall. not. hé in a poattion to 
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ble for His Majesty's Government to: take any- 
‘ussian Government, ines the 

igdadl road ip entire) T have also ceuson to believe 
Pea ofliciols in this part of the country do, not view the operations of as 
ndarmeria with favour, AS an inotatos, T may quote the refusal of the Hamadan 
Road Company to allow thy gondarmerie to use the road telophono im urgent) casos. 
‘But ib mast be bore in asind that the situation here is nob im any way similar to that 
at Tube, Rosh, and Mestied, Thoeo, Russia ia euprome commercially as well as 
politically, Hore Great Britain holds a loag lead commercially, and, apart, fron 
Brrangemonts on paper, this part of the country is.a political no mada Iand. | Resin 
Than ben considered tn that tho door to Hanudan wos Brat reopened on her sido, an 
ah hus reaped no ttl advantage thartrom. I is but, the Pwr justice hat the 

door on the other side should be thrown open to us Feats an too late. 
vay Be. 
N. PATRICK COWAN. 





(6867) No, 79. 
Sir We Townley to Sir Hdward Grey—(Reeeived February 9.) 


_Bebron, January 19, 1914. 
TN continuation of iny despatch: No.'9 of the 10th instant, I have the honour. to 
tranenit to you hereyrith copy of & furthor despatch which I lave received from Hi 
Majouty’s cousul nt, Kermanshas reporting the dofeneo, put forward by the Governir 
General of that province for the deplorable condition of the road from ‘Kermanshah to 
the Turkish frontier. peas 


“WALTER TOWNLEY, 


(No, 15.) 


ir, 


Enelosure in No, 79. 
Consul McDouall to Sir W. Townley. 


(No. 2) - 
i Kermanshah, January 6, 1014. 

"| HAVE tho honour, with reference to your despatch No. 36, dated the 
Sond Hacowtor lash to tafors you that T have just had an interviow vet the 
Farman Farin, who had expressed a wish £0 soe. me on imporlant business. He is 
evidoutly mnuch perturbed at the telegram sout him frotn ‘ehran wines you a 
is Persian Minister on the subject of the Bagdad road. T promised! to repart to you 
whut ho saide, He fist pointed out thit there, was an increase this year in imports 
Goinparod to last. I told him that was not disputed but owing to the illege! 
ollgcied tho rato of freight was so high that it was dificult for merchants wo sell at ¢ 
Grofit, and Thad reason to believe that at present goods were being detained in Bog 


op 


owing to the high freight, and merchants were doublful.as to being able to ‘import in 
future. He said that he had naver denied the existence of these il] legal fees, and had 
repeatedly informed! his Government that he must.go himself tothe frontier districts 
to stop i Hitherto the Persfin Government had refusodl him potmission ea that he 
hiad been powerless, Now permission has béen granted and he i proparing to wo. 
Ho nd leo repeatedly pointed ut, that, gendarme were ncbemary 0 sifeguard ihe 
toad, and He ad also told both General Hjslmarcon and Major ‘Vhorell this, and if 
they lad only given him 100 gendarmes, that number with lis support. wouldl havo 

ced. ‘They could have been used to superintend his own aud local levies patrolling, 
the road. “Failing gondarmes ho had to be coutent with Cossacks, aud a force of 
Gossacks from Hamadan, he understood, wore to join him, A colonel has just arrived, 
Jat he had not yot heard what his instructions are, “He hoped, after restoring; order, to 
tise the Cossacks to superintend the road and prevent colleotion of these eos, 

His arguments aro very plausible, as uaual., Ho alluded to the good-name ho hud 
with the legation when Governor of Kerman, 1 told him to recover it ho must 
prove his goollwill by opening the Bagdad road properly to British tmde. I waa 
Elways ready. to assiat him, but mg irat duty was to Bath Grades 

_ Ho puts everything down tothe Sinjabis, whom he hates, as they successfully oppose 
his policy of dividing the tribes. Ho aseorts that- they first instituled these fees) and 
fare responsible. for all the misdeeds of the other tribes. My information. doos not 
confirm this. hore is little doubt that his first object in this oxpedition will bo 
‘ogainst tho Sinjabis, 

Thave, &. 


W. MeDOUALL 





(6872) No. 80, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Badward Grey.—(Recoived Pebraiary 9.) 


r, Teliran, January 21, 1914, 

WITH reference to my despatch No, 16 of the 19th instant on the subject of the 
condition of tho road from Kermanshah to tho ‘Purkish frontier, Zhavo the honouy to 
transinit to you herewith copy of a further despatch which I hive sovelved from His 
Majeity’s consul at Kormanttiah reporting on tho preparations, Which aro boing, rondo 
by the Governor-General to undertake an expodition to tho westora districts of that 
province. 


(No. 20.) 
Si 


Thaye, &c. 
WALTER TOWNEBY. 


Enclosure in No. 80. 
Consul MeDouall to Sir W. Townley, 


7 Kormaishah, Jannary 9, 1914, 

T HAVE tho honour to roport, with reference to ny dospatah No. 2 dated the 
Gth currout, that Furman Farma’is making preparations for his expedition to, tho 
western disuiets, bat up ll now he has not rmssived tho aocossary fund from 
tho Finance Dopartuaont, A post-cart has besa robbed in the Zohub district lately, 
‘and those who know the Farmou Farmaa methods believe that he instigated this to 
put preasure on the Desegaty to pay him what he demands. T would not say that this 
ia tho caso, but itis said. ‘Tho telegraph superintendent, Khabis-es-Sanaioh, who has 
just come from tho districts, wis mado to pay 18 tomans by the road guardé, and the 
Kalkhani refused to allow posts to be erected in thoir district unless « sum of 6 ‘krone 
per post was paid. 

Furman Parma says ho requizes money, Cossacks, aud ammunition. 

Colonel Ouchiakof, who leaves to-day, told me he was hurrying back to ee whut 
could be done to provide Cossacks, as those at Hamadan could not be apard from 
thero, ‘The Furuian Farma, himself says Cosaicks arg usclise, But, failing genduriics, 
fare bettar than nothing. The Cossacks, owing to their conduet in Salur-cd-Dowleh’s 
rebellion, have a bad tiame—in fact, no prestige whatever—and aro locally said to be 
cowards who will nevar fight, ‘Their couduol in the rebellion was probably due more 
to sympathy with the rebels than to cowardice, 

{iss7] vu 
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isd» long conversation with my Russian colleague regarding this expedition. 
Fela cught to. writs sipporting Terman Forme's demands. for tha ecostis 
for this expedition, which wonld show that we neted toxsther, He Belated out that 
ny Governor suplacing Farman Farma would probably be worse; therefore it wa 
hoiter to support him and get this expedition made eo as to ensuro the safety 0 ee 
road both for British trade nd ltussian pilgrims. I sid {would write to yon nthe 
subject, I filly, ogres, that if Farman Farina wore. zeealled, thers wos inal 
probability be tine of disorder largely duo to the Farman Farma’s own methods, 
unless a really eapablo man wore on the spot with a smal free, know of ouch mab, 
tinloss NiatmasSultanch were available. ‘Tho Farman Parma is a man who must 
driven, and oven then wil only work i his own woy, he tribes Dein obedient to, 
and in constant communication with, him, 1 belie that there is no danger of is foree 
Doing attoked, aud that bis presence in the districts with a small force is all that i 
necessary t restore order if ho wishos to do eo, This he will uot adit, aud cays 
that tho days are gone when his namo was sulicioat to resto order, asthe tribes now 
have magazine rifles, With such # maator of intrigue and lying it is difficult to get 
a has venta ea Governoe ik appenry tote that wo can only get onder 
restored by supporting hin) in obtaining, what ho etnos an necosry for his 
expedition, and then constantly press him to put the road in order aud settle the 
claims theres 








Thave, &e. 
Wy. MeDOUALL. 





(6874) No. 81, 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received Mebruary 9.) 


2 i ; 
Pace) Tehran, January 21,19. | 
(DHE Cabinet situation is ontwynrdly moro settled at the present moment 
Delica Atle etbomiutt & forer Minit at OorPatonberen aed Ambassador at 
Gonstantinople, ell Ionown at Monte Carlo under the psoudonym of Princo do la 
Paix," haw accepted the post of Ministor of Justice, whilst: the portfolio of Public 
Instruction lins been entrusted to Hakim-ul-Mulk—a somewhat insigmificant personae 
wo ins hold Cabins offco Before and enjoys a reputation for more Honesty of 
‘than ig usually ascribed to Persian public men. aan 
DE availa ho rash to assert that this strengthening of the Cabinet indicates a 
prolonged political life for the samo, because it is more than probable that the old 
Intriguos will break out afresh at no distant date, while os things are, Mustoficul- 
Mainalck, the Minister of Was, is to all intents and purposes out of office, Thad a 
Tong conversation a fow days ago with Prince Arfaced-Dowleh about tho present 
position of the Oabinet and other matters. The Prince, who has had a long European 
‘exporience, is a much moro enlightened talker than the raajority of Persian politictans, 
fand has 110 illusions about Persia's groatnoss, Ho, appeared to fully appreciate the 
Anjtations of the prosont position of the eouatry, but to be animated by a sincere 
desire t0 do ull that he can to assist in a poligy of gradual improvement of the existing 
foreign Aduiuintratons, T waa agreeably surprise by tbo Tackity of the views 
exprossed by his Highness, and J havo come to the conclusion that no small ariount of 
‘inay rpault from his inelusion in the Cabinet, even if only « small percentage of 
the words he used Ucar fruit. “He is evidently determined to endeavour to gulvaniva 
tho eisy-going members of the Cabingt into. Gome measure of publio activity. His 
European experionce should stand him in good stead, and he has alrestiy succeeded in 
‘giving an air of bustle to the somii-moribund Department over which he lias been called 
‘upon to preside. He pointed out most reasonably that want-of money is the bane of 
judicial administration, but Tam sure, from past experience, that he will find a wilin 
soaidjutor in tho much-abused 'Treasurer-General, yehom ones that official has satish 
himself ‘that: the money demanded is really to be spent in tho interest of tho State. 
‘Alroudy M, Mornard has! made on arrangement with Avfa-ed-Dowloh with which the 
nee is thoroughly contented. aa 
Pe nih atee of bea Gainey CE TaRaooND passed to a discussion about the 
attitude of tho Ministers towards ono another, with special reference to that of Ain-ed- 
Dowleh, Arfa-ed-Dowlch is especially well qualified to speak upon this subject, as he 
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fears a close personal friend of the Minister of thé Interior. He was 
very frank with me, and told me that he feared! that the Prince could not remain in 
tho Cabinet much longer, unless he: could make up, his mid to alter his manner 
towards his younger colleagues. The old Prince, he said, fully lielioves tliat hie te 
abreast of the. times, and that he: kas genuinely accepted the chariged condition of 
affairs that came with the constitutional revolution; but.as a mattor of Suct he eanuot 
ispossess himself of his bearing of theold days, whea a9 Sadi-Azam, the men who are 
to-day his colleagues on a footing of equality-in the Cabinet, would not have presumed 
to sit in hiis presince, He said that he would do his best as a.friend to induce ‘Ain-ed- 
Dowleh to change his demeanour towards certain of the member of the Cabinet, but 
The appeared to havo small hope of making a lasting aprostion, 

We then turned to the case of Mustoti-ud-Mamalek, which is 3a @ way’ more 
difficult question, ecauso it is hard to understand whit: he really wauts, and why he 
is dissatisfied. ‘The reason given bythe’ Minister of War for wishing to. leave the. 
Cabinet is that the Department over which he presides exists in name only, since thers 
is nomore an army iu Persia. ‘Tho argument is a sound ono, but it is probable that 
itis only {put forward to coxceal the real reason, which is that Musto, who his, from 
the first fA genuine supporter of the Constitution, does not like thoicontinued 
responsibility of being e Cabinet Minister undar what he considers to ben condition. 
of affairs that is at variance with the constitutional establishment. ‘This brings mo to 
44 question of, in. my opinion, very great importance, namely, tho present state of the 
young Shah’s Court, I have discussed the question on rigro than one oocasion with 
the Regent and have impreased upon his Pipi the absolute necessity of cleansing. 
the palace of the Minister of the Court who allows his youthful master and future 
Sovereign of Persia to be brought under influences that aro moat undesiralilo, Tt ia 
Tecoming a public scandal that loose women ate adinitied te he palace, to. tho, great, 
danger of the Shah's health. Mustofi would appear to me to bo peculiarly well suited 
to the post of Minister of tho Court. ‘This is-a post for which it is necessary to find a 
really reliable man, soeing that the Regent has openly announced his intontion to 
yelurn to Enropo immediately after tho Coronation, thus leaving the newly crowned 
Soveroign to shift for himself, 

Arfa-ed-Dowleh also spoke to me about a matter that is at ‘present engaging the 
attention of tho Cabinet, namely, tho transfer of tho gendarmerie from tha Homo to tho 
War Department, and the increase of tho forces by 1,800:men, ‘The Princo asked my 
advice upon the subject, pointy ‘out that, asa rulo, in countries where such a foreo 
exists, it'is genorally under the Homo Office, as is cloar was the original idea here, 
since that has been the Pare up to the present, and all the Swodish officors onyagod 
havo, under the terms of their contracts, been placed directly under the Minister of the 
Tat ‘Tho idea in making the chango which ie now propoked is 16 keop up tha 
semblance of War Office, sinco it in considered that such a Dopartmiont j8 essential 
to, the. dignity of an independent State, without creating the small army, of which 
thore has been some talk: from time to. timp, the formation of which, itis felt, world 
ive ris0 to difficulties about tho nationality of tho foroign officera who’ should organisa 
it, The Swedes have done, and are doing sovwall, that much reluctance is felt to, the 
idea of applying to any other country for instrtctors. At the same time, various 
tontativo enquiries have elicited the certainty that Russia would not view with, favour 
the engagement of more Swedish officers for an. army, however «mall, Under there 
circumstanices, tho present intention of the Porsiun Government would Appear’ to be 
to increase tho numbers of the gendarmerie, and to kuep a mobile {oro of same 2,000 
2 3,000 men permanently at Tehran, ready for aay emergency. 'Thia plan commends 
itself, both becauso it would entail less exponiaw than the establishment of a noi" 
military force, and because it yonld ayoid all danger of possible friction ‘between 
foreign officers of different abonalll in command of distinct military units. ‘Tho 
increase of the gendarmerio has been decided, and have beon réquestnd to obtain tho 
spproval of His Majesty's Government to. tho’ engagement of five additional Swedish 
officers. I am strongly of opinion that the method suggested ia auch the moat 
suitable under existing ciroumatances, more éspooially as the Swedes have proved tlt, 
in-spito of many difficultios and’ contrary to. general anticipation, thy. are capable of 
(bing with tho situation, and have done much towards restoring order in the country, 
Linch hope that there will he no opposition om the part of Wossin to tho furthoe 
development of the force, but I fear that the ‘proposal will not be received with 
enthusiasm at St. Petersburgh. 

Thaye, do. 


WALTER TOWNLE: 
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[5875] No, 82. 
Sir W. Toiontey to Sir Bdicard Grey.—(Received February 9.) 


(No. 28. ‘Very Confidential) 
Sir, Tehran, January 21, 1914. 

1 HAVE tho honour to stat, with soforence to root telegraphic correspondence 
uupon tiie subject of the state of Luristim, which has caused'a delay in the survey of 
the proposed rilny from Shorematad to Mohammera, that the gonrsl ecmmanding 
the goidurmerio is ‘preparing an expedition of about 1,200 men, under six Swedi 

it is intended ‘shall reach Burajird ubout the 10th March next. ‘This 

equipped with machine guns and a mouritain battery, and will certainly 

he tho most thoroughly drilled and best furnished foree that has ever heen sent against 
the lurs, ‘The general is keoping the destination and date of departure of the force 
en from his own officers, and it ig not stated in the general orders under 
‘oimposition of the force is arranged where it is to operate. Ho has also 

nforined the Persian Government of his intentions, although he is pressed almost 
daily to send an expedition against the Lairs, because he is anxious to deal a sudden 
ad fetiv blow a the robber tebe, and feel confident that, mere bo to conde his 
1 news of his 


othor way of restoring onlor thin by teaching the tribesmen a lesson by means of the 
endarnierio, and as: there are other important British interests to. bo holped in the 
district whure tho mesures ate to be taken, it would seem to me highly desirable that 
they should bo‘carried out. “If it is not done, we have no reason to suppose that there 
Will Le any real improvement in Luristan, or that the survey work ean be carried out ; 
‘whoreas, if the operations are succesfully completed, wo should have good reason to 
ope that twill by possible to finish th work ofthe tarvey satisfactorily at an ulterior 
ato, 

Whon he lias done what has tp be done in the Burnjird. district, it is General 
‘Hjaluarson's prosont intention to leave a eulliciontly large force at Burnjird and 
Khioremabid t0 secure the maintenanes of order, and to send x part of his’ men. to 
Kermianshah to take oyer the rail botween that place and tho 'Turco-Persian frontivr, 
6 which robberies and osnct don at the present inoment one scale that 

o shade even in its 


nt officers of the Intier force, who ure with very zeason 
lous of tho sucvesdos of the gendarmerie under their Swedish instructors, 
ig every nerve to collect w force that will be cupable of doing work that 
properly belbiigs to. the gendarmerie, bat which, for political reasons, tho Russians do 
Hot wish to soe fall into the hands of the: Swedes, who srs so much ‘more. truly than 
thomselyes a genuino Persiai foree with no ort of political axe to grind, "The Persian 
Govemumant aro fully alive to the importance of the gendarmerie taking over this 
particular road in their name, and thus establishing true Persian force right up to the 
fronti¢t, which will not only serve to keep ordex, but will $60 that disorder will not be 
fomouted by intervsted persons who might well foster sn unsettled condition of affairs 
in a istrict into which Russia might ono day feel Hotself constrained ta send troops 
in order to protect foreign trate interosts, Unfortunately, tho state of the road is 30 
bad, hunks in to small measure to tho wilfil maladministration of Farman Farms, 
‘hat it hus bovin found impossible to turn a deaf ear to thie demand of the Goveruor= 
Genoral for Cossacks, if'no gondirmes ere available, Bad luck ox a well-timed appeal 
on the part of Farman Parma will thus result in the Cossacks golting first on to a road 
which it is most essential sligald remain in genuine Persfan hands, 
‘Mhe Cossacks are by no means well suited to the work-which will! have to be 


a 


Performed, and their past record is not one that inspires much confidence that 
will doit sucessstully, so thot itis yor possible that the gendarme way have wo Po 
gelled in to completo the task. It is to be hoped that such will prove the case, because, 
ae) ‘icssasfl at Kermani, i wall be hard for the Persian 
overnment 0 refuse wht is sure to follow, namely, a roquost for tho permanent 
establishment of a Cossack post of some hundreda of men at Kermanshah, which is, 
itis tras, in the Russian sphere, but on a road that is of great importance to British 
nd Furkish tate, and which will become of even greater importance wlen the 
Ktoremabed lino is made. ‘Tho Regent bas on several occasions ‘pointed out to m9. 


how undesirable it would be to see a semi-Russian military: forco established ot 
‘a proposal with all his might 


eee 
‘ALTER 'TOWNLEY, 


Kermonshsh, and has told mo that he would resist such 





(6756) No, 83. 


gay, PE Mate to Sir Raweard Orey.—(Recaiel Hebruary 9.) 
0, 04) 
ir, Constantinople, eb i 19) 

T HAVE) Co Honour ee seems heals Mater ey he Briti 
commissionor on the ‘urco-Persian Bronti ission, supiyeati it 
for a fresh map of the Shatt-el-Arab from its month toil ae fee ial 

+ Thave, &o, 
LOUIS MALLET, 
——————————— 
Enclosure in No, 83, 
Mr. Wratislaw to Sir Ta Mallet, 


Mohammorah, January 9, 1 
Md by Lieutonant-Colonel 0, 


it 
ean 


paring fresh map, bused on the one 
Wiltos acd otiacog taithe Constantine ae 

Th say opinion, whic Colsnal Won se 

fn. my opinion, which Calor dor ohates, it is essential that 
sliould be attiched ta the protons deseribing the frontier whina the Tanto Map ie 
proved to be inaccurate, but that the commissioners are ales bound under dhe 
Anstructious to make tha frontier Iino on tha Tdentie Map, with ancl acausaoy: ge ie 
Possible, and T propose to advooate thee methods whon the eommniason, moete, 

‘The longitude as given in the Tdentio Map has been found t0 be alu 2 sills 
aes ‘in this region, but Colonel Ryder tells me that he hopes this error may gradu 


a3 we move northwards to. igs 
Leae wee mare 2 Pars whore the first commission worked under 
Thayo, & 


ACG, Wammstaw. 





(5786) No. 84. 
ay Bir G. Buchanan to Sir Bitard Grey.—(Received February 9,) 
fo. 
g St, Petersburgh, Rebrudry 3, 1014, 


"IN imy telegram No, 23 of the 20th of last amonth reported at length the 
conversation which Thad on that day with M. Zveguintsef, o leading member of the 
[iss7] U 





7a 


Russian group, on the subject of ‘the ‘Trans-Peraian Railway aud of the Kerman 
snining concession. Thad not at that time received the confidential print with the 
India Office letter of the 12th December, and with your reply of the 20th of that 
month, so I was not aware that it was Lord Grewo's wish that His Majesty's 
Government should definitely state that they would in any case be unablo to entertain 
tho idea of an alignment debouching to the east of Bunder Abbas. Accordingly, 
when M. Zveguintael gavo mie to understand that the whole ‘Urans-Persian Railway 
scheme which was to have cemonted Anglo-Russian co-operation ia Persia was about 
to break down in consequence of our attitudo on the subject of the termiual port, I 
reminded him’ that, in tho communication which Thad been instructed to: make to 
tho Russian Government. on the subject, His: Majesty's Goveramont hed stated that 
they! did ot ‘avish to prejudge the work of the survey party, and. thot I was 
consequently under the impression that although an alignment terminating at a Tae 
east of Bunder Abbas: would, iu their opinion, be undesirable, the question would be 
Jefe sn opon one until the report of the Commission of Investigation had been received. 
M, Aveguintset replied that, if this proved to be the case, the Russian group would 
‘greo t0 tho request for'tho option being made on the lines originally sugecsted, 
namely, for a railway traversing Persia from north-west to sonth-cast, without 
indicating precisely its actual aligumont. In reply to a quostion which I subsequently 
auddraosed fo hit, M. Zyoguinisr said that shoud the Comission of Taveal gst 
Pronounce in favour of Chahbar a» the terminal port, aud should we yeto this 
xecommendation, this fact would not necossarily: prove fatal to the railway echeme: 
Wo might. then, he suggested, propose that, instead of beginning the work of 
leonstruction at bth onds, bulding operations should commence the north and should 
Droceod gradually southwards tll the rollway reached Yeed, while the question of its 
further extension in tho direction of Tndia would be left ‘an open one. What ho 
wanted to avoid wwas the broakdown of this groat Anglo-Russian enterprise. During 
the years that) must, intervene beforo tho railway xrached Yerd, Indian public opinion 
might viow direct, communication with Europe in a more favourable light; buvif, om 
‘tho ‘other hand, His Majesty’s Government were now to declare that under’ io 
‘clrounistances would they consent to an alignment dobouching, to the east of Bunder 
Abbas, there would hardly be any uso in’ presenting, the roquest for an option, or in 
tending a Commission of Investigation to survey the future alignment. 

Tn tho counie of our conversation M. Zvoguintaof told mo that he believed that 
tho aligaient most favoured by the Russian group would be one passing to tho 
south-west of Korman, without touching that town, ys-it was said that there wore 
fowor nntural difficulties to be overcome along thi route than on any other one. 

As, regarded the Kerman mining concession, M. Zvesuintsef admitted that 
the Société d'Etude must respeot existing vested rights. ‘Tho Russian group did not 
wish to participate inthe concoasion, as this would involve their participation in the 
aadvanco of 100,000),, which tho syndicate was to make to the Persian Government, and 
thoy hind no intontion of astisting that Governmont finanoially until they had obtained 
tho option for the railway. It was. not go much becanse they wanted to obtain tho 
mining rights themselves, that he Russian group were opposed to tho concession, but 
bocauso thoy foarad that, if the syndieaty obtained it, the latter would be im a position 
to block the railway, should the aligninént eventually agrood on pass through any 
Portion of the concession.\ T told M. Zvesuintset that we could not allove the question 
‘of tho concession to be hung up indefinitely, and that, with your assistance, the 
Russian group ought not to find it difficult to come to terms with the syndicate, "The 
objection which he had mentioned to their participation in the concession might, I 
thought, bo got over by au arrangemont under which the advance of 100,000L that the 
syndicate were to make on obtaining the concession shoud not be actually paid ull 
the Sooigtd d'Etudes had also obtained the option for tho railway- If, on the otlior 
hind, the Russian group did not wish to participate in the concession, they might 
induce tho syndicate formally to quaranteo tho granting of the necessary facilities for 
the passnge and working of the railway, should it pass through any part of thoir 
conctgsion 

M, Zvoguintaef ead that he would discuss these guestions with the other members 
of tho Russian group. 

Thave, &e. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 
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16016) Nos 85. 


‘afocaty Sir @. Buchanan to Sin Haward Grey.—(Reeoived February 9) 
(olegraphic.) Tt. 
TE tel 


lnrgo (teatment for dfabotes, 
only persons whom hie save at St, Pot 
Russian. secretary 


Teactionaties, He added that ex-Shah is too broker 
return to Parsia, 


SS ————— 
(6536) No, 86. 


ais Sit Bdward Grey to Sir W, Townley. 
‘elographic, Forel F 
Yet ny telegram Neat of Oth Fobraa Kaen re ae oe 
© you explained to Persian Minister for Foreij Affai i ijosty' 
Government are in n0 senso lakowarm in the matter, to which they atch ome toes 


Else t per T much hope to send yon definite instructions to press the question 


ly. 
(Repeated to St, Petersburgh, No, 73.) 





(6320) No. 87, 
ae 4g) 57 Ws Povey to Sir Mawar Groy.—(Recoivad February 11,) 
Telegraphic.) R, 

nae Snnyiy Lehran, Pebruary UW, 1914, 
Minister for Forcign Affairs informs mo’ that 


arrange 
Persian Go 


tasteful to Py 
ye replied that Lem sure you sould regret, 10 seo: this question create ill: 
fooling botweon Persia und Turkey, but hnve ‘expressed Hopo that inst opportunity will 


(Addressed to Forsign Office; ropeated to Bushire)) 


ee 
(6186) 


No, 88, 
Qe 48) Sir Baward Grey to Sir. G: Buchanan. 


ti uate. oe in Ofle Rebriary 11,3014, 
THE i co thi 


ML. Lrof, Chef do Ch iat beet 
ident of the Russian Banque dk, in ea 


ml he 
wow inform epartinent that hi 
satisfactory, that the importation of silver 


ial 
al agreement arrived at for'a period of seven years, 


Tam, &o, 
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[4938] No, 89. 
Foreign Office to Persian Railways Syndicate, 


Six, Foreign Office, February U1, 1914, 

I AM direoted by Secretary Sir Edward Grey to acknowledge the receipt of your 
Titer of the 2nd instant regarding the Moliammorah-Khoromabad railiyay survey. 

You sizwest that Captain Wilson should he alloired to carry out bis proposal to 
conduct « hurried survey party from Khoremabad to Diaful in the autumn. 

Sir E, Grey feels that there can be no guarantee that. such 2 journey would be 
iiccossful, nor would it harmonise with the present idea of en efficient Governor 
eadhly establishing ordor ia Luristan—a, policy advocated in fact by Me. aclnen in 
Rip eter dated tho 22nd Januory, of whi, you wore so good a8 to communicate 
copy to this Department on the (th instant. Moreover, the ngreements already nade by 
Captain Wilgon swith the Lur tribes would very possibly not he respected by the latter 
after such « lapse of time, Insems to Sir E. Grey inadvisable to purse two lines of 
‘ction at tho same time, and he considers that. the Dizful-Khoremabad section had 
Dotter be Jeft untoushied until ordor shall ave heen restored by a Persian Governor. 


As rogarda the recovery of your expenses, Sir E; Groy must reserva any decision 
jpnding the recoipt of tho statement of dotails xeforzed to in the last paragraph of youn 
otter, 

‘Dhe substance of your Totter hus bean communicated hy telegram to His Majesty's 
Minidtor at Tehran, who will bein a position, whon your syndicate’s agent sooks his 
Support, to urge the Ministor for Roroign Affaira officially to grant an uxtension of 
time anid to ostablish order in Lurist 

Sir W. Pownloy has also boon authorised to sound his Exoollency as to tho railway 
being troated aso Stato undertaking, 

Tam, &e, 


EYRE A. CROWE, 





(6405) No. 90, 
Bir W. Townley to Sir Hdsward Grey.— (Received February 12.) 


(No, 46, Confidential.) 
(Melegeaphic.) Tehran, February 12, 1914, 

YOUR telegram No, 82 OF 7th February, 

Appointment of, Saifed-Dowleh hasbeen. stopped, Four hundred gondarmos 
under a Swodish officer with two Maxims are leaving for Burujint vit Kum and 
Sultamabsd on 1th February. Private advices from Burujird state tit there arg now 
Hol moro than 200 Lars ia neighbourhood of the town undér threo important chief. 





ra 
[6722] No. 91. 
6 ay Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 


Telegraphic.) Foreign Office, Pebruary 12) 1914. 
S “YOUR alegram No:40'of 7th Febrany: ‘Tone Pore Railay. dnd ‘Keren. 


Position taken up. by 
expressed readiness t pmeamaeaig 


in, Mr Greenvay, prostinies that: 
peseat " offer of one-third hare in neutral ‘phot to 


(Geasdental) 

> Greenway was told that 20 kilom, on each side migh| , 
ofased at the moment to, consider any. ineroase of tle mee’ wee post sist ie 
mught eventually. extend this limit ifn othorvigo. entiatucloty a bra 
Feached, since a considerably wider zone would not affect, tho area'which the syndicate 


lieve to contain beat r i le 

oft ma ang Lae - ‘, other: eae his present: offer includes ano 
any cl uni teal he iin nthe an 
su att ate, tri in lh ae hve a a 
rt AR Os 

‘9 negotiations will bo entoriained ; it in maily dno to ean? of piemn vans 





(6666) No. 92, 
Sir. Buchanan ta Sir Bihoard Grey— (Rsscivad Pebruary 18) 


fo, BL) 
oogretic) St: Peer p 
Four telogram No, 82 of 29th Fobiitixy: Theron Ratna ae 


Mining Concession, in 


eee 


(6701) No. 93. 


Consul General Lorimer to Six Hilsard Oroy.— (Received Pabruory 14) 
Qo. % Confidential) 


WITH reference to Sir P: 
28th September, 1913, and th 


eigiewertieay 

14, Commercial, dated the 
werein anclosed ou. the eubject af (ie 
fspahan road and the need in British 
have the hononrtasabmita momorandum 


whieh f 
ic hil comments on of regulations by th 


reportei! in my despatch No. 2 
[1687] 
































Tt is boliaved that the obnoxious regulations which Me. Chick found in force 
have now been withdrawn, but a careful watch will be kept upon the matter by this 
consulate-general, 

Thave, &e. 


J. G. LORIMER, 10s, 
British Resident in the Persias: Gulf, and 
His Majeaty’s Coneul-General’ for 
Fara, do. 


Enclosure in No. 93, 





Memorandum, 


DURING my'recent short journey the route followed took me seross_ and over 
‘sections of the caravan road between Daliki and Bushire, ‘and the following observations 
regarding tho state of the road, and of the present policing arrangements. may be of 
Intorost ; 

T noticed io change, excopt. for some half-dozen gendarmerie posts in front of 
villages along tho road, in tho outward appearance of the road from that seen ow. the 
amiany previous occasions when I had travelled over this Ba of the route. As has 
bee often stated, caravans have for many years moved might and day without feat of 
tobbery between Bushiro and Daliki; and blickmail ("*rahdari") was levied in unobtrasive: 
fashion at tho stago ‘caravangerais, and ‘at four or five villages en route. Gendarme. 
fant the people of Dashtiotan arama to\bo getting along tagethes vers woll nea 
respoueipiliden of the former are here light. 

‘The tendeney now is for this part of tho road to bo overeregulated. f 

+, On the 7th instant our destination was the village of Qarawal Khaneh, near which 
‘wo had two days' work todo. We struck into the caravan road coming from Tsngistan, 
and after nightfall left the road aj to camp at the village, whore Twas known.” The 
subordinate officer of gendarmerie in command of the post on the road at some distance 
from the village (Mirza Ali Akbar Hamadani) gave me cause for considorable annoy- 
‘neo fit of al by claiming thet we might not halt for the night elsewhere than nt hie 
post (avhich was far away, for fodder, ful, and aupplis), and trying to stop ove melas 
Ho said that his orders wer definite, travellers and caravans could halt nowhere else 
but alongside his post. Even when he know my status and I had told him that I 
ime there with di Knowledge of the Governor of Dashtistan, was travelling in the 
istrict of my official jurisdiction, not along the main route; but wherever L liked across 
tho cuntry sido, an had donn many tigen beterg eer atiout his 
powers and demanded, if T stayed at the village, a lotter taking. all. responsibility on. 
toysolf, which I did not give him. As he continued to worry mo after Ty tent was 
Pitched I had to point out to him that T understood his duty was confined to the road, 
Whessta I vas of tho rosy in tho diauio of tg ek eee village 
Aadkhuda and the Khan of Buragjan district, the responsible Persian official, were 
responsible for guarding myself and caravan at night, if neces 

A fecond instance came to. ty notice on returning to Bi t 2 rat. at the 
Yillago of Chogacaky, 10 miléa from, Bushire, from which it ts only seonrated by the 
‘swamp, ® Caravan. reuching the post at the village, 18 1 passed by, was halted by 
endlarmes beeauno thay suid it wan aftor hours for tk to procood: Probably for, We, 
treason I found the rest of the road on to Bn ire deserted, 

Now the road across the Bushire Mashileh is as safe as walking down Pall Mall ; 
donkey, mule, and camel caravans have necessarily to come in from all directions 
radiating from the carayan toad, eg. Gurk, Dilwar, " Changi, Abad Samal, 
Chatiintal, ‘a, and owing’ to climate’ reasons for tho greater et oe ths year 
travelling between Bushire and Daliki is insufferably hot, except at night, Caravans 
must have absolute freedom of movement over this stretch, and even in the ‘most 
troublous times in the interior of Persia thoy have not been accustomed to be escorted 
dy tufimgohis, 

‘The two instances quoted in my personable experieneo serve to show that-— 


singe feuldariea on the coast plain sro inclined, perhaps because they como from 
upomutsy distusbod distrety to soon stroteh unsafe also, which itis not, and. 
to place traffic on it under a Kind of martial law. 

Foun inulstoera complain with reason, that their exponsos—rates of lira which. 
‘merchants have to poy for forwarding —aro being increased when the Journey to and 



































‘al-Abgineh. ‘Thi 





November: 


anary (int 





telegraphio advices 


forwardings during 
His: Majesty's 











left to them. 
altercation at Ahm, 


officers, 


quarrel 


from Shiraz is inoreaied: by’ ane; two, even thtee days: earaviinis ‘are compelled by 
sidarmes to halt at intermediate posts between the stants, ay. at, Chogadak, Jattarjis, 


year, at famine prices owing to 
Posts are fur away from villages where supplies can be had in quantity, 


there has been a eerious decrease of trans; port animals coming to and leaving Bushira 


for the past 24 months, i.c., sizico the gendarmerie took over charge as compared arith 
summer months, and remarkably low figures compared with th 


Tt will be seen that traffic is war far below normal, and this coupled with 
in, 


Kopel agent reports traffic’ so far “Kept. up. though with diene wa to 
soarcity of food and its very high prices, ior BM 


gud all trade from te Gulf, ns the wintor should’ Ue. the moot active season. for 


getting, more animal transport ou tho roa 


1 learn from the goung-Khan of Chalikutah, who roaides, at Alitmadi, hoy much 
hhe-and bis family appreviated the friondly attitude of Mion Uggla (who hind been his 
guest while:there), and hi 


with the district chiefs, and only demanded that the guarding of the road should be 


On’ tho other hand, the Persian officers are inclined to bluster and thresten the 
khans ‘and local People withont authority from tho Swedish flicors, 
i 


enquiry thore that o certain Abu Talib Khan had represented to the young klan that, 
he had equines: an chest by inteceding on his behalf, when his Swedish 
n to azo 


rifles and 300,000 ‘cartridges which wore reported to. ‘be conceal: 
undoubtedly a. fabrication, and without Bator Uggla’s authority. 
(Ou nother covasion’ the Khun had lind to: warn the eo’ offcer against the 
gendarmes proffering the vile abuse, which ‘vp-country Persians use and stomaah ‘easily, 
‘Agaiust the mothors aud fathors-on the Igeal people, who like al 
sel inst iw bad, 
as regards Ahmadi, the hospitality of tho khans to Duro} pean travellers, whom 
often enteriain,, especially, those connéoted with the 
Biiidatewe enlightenment, make them the Jast persons with whom tho. gendarmerie 


a my eed gidarmarie (Hicar naked leave to call: on me while I was staying 
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Particularly hard on. molbtesrs when Fodder rates ary ag (hig 


if scarcity, and these intormedints genvlarinorie 












anything to do with it, 
ity of fodder, te fot remains that 















iose in L012, vin, 3 











Wis A ae ag, 





from Topahan regarding the Ahwas. sond (200k Jaiayy, 101d) 






takes the situation vory:mnonsy for Dittish 





the year, 
Goverriment have ready boon informed of tho urgent ngod of 





























us Assurances that the gendarmerie did not wish to interfero 









° Rumours of an 
Hud ‘disturbed the Governor of Bushivo, and i appear on mp 








ie towor of his porsonal dwelling, and take ‘away 300 
in th khan's houiso— 

















lashtistanis wipa out 







siileney, and thoi 









mut Lregret to say was too drunk to talk or behave ji @ seomly 
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fughion. It is unfortunate that drinking, which is looked upon with aversion in 
Dashtistan, is common among these Persian officers, ‘ 5 
Morchants and muleteors have also frequently to complain of mules carrying Toads 


and wader contract ta merchants being forcibly commandeered by Persian gendarmerie 
officers to estry their own supplies I heard this at Burazjan, and on the 2lat January 
Messrs. Dixon and Co, reported that the mules bringing forty Toads of gum for theo 
bad boon talcen by the gendarmerie at Burazjan, aud tho loads had to be sent in on 
hina. In this connection i€ my be etited that the number of mules required by 
tie gendarmes ia the neighbourhood of Bushire oppeats at pietent to exceed per 
niensem a large proportion of the 900 and 1,500 recently available for all goods and 


travellers at the port. 
3 HL. G. CHICK, 
Commercial Adviser to the Political Resident 
and His Majesty's Vice-Consul, Bushire, 
January 21, 1914. 





(6896) No, 94, 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Ldward Grey.—(Received February 16.) 


(No. 20. Secret.) 

ir, Levan, February 4, 1914. 
MY telegrams Nos, 9) and 10 of the 11th January dealt. with the questions of 

continuing the Mohammorah-Khoremabad Railway survey under existing conditions 

and of the proparations being made by: the general commanding the gendarmerio for 

restoring onder in tho Burujird district, I cont in the above-quoted 

telngramis with a gouawhar,f 

crite a inistundoratan 

not endeavour to enter 


Out a more sweepin, 
Morover, it is 
liable enough as a 

via 
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ireo-Petsinn frontier? The sitmition updn that road’ has been intolerable: for uote 
time past, Representations repeatedly: mats. to the Persian Government upon. the 
Subject of the manner in which tho Governor General, Prince Farman arma, hot oily 
makes smull effort to, keap onder, but allows, his owit aon to. distingiah, thomelven 
‘ihoug the worst of tie pilferers, have had but litle effect, It io commonly slated by 
those who are in 1 position to know the trao fagta of the ease that the Prag could 

easily restore order wore he minded to do 60. 
nder such conditions one is constrained to seek eomo reason. why Farman Fatman 
remains unputished, although ho persistently refuses to obay the orders. sent Wim. A 
remark Jet drop by the Russisn Chargé d’Affaires, to a would-be antecessor 15 the 
Governor-General, to tho effect that the Russian Government will nevar consent to the 
peal of Farman Farms from Kermanshali, gives a clue:to the cause of tho boldness 
with which the Prince porsistently refuses 10 obey his Government's otders, -Uniler 
the clroumbtauoes one is, perhnps, justified in secking to underatand why the. Russian 
Govornmelt supports nn offisial whose only lain to their gratitude ia tate roa tana 
disorder instead of re-establishing ordér, when itia generally tecogaised that, lio could 
be fosee that be haa at Ns 


rita well do the latter if he chopo, with the very considerabl 


Ha bucking ote song personal inuonce the poses in the dite 

Ono in teuctanty fore! to tho conclusion that. the Tessian Government dace tt 
Aoaire to eo order re-ntablished, eithor becauso itis in the interest ot Teapsieg teak 
that a valuable road into Persia should be blocked for’ British commerce, or becaui » 
08 has been itera by Mr, Smart in recent; despatches from Tabriz, Rusain has 
ulterior political object in wishing to seo « etato of anarehy matauaned ia 
into which she nay: wish to penetrate later on, Some ealout i given ip ah 

ition by tho Tact that AhujaredsDowloh, the Teeuwen (EiRpe see a 
RaransshUenenlne Aha ee Tooently stiggested to, the Persian Government 
{hat the provinco of Kurdistan should bo inlinded tb jusadioton, thus opettnis & 
iui pat for Russian penortin to Kerman Mt oagnen nplage by he 

gent and,certain members of the Government to soe.a gendarmerie detachment 
setablisied at Kerizanhah show tha dey: would sleep moro hpply if they Mew gt 
1 strong Persian foros lay aorons tho Russian path to the south, Nirough a diotsit tat 
ay at any momeut Lond itself to an excuse for foreign iatenvealion ee teen oe 
Aivorred stata a stato for which Russia may justly bo held rospossble 1 Toke 
as she persista in her support of the wilful fomentor of the disorders, 

Moreover, yore a free of gendarines tobe otablshe at Kermani theo woul 
be tal Iesidangerof Salar Dovleh carrying out ia thredt to atura to Best neat 
spring tan would be the case were the Prines to ba only apposed by 8 Comsaek toro 
Yhotn Gdelity is as much open to suspicion an iss capability of dolug anyttsag” spa 
to doubt. 

Although Dhave fol it my duty to ly tho aituation before you, Bir, aa\T see it 
rou most reepectfully venture to suggest that no goed purpom would be. kegel bp 

ing a communication to tho Teusian Goverament for the present, ar all events 
Either, as Usiuoerely hope, my suspicions! will be. proved unfounded: pe: show oe 
Russian Government really harbour such designs a9 have boon midi to ig 
‘communication upon the subject would but ‘servo to incite the responsible auth ition to 
take still moro aetive stops to forewall tho proposed moveinont of die tendornece 
is clear from recent despatches received from. iis Majesty's consul at Kermanshah that 
she Cossacks do.not man to bo left fn tho turch ff thoy cau hap it, There are 1 
‘men now, at Hamadan-aud about 100 more at Kermansbah witha Rusaien eolacel. io 
command. Farin Faria wishes 19 make uso of thesa inet on tho hanikre sou, 
but they aro not suited to such work, anil ste probably too few in numbers to. porfori 
it, Sui Jong as they rosinin at Kermansiah it wll be kord ton dhe seas to 
a0 thee unless it is clearly undersiood tht dhe Comaska yl retain to sown, tas 
the geudarmes go on the road. 

snd common ows is desc one days ago, Ba dad paige 
its completion uni hatha som exchange af viows with M Noronavsta te segs 
arrived Russian Minister, upon tho subject have not yt found an ceed tor ta 
exhaustive conversation wih hin, but inviow of the necept of the enclosed. despatth 
from Bis Majesty's vies-consul at Hamsilam, showing the intorest taken in the sate dt 
tho Kermmanshali-Shanikin road by British fran, and for ollie seasons which 
appear, I havo deat i svnablo to take advastag of tu opportunity Which fee to 
subunit my observations to you, Sir. Mr. Cowan's aspateh spetks for isc, aa 
Toquirs no commest, whilst thero appetra no aeswapty to Hanami ihe mupapenae 
extracts it contains. 

(1667) y 
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‘The new developmients of the situation arise from the 







the approval of Hie Majesty's Government. It will not 
Ain's 
at Kermanshaly, but the relations between Ain-ed-Dowleh 






Dowleh may prove an eficient Governor with the support 





fact that tho proposed Governor-General hag by no means 


not enjoy « very good reputation, Ain-otl-Dowleh appears 









available recourse will have to be had to Cossacks, 
‘This bringa us to the serious side of the question. Ai 







their being sent in on imporfect state of preparation, 
who 38 not very favourably disposed towards. the 


Tf 













Thave seen Genoral Hjslmareon, who promises to send thi 
after a.convorsition with the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
Dowleh to await the arrival of Nizam-os-Sultaneb, who hi 








to be any immediate hury, as ti ulikly hat endo a 
for tho survey to proceed this spring, Vosauk-ed-Dowk 
viow. 











Enclosure in No. 94. 


Vice-Consul Cowan to Sir W. Tous 


iy 3) 
ir, Hay 
WITH reference to my despatch No. 4 of the 18th 






‘Manchester Guardian” of the 7th January dealing with 







visit by Mr, Heskel Pores, a E 


Hates Hts aiovued a at he bay fen about the stat 





in them without strong protest: Mfr. Pereas ia reputed 
that his statements are t6 be relied on. 
* Not printed. 


be able to secure tho free passage of the railway survey part 
Khoremabad in's very short time after ho has taken up hi chica 
wishes him to start for his post at once, but saya that there would be no uso in his 
doing so unless he can be accompanied by 300 gondarmes. Should they stot be 





fact that it is reported that 


Farman Farma has, under definite instructions from here, as stated in my telegram 
No, 82 of to-day's date, decided to. send am expedition to restore order on the road, 
and that Ain-ed-Dowwleh has made up his mind that there is no use waiting any longer 
for Nizani-eoSultanch, whose present whereabouts aro undiseoverable, and las 
appointed his own brother, Haji Saif-ed-Dowleh, Governor-General of Luristan, with 
Burujird and Arabistan, ‘This has been dono with the full appraval of the Regent 
and after consulting me as to whether such an appointment was likely to meet with 


have been forgotten that the 


rother incurred our displeasure some years ago in connection with an incident 


and this legation were very 


different at that time, and other ciroumstanees have changed. For this reason, and 
because the Minister of the Interior has shown himself consistently well-disposed to 
uis since)ho has becn in office, it did not appear to me advisable to oppose the appoint 
ment in question, Moreover, there would seem to be reason to hope that Saifed- 


of his brother. He ix well 


Acquainted with the district, in which hs enjoys considerable influence. Despite the 


fa brilliant record, and does 
to be confident that he will 
from Dizful to 

‘His Highness 








8 you dre aware, Sir, w large 


‘gendarmerie expedition is being prepared for despatch to Buryjitd, but tho general 
commanding saya that their instruction isnot yet complete, and’ much deprecates 


they ore not sent the Ain, 


edes, mnay see in the goneral’s 
Fofusal to moot his) wishes an intention to slight him, and may not unlikely have, 
Teoouree to the Cossacks, who would probably jump at the chance of gotting first to 
Burvjitd, If they do v0 it will put an ond to the proposed gendarmerie expedition, 
‘5, om account of tho quostion of command, and in consequcuce of the rivalry which 
exists botwoon tho tio carpa, it would be alniost impossibl 


le for the two to,co-operate, 
ie 800 men if possible, but, 
1 propose to\advino Ain-ed- 
as already left Marseilles, oF 


at least to wait a little longer before sending his brother, so that the gendarmes may 
havo time to make all their preparations in comfort. ‘Thore would not appear to me 


in be re-established in time 
leh entirely concurs in this 


Thave, &e.- 


WALTER TOWNLEY, 





ley. 


maden, January 27, 1914. 
December, 1913, Uhaye the 


honour to enclose herewith copies of an article and a leading utticle from the 


the question of the: 


Toad. Shortly after the receipt of the paper containing theso articles I was paid a 
es Hagdad merotant hore who roprosuta woven Manchester 


te of the road to some of his 


rincipals, and Lhave reason to believe that his example has been followed by other 
Bhogal iorchants hor. I i, berotace, evident that the Manchester See ate now 
fal ware of the obstacles in the way of their trade, and are not disposed to acquiesce 


to bea keen business man, 


and Ihave had personal experience of his honesty and straight dealing, and consider 









88) 


jer ap etrds the articles. themselves T am, upon the whole, in-ditire, aurcement 
‘with them, oxceps with the suggestion that His Majesty's Goveramont should demaart 
that: Russia sould ‘cease encouragivig Iawlessness. on the ond. Such a pineal to 
jnsnifestly impossible, as thera is no direot evidence that. such encouragement has 
Hen ginen,althoush it would be hard to convins public opinion hou that it has not 
boon and is not still being given. But 1am more strongly convinced thin ever of the 
necessity of immediately extending the work of the geudarierio along the Kermanchah. 
Kasr-tShirin section of the road. When Iwas in Kazvin recently T diseased this 
question with Majors Karlberg and Thorell, and found that the former capecialy. was 
traeggeement with mo in principle, “Both e ane Major Thorell, however wore afraid 
that the gendarmerie would neyer be allowed to polies the road from Kermavahah to 
the frontier owing to Russian opposition. ‘This opposition woul take tho form of 
Cossack brigade nt Kermanshah. I havo occasionally. in my diaries mentioued the 
Prevailing Yeport that euch brigade was about to be formed. Thave now tie honour 
to enquire whother there is any foundation for it? In my-opitiion the formation of 
‘such a brigade in this district would bo snost deplorable, and would realise. the worst 
{oars of the two Swedish officers mentioned. Now that the pay of tha Cossacks: live 
been raised to the samo standard as tho pay. of the gondarmerie, recruiting in the 
Weatern provinee for a Cossack hrigade would seriously. projudieo’ recruiting for to 
encdarweri, a8 the lax disciplino ot the Cossacks and the ‘quasicHtussian.proteticn 
Which they enjoy would! be more attractivs to most Porsiane thin tho heed veck sod 
strict discipline of the gendarmerio. Nevertheless, the existence of such 4 foros at 
Kermanshah would furnish the Russian Government with an excuse for objecting 10 
the eatablishiment of a force of gondarmerie in that neighbourhood, on the ground thee 
the Cossacks could do all that is necessary to: rostore ordor, in, spite of the fact that 
the existing Cossack brigades have hitherto comsiatontly refused to do regular. polies 
work: and havo nover dono anything to justify their existenco as.a military forces 

. 2 have just recuived the information that, owing to tho measures taken by 
Majesty's Legation, Faroan Farnis bias been at Jast compelled to act in tho matter of 
extortions by the road guards, and’ that, in consequence, caravan chiatigos between 
KasriShirin and Kermanshah’ have fallen considerably,” ‘This is satistactory ¥¢ ft 
‘continues, but in order to secure any permanence it is nocoseary that the roud should. 
bo patrolled by the gendarmerie, and that tho task of Keoping ordor on it should bo 
entrusted solely to them, 

Ihave, &e. ‘ 


N. PATRICK GOWAN, 























(6896) ~ No. 95, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey,—(Receivad February 105) 


No. 30. Very Confidential.) 
ir, Delran, Rebruary 5, 1914, 
ALLUSION ‘hias becn mado in my precoding despatch upon the aitwation ‘ab 
Burudjird to tho rivalry tht exinte between the Cowmok brigade and the gendarmerie 
under their Swedish instructors. ‘The question is, unfortunately, a much mors serious 
gue than & mere matter of emalation between two rival eorps under forsiga officers in 
the service of Persia, ‘There ave strong indications that the Roaian Government, wish 
to see tho Cossacks increased in such  mannor that they will alone bo used in. the 
northern zone; whilst the services of the gendarmorin will bo’ exclusively reserved for 
that part of the country lying gouth of the Russian zone, A’chanoo word of the new 
stor whon at Kadvin,on his way up to Tehran, as awakened much anxity 
da of the Persian Ministers, two of whom have aluee represented tomo. thas 
the Government’ would be obliged to: resist. any’ such protenion tthe. utmoeb, 
M. Korostovetz said, in conversation with the Governor of Kazvin, that the withdrawal 
‘of Russian troops from that place would necessitate the eréation of a force capable of 
maintaining order, and, hinted that such a force would be best supplied by the 
citablishinent of a detachment of ‘Persian Cossacks in tha town, An a matton oF fet, 
the geudarmes who polis the road ftom Kezvin to Hamindan have a depot’ at thy 
former place, and are quite prepared to inerease the numbur of tholr moa stationed at 
Kazvin, 60 as to guaranteo ordor in tha town, 
‘The above-mentioned Ministers, one of whoin waa Miniatos for Foreign AGhira and 
the other his brother, the Minister of Finance, said’ that, in thoir opinion, Russtin 
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troops ire for preferable to an increase ot the Cossack brigade. Tn the former cass,. 
either they will evacuate the country some day or they sill openly take 
with all that such ® step would mean, whereas in the lattor ease Persia \s saddled 
for ver with w force that is to all intents and purposes a foreign one, for which, more- 
ever, sho has to pay, whether she likes itor not. ‘They: pointed) out that the Hussian 
fliers attached to the Cossack brigade are in no sense servanta of the Persian 
Government. ‘They have no contract, take orders from no Persian official, come and 


ag it suits the mi 


authorities at St, Petersburgh to tell them, without any advice 
of changes being. m 


to the Govornment, present no accounts, and ouly render the 
eniancled of them whon it falls in with their own views to do eo, ‘They might 
With justice have added a Jong list of grievances and of abuses committed under cover 
tion accorded to the force, but it would have been very hard to 

rendered to Persia, 
the Swedish: instructors of the gendarmerie are in a quite different pos 
‘Thoy are under a contract with the Persian Government, 
ir orilers from the Minister of the Interior, and are truly sorvanits of the 
Y, who consclontiously perform the duties assigned to thom. without, any political 
best and trucst interests of Persia that the entire policing, 

in the hots of this really Persian foree, which has uothi 

forcign about it excupt that it is instructed by foreign officers, 
ingore dedire:t0 perform their duties to the best of their 
themselves capable of achieving in w yor 
‘the Russian officers of the Coasnck briguile baye seceded in. d 
T yonture to think: that this a 
erate Cosuick detachments all over 
the most serious early consideration, as with it would seem, to. 
maintenance of Porsian intog 


of the Russiayy protec 
find \iny real weryi 








note the two. Ministers), 





the country, shiould bo let 





who have not only prove 
ability, bot have shown 
short space of timo considerably more than 





ig in forty years, 
went intention of the Russian Government to 
which is worthy of 
to be involved the 
As you aro awary, Sir, T nin a vory trong 
of the gendarmerie, whose efforts to restore order and to re-establish a fi 
et with an almost, unlooked-for:megsure 
y wore I not to record my opinion 
a force of Porvian 











sutw of the country: h 
of sucooss; but Tfeel that T should be fail 
[itis intended that Russi shad b 
Persian in. namie. oaly. 
rnimont should change their poligy as rogarda that part of Persia in 

ially concerned, Tt would appear to mo essential, undor 

ditions, that British officen should. take over the force that the Swedes 
Ltrust, Sir, that you will understand that I only 

ng decided that Russia is justified in taking 
‘ossacks, and that T am as fully porsnaded as 
nation cau uloné be secured by the 

of w truly Persian forco under unbiased foreign 





allowed to croato ws lay 
throughout North 


ted with 0 much suede, 
put forwvard this view in the wyent oP Tt bol 
over the northorn zone with Persian C 
ersin’s future ws an, independent 
employment throughout the country 
such i the Syedes, 

‘Whit foroo should be increased, in my opinion, ax far as Persia's Gnoncial resources 
‘hero should be u stroug dopot always mai 
eventualities, and all idea of « small army should 
ial condition of tho country: isu much more flourish 

geudirmos aro all that ty required for the prosent, and, if Russia will 
take posieision of all the. ro 
tranquillity of the country will be assured 
troops to be withdrawn mush more quickly 
dinotony military, unit aa the brigade 








ned ut ‘Tehran ready for an 
bo discournged—at: least, until such 








ls, order will bo. re-establisl 
manner which willl periit the Russian 
than ifthey ware to, ba replaced by such 
e hus proved iteelf hitherto, 


WALTER TOWNLEY, 











Coneul-General Sir C. Hortalet to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received February 6.) 


p, February 14, 1914. 
Confidential, of the 
instructions by, 


WITH rofecence to my despatch No, 56, Commercic 
aber last, forwarding o memorandum, 















BS 





which appeared in the “Shipph 


of th i ri 
cao heomith Rr Saving Gazata! of the 1284 iastant, whieh pasageph 


vauation. ‘The newspaper painia oul 

eaggemen tne bee ona to between the Hall Ling (Gitited, Eto) aa the 
lamburg-America Lino lor the working in common of a steetahip roche 

Britial and continental porte and ‘the Ba lsging that wpnttly Sapeteinn 


Ste contemplated, to carried out. by the two compunies alternate ae ‘The 
Shipping, Gaest om the Geran Tremont 
commentin on the: friendly relationships now exiating 
betweon the a which is ‘the ‘more romaskable when the 
criticisms made at the time the German. line’ first ‘opened its: trade to Gulf ports 





‘This statement in tho “Shipping Gazette” appeared to me to-bo at varianes vith 
the contents ofa certain portion of the memorandum above reforail to in toga tothe 
Ruaber of departures monthly fiom the contineut to the Gulf. I hive cohwoquanthy 
caused enquiries to be mado, and beg leave to report the following particulars +7 


The, Hall Lines (Limited) have in no meusure departed fiom theis intention of 


Wsspatching ono vewsel cach month fr tworp t H 
Pair a ach aponth from Antwerp to the Penvian Gulé One vessel 








tot oooauiotinl additional veasels: if required, To 
fervent the article in the “Shipping Guzette,” 90 far as the port ef Antwerp 
voncemed, is erroneous, 
So fur ua tho referonse to” friendly rélationa bistwoon 
tind the Hall Lines is in question, tho article is absolu 
the most complote harmovy exists betweon tho tw 
Possible is being dono to prevent, anything. ocourring 
regarding tho trade froin Antwerp fo the Gull 
Hetoveen hs companies upon the walter of tei 
number of Britis! 











Arrangement will continue satisfactorily, and in any caso one of the points. xxiaud 
in the denpateh’ from. th Politieal Mosident in. the Porsian Gulf: Cone teen 
Female service of British vases from Antwerp to, tho Gulf should be’ gncourn ged) 
thas been met, 
< Thave, Se, 
CEO BERTSLET, 


——$________ 





Enclosure in No, 96, 


Btract from the “ Shipping Gasette and Lloyd's List” of February 12) 1014. 





Pensiay Guiv Thape Ax Avoro-Gemay Aoneuspyr, 


THE Hamburg-Amerioan Tine and the Hall Lito, of Liverpool, have come ly nn 
arrangement for working in common u nteamship sorvice from  Britiah and continental 
ports to the Versian Gulf, For the moment monthly despatahes ans contemplitod, 
catried out by the two couipaniea alternately, | ‘Thy “Cfrandenblatt™ says that whon 
ane recalls the vory uultiendly statements made in tho English shippiog ‘and’ daily 

ost at the time of the establishment, a few’ years ago, of tho Hai ning American 
Pine's Persian Gulf vervive, the new agreament must be rejurded ‘a8’ hs important 
indication of the olange which bus takon plaes in Anglo-German relations: 














Kearney, on the trade between “Antwerp ant 
raian Gulf; Uhave the honour to eall your attention to a paragraph oi 





[ser] 
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(7046) No. 97. 
Sir W. Towaley to Sir Haicard Grey.—(Recetved Pebruary 16.) 





(No. 50.) 

{tity phic.) Re Tehran, Pebruary 16, 1014, 
‘BALUGHIS ard zxiding. Kernan Province and are threatoning Baia, into which 

all the districts ronnd are flocking. A party of qenidarmes, said to conset of 130 


favalry under @ Swedish officer, left Kerman for Bam on 1th February with two 
Maxims. 











(6666) No. 98, 
Foreign Ofice to Mr. Greencay. 


Bir, Foreign Offee, February 18, 1914. 

AVITH reference to yout intorviow with Mr. Clerk, of this Department, regarding 
the Kerman mining concession, Lum directed by Seoretaty Sir Edward. Groy to itifare 

ui that your readiness. to mest the wishes of the Société d'Rtudes within cartel 

Hinits was brought to the notte of RE tiara by His: Majesty's Ambassador at 
St, Petersburgh, ‘ 

According to 4 tolegram since ryevived from his Excellency, M. Raffaloviteh said 
that your offer would certainly form a basis for negotiation, but that it made no 
mention of what your syndicate ware prepared to do in the British zone, whorsas it 
was casontial to decure a guarantes for the satifictory working at the railway along ita 
wile course. “Ho adda that ho would try to oblate Tal coe ge ae Russian 
aid Frotch groups ao as to be in a position to nogotiato with your syndicate on hia 
aatrival in London, 

M, Raffulovitoh was expected to leave Ruins for Paris on tho 16th instant! 

1p in cloar from this information that M Raffalovitch will certainly xaiae the 
question of the working of the railway beyond’ Kerman, and T am to miggest that ie 
‘would bo vory dosinblo that. you should’ discuss thes complicated mattor with this 
Department beforehand, 





























Tam, &o, 
E. A. CROWE. 





£7500} No. 99, 
Persian Railways Syndicate to Foreign Office. (Received Pebruary 19.) 


Winchester Houss, Old Broad Street, 

i London, February 18, 1914. 
NITE. reference to the: Mohammerah-Khorsualad Railway survey, bog to 
tranamit, for your information, a copy of telegram which we have to 

from Persin, fo the following effect 


Si 





Strongly advise against making Distal headquarters, 
amminioation, and 
‘of force,” 


To this telegram wo propose’ to reply instructing Mr. Whitelaw to reduce his 
‘lain Pers to one ongincor and two nositanta, the other engineers meantime being, 
temporarily diverted to Mesopotamia, whore their services can be utiliaed in eonnecticg 


with. tigation work, aud whence they can at any time be recalled to Persie at 
fortniht’s noticy, 


















a7 


Before flegeaphing out to Persia to this effect, wo should ba'glad i you would be 


Good enough to let us have your views on the maticr, 
Lam, ko, 


G. GREENWAY, Chairman, 





7908) No. 100, 


Treaniry to Foreign O fice. —(Hestived February 21.) 
Sir, = Treasury Chambers, Rebruar 
THH Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's ‘Tréasury. Mave. ad 


abe Eyre Crowe's letter of the Gth December last further with regard to tho fininces of 
-ersin, 





‘ny real or permanent solution of the problem of Persian fintnoo, 
Tam, &. 
JOHN BRADBURY, 


ee ee, 


(7957) No, 101. 
Sir W. Townley to ir Bdward Grey.—(Recaived Mebruary 21.) 


(No. 53: 
(Telographic) Tehran, February 21, 1914, 

YOUR telegram No, 89/of 10th February? Mota oem ‘Rhoremabad’ flay 
earvey. 





elsowhero, thors 
i post abont the 
sige of survey 


Chace appear to me to bo snlicient. warrant for making Diaful headquartors of 
those of tho survey party who are remaining, I'am not, of course, eo 
conditions that havo presumably influoneod the\syndicate's nugents 
correspondence to vice-consul at Ahwaz for hia opinion, 


sant of looal 
ath topeating, 








18353) No; 108, 
fo. 95)) i” We Toenley to Sir Barword Groy—(Recoived February 24.) 
No. 66,) 


(Telegraphic), R. ss Tehran, Pebriiary 24, 1914 
SILALL foros of gendarmerie, about 190 atzong, under n Swediolfore rwoontly 
proceeded towards Bam from Kerman to Copove aluchi force eatimated variously at 
1,000 to 3,000 men, The first figure is probatly the maximum of thoir strength. ‘The 
Baluchis held’ s strong’ position in walled lage Dara, fiom which the gendannes 
‘wore unable to dislodge them. After fighting all one day, the gendatmen dow of or 































inca ST 












in numbers to contain 
led and two wounded. 
dish officers here think operation. will 

From reports of the 


await-reinforeements and ammunition; nob being steong eno 
Baluchis, the latter slipped away, ‘The gendarmes lost two 
‘The Baluchi losses are estimated at 100. Swe 
have bad w good effect, and is caloulated to eneourage recruiting. 
tonipor shown by retreating Baluchis i is clear that they felt that they had suffered a 











Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received Febriiary 25.) 


Tehran, February 25, 1914, 
ALY telegram No. 58 of 21st Fobramy = remabad Railway survey. 


Following from the consul at Ahwaz, 24th February 


¥ of opinion that it would be a mistuko to estiblish headquarters at 

Dizful, ancl Tadyiso that they remain at Aliwaz unt 

salo pasiige of the party. Party 

“"T understand from all sources that tho protracted stay of t 

ior in which they wers buillied for monoy aud treated genorally by the Lur 
mt British prestige in that rexian, 

theirstay they wore joerod atin tho streets Whenever they left 





the new Governor can guarantee 
reach Dizfal within 





ya, 
ie paity an Distal endl 


iad midst disastrous effects 
Towards the end of 


is not unlikely that the 


arty would oven be exposed to molestation 
ble measures which #] 


ie geudarmes may be compelled to take in 





in revenge for for 








i tO. ino’ thit thete is nothing to be 


gained by the romoval of ‘the 
Headquarters to Diaful and mich may be lost thereby. : 













Sit W, Townley to Sir Bdward Grey —(Recvived February 26.) 











Astachingnt at Rermatubab, 
ister for Foreign A flairs rol, 

rues, bit that he 

quite unacceptable, 
gendarmerie wore 
Understood that the 
vas foriioll ns a hodyuned for thi 
the gendarmerie, axis a inost tnt 
oth because oficors are ob in dhe ae 
divest thruselves of political clurnoter given 
te fr Roce Alin my 


-d that ho gould not give « definite nuswex without 

‘was convinced that Russian proposals would. bo 

loncy tolls. mo that he added that. the 
eated by the three Coverninents in concert, that it was ala 
that the Cossack briga 

werformn the duties of 





if all over: the counte 
hi, wus quite nti 





orsia and. it is im 
to them by the propinguity of the tyro 
s that Russian Minister entirely ogrued with 
when replying, to state all the grievances of the 


whom T élso eaw yesterday, 

ian proposals would be tantamount to aovepting the 

i aud are stroogly of opinion that the Rersian Govern. 
gendarmes throughout the country, and that 

‘chran and ‘Tabriz ouly, 

ignorant of the fat that, the headquarters of 

hot improbable that the whole manwuvre bas 





Persian Government agai 





it the Cossask brigade, 
jth tho Minister for Forsjgn Affairs and the Regent, 
or that co agree to tho Riss 
firnt wtup towards partitiny of Ben 
mint must maintain right to en 
gad should be testeiet 
Ruusian, Goveramesit 
the gendarmerie are.at Teliran, but it in 
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for its object thie striking of'a bargiin, under which consent of the Persian Government, 
tou further increase of the brigade will be secured, ‘To insist on exclusion of the 
Swedes from Northem Persia would display callous indifference to the solemn engage: 
ment given to maintain independence and integrity of Persia, 











[8617] No, 105. 
eit) Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Groy—(Received February 20,) 
(0, 58, 
(ns hie, ‘Telivan, Febriary 26, 1914, 
RISHER foe Roreiga Aaire tall -mo yesterday that the situation. in 


sent to him, and is also oj posing the Belgian financial admi 
Aa hia whale attitude is attributed to the adi 
from Russian consul-general, representations have: been made to 





vassian Miniater, 
ele oney of assistanoe have not so far borne fruit, Governor-Genoral hay been 


especially insolent in the aanner in which he has proclaimed tho dato fixed for the 
Slih'a Coronation. ‘Thy posters which held ead up’ have been tom downy it ia 
believed at his instization, and he did not carry oub notification ih the mavner 
prescribed by the Government, 

Tt has been unanimously decided in the Cabinet to dismiss him, bub the Govern- 
mont fear to carry out, the measure because it is believed ho would resist and would 
have Russian support in doing a 

Minister for Foreign Affirg said that good odiees of Ilia Majealy'a Government 
would have to be sought if the situation does not improve. 

(Addressed to Foreign Office ; repeated to Tabriz) 











(8651) No, 106. 
Wo, G9.) ‘Sit Ws Povey to Sin Hdwward Grey.— (Received Pebruary 26.) 
fo. 60) 
Telegraphic.) TR. Telvany February 20, 1914, 





at Colonel Merrill's Persian seryant. Stas, the Belgian financial agent, was 
dining. with Morrill at the time, and it appears to have boon established that the 





heen deported to Bushire on the way to Kerbela without the knowledge of the Governor- 
General after haying that he left of his own free will, 
Both Minister for Foreign irs and Regent, whoni 1 saw yesterday, approved of 








the proceeding. 
(8652) No, 107, 
nea Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Reseived February 2.) 
6. OL, 
fra phic) Tehran, February 26, 1014. 


TGHTING between gondarmes and ‘Tothngehie® has boon in progress at, Kazotun 

fangs early moming. Latait news is that the gendarmes| havo eon driven’ back into 

barracks und are surrounded. It is rumoured that Major Ohlaon has beon, Idlled, 

Regret to may that Mrs, Olilgon is at Kazerun. All wires to the south now interrupted: 
Above i repetition of telegram dated: to-day from Shine 















* Tofaagebis = gun-nioo, ic, roal-goarda, 
[ise7) 


















————— 
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18798] Wo. 108. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived February 27.) 


18850) 


(No. 62) 
(ein) R, Tehran, Rebruary 27, 1914, 
FOLLOWING from His Majesty's representative at Shiraz to-day :— 


‘Firing was proceeding all last night at Kazorun, Gendarmes are in ocoupation 
of thofr barracks and walled garden, both strong positions, and hhaye an S-centim. gon 
and tivo Maxims. Colonel Uggla is despatching a small detachment of cavalry and 
tyo Maxims as refuforceiment, which is all that can he. arranged at present. News 
of Ohlson's death confirmed, "He was shot whilet laying a mine at Nasr [eroup 
‘undocypherable] ‘Tower, Body not recovered. ‘Mrs, Ohlsen is with gendarmes’ in 
barracks.” 


(No. 65.) 



















18848) No, 109. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Board Grey. —{Recaived Pébruary 27.) 





Six W. Totenley to Sir Raiward Grey — (Received Pebriary 21.) 


{Toleeaphie.) 
fava the Russian Mi 
Russian foreo of 2,800 men at 









troops that mij 
Tatest advices 










(No, 63,) 
Mee paphic., \ Tehran, February 27, 1914. 
ae No.-67 of 26th February: Swedish Gendarmerie Olficars. (8617) 
Russian Minister confirms his conversation with Minister for Foreign Affairs in 
every partioular, He saya that his ingtruetions apparently rferred to all Swedish < 
officers; but, though uncertain om this point, ie dogs not think that the condition that fo. 1G) 
thoy-should not be employed in the north means the entire Russian zone, but rather elegrap i) 
the five provinces immediately contiguous to the Russian frontier and the Caspian Sea. RW, 






1 anaiver toa request fOr my views of tho subject, said that i sedmed to me 
posible that an arrangement might bo made, if the Russian Government considerod 
thatisuch ani unsatisfactory force as the Cossacks is essential to the welfare of Russian 
intorosts, undor which the brigade can have detachments. in cortain places in the five 
provinces, whilst tho policing of the rouds is entrusted throughout the country to tho 
gentlarmerio, 

rom tho Russian Minister's readiness to accept this suggestion, roy convietion was 







complaint, 
















strongthoned that, the real object is. to.secure’ increase of Cossack brigude and to (7957), 
‘armark more decisively Russian predomingned in the five northern provinoss, 

Sir, 
[e849] No, 110. TAM direc 






Sir W. Townley to Sit Edward Grey.—(Recoived Pabruary 21.) 











Did 
No: 641) Maj 
olegrapic) Tehran, Rebruary 27, 1014. eis 
Y tologram No, 68 of 26th February: Azerbaijan. naaoee 
‘Tho Russian Ministor told mo today that ho ad) promised the Minister for 
Poroign Affa 





to assist Persian Goverament little by little in'tho Azerbaijan question, 
But that he could not overturn tho entire situation that hs found here on his arrival 
at one blow, He said that ho had told the Minister for Foroign Affaire that elections 
gould bo held and that. gradually Shuja would bo brovghtinto lino. “Ho denied that 
the Governor-General did everything at the beck of the Russian consul-general, but 
he recognised that ho felt himself strengthened by the presence of Russian troops, 
Tho Russian Minister spoke in a most conciliatory manner, as it gonninely desires 
to assist Persian Governmont, provided that they will be frank with him, meet, him 
halfway in some of his requests, and themselves show a genuins desire to work for 
the interests of thoir conntry rathior than for their own, as appeared to him to be thelr 
custom, 

Private advices show that no Persians are allowed to remain at Tabriz who donot 
‘openly profess pronouiioed pro-Russian sympathies, 





survey. 
days, -and 





‘Sin Hitoard Grey to Sir-G, Buchanan, 
Rorvign Osice, Fabri 
‘Au 





tho prana“here, and 
procbedings are not 
Teannot goo how Rinsaian 
aneral to act properly in thy matter of 


———— eS eee 


Foreign Ofice to Persian Raitioays Syndicate, 


Re 
irected by Secretary Sir Edward 
latter of tho J8ih inutont, nalgug for Meese 


Epba party forthe Mohammeral 


tho rodoipt of you 
the members of the 
remain at: Ahwaz. or at 


ig for hia views, us 
th-Khoremabad Railyyay, shonld 






consideration, repliod that, while at 




































Coptain Grey randerstands from all’ sources that Biitish prestige in Truratan Hs 
‘sullered! very severely from-the prolonged stay of the party at Disfal ad fan ee 
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high-honded way in which they were treated by the Lur chiefs, and he adds that 
pent ie onl dae stay they wore jeored at tn the streets whenever they let 
their house. E 

He concludes by saying that it is not unlikely that. the party, if they remained at 
Dizful, would Ge exposed to moléstation in rovenge for the forcible messures which 
may have to: be taken by the gendarmerie in the northern regions of Luristan, and. 
states ns his opinion that much may. be lost by the party's headquarters being removed 
to Disful, and that nothing will be.gained thereby. é 

‘White Sir I, Grey would be, on goneral grounds, inclined to share the views of 
His Majesty's Ministor at Teliram and of the syndicate themselves, he feels that great 
weigh met atach tothe strongly expressed opinions of tho syndicate's agent and of 
His Majesty's consl at. Ahwaz, 10 whose local. knowledge and experience he would be 
inolinod to defer. 





Tam, &o, 
EYRE A. GROWE, 





[8964] No, 114. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recoived. February 28.) 

fee hie) R elvan, February 28, 1914 

‘OLLOWING from His Majesty's ropresontative at Shiraz to-day : 


ighiting was going on at Kazorun up to 4 rat, yesterday, siice when communt- 
cation with south is totally interrupted. Cuptain Killander started thin morning with 
seventy-fivo cavalry and two Maxxis to Y 





















(8631) No, 115, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley, 
(Xo. dl) : 7 
‘Tolexraphio, Fortign Office, Fetruary 28, 1914, 
Foun ee m No, 57 of 26th Fobruary and despatehes No, 29 and 80.) 
Gould. you not discuss folly with yout Russian colleague, in consultation also 






with the Persian Ministers, if you consider this feasible, the whole question of the 
Copateks and yéndarnetiv, nnd dndeavous to come to an agreement on xoine scheme to 
bo submitted to the two Governients defining the duties of, and the areas within 
whioh, thy two, bodies should: respectively, work A. frank interchange of views 
botwoon yourself and your Russiun colleagie would, I think, be of advantage and. assist 
towards some understanding being reiohed which would’ alia) be sccoptable to. the 
Persian Government, Tt inust be romombered that. some concession to Russians about 
tuso of Ruisian officors and Persian Cossacks would be worth while if it definitely 
scoured & bubatantial withdrawal of Russian troops, 
(Repeated to St, Potarabungh; No. 112,) 

















[8990] No, 116, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdward Grey.—{Received March 1.) 
No. OF: 
(ielegrpio) R, ‘! ; __ Péhvan, March 1, 1914, 
AS it appears toine that inilitary attaché might acqatre much information of value 
in connection with railway survey and stato’ of affairs at Khoremabail and to south 
of that place, T propose to send him to join geudarmes a5 soon as their miei party 
fash Barujird, you approve. He would ot course: keop ont of ail danaey bo ek 
‘aot to risK complicating the situation, Gencral officer cx 
no objection, apd L would discuss the anatter with ny Ru 
hhas your sanotion. 














wanding gendarmerie has 
ian eollesauo if the proposal 
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No, 117! 
Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Haward Grey. — (Received Marsh 1,) 


St, Peterabrurgh, Mareh 1, 1014, 
wn No. 08 of 26th February: Azerbaijan. 
48 instructed in your telegram No, 109 of 27th Febr nid 
gpvothe Minislor for Foreign Aftsirs an’ aide-ménoive rovording tho foots somplained 
GI. His Excellency: explained that tho proclamations: respecting the coronation al 
eonvocation of Medjliss had been torn down thioaal ‘no fault of Shuja's by the: 
populace, owing to dislike of the latter, and that he had alveady instructed the Reselan 
consul-general to insist on their boing posted up again. 
Hie Minister for Foreign Affairs procooded to say that Shuja was indispensable, 
that he had rendered Russia inyaluablo services, and that, thauky to liu, Azerbaijai 
Was the quietest and most prosporona province in Persia, 
repliod that this: might be so, but that his methods were often barbarous, and: 
Hist he was, with tho connivance of the Russian consuls, making the provines entievly 
independent of Telran. Hix Excellency remarked that thore wag 40 ono ay Tehran 
strong enough to exercise authority, and thnt my information waa probably derived 
from prejudiced sonrees. 1 said ‘that it was 40 a great extent public ‘property and 
flerived from 4 source friendly to Russia, I was not instruoied to. male Liethor 
Fopresentations, but Leoild ‘nor coneeal from hin my concern at the atate of insub- 
ordination existing in tho Russian consular service, and at the faot that tha conpule 
jer undermining. the principle of Persian indopondenos and intogrity which their 
Government wero pledged to maintain, 
On his asking ime what T wanted him to do, said that wo did not gaudge Ruasia 
her predominant position ix the north of Porsia, but that wo had both equal iitirent, 
in the financial administration, 


__Thoped, therefore, that the Rit 
himself, and would insist on his faci 
‘agents. 

His Excellency promised to send instructions ii this sense, 














fan consul-general would soa that Shuja behaved 
tating thy collection of the revenue by Belgian 





(a034) No. Ls. 
(orig 57 Mella to Si Baten Gray —(Roited March 2) 
Bis Constantinople, Rebruary 24, 1914. 


THAYE the honour to forward herewith a despatch from the British Commiséiongr 
on the are ieees Esa Goal any ane the a rocti-vorbal ce 
meotinigs of the Commission, and reporting on delinitation wer ‘complished 
down the Shati-al-Arab to ao and up the Khsiyin Canal, vai 

{venture to eal your attention t the zoqvest contained ia, the last paragraph of 
‘Mr. Wratislaw’s despatch ta the effect that he might be furnishod with six printed 
copies of all the procte-rerhaur of tho Commission. ~ 

ee 


LOUIS MALLET, 











Enclosure 1 in No, 118, 
Mr. Wratislaw to Sir 1, Mallet, 


ir, Mohammerah, January 30, 1014, 

Fag cruaronce te ty despatch No. O of the 25rd instant, Thinve the Bonout’ to 
report that on the 25th January the four commissioners and their stalls embarked on 
the ‘arkich gunboat “Marmaris” and went dowicriver to Fao, It, proved quite 
impmeticable to laud, much Less to\fix a, boundary mark, at the polut on Mop 4 
annexed to ths protocol whoro the red line comes in from: the open sea to the Parten 
bank, 20 we wero obliged to describe it by ils distance (measured on the mip) fromthe 
fort situated below Fao on the opposite side of the rivan, and to take Ho. Dontings, 
‘he fort from Fao. in case that Inudiark should eventually disappiar, 


{1667} 
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On the retuen journey we drow up, for embodiment in the procds-cerbal, a descrip 
tion of the frontier from the mouth of the tiver as far as ‘Tuwaijat opposite which the 
south-enst end of the “Post and Anchorage of Mohammerah” begins. Here the 
‘Markish commissioner wished a boundary murk to be placed, but. his Persian 
colleague (carrying out, 1 understand, the wishes of the Sheikh of Moharmerah in this 





respect) energetically ‘opposed the idea, and the Turks eventually gaye it up. T 
personally qgreed with Aziz Samih Bey, but as the two interested parties fivally 
Game.to an agreement the matter was never referred to MI. Minorsky and myself, 

Yesterday we proceoded up-river in the “Karun,” a slothfal steamer belonging 
to the Sheikh of Mohammerah, ‘The latter joined us when we arrived off his palace at 
Fhiliyeh and accompanied the Commission for a considerable distance. On reaching 
tho entrance to the Khaiyin Canal we landed and selected the sites for two pillars on 
the Turkish ond Persian sides respectively. Thence we went on in boats up the 
Khaiyin Canal until our craft finally stuck om the mud in the medium fitum agua 
‘of that waterway, to which the frontier question has given a prominence hardly 
justifiod by its dimensions. a : 

From this point onwards tho Commission was forced to continue ite pilgrimage 
‘on foot, tho numerous irrigation ditches which hed to be crossed affording ample 
‘opportunity for displays of agility which were in some cases worthy of praise. 

When wo hd crossed the Nahr Abu'l Arabid no difficulty arose over the identific 
cation of the frontier, as to which the local inliabitants on both sides are agreed. 

When the position of the houndary pillar on the edge of, the Khaivin Canal had 
eon selected the Persian Commissioner (president for thot day) made a short and 
Appropriate speed, his Ottoraan colleague replied in similar cordial terms, each of the 
four commissioners deposited a large round s stake driven iuto the ground at 
tho selected spot, and tho ysual sacrificial sheap was Ditehered to make a ‘Turco- 
‘Persian holiday. 

‘hy Commish subsoquonty sleet the positions for two other boundary marks 
to take the frontier ling through the cultivated ground up to the edge of the slesert. 
Wo: thon adjourned to, partake of « Inucheon offered to the Commission by’ his 
Excellency the Sheikh of Mohanmerah. hig truly: ningnificent repast consisted, with 
Jenuierablo thes enoks, of fous ssp and) Ryo letaba raeted while ond ropostag on 
mountaing of pilau. ‘The eldest son of the Sheikh presided, and showod himself « 
‘ost hospitable und ttantive host 

Whilo on the roturn journey to Mobammorah the Commission appoiuted a sub- 
omission to exeet boundary turks ot the line from tho'thied Diaitpillar toward 
‘Kushk-i-Basra which has been taken from the identic map, No ater whatever is to 
bo found at present botwweon Disiji and Kushk-i-Basra, and they vill probably have 
to atop short after 10 miles or 80, 

Io main Commission will start for Kushk-i-Basra on tho Ist February via Saleh 
on (ho Kiran.” As the British Commission is in a much more advanced stage of 
roudiness for travelling than the others, wohave undertaken to. provide the whole of 
tho transport und to make all the arrangements for this trip. ‘The water question will 
xeudor it nocossiry to travel as light as possible and to reniain no longer than is 
Hecessary. We hope to rohurn on thy eveuing of the Oth February. 

Lonclose copy of tho procs-verbal of the meoting on the 21st January, and will 
dosed Wis pruchoatbaice ot wabeed andl MGR oa son Se“coplea wie Sealy 
































should be much obliged if T could bo supplied with six printed copies of all procke- 
vorbaux of the Commisston roproduced without my covering despatches, as they will 
doubtless haye to'be referred to by us horeaften, 


Thave, ke. 
A. O. WRATISLAW, 


Bnélosure 2 in No, 118. 
Procks-verbat of Wirat Mecting of Turco-Persian Frontier Commission. 


BN exéeution do Varticle 2 du protocole de delimitation de Ia frontitre tureo 
ersanie ignd  Conitan\inopta le 4 (17) novembre, 1913, par son Altesse Ie Prince 
Said Halim Pacha, Grand Vizir et Ministre dos Affaires Etrangires de l'Empire 
‘Stloman, et leurs Excellences MM. les Ambassadenrs de la Graude-Bretagne, de 
Porae of de Russie, les commissaires et commissaires-adjoints, spécialement délé; 
par les quatre Gonvernements. susdits, se sont réunis le 8 (21) janvier, 1914, & 














95 


Hotammerah, & 10 heures du matin, pour prockder W Vapplieation dos clantes uit 

Etaient presents: 

En qualité decommizesia: 
Pour la Granilo-Brotazue, Mr. Wratielaw. 
Pour la Perse, Etela-ol Mlk 
Pour la Russie, M. Minorsky., 

Pour la Turquie, le Major d’Etat-Major Aziz Samih Boy, 

En’qualité de commissaire-adjoint : 

Pour Is Grande-Brotagno, le Capitaine Wilson, 


Pour la Perse, Mansour-os-Saltanah, 
Ponr Ia Russie, M. Belayef. 


Pour la Turquie, e Capitaine d'Itat-Major Abdul:Hamidl Boy. 





AL. le commissaire britannique, allézuant qu'il est d'usoge do donner la prési 
5 sid 
an roprésontant du Gouvernement sur Io tetritoire duquel ln commission Rebate coy 
travaux, propose de donner la présidence  M. le commisaire persan, Ceol a 616 


eR a pri 
ML Je prisident déclare In séance ‘ouverte et prononee une courte allocuti 
souhiitant quo los travaux so poursuivent rapidement et aboutissant le plus tote et 

M, lo commiseaize britannique lui répond dans les mémes termes. 11 ajoute qu'il 
faudrait commencer pur organivor Is serstarat 

a. le président parlo des: Sous-commissions prévues, 

M. le comuniseairo russe dit quo pour la do Ii frontitre da Fao jusqu' 
Dasaji il n'y a pas lou de constituer tes sous-commisions, ‘Seulement on boreey 
parcourir cette partie et ériger des bornes lA oi In frontibna change do direction, 

‘MM. les commissaires porsan et ture mettent’d In disposition de Ia com 
Tour biteaux pour transporte les Sonia wu les Tes 

 1o-commissaire russe: propose’ deffectuer In voyage, de: Moh 
bord du ateau ture ot do Mohammerah a Diddji howd de bateau pumas eee 
mate 0? HS Adopts ot on a dfeid6 de. partir dimancho, 8 courant, 8/7 heures da 

On tiendra une séance & bord méme fi il i 
arts a froniée do Melasma iy eon eee ec aaa 

Jo commissaire britannique dit qwil tient A Ia disposith 
comminsairos des copies on nombre sufinant do la carta ilontiqnge so Se Loe 
ig e et en ue ls ofiairs techni smarqueroot sur cate darto 14 quolqueg 

i, n'ayaut prot lem i i 60, 1's 
eee yauit pi ent pas: exinté ds I'6poquo od ello a 66 drensso, n'y 
jur In proposition de M, lo commisésaire britanniq je, on décide qu shine 
aéance Ia présidence soit confide A chacin do MM f te paar 
alphabétique des pays quils représentont. fs somite pax ore 

4; te commas fro demande. quello delle wiont dross Toy carte. 

To commiseaire ‘rise pro 
sao lou a sin coop a dresser los cartes sur la mémo échiolle que 

Il ajowte quo dans Te eas oh Tos carte i dosti i 

ATilutation of pourrait changer !Schelle selon boot, nt con® 8 et 
scpag/0at wotable faisant détnut dans In parti do In fronifdro entre DAG ot Kouehie 
i-Basra, une discussion s'en Pour trouver Je moyen le plus pratiqive pour rigor 
tls bornes dans eats partic do la frontitre, "M: lo commisaaire ture prop do sr 
4 is Won do Kouhkei-Bnar, odo doscandry very Dadi aitant quon lo pourre at 

‘© ajouté quion pourra agir de mdmo du eaté de Daédji, inst 
Ugne, aul est dailleus dirvete entre ccs deux points, | mT tuera aint a 

i 2 ¢pridont demande i consulter son ingéniour pour prendto-gon-avis, 
ion fut émise ensuite qu'on poutrait portor In triangulat 
du flowve Karous, pour déterminer Ia sin exact de Kouchieuara SS 
1) Gx ecomusssiro russe propose do. combiner cow deux propositions: cfest-d-dire 
(D) do larger a position de Kouchk-i-Basta par uno triangulation en aigeag. 
pase ae hatmerah-Sabah, et (2) de construire des borues dansJo désert ‘bur 
tales: rae eres Capa Commengant les travaux, simultand- 
€t seulement is i at 

elincane des sour-commissions pendant une journée, © ne” 18? BOUL Daroowie 
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Eneonséquence, Ia commission a fixé au dimanche; 25 janvier, 1014; son dépar 
pour Fao, 
M. le président déelare quo Io séance est levée, 
Fait Mohammerah, le 21 janvier, 1014, . 
ETELA-OL-MULK, 
A. G. WRATISLANW. 
Y, MINORSKY. 
SZ, SAMI. 





No. 119, 
Sir @. Buchanan to Sir Haward Grey—(Recoited March 2,) 


(No. 5, 
Bir, ) St. Petersburgh, February 27, 1914. 
LHAYE the honour to traysmit to you herewith, with referenos to your despatch 
No. 494 of the Slat Docomber last, translation of an aide-mémoire which T have 
Feoeived from the Russian Government on the subject of the Trans-Parsian Railway. 


ee 


Thave, &c, 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 





Enclosure in No. 119, 
Memorandum. 


THE Superial Goyornmont have) uot failed to give their serious attention to. the 
Gopy submitted by the British Aubassndor of Sir Edward Grey's despatch of the Blast 
‘Dogombse of last your, on the question of the "Prans-Parsian Railway, 6 = 

Having woighed’ the proposala ot the Seoretary of State Tor Foreign Affairs 
conitnined in this deepatob, the Imperial Government consider it necassary-on their part 
to pus forward their views on the questions touched 


1, With reference to tho question of presenting to the Persian Government, a 
Fequesb for an option for the construction of the above-mentioned railway, it is now 
proposed that: the request shall be despatched to Tehran direotly by the Socisté 
Uhavte, by post, oF through the Pursia Ministor in Pars, Following the receipt of 
‘iis document in fehran the petition of the company can be supported by the repre- 
igiititives of Russia, England, and France separately. ‘The Imperial Governiment are 
profoundly convineed tbat such siotion by the Frouch Minister, having regard to tho 
piitely economic ebatucter of the matter, aud that Fronch subjects and capital are 
purtisipating, canior give grounds for the presentation of any demands whataoever by 

other Power, On the other band, the participation of the French Minister in 
tho-atep specified appears to by necessary not only in view of the satisfaction of the just 
doiiro of the French group of the Sosidté @'Htudes, bub also: in viow of the request, to 
his wflvet, Ieuown to the London Cabjuct, of the Persian Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
it ia caventiilly important that ‘the undertaking shall assume in the eyes of 
the Persians an interoatioual aud not only an Anglo-Rusiian charioter, 

2 As rogayis the question of securing frew acooss.to tho sea for the future ‘Trane 
Pursian Railway, it must be noted that the Société d'ittades was wot acquainted of any 
claims of the Perwinn Railway Syndicate to port constriction in the region of the 
‘Trans-Persian Railway, and consequently in the charter of the said’ osmpany, with 
ich thar Beduly Govertioent acquainted, there are also references to” similar 
‘onstruction, which is natural in view of the objects sought by the company. Moreover, 

Ws not to uote that the fears of a political nature: inspiring the British 
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Railways Syndicate, but it must fret disetsn this ith. Boca 
dicate, d matter with th 

these sHegotintions mur. be couduoted iu the name of the whole Sone tee < 

preted to Un Goreme ofthe Bhat trates ti se 427 Tareas 
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the most bo gi character, As, under thes ci 
ve a nS inotumstanoes, the Brench 
€f the commission will bo in bot 4 Russian dalogate, nnd the Btoreh, Govemment il 


posal repoctng 
i ‘ u ip time quisite 
oli ensilways evel along: ‘the different possible variants of the future direction 


‘The Imperial Government would raise no objectio i 
aa " ma 
a prep of adie tudes ban ‘uote by the Soeistd dt oat 
he party: which is to vorify tho datailed surveys, already comploted, of th 
northorn section of” the railway, bulieving. thet ue) cCgtrenneaany 
rthorn 2 tuilway, 1% thet “in duo course, on the le of 
mpers ih x , 00 the principle 
tinor geal eh 19 Tussiaa group will take. part i siinflar investigme 
. Referring to tho extract in Sir E, Groy's despatch taken ftom hi 
of the sth Februnry, 1913 (No, 64), it’ must ee thine the ahah of the eet 
Goverament on thie questions touched in it have becu already ib 


ots i ~ commtni 
Britt: Embassy in the aide-mémeire of the 18t May, 1913, and thee vin eae ee 


up to tho present undergone auy change, "The Imperial Go f i 

sven yn tint tn gan of eat ear ee de | 
after tho whole ugth of the Trans-Pomnian route haa bedn eonstructed, kad not wien ik 
nly its nortbern section, within the limits of tho Russian aud neutral zones i 
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sstratogioal charnoter, which ib would appear should not exist ia view of the friendly 
lations which have been established between the twoPowers. Th connexion with this 
tho sottlement of the question of the northern section of the railway is being delayed, 

1is the lntter, with the present stato of the matter, naturally is dependent to certain 

degree on the decisions which will be reached respecting the southiorn section. 

While inno way insisting'on the realisation now of the enterprise: of a Trans- 
Porsian route in its full extent, and being fully prepared to restrict the construction of 
the railway for the presont to within the limite of the Russian sphere of influence, the 
Imperial Government ate of the opinion, however, that there are no longer any obstacles 
4o the immediate request for an option ‘for the whole route without specification of its 
direction towards the south. At the same time they consider, from the point of view 
of their own every-day interests, that the speediest possible laying of the line within the 
limita of the Russian zono is absolutely necessary in view of the undoulited successes 
swhich ava notiosable in the construction of the Bagdad Railway, 

Tn view of this, the Russian Goverament propose, together with the Société 
d'Etutles, to present now, by the above-mentioned methed, to the Persian Government 
 xoquest for an option for the whole line, together with the right to final surveys om ite 
forthcen acétion, on the condition that pon sompletion oF these arveys a treaty of 
concesbion to thie section of the routo sbull bo imnaeintely, drawn ap, to be followed by 
A commencement of the actual construction. 

Should, attorwards, such 4 setilemont of the question prove for any reason to be 
inaccoptable to, the Société d’Ftudes sat present constituted, it will be necessary to 
regird tho original enterpriae as upect, and to proceed with formation of a new company 
‘specially for the construction of Russian railways in the Russian and neutral zones, and 
the Tinperial' Governmont would of course in toch wn’ event consider themselves frood 
from any obligations taken by them in connexion with the exchange of opinions 
respecting. a transit route, 

Simultaneously with this, instructions are 
‘Tehran to support the petition of the Société a 
dy the Government of the Shab. 


St, Petersburgh, February 12 (25), 1914. 
































ing. given to the Imperial Minister in 
ibe neaeiataly pin recalgt of eueh 





9144) No. 120, 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Haward Grey. —(Received March 2.) 


(No. 02) 
ir, 

‘T HAVE the honour to transmit to you horowith, 
No, 21 of the 10th ultimo, translation of an aide-mémotre 
tho Russion Govornmont talking a further proposal for a settlement of tho question of 
tho Kerman an i 


St, Petersburgh, February 27, 1914. 
th referonce to my despatch 
ich Thaye rece! 





from 








1g concession, 
Thave, ko. 
GEORGE W. BUCHANAN. 


Enclosure in No: 120. 


Memorandum. 
(translation, 

SUPPLEMENTARY to. ita aide-mémoire of the 4th (17th) January last, and 
ooking somo means by which to mect the wish of the Britis Embassy, the Imperial 
Ministry for Foreign’ Affairs is ablo to propose the further following method for 
deciding the question of « reciprocal accordance of the interests of the English mining 
syndicato and the company for the construction of a trans-Persinn railway. ‘The belt 
of land necessary to tho last-named company could be measured off for it on both sides 
SE tho route, along ite whololengtl, on tuo condition that it bound sel to grant the 
sgyndivate in question « cortain shato in the working of any inineral wealth which may 
bo subsequently found in the zone in quostion {hse moat couventont way would be 
to leave tho conclusion of such an agreement directly to the two companies, under the 
denevolent co-operation of the British Ministry for Foreign AMfsire 
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At the same time it has been proposed. to the Rnasian| group of eH 
53 : the Soc 
'Biudes that it. should negotiate with the other groupe respects ibe decor cy 
Loncion with this view of authorised representatives of this company. 


February 13 (26), 1914, 





{9150} No. 121, 


Re Fy Sir W. Townley to Sir Rdward Grey —(Received Mareh 2) 
‘Wegraphic.) Re Tehran, March 2, 
MY telegram No. 66 of 28th Febramy:; Swedish gondarmerfe ae Kaeorwns 
Situation at Kazeran appears to be unchanged, Genidatmos. abont 300 strong 
are practically besieged in a strong position, which they are holding courageously. 
Mrs, Ohlson- has been‘able to leave position aud is on. the wi back to Shiraz, “A 
Frenchman employed by Colonel Merrill as private secretary, who was accompanying 
the person mentioned in my telegram No, 60 of 26th Februnry to Bushire, has managed 
to enter gendatmerio position, and has taken temporary command. Hé js 4 soldier 
and has apparently done mifoh’ to restore moral of the. men, who wero greatly shaker 
thont European leader, A Swedish officer with about 100 mon is coming to’ the 
Gesictance of the gendarmes from tho south, and another with about 100 men and 
2 Maxims should roach Kazorun this evoning ox to-morrow morning. Colonel Mertill 
aS: to-day with 60 men and provisions ind ammunition as @ further Teinforte- 
Ttis reported that Ali Mahomot Kamariji hag reached Kazorun with 1 
who are plundering and killing everyore they miost. Information recetvadl rey 
and unreliable, as it comes froman Armenian telegraph clerk, who is in, fear of his 
life and spends: most of his time in tho collar. Wire has been broken at Kazerun, and 
‘most inessages which reach us como from Borasjun and India, 2 
Position is undoubtedly serious, and attitude of Governor-General not entirel 
T am insisting that he bo ordered to render all possible asdistanco in hie 














powel 





(Addressed to Foreign Offioo repeated to Buishire,) 
\[8990) No, 122, 
4) Sir Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley. 


(Telegraphic) Ry Foreign 0; i 
*POt telegram No, 67 of tne Mars Lariatan, 7702 86% Marsh ®, 1914 


At seems preferable that the gendarmerie should act entirel i ds 
' ie gendarme a rely alone in. Lusintan, 
Sunline that previous visit of military attaché in 1904 led to graye 
lareover, presenos of military attaché might encourage, Russians, and 
Gormans, to oud representatives to watch operations, which, would’ eae 


ee 
19464) No. 123, 


ro, gp.) __ SHF W- Townley to Sirdar Grey.— (Received Marsh 3.) 


Telegraphic.) R, Ten 
I s ran, March 3, 1014, 
ce mumediately. precoding telogratn of 2nd March: Gendarmerie at Razorun, 
tac M# ports situation at Kazeran unalicrod, but vary: serious. Froquont 
attacks were wade on gendarmerie position last night, but were. driven ‘hack, 
Kezeran isin tho hand of rebel riflemen, who are pillaging. Rolitcalumins fm 
Beier and south should be in a position 10, commence oporitions. to-morrow. 
Kasha ee Csigtee eae crane ie been cranks find thirty 
re wil 's force. I am ho that combin e y. 
ablé to crush insurgents and make an example of the Iaders, er aie 


earns Government is assured that Major Ohlson is not killed, though severely. 






























































9472) 










German 





(No. 71.) + 
I] (Telegra phic.) Be Poe Tehran, March 3, 1914. 
‘OUR telegram No. 44 of Sn a 
| My ideo wan that mlitary attaché aod ¢oe on the spot result of gendarmerie 
operations rather than actually wateh their military tactics, Situation appear toe 
somewhat dissimilar to that under which 1904 incident occurred. 


sndarmerio, they a s i 
goal euigobs. Gvon if they dT do nod kink thay his presence would be distasteful 
to gendatimes or be seriously objectionable from our point of view. 
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No, 124, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Recetved March 3.) 


There are no 
offers here now, and, howaver much Russians may pray for discomfiture of 
unlikely to attach an officer to agaist at what I trust may prove 

















YOUR telegram L 
Tohiould prefer military attaché to remain at Tehran. 





(9472) No. 125. 
Sir Edward Groy to Sir W. Townley, 
Aya 
ogre) R Foreign Office, March 3, 1914. 





71 of 3rd March: Luristan, 



















by thee 
i ‘head and 









gouoral 






mention 










which ease it vould bo hetter that nothing should be known of tho affai 
Tt has long been suspected that tho Persian official, considered as 

by Russian Minister for it 

lis Government, 









{oe82) No, 126. 

Sit W. Tovwntey to Sir Bdicard Grey—(Received March 4.) 

No. 73, 

(isin phi. Tehran, Mafch 4, 1914, 
Sh PETERSBURGH telegram No. 60 of 1st March : Azerbaijan. 3 
1h tho course of a conversation this morning; on the genoral situation, the Russian 

Ministor told mo ho had received: a telegram from Russian consnl-general at ‘Tabriz 





roporting that the Governor-General hud declared himself tired of the Tehran Govarn- 

montand had sought Russian. protection for the province of Azerbaijan, adding that 

dno longer obey the orders of tho ‘Tehran Government, but would take hia 

structions from St. Petorsburgh only, Having done this, the Governor-General had 

lidrava to-a village netr Tabriz with some of the notables of the town to elaborate 
his manifesto, . 

Tiussian Minister Said ho had instructed Russian. consul-general by telegraph to 

inform GovornorGoneral that he is 

| ici, that lie will be considered a t 





ady in the bad books of the Persian Govorn- 
by then, aud will forfeit all claim to apie 
pression of such separatist views, that he should put all such ideas out of his 
1 reaumno his dutios as/a Persian Governox-General. 





‘Tho Russian Ministor added that both his and the Russian consul-genoral’s 
‘ams hind been ropeated to St. Petersburgh, and that pie Russian consul- 


might await expression of opinion from St, Potorshurgh before taking any 


Action on his instructions, in case the idea of the separation of Azerbaijan from the rest 
of Pirsia might find favour with the Russian Government! He begied ine not to 


this to the Petsians as the Governor-General might take no furthor step, in 





indispensable” 
‘orcign Affairs, was moditating, throwing off his allegiance to 















(9837) 


Bir, 


the récei 
‘His Maj 





No, 127, 
Tidia Office to Foreign Opi 





(Received March 5.) 


India Ojiee, March 4, 1914. 


T AM directed by the Secretary of Stato for India jn Counell to ackhowledgo 


of your letter of the 12th November Inst siclosing copy of a despatoh from 
y's conaul-general at Busbire, covering a memorandum by bis commercial 
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adviser on the existing insufficiency of ‘transport in’ Southern Persia and the means of 
improving it, and also your lottensof the 22nd December, 1918, and 20th January 1010 
forwarding ths comments respectively of the Board of Trade and His Misieay'e 
‘Minister at Tehran on Mr, Chick's memorandum, 

Jb reply Tam to transmit, o be laid before ‘the Seoretary of Stato for Foreign 
Affairs, ‘8 copy of a secret letter from the Government of India containing « statement 
of their views on the general position of British commerce in Southern Persia in 
elation to the extension southwards of Russian taude influeros 

‘The Marquess of Crewe conicurs generally in the opinious held by the Government 
af India, and would invite special attention to the last Chree pa 8 oftheir lottor, 

alte gonelosion arrived at by the Government of Tndia’is that the construction of 

railways inland from the, coast i the oaly really eflyctive mean of promotiog, British 

Southern aud Contra) Persia, aid that till tao projesta thee have best tat 

rard in this connection arv.in some degree teallsed, they cannot advooate the other 

for stimulating British teade mentioned in ph § of their letter, His 

di observes that a similar view is held by the Mound at ‘Trade, and’he is unable 

to disput these opinions which he hopes may te borne in min in the dsuasons nth 

the Hussinn Government regarding the aligoment. of the southiemn, saetion of the 
Trans-Persian Railway. 

As rogarils the suggeated institution of totor traction on eertaln actions of tho 
Bushire-Shiraz-Ispahan rond, the Socretary of State, while hecepting the views of the 
Government of India und Board of "Prado, would inyite attention to the ‘teodmmendation 
of the former in paragraph 6 of their lotten, that any ival proposal may be dacourage, 
‘until at any rate it is possiblo to proceed actively with Mr. Chick's raggention, 

For the present, therfore, there reinains only Mr. Ohiol’s third tain proposal: to 
make tho most of existing, means of transport, and to wooure the provision ot > eoyalae 
‘and increased supply of transport animals, His sugqeations in this direction are set on, 
in some detail on pp, 9 and 6 of his memorandum, “They. ato wipported by the Coreen 
ment of India, and the: Secretary: of Stute observes that one part of them is warmly, 
supported by Sir W, ‘Toynloy in his doxpateh No, 264 of tho 29rd Deoombor, Hi 

rdahip concurs in these opinions, and ix prepared to contribute from Tndian revenues 
i half of the eatimnted cost (1001 per annutt) of extending tothe places apoatfod by 
Sir W. Townley nd Mr. Chicks the ayatom of eollocting ttatuation af the: eaters 
transport animals passing up and down the thres main routes to Tapaban, He truste 
‘that Sir E. Grey will authorise Sir W. ‘Townley to issue instructions to the conswlar 
alficers at theuo places to sot the syntom in operation without delay, 

His Lordship attaches much importanco: to Mr, Ohiok’s further euggstion® (to 
which Sir W. Townley and the of Trade did not allude), and hopes: that the 
consular officers will instructed at the same time to endeavour to seoure the 
so-opsration, of tho local Bersian authorities for the organiotion of regular trerepne 
serie on he soul in quation by oxring presto ore 8 bat apply of 
donkeys on the Bushire-Shirue road, and, on the Shiras-lepaban road of eameler” 4 a 
to suggest that the Persian Minister of the Interior, if th position wore explained to 
him by Sir W. Townley, with the aid of Mr, hic! tatistios, might he willing to wge 
‘the Goveruor-General af Shiraz to cu-operate with the consular offcors in orgunising an 
offictive transport system, 



























Tam, &o, 
'T, W. HOLDERNESS. 







Enclosure in No, 197, 
Government of India to the Marquess of Crowe: 


My Lord Marquess, Delhi, January 22, 1914. 

WHPH referents to your Tordehipt taligram of the 17th November, 1918, we 
have. the honour to submit the following remarks in regatd to the peeiaet of 
Russian trade competition in Southern Persia, a8 udumbrated in Chick's 
memorandum which accompanied Sir P. Cox's despatch No. 14, Commoroial, dated 
the 28th September, 1913, addressed to the London Foreign Office. 

2. We entirely agree as to the desirability of ing all reasonable stepa to 
Facilitate and eucotrsge trade. from the south on the Bushire-Shiroz-Ispahun line, not 


* Vie the fist balf ofp. 5 of hls wemorandus, 


[use7) 2D 
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guy in the interest of Taian somnere, but an po 
the extension of Russian trade, and there 

swe are confronted with the difficulty of devi 
is not probibiti 











| rule enterp 
| tho reductio 





the rates of carriage elfecte 





‘ramps and cripples such enterprise a8 there 


1.) ‘Zo organise transport and systematiee transport conditions ; 
2.) ‘To eniplay donkeys an 
mules, more extensively than at present, 








Yéo ori 
‘trade routs bas been the cause of a steady increase in trade, 






‘approach the local authorities on tho lines suggested by Mfr, Chick, 
4, We agree also that the provision of muore reliable stat 









iF seat, the. cost, 
Mr, Chiok’s memorandum, 

5, Wo haye fully considered the other measures that hn 

aviggested for the encouragement: of Ini 

instanco, the grant of Stato uid to traders, 









present advocate any of these measures, 








similar action or concessions in diruotions in which our interest lies, 











Ru 
that the only really 












const, 


advantage. 
We have, is 






OM, GREAGH. 

S. A. IMAM, 

W. H. CLARK. 
RB. CRADDOCK, 
W. 8. MEYER. 








litical grounds, as a safeguard against 
ussian infinence from the north. But 
1g practical ineasures, the cost of which 


8, This satisfactory to.note that there has of late been a inarked improvement in 

the general security of the route in question, This should give a stimulus to Indian 
wich iv at present eadly apathetic. “Another sntisfuctory fnture is 

by the mule hire agreement. Against 

these, however, inust be sot tho very serious diminution of transport animals, which 
‘Torcombat this Mr. Chick proposes— 





camels on the Shiraz-Ispnhan road, as accessories to 





‘Thesd measures, he recommends, should bo effected by co-operation between His 
Majesty's consular oficers at Shiraz and Bushiro and the local authorities, With this 
fill agreement. ‘The organisation of transport services on the Nushki-Seistan 

nd we think that His 

Majesty's consular officers at Bushiro and Shiraz should be authorised at once to 


es of the traffic over 
tho wouthera roads is important, aud, with your Lordship’s sanctiou, we are prepared to 
i, 100. per mynum, of the proposals to this end put forward in 


from time to time been 
lian trade on, the Shiraz-Ispaban route, as, for 

he ponsibility of inducing the Brit 
Steam Navigation and othor ateamer companies to lower their freight charges on Indian 
tea to Pers, and the establishment of a motor sorvico on the road. But wo cannot at 


6, As regards the proposed Porsian motor service from ‘Tehran to Shiray, to which 
‘Sir P, Cox alludes, wo trust that, if the scheme is likely: to materialise, Hix Majesty's 
Goyerninont, will do what may. be possible to disoourage it, or at any rate to press for 


7. Tt in bocoming increasingly evident, especially in view of the activity that 
is now showing in regard to the construction of the railway lines from the north, 
effective: means of safeguarding ond promoting British trade in 

Persia is tho simullanoous onstruction of sulway: linen foto Perth from the wou 


Th is in this direction that we: consider our efforts should be directed, but in the 
aneantime the minor measures we haye now recommended may be adopted with 


} HARDINGE or PENSHURST. 














[9681] No, 128, 
Sin @. Buchanan to Sir Bdiward Grey. (Received Marsh 5.) 


to give effect to it, 











(No, 62.) 
Clg ieg St. Poteraburgh, March 4, 1014, 
TEARAN telegram No. ¢5 of 27th February: Russian ‘Troops. 


Minister for Foreign Affairs, to whom I mentioned the subject yesterday, declared 
the gutrison at Kazvin had never excoeded some 1,600 men, and, though he could not 
i affirm thu withdrawal had actually begun, ho assured mie that steps were being taken 
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[9799] No..129, 
caer Sir W. Townley to'Sir Rdioard Grey.—(Recvived Match 5.) 
(No. 74, 
gran Decode, Tehvan, March 5, 1014. 
Y telegram No. 69 of dtd March ; Gendarmerie at Kazeran. 
Following reosived from Shiraz yesterday -— 


‘gegen Condormes bave occupied Kaverun, and Nasi Divan, with all siflemen, has 





No, 130. 
Sir Hawoard Grey to Sir G. Buchanan, 





phic.) Foreign Offeo, March 5, 1014, 
SIR W. TOWNLEY telegram No. 78 of 4th Mach tieatas 
Possible delay, on of the Russian consal-general in warning Governor- 
General renders strong instructions from Ruisian, Minister for Foreign Ailiva vory 
lesirable, 
your Excelloney’s diseretion whether you should not urge Russian 
ia tho senso of ponultimate paragraph of your 








‘[8873] No, 131, 
ei Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdioard Groy,—(Reccived March 6s) 
fo. 75, 
Telegraphic.) R, Tehran, March 6, 1914, 


MY immodiately proceding tolegram of to-day. 
Gendarmorie losses ut Kuzorun wore fifty killed and missing, twenty-five severely. 
wounded ; total of wounded not yot reovived: ' 
Colonel Morrill is acting as military Governor of Kazorun, pending tho restoration 
of civil authority, and has taken enorgotic measures to restore and maintain orden, 
Olilson's body iss been found, and will bo sent to Shiraz, 





(20034) No. 192, 
ne Sir @. Buchanan to Sir Hiward Grey. —(Received March 6.) 
jo. (3, 
{ne hic.) St. Petersburgh, March 6, 1914, 


OUR tolagram No, 121 of 5th March: Azerbaijan, 

‘As Minister for Torsiga Airs anid ho could not v0 mo, E hava in private lotar 
expressed hope that his Excellency will read strong instructions to Russian eotieule 
general to warn Shuja that he must give up all separatist idons, and that, unless ho 
mends his ways and loyally performs his duties as @ Persian Governor-General, ho will 
10 longer be able to count on Russia's support, 





(9682) No, 133. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 
(No. 122) _ acta ck ea 
(Telegrapkic.) Foreign Ofice, March 6, 1914, 


VE read to the Russian Ambassador the first two hs of Sir W. 
‘Towuley's telegram No, 73 of 4th March, and hayo pointed out toiais tet if chors in ¢ 
separation of the province of Azerbaijan the integrity of Persis, and ie okala 
foundation of tho Anglo-Russlin Agrooioaut will be trorght inane ion 

In substance, believed Russian interests were not suffering, and had nothing to 
complain of in Atorbaijan. 

(Repeated to Tehran, No, 60.) 
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10636) No. 134. 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir G. Buchanan. 


(No, 83, 
see) Foreign Offce, March 6, 1914. 

TREAD to Count Benckendorif to-day the first two paragraphs of Sir Walter 
‘Townley's telegram No, 73 of the 4th instant, k 

“remarked to Count Benckendost that, as he knew, had always recognised that 
Russian influence had boen in the north of Persi before the Anglo-Russian Agreoment 
was made, I had, therefore, never treated the existence of Russian influence in 
substance ag being a violation of the integrity of Persia as it existed when we made 
the Anglo-Russian Agreement, But, if the Persian Governor-General of Azerbaijan 
issued’ proclamation of separation it would raise the whole question of the integrity 
of Persia, and iye should hayo to discuss the foundation of the Anglo-Russian Agree 
iment de novo, If the Persian Government had sent a Governor-General to Tabriz who: 
hhad been hostile to Russian interests, and who had treated Russian protected persons 
inadverso ways, oF in other things had shown himself unfavourable to Russie, ! should 
have nothing to'say against this being put right, but at present, as far aa T knew, Russis 
had nothing to complain of in substance swith regard fo let interests in Azerbaijan, 
‘and the point of form that would be raised by such ‘proclamation on the part of 
the Governor-Ceneral would be most serious. Tt was essential that the Governor of 
Azerbaijan should treat that province as a part of Persia, and that, especially with 
ogard to finance, he should sce that the Belgian financial ayatem was allowed to work, 
‘and that whatever was the proper proportional revenuo was sent to, Tohrun. 

Count Benckendorit showed himself thoroughly. alive to tho issue involved. He 
suid that he could not feel real anxiety, because he had not the least doubt that this 
move on the part of the Governor-General would be sharply discouraged from 
St, Petersburgh; but, at the same timo, it would be awkward if the Gorefnor-General 
dia issue suelo proclamation, and things had to be set right. He would telegraph to- 
St Poterabiirgh what Thad said to him. nage 

am, 


E. GREY. 





(10186) _No.185, 
Sir W. Yowntey to Sir Edward Groy.—(Recaived March 7.) 


0. 76 
ae Ea) R Tehran, March 6, 1914, 
Rohan, x 
Sardar Motashem, Bakhtiari, i leaving for hia post this afternoon or early 
to-morrow morning, I impressed on him tho urgent necessity for cordial co-operation 
botwveen himself, the gendarmerio,and the financis| administration, Ho nasured mo 
that he would do hig winost to myet my views a8 he fully zealisd thal by thie means 
‘lone can good work be done. He will be accompanied by about 400 Bakhi 
foreo whiol will enable him to check Baluchi raiders whilst the gendarmes carry 
their special dutios on th trade routes. 





(10183) No, 186, 
Coneut-Goneral Lorimer to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Reccived March 7.) 


No. 4. Confidential.) 
in, Bushire, February 8, 1914. 

I HAVE the honour to enclose m copy of a memorandum by Mr, H. G. Chick, 
‘sommercial adviser to the Resident in the Persian Gulf, on German activity on the 
‘Karun aiid in Arabistan, 

2, ‘The facts whieh it brings to notice are of great interest-andl importance, especially 
at a time when the Euphrates and ‘Tigris Steam Navigation Company have many 
Gifficulties and uncertainties to contend with, and when the recent loss. of their most 
nfluontinl director may haye temporarily paralysed initiative on their part. : 

3, The arrangement under which the Hamburg—Ameriks Line will henceforth, in 
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the absence of special instructions to the contrary, tr : 
i ; transfor all 
shen fi the Kam to the. Garman iver lin SAiablohed by Meson, Wess 
fero ritish Bupbrates and Tigris Steam Navigation Co 

‘ - Click points out, hava fr-reathing effects. Tt ‘omphusisss ‘ho neobssliy tharall Be at 
firms purehusing goods on the Continent for export to Karun ports should bo induced to 
ship thom by a Bridsiing, whieh would give the preferents to a British company 
in ‘the matter of onward transport from Mohammerah, ond nob by. the Hamburg: 

4. It ig much to be hoped that tho Huphrates and: Tigria 8 gat 

i toa Ne 
Company, i uot too greatly ee ab tho moment by internal aenltien ay bo 
Ferindid to modefniee aid lnprove Heir Karun asrviee without delay, or otherwise 
oct eG mmpany, wil step into tho bruh and underiake the’ tas 
Soon as the statistics required have been collected, 1h r 
we Oe been col 10pe to, be. able to. submit, 
Ue Chicks report on German trade and ebipping in the Peroian Gulf for the period 
Thavo, &e, 
J.C, LORIMER, OS. Dri Reside in he 
ersian Ciilf, an Majesty 
Genus oe 


PS—A copy of this despatch has boon sent to the Government of India, 
TG L, 


—— 
Enclosure in No. 186. 
Memorandum by Mr, Ohick on German Activity on the Karun and Arabistan. 


Development of Messrs, R. Wonckhaue and Co.'s Business, 


HERR ZINNOW, Jown, arrived at, Basra ut the ond ein deseci 
* moneyed coomandiaite” partur in Meare, te Wovekheur aed Gene 
Han (at moti tho Foreign Of in April 1913. that dindalor of the 
Harsburg-Auserika Line was proseting to the Gulf, in onde to. sbudy th pout 

for the developmont for hia company. Tt dot not’ appear whether Hert Zinnow ins 
Sirstr ofthe German ing and i 4 the dretor velo to, 

: w visited Mohannuncrah, and then proceeded to Abyax, whese 

tonne days, belog engaged with Mr, Randall, Means Wenckhnurs opeat ia Moki 
ja tying to arrange forthe lingo of a what, Acootding to reports fom Moliniorahy 

e was due to zo on from Ahvwan to Shushter “ons tour of inspection,” and it in stated 
a gel asthony tat esa Wonckbian a Cfo to op agencies both 

i fl, Tn July a Pera i i 

agent for Mears, Wonskhasw'e anmc:(ass sete Daeg at Anes Ae ee 


a (woo nots below®) at Ahwaz, AC German 
fesstant has eon placed under Mr. Randall at Mobatosra” ‘vs th| fm would 


At Mohammerab : ‘Two Europeans, 
‘At Ahwax : Oliog with Persian agent. 
At Shushter and Dizful ; Prospootive agencies, 


._ (It may be remarked in this contiection that, Messrs, Lynch kc i 
Disful, an Indian at Shushter, ad agents on about 7, per metcom,, SP ™ Forman MP 


Gorman Steamer Craft on the Karun. 


‘Tho twin-sorew, stoam-tug “Pionier” was brought out, to Baan 
th by Me 
Woceebnus, os agents of the Hamburg-Anierkn Tine eney in 1510; and comnaoad 
Fanning betyeen Molmmarah and Abwas (Nextt) on the 13th duly, Tt-will be 
Fememberel thay tis vessel was to tow barges of special fori for Hghtormg the vessels 
of the Hamburg-Amerika Company from and to the bar of the Shatt-dlcArab, 

$e partneraip between Traun, Starches, and Co ay Mere W 
ad Papeete poy hii tptal and Hert Wonektsos was afterwards dissolved 
eS rms, for en tlre ees Th MHP pated i Me, Oi eh age to 


[1667] 22 
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Tts draught was reported too great for the Karun, and the “Samara,” a single 
acrow tug, was introduced, but towards the end of 1919 both the “Samara” and the 
“Pionier® were working frequently. : 

Between the 16th July aud the 31st December, 1918, ewelve journeys were made 
by: these two vessels between Moliammeral and Ahwaz, Barges have been utilised in 
addition by the German im, each steam-tug towing two barges in nine eases out of 
‘twelve. he tonnage of these vessels is given as follows :— 


Tnformation. as to the tonnage of cargo actually carried from Mohammerah to 
‘Aliwazin theso German vessels is not yet to hand, but the return cargo from Ahwax to 
Mobammerah is kiown to have scaled 458 tons (during tho last quarter of 1918, 
204 tons, whores Meuse, Lyset’ vote “"Malamie” hd! earied 595 tna in th name 

riod), 

Bo anata ble Pectun cuttr atin mel se eT Messrs, 
‘Lynoh as freight, and their tugs went from wharf to. wharf at Moluumerah collecting 
cargo, and thus saving merchants’ hire for suall lighters. ‘Through cargo was also 
reported to have been shipped trom Bushire, é ie 

Regular runni ty, aud attention to business, combined with the fuct 
‘that the “Samara” ig well guited for the work, have, it is said, given the Germans a 
fair amount of freight, ‘Their agent is a keon business man. Messra. Wonekhaus are 
gaid to bo running the *Simara” at a profit, and with such greatereconomy than 
in the cave of tho steamship “Malamir” (Messrs, Lynch's oat) that they could 
‘afford to reduce fieight by nearly 50 por cent, without actually losing money, 


Teases of Wharves by Messrs. Wonckhiaus at Mohammerah and Aliwaz. 


Messrs, Wonckhaus and Co, obtained from the Sheikh of Moharimerah in 1909 
the leaso of a site on the banks of the Karun, on the strict torms current in 
Arabistan, for a period of eight yours only. Major Haworth reported in September 
1913 that the German firm wore about to approach the Sheikh with reference to a 
‘een yoars! louse of tho wharf, and intended to erect buildings thereon, 

His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tohran telegraphed on the 19th October that Muin-ut- 
‘Tujjar had “shown him a telegram, which Messrs, Wonckhaus had sent to. him, 
dling the lego of w wharf at Abyax Muin-u-Tuljaragreed to instruct bis ag 
to contvlt: His Majosty’s vice-consul at Ahwax, and to act in accordance with his 
inthe matter, and conclude nolease that had not been agproved by ‘AMuin-u-Tuf 
himsolf,, Major Haworth subsequently saw the Shelkh of Mohammerah and obtained 
a guaranteo that no other wharf would be lowed to Messrs, Wénckhaus and Go. 
Later, tho Muin’s agent, fearing that the Persian customs would lesse part of their 
wharf to Messra. Wonckhaus, got nervous and temporised with tho Germans; then, 
rocovering his courage, telegraphed to Muin-ut-Tujjar in ‘Tehran to. refuse » leases 
‘Muin-ut-Vujjar represented (0 Hig Majesty's Minister that the Germans were offering 
him a largo price, and that their suspicions were likely to be aroused by their dalliance, 
‘whilat ho was losing 7001.90, por annum owing to his refusing such a lease to the 
Gérnong. Major Haworth futher apprehended (that. the Porsin Goverment, if 

rewod by the German Legation to facilitate the lease of a wharf, might be able to 
Bvosifbe Shaikh of Mokamatienh tp geantc lease. Upto the latest soporte the German 
fitm had been tinable to lease w wharf at Ahwaz. 


Warehouse, 


Acconting to w telegram from His) Mojety’s, Minster, No. 9, dated the 10th 
‘January, 1914, the Germans had concluded a lease for's warehouse (at Abwax t) 


Barges. 
Major Haworth tolegraphed on the 14th January that Wénekhaus and Co, had 
placed an order for thres motor engines with the Torbinis Company at Ipswich. 
‘Two barge bad ben alteady despatched (om Europe) for erection by the Anglo- 
Paraian Oil Company (Limited), andthe engines will bo hited into the barges (in Hay 
1914, it is expected) by the company. 


“Tigris Steam Navigation Company, ‘The 
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‘The British Firms’ Position in Arabistan. 


.. Messrs. Lynch Brothers, the British company most ‘concerned, and the itis 
sshippiug company working on the Karun, hava an office at Mehonmenh Choe oe 
ex-master of the “Malamir” acts as their agent, and an office at Ahwaz with an’ 
Englishman in charge, As alwady stated above, they also havo agendies” at Shushtor 
and Dizful in the hands of an Indian and a Persian ‘respectively. 

Messrs, Lynch Brothers have the cteainship “Malamit™ of 120 tons carrying, 
capacity on the Lower Karun River, and the " Bhushan” of 25 ton eapacty, whith hug 

ed imder the Persian lag on the Upper Karan sines 1800, “Both of ese seats 
haso been running. more thin twonty years and ars out of dats, and, ay altnty sated 
bora; tho working of the“ Malanie”eannot bo eonductod with suciont vom to 
permit of rates of freight being much reduood to meet Geran competition 
spol tiliion 0 thelr work as manngiag agents for these steamers and an genstal 
importing and exporting morobnnts,it-will be remembered that Moses, Liat olfte 
i pyesrees nae to pial a Hoe Cees jot nea half the merchan lise arriving 

ir sit for ian, and are irgely responsi! i 
Srrngsmts i on Bidens ethene MEE 

Mesara. Stri tt, and Co, (Li: —This firm, managing agents foham= 
moral and Away for the Anglo-Bastan Oil, Company (Linital¥eand moo agente br 
Mess, F.C, Striol’'s steamers, take no, shary ta. fiver transyore, ‘They eve te 
‘agencies in Shushter ond Distal, and their office at Ahwaz ie undorotood te to na 
general import and export business. 

‘They havo, howver, powerful nancial support behind thom, and possess a numerous 
ata of keon business men. ‘Their directors. are greatly interested in the Luristan Railway. 
iris and seen of ho speci Goting on which hey tad with th Sheikh of 

h ais-ut jar, they are in n iti pp 
irene sense Sar a strong, position to manage shipping 

_ Messrs. Mackenzie, and Co—They are also powerfull, orted, havi 
Bohind thea tho British India Stoun Navigation Company Limited} andtord lneheas 
bout they have never developod the business of their agency wt Reheat ‘nd have 
no connection with Ahwaz, As the leading steamor iyents up the Shatt-el-Atab, thelr 
interest aro injured by the encroachment of the German steamers on the say 
teado fiom Baropa,” Ahiwas ib considered a Putaian Gulfport, and there a u6 apport 
reason why tho British India Stoum Navigation Company’ alould noe onert thee 
palin wp the Karun ysis of wall svr eaten una aa Targee 

1¢ thine they W Wwunised into more activity i 
‘xporters of grain and produce from the Karin Sn a et 


Dangers arising out of Gorman Competition. 


1. Capture of nearly all tho transport, by ateamor between Moh 
and Shusiter, ‘Through ego fom uaa fo Aten 


(a.) The circular (given in. the last Pi of the memorandi of Mr. Vive. 
Reana eases wath neee a an Het Arai Line aie 


Dooseins ane (a similar statement would undoubtedly 


“ Gentlemen, 
“The Harburg-Amerika Line asks us to inform you as tollowa:— 


issued at Hanbury), rons, 


““Reforearidings from Mokammerah to Afiase 


“* Up to the present these Pease MLSE Lae ety pe Euphrates aud 
of rt Wonokhaus' and Co,, of 
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Mohammotah, has just inaugurited a new German river gorvioe, by which it will 
aaccépt goods ander the same conditions as the British Tine, Henceforth bills of lading 
fail lading permits must: make mention of the company, selected by the consignee 
Failing precise indications in this regard, the goods will be transhipped to Abwaz by 
Wonckhaus's service’ F 





In the majority of cases, Persian consignees will not be aware of this rule, and will 
probably not take the trouble to issue instructions to London, Hamburg, or Antwerp 
favour of Messrs. Lynch, while British shippers of goods on account of consignees 
will be unlikely-to do so unless specially warned by Government, or by the consigness 
of the goods, To the best of our kuowledge, British firms or Persian merchants have 
no gontraets wit the, Buphretes and Tigris Bteun Navigation Company for carriage of 
goods to Ahwvaz Continental shippers will no doubt: be well esnvassed in favour of 
Spting for the Wenekhaus service. ‘Through bills of lading—a convenionce—will no 
doubt be issued by the Hamburg-Amerika Linie, and probably private rebates of 
freight, Moro eango from Europe for Ahwag and Tspahau ‘now comes in German vessels 
than in British stoamers, on account of the German monopoly of carriage of sugar, and 
combined with the other causes mentioned, the tendeney will naturally bo for the 
Gorman vessels on the Karan to get the bulk of through exxgo freight out to the Gulf 
in Hamburg-Amoriky steamers. (Ahwaz reported on 16th December that the German 
steamship © Pioniec” had brought up 1,800 puckages of sugar, 970 for transhipment to 
Shushter, and the “Samara, on the 28rd took 800 packages for Shushter.) 

(is) Local Cargo from Moliammerah to Ahteas, Shualiter, Dizful—Owing to 
probable keen competition in rates by the Germans, the tendency will be for consignees 
in Mohammerah of goods from India arriving in British Indin Steam Navigation 
Company's vessels, or from England in British steamers, which are resold for Ahwaz, 
Tapafian, or Tristan, to favour Messrs, Weinokhaua's service. 

(c.) Dowwncard Pranaport from Ahwaz to Mohammerak—In the last quarter of 
1918 Mossy. Wonekhaus alteady: wore carrying oue-thitd of ll.goods shipped, as 
‘tyainat tworthinds ig Messrs, Lyxich’s vessels, For those reasons, and others, everything 
At present favours Mesars, Wonekhaus and Co, for reducing tho Euphrates and’ Tigris 
river service to a very secondary p 





























2, Capture from Messrs, Lynch of much of their forwarding business from Ahwaz 

to Tspahian, 

‘The next step for, Wonekhaus and-Co,, with an office aud German agent at Ahwaz, 
would bo, a8 agents of the Hambury-Amerike Lino to contract to forward sugar and 
dthcr metchantlise from Ahwaz to Ispahan, ao that: exporters in continental Europe and 
consaiuis in Ispahan, fe, would be fred of all trouble, 

Those two fotors would sulle to deprives Messrs. Lynch of a large portion of their 
prcsent fermi Bosna and evan vow, an Captain. Grey stated in his telegram 
No. 40 uf the ah November, “ Lynch has. less than half of total goods passing over 





"Wo may thesdfore be prepared to find the Germans actively interested in the 
.¢ Bakhtiari road, and owing to the inauflicteney of transport, animals on 
‘pahan road, and consequent tendency of the imports to Tepahan to use 
tho Bukliiart road almost eutitely, they would have's great opportunity for interesting: 
themselves in trade between the Gulf and Ispatian, 











9, Expansion of German trade in Ahwaz, Dizful, and Shushter, and acquisition of 
‘a definite commercial interest in Arabistans trade, 


Tt Wonekhaus and Co. open agencies at Dizfuland Shushter as well as at Ahwaz 
their organisation will be as complete ax that of Messrs. Lynch Brothers, and_ better 
han that of any othur British firm; while Messrs, Wenckbaus's methods of business— 
Javish, adventurous, anid keon—yill place thein in a position to do all the business there 
{s to be obtained by a European firma wt these places At Dizful and Shushter there is 
prolubly not, room for to really enterprising firms, and the first established andl best 
supported vill have the advantage. 

Tn thy export of grain from Ahwaz and the Karun distriet to Mohammerab the 
possesion of their own lauuches and barges on the river will enable Messrs. Wnckhaus 
To pursue their polley of onitbidding all other buyers by obtaining rebates of freight for 
theingelves, and also to get fae larger quantities down to Mobammerah then 1n past 
‘Yeats, whilo the higher rates quoted for the Euphrates and ‘Tigris Company's steamers. 
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Will not permit other British firms to compete. The Germat dispositi 
at Bushire to extend this method of erashing Heceacrerney ee ae 
oth Pesan spor and they are Keen bays of prodice, ees 
_ Jf the summer of 1914 turns out well the British fi il ina di 
pated with sqgrd to esparta iain up Wie Maru, Poem dsstrous 


j Suggestions. 


Subject to the opinion of His Majesty's representatives in  Arubista 
eile abe Wueat tues ae oat ea Tiberi eas 
een Ge ‘to help “to check German commercial ucti in Arwbistan, if His 


pcan eee agree that the present state of affairs’ in Arabistan is 





iy tipoey ane hs Be cae oh airy ce 
sal Gea alerting lig th PCa 
Tig) enlment Pap Renmin ep ees iam Ry 
Pee coc Re ere ener a bia oan be 
aay au pk, ated he Semen cepeeeins 
reorgtina their nervico thoroughly, the following sbangos ween ere pan 


1, ‘Two new veasels of smaller draught. to roplace.the “ Malamir,’ 
to work as economically as tho German RPetEH aa aerate ai ig 
ve ot A PEER sen of terns (i pponr that the Germans! are ordering barge vo 
3. ‘Two Europeans in the company’s offices af Mohammerah, two at Ahwas (shi 
ments to Shushter by steamship. “Shushan” bh be i 
sufent nate tal oul aeyleerene eat ena 
4. The company to give their sta definite insteuctions to bo as\ Keon 4s. tho 
Germnna to rexnove all former and present grounds of oomplai i 
‘ail ty eouboiotnt ates with ius Goeuta (omelet 87 mens Pa 








If the Euphrates and Tigris Steam Nuvigation Company I 
taka tho solorah iodistal thes an ateecat ve opurpu stout be torture ak 
dirootor of the Britisl: Indi Steatn Navigation Company, to arrange for that. company 

to extend its Cult servies. to Abvwar by providing as in 1, %, 9, and’ 4, and to work 
specifically in competition with the Germans, ‘The Muphrates and Tigris Steam Nayi- 
gation Company (Limited) aud the! Malamair’ could then be left to do whut thoy 


could up the ara cal 
ling the British India Steam Navigation Cc (Limit 
ial) and tage ace Mace OE ae Tt 











Persian Oil Company (Lit 
(shipowners, the Strick Line) might bo asked to fill the breagh, 

_ Staffs of Rirma at Alwas, Shushter, and Disful—Messrs, Lynch Brothers 
‘might be recomunended, if they wish to retain the forwarding business:to Tapabian, to have 
two Buropeaus slways at Ahwas (this would work in well with the Euphrates and Tigria | 
Steam Navigation Company's business) and one at: Shushter. Thay require to nim at 
Yottar armaogemwnts for forwarding to, palin, ab active participation in the gonorl 
ace {Abwas, Shushter, and neighbourhood, and particularly in the export of 

je question of enabling British exporters up the Karun £6 ooipete in thi 
rs sass ifthe Germans quote high prices and make use of shipping. rebates, 
1667. uF 
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will need consideration if the harvest of 1914 is good, as seems likely: ‘The only 
‘olution appears to be a reduction of freight by the British vessels, 


H. G. CHICK, Commercial + 
Political Resident and 
Vice-Consul, Bushire, 











January 31, 1914, 





(10265) No. 137. 


Sit G, Buchanan to Sir Haward Grey.—(Reeeived March 8.) 
66) 
Meicgohia) St, Peterabiergh, March 7, 1914. 

MY telegram No. 60 of Ist March: Azerbaijan. 

Ministor for Foreign Affuira, whom I saw to-day, said that he thought our roports 
were exguerated, and that Shaja hail been influanced by merchants and others who 
wero strongly opposed to idea of convocation of Medjlss, Russian consnl-genoral had 
ppoken to him eerously, and had warned him that Hnefa weatl tae eee pa 
if he gave trouble, 4 ; 

ter for Foreign Affairs said that Imight assure you there was no dangor of 
soparation of province, as Russia did not want this and would not allow it. 











(10262) No. 188, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received March 8.) 
(No, 71 
(Tele hic.) Tehran, March’, 1914. 
DOSSENEN logon No, 0 of Grd March: Be Stak, 


Minister for Foreign Afiira tells me thut Persian Government are still anxious 
about the ox-Shah's relations with Russian Government because Persian Minister at 
Berlin has reported that ex-Shaht has been in constant touch with the Russian Embassy 
through the conseiller, z 5 

British consul at Kermanshah roports that Salar-ed-Dowlel bas written to various 
Kurdish chiefs to proparo them for his early xoturn and for that of the ex-Shah, who, 
hie says, vill go to Khorasan, : A 

T'pco litle faith in theo storie, bat thore is much anxiety as to what may 
happen after the coronation, 














(10263) No, 139. 


ry Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived Maych 8.) 
10, 79.) 
be rips) R Tehran, March 8, 1914, 
AUY tologen No, 40 of 12th February + Sadia Gonilarmerie, 
Second detachment, composed of infantry about 450 strong, left to-day for 
Burujird, Further detachments leave 10th and 14th March. 





[10264] No. 140, 


‘ay Sin W, Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived March 8.) 
(No. 80, 
(Telegraphic. Ry Tehran, March 8, 1914. 
Your tologram No. 48 of 2nd March: Swedish gendarmori, | E 
T havo discussed question of financial assistance for gondarmerio employed in 
Faro with Minister for Foreign Affairs and M. Mornard. Present financial situation of 
Porsia is made ¢lear ina memorial which M, Mornard has quite recontly addressod 
to tho Prime Minister. In this document M. Mornard shows that exceas of expenditure 
Srer revenue will amount to, about 600,000. for. the present year ending on 
20th Murch. This deficit: will be covered by advances amounting to 500;0OOL, 
mado by the two Governments, and by an advanes on current nccount by Imperial 


































11 


Bank of Persia. MM. Morard hopes that improved condition of eountry Duty result in 
Hy and that a saving in expenditure may 








Tt appears to mo that under such conditions the British taxpayer onght nok to 
i 


Tesent a further advanes to Persia for the Fars gendarmerie, whi 
goon! security at the remunerative rate of 7 por cant. interest. "I vonturd to tecomnnn 
‘above to your most favourable consideration in. the sincere hope that it may to fear 


Possible to advance entire sum of 160,000. to Persian Goyernient. An ently dosieien 


is of urgent importance. 





10372) No. 141, 


Sin W. Rovenley to Sir Edward Grey,—(Réseived March 0.) 
(No. $3,) 
Sir, Tehran, Kebruary 7, 1914, 

T HAVE the lionour to report that I had long und interesting converortion with 
A. Korostovets, the new Russian, Miniitar, this aftemoou, Tn roply {0 his enol) 94 
to my views upou the prosent political situation, I said that it woemed to me te he 
much in ite usual'state, a good deal of uncertainty, dio in no’ amall niousuce to the 
intrigues of thoso in fico among themselvos, and of those out of offiog who nro anions 
togetin. On tho whole, T addod, tha position appeared to sno 4 faily sound one mio 
#2 could be still maintained for soveral months, provided that our to legationn worked 
loyally ‘and cordially. together in such ‘a shaunor as to give similar adviee vo the 
Roeariment on uy important question,  M, Korostvotz weaned a liftly. aurprsed 
when T told him that ‘tho, two legations have virtually governed Persia fox some tec 
Résh, siuos the Minstors tako:no action without consulting us, Ror this keaton, 1 eal, 
Ge VRt most desirable that wo should be quito frank with euch othr in our. exclimaen 
of views even at the risk of occasionally finding outwelvos on thin teu, AI, Kerostaes 
‘most cordially agreed, 

AMI. Korostovets hiore enquired if T thon 
in office after tho Shah bad usoended the 
found impossible to olect members for a Medjliss, 
postponed. Tansivored that in Persia. one mu 























early footsteps. M. Korostovets agroed, and seemed to have no doubt that a fedjliss 


could be elected, and that it would probably: prove a botier one than the lest, 1 fui 
fiat T much Hoped that this might Ye the caso, but that T feared that thers world, 
Rowover well new Medjliss might start, he opposition to the foreign inelittione, when 
‘once the new Assembly felt its power. 
Joost. at his“ roquost, kotched rapidly tie charactérs of tho. leading 
Fie toners nscsPlsining a» concisely ap possible. the rnsone why the Regent does nok 
e to have men of marked 4 personality, either on account of their position, prestige, or 
ntellect, about him. His Highness, I showed, much prefers. men of a leacer calibre 
pho cannot cowpets with himself, his otherwise. sound views buing unfortunately 
Somewhat obscured’ by his regard for kis on position and future. I-pointed out thie 








8 made on ay 
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“self plays such slarge part in the policy of each individual statesman that it is 
almost impossible to hope for a homogenoons Cabinet. This unlucky: characteristic 
eaused! public and private individuals in Persia to be especially prone to speak ill of 
each other, and to spread stories likely to prejudice the neighbour. 

In spedking of Ain-ed-Dowloh I said that had reason to beliove that the Russian 
Legation was not at the present’ moment very. well disposed towards him, but I 
reininded M, Korostovetz that His Highness liad been included in the Cabinet solely at 
M, Poklowsky’s instigation, ond that the same influence had exerted itself to patch up 
‘A nint-years-old quarrel beliveen the Prince and His Majesty's Legation. ‘Thad found 
His, Highness a most capable. aud usefal Minister, to. whose personal influence I 
alttibuted no smnll share in the improved conditions that had been established iu those 
parts of Persia in which British interests ure specially engaged. I exprossed a hope 
hist he seould not listen too readily to tales that he might hear about the Prince, who 
has many eneinies who cannot forgive him the haughty bearing he assumes towards 
men who aro hiis colleagues and equals under the Constitution, but who were formerly 
no moro than his paid clerks, 

M. Korostovetz spoko at, some Iongth about the question of the zones of influence 
that hud been created under the 1907 agreemont, and appearcil to favour rather 
strongly the idea that the sort of “no-man’sland,” known as ths neutral zone, had 
been proved a failure after an experience of seven years, and should now disappear. 
‘He considlored that, although Russia had no intention whatever to penetrate into 
regiois in which British interests are paramonnt, thie sort of “ terrain vague" on the 
aan ronter of theRassinn zone mua lays remain soar of dang 0 our good 
Folaiony, because eonslar politicians aro ofter oll human beings, and its too auc 
expect thent to bo,g0 far above the frailty of mankind as to resist the temptation to 
acquire some possible kudos by pushing Bustian interests a litle farther south than 
may bo entirely legitimate, seving that thore is nothing in the 1007 agreement which 
prohibits such action, ‘hough musi hoping thatsuch would never be the case, he 
foarod that any day a delicate question might arise out of what appeared to him, a 
‘now-comor, an unsatisfactory situation. 

Lexpressed my ontire participation in his fears, and took occasion to call his 
Attention to the fact that it had been quite recoutly roported to, mo that the Russian 
‘agent at Tspahan aro becoming extremely active, and. would appear to be adopting: the 
rogrotiable methods omployed au Tabriz andl elsowhore in the north, under which 
Persons who have no sort of claim to itare accorded Russian protection, for themselvos. 
nd proportion, his was started, added, by the auocess of the arrungement under 
which the manager of the Russian Bank at Tspaban had becomo the administrator of 
the proporties of the Zil-es-Sultan, As had been seon during the recent disturbarices 
‘¢ Ispalian, certain disaffocted persons had become much emboldened by the possession 
of meaguro of Russian protection, and Thad heard with regret from our acting consul- 
‘general that Russian agents aro very busy acquiring the protection of their consulate 
for villages. situated noar Ispuban which can have no well-founded claim to such 
proleotion, which wometiines carries with it, ationg othor advantages, isinunity from 
Paying taxes, He must not be surprised, Fsaid, if somo soreness is apparent at Tspahan, 
Whoro British residents have witnessed the practical ousting of British trade from & 
town that might, be considered the cradle of British commerco in Persia by. Russian 
food thanks to the foveo of circumstances rato than. to the superexeullenen of the 
rival wares. 

M, Korostovets said that he had discussed this question of the obliteration of the 

al zone with. Count Benckendorit at St. Petersburgh, and had gathered from his 
Exeelloncy, that His Majesty's Government are opposed to. any revision of the 
garoeinent of 1907 ut tho present moment, 1 pointed out that we liad hardly got our 
fair share in 1907 and that it would bo hard to revise the agreement. in the sense of 
-supproiting the neutral zone, sinc our Jogifimate and old-estnblished rights there 

Woins & justifiable claim to the whole of it. M, Korostovetz appeared to consider 
iu no #erious obstuclo, and seeted even. to. think that there vould be uo. great 
objection to:pushing the Russian lino back alittle towards the north, but he anticipated 
that the real dithiculty would be the fact that the capital would lie in the Russian zono, 
‘ud that His Majesty's Government would consider that thia would give Russia an 
unfair advantage, 
T replied that I believed Count Bouckeador to be right a his beliog hat Fis 


Majesty's Govornmont havo. no wish to soo the agreement of 1007 revised, bat, 1 
added, speaking for myself personally, it appeared to. me that such a scheme as he 
soemell to favour would lead to. the early partition of Persia. We niuist not forget 
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2y firm 

independence and recover her position ia 
of tutolage if the two Goverdments 
development of the 


h an somowhit 

sup BE Ht of very pean Swodih offer who 
ut gondarmoris’ posts on the road, betwee 

Resh He had as} line if he bad been advised of this veiled 


Under, such circumstances, ho feared. the 


to bring in British offiours, and 
intl a Schah do alll,” Noroowey, Laude 

to Porsian Cossacks, ecauco thi 

with all that that woul mean, oeg 

alivays romain to all intents 

Russian officers, 

acting solel 


moved its worth 
into soldion, 


tone. He endea 
St Potentrsl 
replied that I did 
eats id nok 
Personal opinion was that such ast 
comatt of the situation, and that {cou nok consider. tat 
a nit with 4 genuine desire to. soo Porsia xo-establish 
an ca Kingdom. “‘Thore might, ventured to ad, be lose objuction to wooing 
667 2G 








ut 


the Cossacks) gradually take over, as an experimont, those districts actually occupied 
bby Russian troops to-day, with the exception of Kazvin, but I felt sure that it would 
inako a vory bad impression and lead. to partition, which, I helieved, the Russian 
Govornment aa sincerely wished to avoid as did His Majesty's Government, were the 
entire Russian zone to be entrusted to an increased brigade, 

Tt was clearly understood that our exchange of views was merely personal, and for 
that reason we wore ablo to speak out frankly. Twas favouibly impressed by 
AM. Korostovets, with whom I found it possible to carry on a most friendly 
convorsition upon ground that L have always hitherto. found most delicate, We 
reserved tho various questions connected with the Russian Bank, the ‘Trans-Porsian 
Railway, the sale of tho Crown jewels, &e,, to later conversations. From onr very 
easant tall to-day, I bave every reason to hope that the excellent relations existing 
Fobreen th to lopations wil be move thon nafaeaed 

Thave, &e, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 





(10378) No. 142. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Recoived March 9.) 
No, 34,) 
ae ohvan, February 10, 1914. 

T HAVE the honour to forward to you horowith copy of a statoment® sont to ma 
by M. Morard, showing the amount of inonoy encashed by the central adaninistration 
of the ‘Trensury-General sud their agents in the provinces during tha Porsian year 
ending tho 20th March, 1913, that i 0 say, uring the first year in which he hinuselt 
eld the office of Treasuror-General, 

MM. Mornard points out that tho sum encashed under the leading “maliat,” oF land 
tas, is a long way short of the amount which, according to the fifty-year-old registers 
in the Tronsuny archives, should: be collected, According: to ‘taso registers, the 
Toney duo under this headings should amount to as much as 1,272,7271, (as compared 
with 7241121. actually collected) but. the reasures-Coneral’ does uot think that the 
ighor figuro can ever be attained until n complete cadastral survey of the country is 
mado and a-now rating fixed, 

‘The cost of collection, éc., during the period under review amounted to little 
nor than 10 par cont. of the receipts: 

AL. Mornard is, perhaps not unnaturally, optimistic over the futuro prospocts of his 
administration. He points out thit the amount, of land tax collected is double that 
recovered under tho samo heading during the immediately precoding years, and. that 
this snecess hs eon achieved in’ spito of tho disorganised condition into which the 
proviness had fallen, despite the disorders. prevailing in many districte when he 
assumed office, and in spite of countless difficulties in collection experienced by his 
‘agonts, whethor at the hands of Governmont authoritios or of the largor taxpayers whe 
‘wore interested in the maintenanes'of the previous corrupt aystem. 

Thave, &. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 





(10377) No, 143. 


Sir W, Townley to Sir Hdward Groy.— (Received March 9.) 
(No, 80.) 
in, Pehran, February 16, 1914. 
1 HAVE the honour. to report, with reference’ to previous correspondence upon 
the subject of ‘his appointment as Governor-General of Ispahan, that Sumearton 
Sultanoh, Bakhtiari, a former Primo Minister, oft for Ispahan on the 13th instant to 
take up his ‘post. ’ He. was accompanied by his. cousin, Sanla-ivang, who rag 
rotuming to resume his duties a9 Ukhani of the Bakhtiutis, and Governor of 
Bakhitiaristan, 
‘Tho long dolay that hus occurred in Samsam-ce-Sultaneh's departure for his 
Was entirely due to fainily dissensions among the Bakhtiari khans, each ono of whom, 
‘whoso position entitld him to nspfro to such an important and Iucrative post, havaag 


Not printed, 
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sought by a series of intr 


ouibae Vinilly, when 


tien that, Samsam. 
and declared that it-wy 


and that, as the 

his task almost 

come to Tehran 

there must, be some hidden 

Sardar-iJung left Tspalian and 

mediately upon his arrival hore there 

ig reason to believe that much dirty 

and the language used between the cousins was ns fro oy 


posta as Tspaban 
Bood offices to 


lent conversation with Sardar-Jang, Told him that: 

themselves any longer the Bakhtinris would probably 

° T said that if Samsam did not go to Tepakian no othor 

Baldtiari would be appointed there, ind that Sardar Mohtashemy, by-his eomttal 
opposition to Samsam, had forfeited! all claim to 4 


9 4 | ‘my support of his candidature for 
Aarman, which would cortainly bo givon. to someone olka, T udvieod lat to wo mene 


think the matter oxer, consult with his relations, and eomo buck tho next dy to tal 
me that all was arranged, ‘This hie did, with tho rosult that ho and Sameore let for 
Tspnhan in the same carriage tlreo days ago. 

Mouey vas, of course, at tho root ofall tho trouble, ‘The Rakha! kane havo a 
fam n theis own country by which they shar» all their propertios toguther, hoy 
have imported this custom into the official life to whieh they have eek eled by tig 


political evolution {brought which Porsia has passed, and a Governor or Governor 


General is supposed to eharo whatover lio. may: make ont of hi post, generally with 
Taine dlolinitely named mssoctate. The eonditions are arranged at alfamnily conned), id 
tho adoption of the system has. come to mean that. wlion a mumbor of ike ikbes 
family occupies w post, a wiombar of tho Haji Ukhaai fasnily is nocretly essoomted nach 
him, ‘and ice versd. ° Sometimes, the. partner, though not o ppointerl by, the Govern- 
ieey deavours to exercise equal powers, with tho official Governor. “In overy cave 
Pitter quarrels result boeanss tho Bakhtiari, boing fond of money, wil stop at me ice 
to defraud his partner, ‘Tho ayatom renders tho Bakhucis undesirable we Govrrae 
and i 16 to be hoped that with the development of tho gondarmerio it will be food 
Possible to dispenso sith their services in such a eapaotty. Up wo the prosont thea 
cousiilered politic to employ them for two reasons : (1) Beonuso, although there 
Power lias been greatly brokon in the last your, thoy uro still too strong, to be inside 
Puemies of ruthlessly ; (2) Because a Governor ts usoless unloss lio hus 4 foreo heh 
Kim, aud up till now the Government had no force to give him, ‘Tha Bakhtiane tar, 
of course, always count upon a6 many of thelr own men as the situation rej 
Thaye, &, 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


ee 
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(10378) No. 144, 
Sir W. Pownley to Sir Haward Grey. —(Received March 9.) 
Re 40. Confidlential,) 


; Tehran, February 16, 1914, 

WITH reference to my despatch No. 292 of the 24th December upon the subject 
of the Karkunan irrigation’ scheme, by which itis proposed to divert the waters of the 
Karan, which rise in the Kul-rang, into the plain of Ispahan, I have the honour to. 
report that, before leaving for Tspohan, Samsances-Sultanch reesived instructions from 
the Minister of the Interior to take all the measures he coitld to wreck the project. 
His (xcellonoy at once télesraphod to his Deputy Governor to take the necessary steps, 
and subsequontly told me that, short of orders from His Majesty’s Government to cease 
his opposition, lis would oppose the schome with all’ his might, even if he had to fight, 
ocauise te wator in question is used for the irrigation of the summer pastures of the 
Baklitiari tribesmon, which would beconie parched and useless wore the waters diverted. 
‘he source, or spring, is situated in the Bakhtiari country, and, even were the water 
Hot 86 valuable as Samsam represented it to be, it would be rather much to expect his 
Exeellonoy to wsreo to w diversion scheme which would damage his own people for the 
solo proiit of his hereditary enemy, the Zil-ce-Sultan, 

Thave, & 
ALTER TOWNLEY. 





[10379] No. 145, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Kdward Grey.—(Received March 9.) 


(No, 41. Confidential.) 
Bit, Pehran, Rebruary 10, LOU 

IN agcordance with the instructions contained in your despatch No. 5 of the 
Sil ultimo, I have the honour to report that I discussed the question. of the sale of 
tho Crown! jewels with M, Korostovetz yosterday afternoon. He explained that, bein 
hut nowly arrived, ho hal not yet hud time to make himself very fully acquainted wit 
the quostion, and usked me to give him my views on the anbject. 

{ replied that the financial situation of Persia is once again a most critical one, 
‘and friling « considerable advance from the two Governments, which I understood to 
be Ont of the question, orn advance from the Société d'Etudes in Gonnection with 
the foan which the Persian Government appear to anticipate will be forthcoming, with 
te application for the option to construct the railway, I was unable to sce where the 
monvy was to'he found. Under such conditions, and in view of the fact that it is most 
dosirable that tho progress commenced should be continued, it seemed to me, I said, 
woll tat we: should advisy the Persian Government to make u sacrifice which would 
‘onablé them to secure funds without sny onerous conditions as to repayment or interest 
by the sale of a valuable, but to Persia usuless, commodity, that brings in nothing and 
runs a daily viel: of deterioration both from natural causes and from the danger that 
litile by little tho pearls and precious stones may mysteriously disappear. 1 added 
thnt 1 hnd:teason to: believe that about 1,0:(0,000L could be realised by the sale of the 
Jewels, and that T had the authority of the 'TreasurerGenoril-for saying that with 
Such sw of money in his postession he could mect all the expenses of the 
administration, with the assistance, of the ordinary revenues of the country, for 
tivo years. It might well be hoped that at the end of that time Persia would. be ina 

much better position to negotiate a loan, should ‘she still require one. T added that 

it had “always. seemed to me that if the two Governments sincerely desired to’ see 
Persia rehabilitated they should urge her to help herself im the manner indicated, 
Painful though the thought of the snorifice snd of the blow such a step would inflict 
upon tha pride of the nation might be at first. M- Poklewsky, I continued, had alwaya 
doprecated the proposal upon what seemed to me the unsound. ground, if we were 
reall if Versia’s welfnre, thut if the Persian Government were once put in 
possession of funds of their own ye should get nothing more out of them in the 

uro Of concessions and the like. 

M. Korostovets at ouce declared that he did not share hia predecessor's view in 
this partionlar, nor that of M.Subline, who bad represonted to him that it was in 
Russia's interest to keep Persia ina crippled financial condition. He expressed 


uy 


himself ss-not opposed to the idea of the ealo of the jewels, provided that it was not 
ound necossary to disposo of the spocially colobrated ones which fon part et hee 
Tegalia in actual uso, and that we could foe!) sure that the money derived trom the eats, 
ould be properly spent. He said that he did_not see how, wo could ask to exoveise 
any control over the expenditure of money acquired by a national sacrifice, and asked 
how we could influence the’ Government to sell the jowels, Ho thought that he could 
remember the caso of somo other country—a European one—selling the Crown jewels 
and was of opinion that it would be easier to persuade the Persians to do so if wo 
sould ets a prevelant 
replied that it appeared to me that things had much changed of Into, and 

although there was bound to be some leakage, L thonght that the Petsinay eae 
if thoy could be inducod fo make the sacrifice, woull drav up a reasonable promrenes 
to ensure the proper and remunorativo expouditurs of the money. It did not appear 
to me, Usaid, that wo eould do more to urge the sale than to advise the Government to 
have recourse to this method, apparently the last that remained to them, of raising 
money, but it was probable that similar advice from both of ws would hitve.« 
considerable effect. 

M. Korostovotz said that he could take no’ action without consulting his. Govern: 
ment, to whom he promised to submit at onco all that I had said to him. 

Thavo, &. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 





(10380) No. 146, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdwoard Grey.—(Received March 91) 


Delran, February V7, 1014, 
I HAVE the he to transmit he ‘ith, th i 
Pera, HAVE the Honour fo tananit herewith to usual monthly summary of ovents in 
Thayo, &o, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 


Enclosure in No. 146, 
Summary of Leents in Persia for the four weeks ending February 17, 1914, 


Tehran, 


‘The Cabinet—The Cabinet is composed as follows :— 


Primo Minisior ms Alwos-Sultaneb. 

Ministor of the Interior, Ajn-od-Dowleh, 
Porvign Affairs <<. Vosstik-od-Dowleb, 
Tuistico Arhivod-Dowloh, 
Finance Kawar-e-Sultaneh, 
War Mustanfiul-Muinalek. 
Publio Works i Mustashared-Dovslel 
Commoreo .,. Ss Momtaxod-Dowleh, 
Education 0) 3) kimeul-Mull 


Bakdwiaris.—After protracted negotiations the khans came to terms regarding the 
Govemorship of Ispahan, but this ywas not achieved until His Majesty's Ministor 
intervened and used the ‘strongest: laugunge to them, Samsam-es-Sultanch Joft for 
Ispabian the 13th February, accompanied by Sardar Jang, who returns to the Bokhtign 
country to resume the duties of ilkhani. ‘Whe ilbegai, or second in command, is Amin 
Jang, who has replaced Morteza Kuli Khan, Sardar Mohtashean has tiot_yet left fon 
Kerman, and is claiming four months! arroars of pay for hia gowurs, a8 well as his own 
salary for the same poriod, from the Troasury. Sardar Zafar ia ‘about to leave for 
Tepalinn on private affairs “Sardar Assad ig Vetter, but does not take part in tribal 
ire. 


‘Pho Medjliss-—Vho elections have contimicd during tho past four weeks, and'it is 
aaa about 20,000 voting papers were issue and about 1,000 retail The 
7 2 
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rosilts have not yet been finally declared, but the counting so far of about 4,500 votes 
ven the following resills:” Motain-ul Mlk, Whteshomces-Soltanch, Mushived: 
jowleh, Haji Sheikli Hussein Yozdi, MustanticalMamalek, Mohtashem-es-Sultaneh, 
Hoji Seyyid Nasvullah, Seyyid Hassan Mudarris, Zoka-ul-Mulk, Haji Agha Shirazi, 
Mirza Mohammed Sadik, Haji Iniam Juma Khoi. If these figures are maintained the 
Democratic elament will he eliminated. So far no attempt las bean made to proceed 
with tho elections in the provinces. 2 

‘Shah's Coronation: On the occasion of tho slasni" on tho birthday of the 
Prophet (13th February) the Regént’s proclamation was read announcing 
Suits ot San Niet Atal ee next birthday, the 21st July, 1914. Tho 
announcement his been received with general satisfaction. = : 

Diplomatic Movements. —M, Korostovetz, the new Russian Minister, arrived at 
Tehran the 27th January, and presented his credentials to the Shah on the 20th. 

‘The ‘Turkish Government have appointed Assem Bey to succeed the present 
‘Turkish Ambassador, Sadr-od-Din Bey. P ; 

Shaukat-ul-Madh and Haghmat-ul-ull—Shavkatul-Mulk, having been appointed 
Governor of Seistan and Kain, loft ‘Tehran on the 22nd January. ‘The following day 
His Majesty's Minister informed Mnshmat-ul-Mulk that if within twenty days he did 
not pay compensation for property looted in Seistan from British subjects while he was 
Fosponelle for the ‘govemorship his arrest would bo insisted upon. Hashmat-a}- 
Mulk was duly arrested on the 12th Februury. 
E ae  G, P, CHURCHILL, 


Oriental Scoretary. 

















Tabriz. 


‘The mew Russian consul-general, M. Olof, arrived at ‘Tabriz. on the 13th 
Fobrunty. ‘The reception was attended with every possible. display, all the Persian 
officials, with a great number of truops, being present. AN! Petwian shops were olosed 
for the oreasion by order—a measure which is wholly unprecedented, even in the ease 
‘of a momber of the reigning family. : a 

‘A Russian commercial weekly paper, the Azerbaijan Listok will appear 
shortly, Teil bo distributed gratis in Tale and large contaes in Azerbaijan aud ta 
trading firms in Russia, Tt will bo the first Russian papor in Persia, 









Reaht, 


Sovoral cases of violence and disorderly behaviour on the part of the Persian 
Cossacks ure reported, ‘The finaneial agent hos eon ordered to form a Municipal 
Dopartment at Resht, 


Meshed. 


‘Tho country is quiet and the roads appear to be safe, Gore for a few robberies 
by sinall gangs and the prosecution of private feuds, ‘An affray has taken place 
botween revenue gendarmes and Baluchis at Chakmak and Aliake over the alleged non- 
payment of rovonuo, In this connection general discontent, owing to the opprossive 
conduct of the revenue gendarmerie, is reported. Complaints from the consulate- 
general have been Heat tie Revenue Department acting independently of the local 

wernment. Herr Pugin, a German commercial agent, arrived from Tehran via 
Atevir one (8 imag ee nee accomplish this, journey. 
Ho is establishing an agency for artificial indigo in Moshed, and intends going on to 
‘Yead by motor, 





Iopahan. 


‘The town and districts are reported quiot, except for a fow minor robberies on the 
Tehran and Ardistan roads, Reat ‘Khan (Jouzani) is giving some trouble in Linjan 
by his plundering expeditions, Cases of Russian. protection being extended. to 
undesirable persons are increasing, sich action making it very dificult. to deal with 
robbers such as Reza Khan, who take refuge in Russian " protected” villages. "The 
Governor, Simsam-es-Sultanch, with Sardar Jang, has loft ‘Tehran for Js No 
further agitation against the former is reported. 
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Yozd, 


The town and districts aro reported quiot aud the roads safe: ‘The caravan trathic 
‘continues to be satisfactory, A somewhat serious robbery of 150 camels by a band of 
fifty men is reported from Anar, while complaints havo been received as to. the 
exactions by the Governor of that place, 


Shiras, 

The situation on the Bushire road is very unéatistectory, ‘Tho gendarmes at tho 
arions posts on the roads aro outnumbered ‘by the local tungfangéhia and the khang 
of Konartakhteb, Borasjun, and Daliki, though. thoy have cousouted to tho oceupation 
of the road and the suppression of “rahdari,"”aro bitterly hostilo to the now régitne 
and would gladly return to thooriginal state of affairs, ‘Tho state of affairs at Kazerum 
is occasioning: considerable anxiety, aid strong roinforeoments for tho gendarmotio 
Save been sot up from Shiraz to that place 

Kavwam-ul-Mull, after encountering considerable difficulties, has dofeatod' Sayyid 
Abdul Hosein, near Darab, and has entered Lar, This success should) exercise an 
important influeneo on the general condition of Eastern Fars-and Lariatan, which for 
some years have been in a state of anarchy dnd virtually independent of tho Central 
Government, ‘The Saulat-ed-Dowleh has boen reconciled with Saulat-es-Sultanoh and 
Sardar Ehtesham, and has sent satisfactory assurances to the Governor-Cenoral 
promising to abstain from intrigues agaiast Kavam-ul-Mulk Heaiy rine have dong 
‘such damage to the gendarmerie block-houses between Shiraz and Kazorun, and the 
will probably have to be renewed in tho spring. ‘Trafic on both roads ie normal, 
though the number of mules plying on the Bushire road is muller tha te asaal wy 
‘season, owing to the prohibitive rates for fodder, 













Seistan, 


The Governor, Shaukat-ul-Mulk, left Tehran for Seistan vit Resht on the 
22nd January; 700 rifles and 160,000 rounds aminunition are being sont vid India for 
his local forces. Minor Baluchi raids are reported, mostly in the neighbourhood of 
Bigjand, "Tho removal of M. Paquot as been decided upon by the ‘regener Ceneral, 
and it is to bo hoped that with his departure tho constant complaints, that have 
boon recently mado against the high-handod action of the rovenuo ailicials will com, 
A largo Afghan caravan from Giriahk is reported. to have disposed of a conaidoratte 
quantity of rice wholesale to a British firm, the traders investing in 160 silos with 
part proceeds before their return, 








Kerman. 


At the beginning of tho month reports were received that various bands of Baluchi 
raider of varying strength were oporiting throughout Narmauhis. They soo ter 
to have collected, and the last reports stata that a largo forco ia threatentnis Damn, tuto 
which people from all tho districts round are flocking. A fores of 130 gendatnios, 
with two machine guns, under a Swedish officer, left for Bam on tho 1dth instant, nud 
Were reported to bo heavily engaged with the Tashkars on the 17th, No dalinite hows 
as to the result of this engogement is yot to hand, but. the position appears to. bo 
somewhat. serious. 

‘There has beon a rubbery at the promises of the, Eagiom Rug and’ ‘Trading 
Company, but otherwise the stato ofthe town and tho country round Kerman ppeate 
to be quiet, 


Kermanshah, 


The Farman Farna has been ordered to take energetic action to restore order on 
tho Kermanshah-KasticShirin road, and hus. boon tarnished. with, funds, the 
Bp from Tehran. ‘The telegraph from Kermanshah to Kaari-Shirin has now 

ind, which is half way to the Inter place, ‘Thy roads aro reported safo 
ani road exactions have ceased, It is reported that the Russian consvlato is extending 
Russian protection to Persian merchants int their private capacities. Colondl Ushake 
is reported to have arrived at Kermanshah in conndotion with the soeme for the 
extension of the Persian Cossack Brigade in the west of Persia. ‘The question of the 
élections for the forthcoming Medjliss are causing a certain amount of interest owing 
to the Farman Farma’s energetic support of possible “ Moderato” candidates, 
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Bushire, 


Mr. J. G. Lorimer, officiating Resident in the Persian Gulf, died on the Sth 
Vobruazy as the result of a revolver accident, 

‘he arrival of Persian troops is baving a good effect in Dashti; 5,000 krans of 
rovenue lag been sent in by the headmen, after no revenue having been collected for a 
consideralile period. 


Bunder Abbas and Lingah, 


Caravans are'daily arriving from and leaving for the interior. The condition of 
the rouds appears to continue satisfactory aud traiiie is brisk. 


Mohammerah. 
lnrce-Persian Frontier Commission, with the exeeption of the second Persian 
commissioner, had arrived at Mohammerah at the end of December, A satisfuctory 
settlement of the Jarrahi land dispute has been arriyed at, the title deeds having been 
now handed over to the Sheikh, 
Ahucaz, 


In spite of the absonce of Sardar Jang from the Bakhtiari country, tho road has 
remained open and caravans have been passing freely, Much snow has fallen on the 


road. 
R.A. STEEL, Major, Military Attaché, 
Telivan, Pebruary 18, 1914. 





(10383) No, 147, 
Sir W, Townley to Sir Rdward Grey.—(Reeeived March 92) 


: Tehran, February 16, 1914, 

THAVE disousséd the question of the varying interests of the Imperial’ Bank of 
Porala and the Banque d'Bscompto during a conversation yesterday and on a provious 
Ogeusion with M. Korostovetz. Ho anid that he was too newly arrived in Persia to bo 
‘ulliciontly up in the question to treat it in all its features, but it appeared to him that 
‘ho age two cardinal questions upon. which it ought tobe possitle to reach an 
Agreement, namely, the right to:import silver for tho Persian Goyerament for minting 
purposes, and the pledging of the revenues of the northern sphere as security for 
moneys adyaneod to the Treasury. M, Korostoveta did not think. that wo could do. 


‘any good hy disoussing the first of these questions, as it was forming the subject of 


tm exchange of views between: tho Governments of London and St. Petersburgh. As 
for the sevond question, he asked me to use -my good offices in order to induce the 
Imiperiil Bank not to nitko any opposition to M. Mornard’s entering into arrangemonts 
with the Russian Bank which would entail the revenues of the north being pledged 
Au security, and consequently being paid’ into the Russian Bank instoad of into the 
Tinpevial Bank as at present, -M. Korostovote took occasion to assure me that. the 
business methods of the bank are to be thoroughly overhauled, and that in the futuro 
the Treastiter-Goneral will have no cause to complain of harsh treatment, 

Troplied that L was extremely glad to hear that there was to be a ebange for the 
botter in this direction. T pointed out tat it would be much better for all concemed 
if the tivo institutions could carry on business in a spirit of legitimate rivalry withoat 
endeavouring to ontdo each other, said thathe would always find me anxious and 
willing to nskist in every way in my power to bring abouta more satisfactory stato of 
affains, whilst it was obvious that it would be greatly to/M. Mornard’s advantage to 
have two banks with which ho could do business on fair terms. I added that it 
would appear from Mr. O'Beimo's report of @ conversation ho bad with M. Kokovisof 
that there must. be some misunderstanding as to the nature of the agreement under 
which the maliat collected in the northern provinces should be deposited in the 
keopiig of tho Banque d’Escompte. M: Mornard had made an agreement 10 that 
cffect with the Russian Bank for one year, which terminated on the 21st March last, in 
totum’ for which he was allowed to have a running overdraft of 200,000 tomins: 
M, Momard had found the conditions of this agresment so unsatisfactory that he had 
peid off (he.sum owing and bad not renewed his agreoment. He was then at liberty 
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vanced on such properties. 
lied that the 


loed merely @ 
ian eubjeot or 


Thave, &e, 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 





(10886) No. 148. 
yo) Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdward Grey—(Reeeived Mareh 9.) 


7 OEY tlggrann No; 25 atthe SButg dalcusdouroowal auraaga) 
legram No. 25 of the 25th January reported tho departure of Shaukateule 
Mulk for Seistan and Kain, and outlined tho measures I proposed to take agatant Ia 
Bephew: Hashimatul-Mulk in order to punish him for his past misdedds, aud to roover 
tho claims of British merchants and others against him. In your telegram Nos 20 of 
the 27th January you were good enough to approve iy action in the matter 
Tn conformity with your wishes, I brought some pressure to bear on the Persian 
Government last summer, in order to put an end 0 thd unsatistuclory state of aftaice 
which hind existed in Scistan for eo miany years, due entirely, aocording to, the reports 
of successive consular officers, to the bad behaviour of Hashinat-ul-ulle “At that tine 
the Governor of Soistan was ‘nominally Hissam-ed-Dowleh, who is Hashmatul-Mulk's 
[ps7] 21 
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father. ‘The Acting Govertior of Seiston was Mohammed Reza Khan, another of 
Hissnm-éd-Dowleh’s sons, against whom I have no complaints to. make, Princo 
Ain-ed:Dowleh, who was then, as riow, Minister of the Interior, received my representa 
tions ina moat friendly spirit, and tundertook to bring Haslimat-al-Mulk to ‘Tehran, 
Duy he thought that the only way to attain this end would be to summon the father, 
Hissam-ed-Dowleh, and the uncle, Shaukat-ul-Mulk, to Tehran aswell. Twould remind. 
‘you, Sir, that Shaukatul-Mulk, who has for many years been Governor of Kain, has 
consistently shown the most friendly, disposition towards us, and that one of the 
Bracipal counts of the charges oguist Hashmatul-Mill was that of instigating 

lueh raids into the Kainat with tho object of damaging Shaukatul-Mulk in our 
eyes, and of course incidentally sharing in the profits of his plundering followers. I 

jrefore made it, clear to Ain-od-Dowleh that if all threo were summoned to Tehran 
‘Shaukatul-Mulk should not suffer thereby, 

‘Ain-ed-Dowleh’s summons did not receive a ready response, but Shaukst-ul-Mull, 
haying received promises of support. from me, was the first to start for tho capital in 
September, and Hashmatul-Mulk followed. shortly afterwards,  Hissam-od-Dowlel 
pleading ago and infirmity was allowed to remain, 

‘Whon Shaukat-ul-Mulk orrived in Tehran T teoated him with marked cordiality, 
nd assisted him with the Persian Government in dealing with: the various points he 
had to raise relating to his Governorship, ‘Those negotiations culminated in the 
Soparation of Seistan gnd Kain from Khorassan and the appointment of Shaulat-ul- 
Mull to the independent Govornorship of both places. A variety of ruinor though 
‘equally important quostions arose duting the threo and a half months Shaukat-ul-Mulke 
reinained at Tehran, He wanted to raiso an efféctive force both in Soistan and Kain; 
he required arms and simmunition, but above all he desired to define his relations with 
the Treasury. All these questions wore eventually settled to the satisfaction of all 

ation. 

PHAN tho same tito Showkat-u-Molk desired to rid himself of o long-standing 
diapute with @ female relative who had married Yamin-i-Nizam, whose name will be 
associntod with Colonel MacMahon’s Perso-Afghan Water Commission. Yamin-i-Nizam, 
wwho resides at ‘Vehran, is a dangerous individual, and closely .associated with 
Hashmat-ul-Mulk, When both sides to the dispute offered to refer the questions at 
idsuo to the arbitration of Mr, Churchill, my oriental sccrotary, I authorised him to 
uundortako the task, It turnod out to be of a highly technical nature relating to large 
extates intKain loft by will in the form of “ VakF” or religious endowment, With the 
aid of high, clerical authority Mr, Oburchill investigated the matter, and eventually 
gavo his verdict in favour of Shawkat-ul-Mulk, thus disposing of an extremely trouble- 
some question which the Courts at Tehran had been unable to settle. 

Hashmat-ulMulk, after endeavouring by all means in his power to evade the 
summons of the Minister of the Interior, eventually reached ‘Toran, and at onco placed 
himwolf under the titeloge of Yamin-i-Nizam, He called upon mo with Shaukat-ul- 
Mulk and T took the opportunity of telling him how seriously His Majesty's Govern- 
mont had cause to complain of his behaviour, T told him that British claims against 

im amounted to over 26,000. tomans (ahont 4,0001,), and. that: he would have to pay 
this sum, Hv showed no inclination to pay this claim, and though he was not actually 
defiant T found that he had appealed to tho Russian Legation for protection and 
support, I attribute this attitude on his part Ingely. to tho influence Of Yamin-r 
Nizam, who appealed in vain to M. Sabline on his behalf. 

T would have proceeded to take stronger action against him at otice but for 
Shaukat-ulMull’s; request that I should defer moving, until after his own departure 
from Tehran, Shaukstul-Mulk left. on the 22nd January, and the following day I 
sent Hashmat-ulMulk a strongly-worded messago demanding the payment of 
26,002 tomans and 9 krans as compensation for British losses sustained while he was 
Fespousible for the Govemorship of Seistan, and) enclosing, together with a detailed 
ist of the claims, un abstract of various reports from Flis Majesty's cousular officors 
rocounting the misdeeds of which ho had been guilty. My message gave him twenty 
ays in which to settle the British claim, failing which 1 would demand his arrest. 
‘Phe Ministors of the Interior aud Foreign Affairs wore informed of my action. 
‘Hashinat-ul-Mulk appealed ng usual to the Russian Legation and was again disappointed, 
‘On the 124) instant ho was duly arrested, nnd is now detained in one of the rooms of 
the Ministry of tke Interior, where ho ses his friends, but is not allowed to go out, 
‘MThis'form of arrost is of course extremely mild, and if necessary T shall see that his 
confinement is more strict. In the meantime, a very necessary lesson is being 
inflicted on this extromely foolish, misguided young man, and I hope that it will deter 
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giters in the Brit sone, and pezhaps even in, the neutral zon, from axy fhbare 
inclination to treat His Majesty's Goverment with the contempt which has marked 
Hpshmat-ul-Mulk’s eareer during, the last seven or eight years. ae 
Before concluding this despatch T desire to bring to. your notice, Sir, the sense of 
any high appreciation of Prince Ain-ed-Dowleh’ attitude throughout these proceedings, 


WALTER TOWNEBY. 


Thaye, 





{10389} No. 149, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdveard Groy.—{Received March 9.) 


z Telran, Pebruary 18, 1014, 

WITH referenco to my despatch No, 239 of the 29th October last, transmitting w 
tranélation of Muin-ut-Tujjar’s “concession of the §th Soptember, 1913, now have 
the honour to transmit a French translation, supplied by, the. Mreasurer-General to 
Mr Maclean, of tho sgremont between Muin-nt-Pujjar and tho Ministry of Public 
Works, dated tho 21st December, 1911, containing twelve articles, hans 

T would refer you in this connection to Sir G, Barclay’s despatch No, 238'of the 
4th December, 1911, transmitting translation of a Bill passed by the Modjliss on the 
Znd November, 1911. Article 8 of this, Bill declared that an agreement will 
subsequently be drawn up between Muin-ut-Tujjar and the Ministry of Public Works, 
and the enclosed document is a translation of tho agreement in question, 

Thaye, &c, 
WALTER ‘TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure in No, 149, 


a Agreomient dated December 21, 1911, 

(Uraduction.) 
ENTRE le Ministre des ‘Travaux publios, dune part et Hadj Agha Mohammed 

Mouin-ot-Todjar do Bouchir, de autre, conformément 4 Varrangomont. concernant 


Vexploitation de Voxydo de fer de Vile d’Ormuy, comprenant huit articles et approuvé 
par le Parlement, il a été convent ce qui suit 


Article 1s. Le Gouvernement eddo \ Hadj Mouin-ot/Todjar la ming doxyde do fer 
de I'l d'Ormux pour uno) durée de dix ans, prenant cours depuis Yo 1" hamal itt, 
1328; sous condition que lo prinommé observe serupulousement les engagements 
fite,on. vertu dun secord séparé, par Yox-Cabinet des Ministres, an 16 ailghideh, 
1328, vis-i-vis de MM Striok, jusqu’d Vexpixation de cot accord, dont In durée ost 
do cing années solaires, Si lo prinommé Hadj agit contrairemont atx dispositions de 
Yaccord précité et quie son agissement oecasionne certains projudices an Gouyorne- 
‘mont, le susdit: Haj sora tenu do répondre do touts eos prijudices. 

Art. 2. Pour toute quantité oxosiant les 19,000 tonnes oxyde do fer appartenant 

4 Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar, dont le stock a été achets par Je Gouveraoment et que manda 
4 6t6 donné an prénommé Hadj de prendre 4,001, sur lo prix de 11,204 tonnes de 0 
minéral, lo Gouvernement s'enzage & vorser & Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar les 15 pour cent 
du prix, i titra de frais dexploitation de Yoxyde qui, selon Yacoord, dott dtro délivrée 

MAL Strick jusqu’d concurrence de'30,000 tonnes, 

sell ts tonto, convenn que fad} Mouinat‘Todjar paler ax Gonvorneinent, 
raison de 424s, Is tonno, le prix de tonto quantité d’oxyile qui serait néceasaire. pour 
scompléter lo chiffro de 13,000 tonnes ; mais, qu'il ne touchera rien du chef du prix de 
Ya quantité qui dépassorait les 13,000 tonnes. 

1, Ath 3: Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar s'engage A payer an Gouvernement. jusqu’d 
Véoliéance de 1a durée de Vaccord de MM, Strick, lo restaut- da prix de Voxyde de fer 
acheté par MM. Striok, déduetion faite do la quantité da 18,000 tonnes, 

Dans Io cas de-non-payement des termes de ce prix, le Gonvertiement aura lo droit 
de résilior cet arrangement, 

Act 4 Si avant Wexpiration ‘de Yaccord passé optre le Gouverninent ot 
MM. Strick, soit pendant Ia durée des) cing premibres années, Hadj Mouin-ot-odjar 
vend, apris la livraison et & part des 30,000 tonnes vendues 4 MM Strick, nne quantité 
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oxyde queleonque-’ MMF, Strick, ow autre, il devra en payer, les 75 pour cent du prix 
au Gouvernement. 

Art, 5. Les 75 pour cent de Po 
Hexpiration du délai do Vacoord de MM. Strick, appartiendront aw Gouvernement, et 
les 25 pour contd Hadj Monin-etTodjar du chet des frais et d'indemnité. 

Art. 6, Toutes les opérations que Hadj Monin-ot-Todjar fera vis-’-vis des 
Particuliers au sujet de Yoxyde de fer devront étre avec information du Gouverne- 
ment, 

Art. 7. Toute quantité d’oxyde exploitée ot emmagasinée par Hadj Mouin-et- 
Todjar, daus Io cours des dix ans, en plus de la quantité vendue, appartiendra au 
Gouvernement. 

Art. 8. Hadj Mouin-ct-Todjar s'engage & payer au Ministre dea Travaux 
publics, 4 Ta fin de chaque mois, une. somme de 8502. du chef de Yoxyde de fer 
exports, & partir du 1" hamal itil jusqu’a fin houtte bars-il 1332; le montant 
des sommes dues au Gouvernement sera caloulé, 4 la fin de la période de douze 
mois, d'prés les documents concernant les ventes successives faites ‘par Hadj Mouin- 
et-Todjar pendant cette période, Si ln sommo de’ 10,2001, que Hadj Monin-et-Podjar 
yersera au Gouvernement dans le courant des douze mois sera moiudre que In 
85 pour cent des produits de vento doxydo devant dtre fournis au Gouvernement, 
Ig restant de la sommo due it co dernior dovra Ini étre payé A la fin du douzitme 
mois; muis dans le eas que cette somme dépassera le montant de la somme due 
tu Geuvomement, l'exoédent sora porté aux comptes du chef des termes des paye-, 
ments do année suivante. 

Tl a Gt6 dgalement convenn que le restant du prix des 13,000 tonnes d’oxyde 
do Hadj Mouimot-Todjar vera déduit du montant dee poyenients qui soront dus au 
Gouverhement partir de la signature du présent arrangement. La mode de 
payomont dos tormes dus par Mouin-ot-Todjar dans la periode des cing dernitzes 
aunges sera conforme A ce qui précéde; mais le montant du payement mensuel que 
Hadj Mouin-ot-Todjar doit effectuer au Gouvernement sera déterminé an commence- 
ment de la seconde période de cing, ans, 

Art. 0. Outro Pengagement que vest fait Hadj Mouin-ct-Todjar suivant Vesprit 
do Varticlo 6 ci-dovant, Je prouommé s‘enguge aussi & se procurer Yautorisation du 
Ministixy des ‘Travawx publics en ce qui concerne toutes les questions de traus- 
thission ow transfert du présent arrangement, 

Art, 10. Toutes los fois que le Ministtre dos ‘Travaux publics désirera char 
rovisoitement ou d'une ninnidro, permanente ges agents d'examiner et de oontxiler 
exploitation ot I'exportation de Voxyde, Hadj Mouin-et-Todjar se chargera de donner 
Tes instructions néeoasaires i sos agents etreprdsentants pour aceorder ide ot assistance 
ave igorita du susdit Ministre. 

Art, 11. ‘Tous les firmans et documents concernant Yoxyde de fer® que Hadj 
Mouiet-Todjar outro ses mains sont considénés come aus et le Minitie des 
‘Veavaux publics no reconnait valable quo le présent arrangement, en ayant soin d'agir 
enyers lo pronommé Hadj conforméinent aux onze articles ei-devant. 

Art, 12, Lo quantité doxyde de for oxportée de Tilo d'Ormuz ainsi que la 
quantité oxyde de Hadj Mouin-ot“Todjar mientionnée dans Varticle 2 ci-haut; le 
niontant de la somme versée au Gouvernement ; le moniant des termes de payement de 
Ja domme de 24,0000, qui, selon Pordonnance dw Miniatére des Finances, doit étre versée 
‘4 Hudj Monin-ot-Podjurs tes frais offectués par I'Administration des Douanes pour 
nouvelle exploitation de Poxyde, & raison do 15 pour cent et, enfin, tous ces comptes 
devant étro exictoment vt minuticusement fixés ‘et détermings—il a été. conven que 
1s clauses concernant le présont articlo seront préparées apres la désignation de ce qui 
préctde of annexées, & T'éehéanco, au préseut arrangement. 


arrangement fait entre le Ministre des Travaux publies ot le sieur Hadj Mouin- 
et-Todjar de Bouchir comprenant douzearticles, dont sopt (de 1" 7) ont 66 approuvés 
put le Puriocent eb cg autzos eloutds par Te Minlaltve pefayoeld eonformarent aie 
Aispositions des. sept. promiers articles, vst. complitement exact: il est fait en double 
expédition suivant approbation du Parlement, on date du 20 zilhadj, 1329 
21 décorbre, 1911). 

Te Ministdro des Travaux publics, 
MOCHIR-ED-DOWLEH (HASSAN), 
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(20390) ‘No. 150. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdioard Grey —{Received March 9.) 
@Wo..52. Very Confidential. 
ae ) 


7 k Tehran, February 18, 1914. 

THAD a conversation with the new Russian Minister last Sunday ted the subject: 
of the proposed. ‘Trans-Persian Railway. I found M, Korostovetz very ill-supplied with 
the latest information about the doings of the Société d’Etudes. He had apparently not 
Jboen told that it is now proposed that the demand for an option isto be presonted by 
the société, instead of by the two legutions, aa was the original intention: and he het 
no knowledge of the proposal that, as soon as the option has been secured, a joint 
commission shall proceed to study the alternative routes south of Ispahan, with @ view: 
to arriving st a deci ion as to which route shall be finally adopted. 

_Lexplaiued the situation to him, and told him that. had veavon to believe that, iu 
addition toa request for financial assistance which will be made to the société when the 

juest for the option is presented, the Persian Government’ is likely to raise some 
objection to what would appear to be the present intention, namely, to, construct the 
line as it were in two or three sections, the Russian group having the ‘predominant 
{terest in the northern zone, the middle zone being equally divided batwann the three 

and tho British group having the predominant intereat in the southern sone, 
formed the above iinpression froma recent conversation which I had with {he 

Regent, who is kept extremely wellposted in all the doingy in Pasis of the Socks 
d'Riudes by the Persian Minister in the Mrench capital, His Highness on the above 
amentioned oceasion sad that it would not be at all patisfactory to Paria to fel that the 
gone of interest were fo be accentuated in the construction of 4 suilwayavhich they had 
hoped to see built npon genuine international principles. He expromsed. bis goat 
surprise that His Majesty's Goverament should hve, not only ageood to this lan, 
Dut possibly originated it, because it appeared to him diametnieally opposed te th 
Ano interest of Great Britain in Persia, jn tha it would allow tho noua gone to com 
ander the influenco of Russia, doubled by France, ina manner which woul sarve to 
dispel the Belief that, despite the fact that that ‘part. of Poreia in which her chick 
fnterosts aro situated Was left neutral by the terms of tho Anglo-Russtan Convention, 
‘ho still maintains a paramount inffuenco in that region, 
ia wi esens who ia very sansh auppotarof hn Angle uianmaderaading 
in whieh he sees the only possible chanse for Poreia'swalvation, because ander i His 
Majesty's Government aro ablo to address ‘tiondly romonstrances, tothe Russia 
Government, often speaks mom like an Englishman thon a. Porsion, Ga the oesasiou 
alluded to, his Highness spoke moat earnealy in the seuse that His Majesty's Covera, 
meat ought t0 take vorious steps to. protect Drtich intersta in the eovhern 
9f the neutral ono, which are, in i opinion, gravely threatened. by the, signdy 
Peactration soutlvards of Russian influone, He ciued the situation, at Iapuhan 
Seated by the. Z's propertiee ‘having een practically paced under. Ieaian 
protection hy being administered by the diseotor of the Russian Bank, and pomled 
Out hak theo re evident signs tt sndlar method fr gbtning Heian etl 
over villages to the south of Ispaban is being adopted, His Highness considered 
that it is absolutely necessary for His Majesty's Goverament. to protect the intoreats 
of British subjects by coming to an arraugement with Ruesta and the Porn 
Government, under which q railway from Bunder Abbas to Shiraz and from thence 
Yo Mohamimerah will bo roserved for British capital Such « bulwark would ho 
thought, do much to sorve as a zing feneo against Hussian penobation. His Hightoes 
appear to be filly aware ofthe objectins enterained i India 40 tho lino passing 
through Kerinan and on to Chahar, Ho eaid that of cours Hin Majoay's Government 
are te ad judaes of ine in eis ‘truest interest, nian it seemed to him that very 
sana tisk to Tndia would be ron by agreeing to the line running through Kennan, 
rathor than Shiraz, whilst he was couvinced that it would-be much in our intorest 
in Persia that it should do so. He thought that, as tho Russians soem to attach grat 
importance fo the Tine suing through Kenmad, Tis Majesty's Government would do 
veel to miske them a gracious concession inthis divwotin, ta roturh for Which Hie 
eeu might be secured to a British line from Bunder Abbas to. Mohainmerah, 
Sit Shires, 

‘His Highness asked that our conversation. might be considered. as strictly confidential, 
‘Ti.was evident that the Regent was sincerely desirous in avhat he said of putting before 
His Majesty's Government what he considers to be a policy best suited to assist and 

[1667] 2K 
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protect British interests in South Porsia. I would respectfully venture to add that I 
Tost heartily concur in the views expressed by the Regent. We are perhaps justified 
jn sitting still whilat Russia carries out, under cover of the Anglo-Russian Convention, 

Sablino has defined as “peaceful penetration under arms” in Azerbaijan, but 

fon appears to mo somewhat different when that "peaceful penetration” ie 
carried into.a region in which British interests have long been paramount, by the 
old-fashioned Russian dodge of extending protection to: persons who can lay no sort 
‘of-claim to,it, 

Thave, &o. 
WALTER TOWNLEY, 





{10391] No. 151. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Received Marth 9.) 


(No, 63. Confidential.) 
Sir, Tehran, February 18,1914. 

T HAVE the honour to transmit to you herewith copy of a despatch which I 
Have received from the acting consul-gensral at Ispahin upon the subject of the 
increasing activity of tho members of the Russian oonsnate and Bank, ‘The affair 
‘of the camel alluded to by Mr, Bristow is 6 question of purely local interest, with 
which I need not trouble you, Sir, although it arose out of the fact that, Russian 
protection having beon accorded to. the village to which one of the parties belonged, 
the usual channel by which a sottloment of the case could be sought: was closed. 
‘Whe remainder of the despatch speaks for itself, and xeveals the state of affairs 
which is created: by the wholesale extension of Russian protection to Persian villages 
which is now going on in the neighbourhood of Ispalian. Since the receipt of 
Mr. Bristow's enclosed despatch, ho has roported that ten other villagesin the district 
‘of Quinishish have beon leasod to Russians, through third persons, and he has told me 
ina private letter that a: Persian representative of w British firm, to whom measure 
‘of business protection has been accorded by the consulate, under instructions, has 
hoon approached by tho'Russian consulate with a view to his giving an assurance that 
hha would no longer continue to import British, goods into Tspahan, but would turn his 
attention solely to the importation of Russian wares. A threat accompanied the 
friondly overttire to the effoot that if he did not comply, it would he the worse 
for him. 

T haye brought these matters to the notice of M. Korostowetz, but he did not 
appear to consider that he could take any steps in the direction of changing what 
‘appeared to bo along established practice, though he promised to make an_enquit 
OE the consul at Tapaban about tho reported Nireat used to an, importer of Brit 

vis, a stop which will probably make the man's position most uncomfortable. 

Ml. Korostowotz again took occasion, when I spoke to him abont what is going on-in 
Tepahan, to ayy. that it was a further proof that the neutral zone is & mistake, since, 
4f/msintainod, i iy bound to lead to diioutin betwenn our to Togations. 
have, Re. 
WALTER TOWNLEY. 


Enolosure in No. 151. 
Acting Consil-Genoral Bristow to Sir W. Townley. 


(No. 2 Confidential.) 
Sir, Tapahan, January 27, 1914, 

I FEEL it my duty‘to inform your Excellency that reports are continually being 
brought to-mo respecting the increasing activity of the members of the Russian 
cpusulato and Bank in Tspahan. Tt seems now to be taken for granted that neither 
the Governor nor his deputies can exert any power whatever in either the Zil’s villages 
for in those of his sister Banu Osma or her sons. ‘Tho affair of the robbery of a camel 
holonging to a British Indion subject (as reported. in mp immedistely preceding 
Aespatch) is case in point, the inability of the Acting Governor to take adequate 
steps agaiiét Reza Khan Joozanl owing to hi fllowere taking rofoge in the As 
villages, is another, 
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Again, two days ago, I was informed that.M. Karabedof, the Russian agent it 
-charge of Bann Osma’s properties, had rented a certain village on the way to Qimisheh, 
named Poodeh. The Acting Governor had occasion to send three of his agents there 
to arrest certain robbers; immediately on hearing this news the Russian consul sent 
orders that theso agents wore to Be removed, og tho village was, undr, Russian 
protection, Although the Russian consulate zaay be able t dated ile action in each 
particular case, I cannot but think that these: methods, if persisted in, will result, in 
the greater part of this district bovoming undor the thimb of the Russian consulate, 
and that the Governor of Ispahan will soon find himself little more than a cypher in 
the hands of the Russian consul. 

Reports also reach me that tho Ruséian consul, chrough ‘his agont here, ia 
endeavouring to get hold of the merchants, big aud small, in tho town. Iu exchange 
for rogistoring them at the Russian consulate and giving them papers of protection, 
it is expected that they will undertake to import none but Russian goods into Ispahan. 
My information on this subject is necessarily vague, but T will wateh the. matter 
carefully, and, should I succeed in obtaining fuller information, I will not. fail to report 
to your Excellency. 

Thave, &, 
iB, BRISTOW. 





{9158} No. 152. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived March 2,) 
(No. 56,) 
Sir, Tehran, Rebruary 19, 1914, 
WITH reference to. my telegram No, 52 of to-day's date, T havo the, Honour to 
forward to you herewith copy of the aide-mémoire which I handed to tho Persian 
Government on the 20th November last, inviting their accoptanco of the right of tho 
coiaunanou: Whe ito Tn formed for tho nigrovarsoat oF tia: Ba tislArab Colavy 
dues on Porsian vessels in those waters, [also enclose copy ofa lotter which T havo 
riow received from the Minister for Foreiga Affairs, giving cover to a noto dated the 
18th February, formally recognising the right of the commission in this respect, 
Thavo, &e, 
~~ WAUPER TOWNLEY. 


Enclosure 1 in No, 152, 
Memorandum communicated to Persian Government by Sir W. Townley. 


HIS Britannio Majesty's Minister duly eommunicatad to His Majesty’, Pencil 
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs the proviso mado in, the note frou’ the Persian 
Government of the 17th instant, aecopting the arrangement rospesting the delimitation 
of the 'Tureo-Persian frontier at Coustantinople, in which the Imperial Goyernmont 
nmisintaiited their right to navigate the waters of the Shatt-cl-Arab asin tho past, 

Sir W. ‘Townley is informed by Sir E. Grey that there has uover been any 
intention to interfere with frosdom of navigation onthe Shatt-el-Arab, He is to add 
that it is the intontion of the Turkish Govorument to foria a special commission for the 
purpose of improving the navigation of the Shutt-el-Arwb, In order to meot the 
expenses that will be incurred on account of these operations, Sir B, Grey is, convinced 
thut the Persian Government will agree to tha levy of duos on their shipping ton 
for services rendered, as distinot from the mere fact of navigation, Such duc will 
Timited to a maximum amount, will be levied impartially on the shipping of all countries, 
and are indispensable to mect: the cost of the work thit must be tndertoken if the 
river is to be adapted to the developments of modern shippiug. ‘Tho Imperial Govern- 
ment will readily realise the enormous benefit that is likely: to accrue to Porsin trom 
such developments of the navigation of the Shatt-el-Arab, 

Sir W, Townley is also instructed to point out to thé Iinperial Government that 
the wording of the Treaty of Erzeroum implies that the frontier did not formurly follow. 
the mid-channel line, and that this contention is confirmed by the recommendation! of 
the mediating commissioners of 1850, 


Tehran, November 20,1913, 
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Enclosure 2 in No. 152. 
Vosauik-ed-Dowleh to Sir W. Townley. 


‘Mon cher Ministre, Ténéran, le 18 fécrier, 1914 
EN faisunt parvenir sons ce pli AvotreExcellencsla note qui a trait’ la Commission: 
du Chatt:cl-Arabe, je m'empresse de lui faire part que la note en question vient d’étre 
rematie et renouvelée; elle correspond parfaitement ou texte frangais que vous aviez- 
Tien youlu me remottre et dont elle n'est qu'une traduction littérale. 
Veuilles, &e 
YOSSOUGH-ED-DOWLEH. 


Enclosure 3 in No. 19 
Note communicated by Vossuk-ed-Dowleh. 


BN so niférant A Toide-mémoire du Ministre de Sa Majesté britannique en dato 
4u.20 novembre, 1919, et ses communications en date postéricure, le Gouvernement 
do Sa Majesté le Schnh, tout on réservant, ses droits de liberté de navigation sur le 
Chatt-cl-Arabo tele qu'ils sont definis & Varticle 2 du Traits d’Erzeroum de 1848, recon- 
nit on tant quill vagit do batiments persans Te droit de Ia commission & établir pour 
fAamélioror les ccmditions de la navigation du Chatt, do. prélover lea droits, taxes, ow 
charges nGcessnires pour couvrir les dépenses des’ travaux et. services adminiateés 
ar elle, 
Par Toutefois, le Gouvernement de Sa Mujesté le Schub entend que le produit de tels 
Aroits ne dépassera pas Ja somme nécessaire pour atteindre le but ci-baut mentionné, 
¥ compris les frais généraux d’udministration do Ia commission, et Io produit y- sera 
dxclisivenent alfgols. ‘Tout excddent devra stre utilisé A Ia réduction des droits, 
To taux de ces droits no dépassera dans aucun eas 1 fr. par tonne nette de navigation. 

‘Nucun droie, taxe ou chorgo bosé. sur ie fait aeul de la navigation no sera prélovs 
war Ja commission sur lex, bitiments ou marchandiscs dans lo Chatt-cl-Arab A moins 
Gotro poryu en réimunération de gervious rondus, ee 

‘out droit ou charge imposs par Ia Commission sora prélové impartialoment ot 
équitabloment de tout batimont (exception faite de ceux qui, sont. exolusivement 
allestés 11a, navigation fluvial), quels que, solent le. port Gorigine, de destination et 
Ue départ, le pavillon et Varmateur, la natiooalité ow le propristaire du. chargement. 
‘Do memo, il uo sera fuit aucune distinction, on matidre des facilites & accorder, ni entro 
Jeu bitiinents par rapport & leur puvillon, & leur armateur ou A leur port de départ, ou 
de doatinntion, ni entre les matchandises par rapport & leur nattoualité ou A lour 
propridtairo. 





(10331) No. 153. 


Sir G. Buchanan to Sir Bdward Grey —(Received March 9.) 
(No, 58.) 
St, Petersburgh, Marchi 4, 1014. 

1" is clear from the Russian aide-mémoire of which o translation was enclosed in 
iny despatch No, SI of the 27th ultimo that, should the request for tho option be 
fariher delayed, the Russian Government will regurd the original gchome of a trans- 
Persian railway a9 delinitely abandoned, and will proceed with the formation of a 
now company for the construction of Russian railivays in the Russian and: neutral 
zones, 

So far a8 Tam aware, His Majesty’s Government are not likely to oppose the 
jmmedinte request for an option for the iholo line, provided that its eventual 
‘aligument in the south is left open and not actually specified. 1 trust, therefore, that 
itimty be posible for the Société d'Etudes fo apply at once for the option. in the 
jnanner proposed and ‘for the three groups, of which it is composed, to continue to 
work together, even should the scope of their enterprise be restricted for the present 
{o miiliyay construction in the Russian zone. It would, however, I think, tend to 
promote a better understanding between the two. Governments were it possible to 
Arrive at some compromise with regard to the direction which the alignment should 
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eventually follow in the soath ‘Their views on the gubject are at present diametrically” 
opposed; as while His Majesty's Government advocato an aligument vit: Tspaban, 

mz, and Bunder Abbas, the Russian Government are strongly in favour of the more 
direct route vid Yezd, Kerman, and Chahbar. The latter is yotoed by His Majesty's 
Government, who insist. on securing, Certain strategic safeguards with regard to the 
pute by which the lie is to approach dh Indien fronts Mile tho former ie declared 
by the Russian Government to be absolutely unacceptable, because it would nob only: 
deprive the projected railway of its original character of a direct trausit route betweon 
Tndia and Europe vid Russis, but would also. bring it into dangerous proximity to the 
Bagdad 'systom. For all practical purposes, therefore, these two routes are virtually 
climinated, as neither Government is ever likely to. modify its attitude of declare 
hostility to one or other of them. Under these circumstances it syould be unreasonable 
to expect the Société d’Etmdes to go to the expense of survoying two routes, which 
they know beforehand are certain to be vetoed by either England or Russia, ‘he more: 
ational procedure would seem to. be for the two Goveraments: to endeavour to arrive: 
at an understanding as to the area within which the eventual alignment could be 
located without heing foroiloomed to bevetood on one side or the otler. Tho survey: 
to be undertaken would then be confined to this area, which by the natural fores. of 
circumstances would be of restricted dimensions. 

‘ho Russians are determined, with 'or without our co-operation, gradually to 
‘construct « railway from Astara to Tehran and Yezd ; and if the original schemo of a 
transit railway across Persia is ever realised, this is the route which it is bound to- 
follow. ‘They can, moreoser, in spite of anything which we may do or say, extend 
lat railway to Kerman. ‘This fact seoins now to be generally recognised: and tho: 
Indian Government liave apparently withdrawn the veto. which’ thoy originally placed 
on the aligament being carried ne tar cast aa Kerman, Sinbe, inoredver; His Rajni 
Government will never consent to-a terminal port to the east of Bunder Abbas, the 
fuvarealignnent must bo vought for in th country lying babyoan Yor and Ct port 
fs 1 had the honour to report, in my telegram No, 28 of the 290 January, 
ML. Zroguintsef informed mo tliat there wero many natural diffioulties in tho way of the 
construction of a railway botwoen Yozd and Kerman, and that it'might be possible for 
the Russian group to consent to an aligument running, direct.to-Bunder Abbas at somo 
distance to the south-wost of Kerman. ‘Though in speaking thus M. Zvoguintsof was 
but expressing his porsonal opinion, and though M, Sazonot strongly disapproved of 
such an alignment on the ground that it, would serve to carry ovix seteborny goods to 
the nortli of Persia, it lins ovidently:beon under consideration by the Russian group, 
From the point of viow of the Indian Government it; is open to no» stratogical 
objections; and, as it ix not very much longer than the Yoxd-Kerman-Chahban 
slignment, it does not, like the Ispahan-Shiraz route, expose us te tho charge of 
dopriving'the projected srme-Porsan raiay ofits original charactor of transit 

ilway between Hurope and India, I would thorefora veuturo to submit that, im 
agrecing to tho request for an option without a precise specification of tho: routhorm: 
route, we should suggest vo the Russian Government that both the, Kerman-Chalsbar 
and the Ispahan-Shiraz routes should be admitied to be unacceptable, and that: the 
work of survey should bo restricted to ascertaining the most direct and practical 
alignment between Youd und Bunder Abbas. Our position would thon be « much 
stronger one than it is at present, as we could point out, that, In order to meet the 
wishes of the Russian Govorament we were abandoning tho alignment which we 
considored the most advantageous to British trade and wero consenting to one which 
would fulfil all the requirements of a diroct transit railway between Indin and Burope. 
Should tlie fear of seeing British goods competing with’ Russian goods in north Persia 
induce the Russian Government to oppose the idea of a direct railway betweom Yezd 
and Bundor Abbas, the respousibility of the breakdown of the trans-Perwian railway 
scheme would rest with them and not with us. 

It is, L think, very important ata, moment like the present, when’ thore aro 60 
many, questions connected with Mongolia, Thibet, the neutral zone, ond north Persia 
avvaiting discussion, that we should not Jay ourselves open to the suspicion of wishing 
toiwreck a'schemo which the Russian Government las’ so-warmly espoused. Krom a 
remark recently inude to me by M. Poklewsky, there would scem ta be some rekon to hope 
that the Russian Government would be more disposed’ to meet our wishes with) sogurd 
to Thibet were wo to adopt a more conciliatory: attitude) towards: the trans-Persion 
railway’ scheme. Whether this be'tho case or not, the questions-enumerated above 
fae all so intimately connected, that I should personally prefer to have to discuss them. 
simultaneously with the Russinn Government than have to deal with theuc separately. 
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n'a conversation which Thad with M, Sazonof yesterday, his Excellency referred to 
the proposal which he had made last spring for a revision of our agreement with 
yegard to the neutral zone, and expressed his readiness to make us considerable 
concessions in that quarter, though Ido not for a moment believe that he is ready to 
(0 a8 far as M, Korostovets intimated in a recent conversation with Sir Walter Townley. 
‘ami, however, strongly. of the opinion that the sooner that we face this question of the 
neutral zone the better, and 1 believe that the time has come for a frank exchange of 
views between the two Governments on all questions in which they are respectively. 
interested in Persia and Central Asia, If we deal with them simultanconsly there is 
more room for a policy of give and take, whereas I very much fear that in treating 

them separately Wo shall have to give far more than we take. : 3 
Tnoonclusion, I would only add that, however accommodating our attitude with 
regard to the traus-Persian railway, there would appear to. be no probability of the 
realisation of that scheme for gomie years to come, ‘The Russian Goyernment are 
‘content to wait, provided that we do not render its eventual realisation impossible. by 
tie conditions which we attach to the southern aligument. ‘The Persian Government 
‘will make the granting of the option conditional on « considerable advance, and that 
of the concession on a large loan; and, judging from what Lord Revelstoke tells me, 
British finmnefers aro by no means disposed to provide the necessary funds. It is also 
by no means clear whiere the capital required for the construction of the railway is to 
bo found. We cau, 1 think, therefore, safely risk approaching the subject in a 
conciliatory spirit, If, however, we wish to conciliate Russia, we must be careful to 
doing anything to confirm the belief which is held in certain quarters here, that 
it is our intention to link up our future railways in southem Persia with the 
Bagdad Roslway. It is for this reason that I should deprecate the raising of the 
{question of the conatmiction of a railway from Bunder Abbas to Mohammerah, which 
was advocated by the Regent in the conversation reported in Sir W. ‘Townley’s 
despatch No, 62) Very Confidential, of the 1th February, as such w railway would 

inevitably be tine up sooner or later with the Bagdad Ratlvray at Bosra 
have, do. 
ORGE W, BUCHANAN, 





(11368) No. 154. 
Noto commirnicated by Count Benckendorif, March 10, 1914, 


DANS une lettre datée du 18 {évrier (6 mars) courant, M. Sazonof m'informe quo 
VAmbaseado de Rnasic & Constantinople a 646 chargéo d'attirer Vattention de Ia Porte 
sur l'attitudo et Yaction inconsidérée des autorités turques des frontidres dans loure 
‘accusations portées contre lo Vali do Pouchti Kouch’a, qui aurait projeté d'élever des 
fortifications & Scifi Muchatari, ot lours mesures de détruire de force pareilles 
fortifications, : 

M, Sazonof ajouto que peut-tiro Sir Edward Grey jugorait opportun de faire 
-quelquo démarche analogue & Constantinople. 


Ambassade Impériale de Russie, Londres, 
Te 10 mars, 1914, 


(10722) No, 155. 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey—(Received March 10.) 
No, 81.) 
Geiogrens ) ‘Tehran, March 10, 1914. 

Sr. PETERSBURGH telegram No, 66 of 7th March: Azerbaijan. 

‘The Minister for Foreign Afisirs told me yesterday that ke ind informed the 
Russian Minister that the Cabinet ia most desirous to dismiss Shuja from Tabriz. 
His Excellency suid that my Russian colleague had replied that such 9 communication 
had better be made by the Persian Minister at St. Petersburgh, as, being newly 
‘arrived, he did not wish to be mixed up in this question, but that ho had ultimately 
agroed to telegraph on condition that the Minister for Foreign Affairs would also 
telegraph to the Persian representative. 

‘Tho Russian Minister subsequently informed sme of what had passed between 
hhimwelf and the Minister for oreign Affairs. 
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110725) No. 168, 


‘Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdtoard Grey —(Received 0 
088) ley “(Received March 10.) 
(Telegraphic.) Tehran, March 10, 

YOUR telegram No, 41 of 2th Fobruary: Gendarmetie and Coseaele, 

Thaye discussed question at great length and with absolute frankness, both with. 
the Russian Minister and the Minister for Foreign Affairs. Former is unwilling to 
commit himself to any definite suggestion, and the Minister for Foreign Affairs said 
that the Cabinet would never consent, except, under great pressure,.to the permanent 
stationing of Cossick detachments in any towns but "ebran and Tabriz, Russians’ 
Tequest {hatin return for thelr consent to dhe engogoment of five ulitonal Swediah 
officers the Cossack brigade should be increased has been ansiyered in this sense. 
Russian Minister, after asking for plain answer, now complains that Persia's roply 
is a point-blank refusal of Russia's request, thongh worded in conciliatory language, 
and only consented to transmit its contents to) St. Petorsbureh after the Minister for 
Foreign AGairs had agreed that he would again lay before lie colleagues question of 
Cossacks being established in the north if the necessity should arise, 

_. Russian Minister told mo last night that, unless Persian Government agreed to 
this in principlo, he is convinced that Russian Government will oppose all! iucreage in 
number of Swedish officers, but hie expressed his opinion that the Russian Government 
could not justifiably oppose employment of gendarmerie throughout. Porsia, since no 
restriction was: mado when the foree was croated, and thought that, if Hiy ‘Majesty's 
Government urged Persian Government to agree to, the establishment of Cossacks in 
cartain places in five northern provinces, the Russian Government would waive thelr 
objection to gendarines being employed on the roads in those provinces. 

T pointed out to him that it scomed to me most unfair that tho, development of a 
force which had. proved ita value should be hampered by such a condition, but 
promised to lay the matter before you for your favourable consideration, 

Tt does soem hard to take advantago of thesituation to iiapose a distasteful condition 
‘on Persia, but it appears to be clear thint some concession will have to be iaado in order 
to remove Rnssian opposition, and if it is establishod that, tho gendarmorio can be 
employed on the roads throughout the country, the Uossacks, beyond the fact that their 
increase will entail useless and unnecessary expenso upon the Exchequor, 
not do much harm, 





(11004) No. 157. 
Persian Railways Syndicate to Foreign Ofice (Received March 12,) 


. Winchester House, Old Broad Street, 
Sir, * Tondon, Marsh V1, 1914, 

1 BEG to abknowledgo receipt of your letter of tho 27th ultimo with regard to tho 
Mobarumeriti=Ihoremabad Railtyay survoy. 

1 nove that Sir Walter Townley is of opinion that, judging from the results of the 
gendarmerie operations in Fars and olsewhore, there is a good prospoct of tha 
surveyors bing able to ronme operations in Laritan a about tho ond of this month, 

efore it would appear to bo desirable, that i 
Tes Gna that they should make their 
View, however, of the representations made by the British vico-conaul at 
Ahwaz, on further consideration my board are of opinion that it would, perhaps, be 
inadvisable for the surveyors to return now to Dizful, and wo have. thoraforo 
telegraphed axrecing that they sliguld remain at Ahwaz for’ the present, 

-As soon, howover, as tho stato of the country permits of survey work being 
carried on in safety in Luristan, Mr, Whitelaw will be rucalled to Persia, and the 
headquarters of the party will bo re-established at Diaful. 

Tam, &e. 
©, GREENWAY. 
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{11082} No. 158. 


Sin W: Townley to Sir Edward Grey —(Received March 12.) 


No, 83) 
(eiegrapi ) R, Tehran, March 12, 1914, 
CONSIDERABLE comment has been aroused here by report of an interview 
gecorded by the Russian Minister to a reporter of an opposition newspaper. ‘The 
Russian Minister says that his remarks have been reported correctly. 
Chief points toushed upon were :-— 


1. Russian Policy in Peraia.—The Russian Minister stated that he could not say 
definitely what is the policy of Russia, but he had béen instructed to strengthen 
friondly relations botween the vo Governments, tohelp the progress and independence 
of Porsia, and to further the reforms inaugurated. “Ho added that divergent views 
exisied in Russia upon Persian question, but that the Russian Goverment held that 
necessity ausistance must be given to the Persian Government to enable them to 
Conduct thelr ovn allairs. 

2 Hnpleyment of Russian Proope in North—Tho Rossin Minister ead that he 
considered Russian troops should bo withdrawn, Tho Emperor of Russia had 
expressly insizucted him in this sense, as also had the Minister for Foreign Affairs, 
WiHlst the Governor-General of the Caucasus shared the same viow. _ Evacuation 
would be begin at Kazvin, from which place all the troops would be withdrawn by the 
ond of April, leaving only a suiall conmelae gua) 

, The ex-Sah—The Russian Miuistor stated that, whon at St, Petersburgh 
recently, the ex-Shah was told categorically that he must put all ides of returning to 
Persia out of his hea’, anid that tho Russian Government would not assist him. 

4, Russian Policy and Persia's Constitution —Tho Russian Minister said that only 
in tho event of a recrudescence of disorders would Russia make amendmentsof a nature 
to scouro suitable constitutional systems 

5, Convention of 1907.—Tho Russian Minister said that time alone,could show ifit 
would work in Persia's interests. All dopended on the attitude of Ministers, who 
jeopardised their country’s future by their difforenices among themselves, 

6, Neutral Zono.—This was, created, the Russian Minister said, because in 1907 a 
‘ortain distrust of each other existed between the British and Russian Governments, 

7. Gendarmorie—Tho Russian Minister pointed out that the conditions under 
which this force was created had altored. What was intended to be a small force to 
keep order on the ronda was growing into a national army. He was not opposed to 
this augimeutaton, but the question must bo eousideel afresh Ly the Governments 
‘interested. 

8, Loun.—This question depended, tho Russian Minister considered, on two 
considerations — elaboration of a budget, and building of railways. As to the 
former M. Moruard had told him that, 1€ the ovo Governments made an imme- 
diate ndyance to Persia to enable him to’ pay salaties and pensions, ho could draw up 
4 proper budget in two years, If tho railway question were sotthed, a large loan 
would follow. 

0, Trane-Persian Railicay—Russian Minister said that the only hitch between 
England and Russia was duo to the desire of the former that line should go from 
northwest to south and Persian Gulf, whereas Russia wished it to go more to the 
sontliseant, 

10, Me Dreasiny dnd Russian Opposition in[F] Aserbatjon, Persian Government 
had coinplained of this, but ho believed that much of the trouble arose from the fact 
that th system uader whieh land tox is now levied is novel ne. He expressd hin 
surprise that persons under Rugsian protection had come to him and said that they 
noed not pay tax on their estates. 

1, Agorbaijan.—Kussian Minister said he had recsived no definite instructions 
on this question, but that his Government was friendly towards Shuja because, after 
tho years of confusion, he was the only man who had been ble to maintain order in 
the province. He could give no opinion on question of his dismissal, as there had 
een uo official communication about it from Persinn Government. 
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(10725) No. 159. 
Sir Baward Grey to Sir. Buchanan, 
No. 132) 
legraphic.) Foreign Office, March 12, 1914. 
BERSIAN gendarmerie: ES 


Sir W. Townley’s telegram No, 82 of 10th March, 

T trust that the friondly discussions between Sir W. ‘Townley and his Russian 
colleague will facilitate a satisfactory arrangement, but it seems to me necessury to 
Temove all possible uisapprehension as to the position in Perso nd onr attitude 
towards it, 

‘Whe operations of the Swedish-officered gendarmerie aro at prevent. practically: 
restricted to the south, whore the force is doing excellent. work, having regard to. the 
inadequate numbers of officers and to other difficulties. 

is Majesty's Government do not understand on what possible grounds the Russian. 
Goverment can in fairness claifn a right to withhold their assent to the increase of the 
Swedish stall, which is absolutely necessary if order is to: be. re-tetablished and main 
tained in the south, ‘The maintenance of ordor is tho first duty of tho, Persian 
Goverment, and to prevent tho Persian Government from taking stich measures would 
be tantamount to saying that the prevalence of disorder in the south is a Russian 
interest. I do not belioye for n momeut that Russian Government would think 
of acting on such a view. It mst be remembered that the interruption of trade 
routes in the south excludes British trade. from the noutral sphoro, and that for 
Russia to oppose measures such as extension of Swedish gendarmerie, which aro 
necessary’ to keup, open thos trade routes, is in prctice to, give Russian trade 
renter opportuni than Brits of entering the neutral gphere, xls traders 
already complain that this is tho effect of presont conditions, His Majesty's 
Government consider, therefore, that the Persian Governmont must be free to 















































































however, in fairness, be subject to the proviso that certain important, reforms’ in tho 
constitution and’ administration of the Cossack brigade are cartied out, which oll 
compotont authorities, including, it is believed, tho Russian Legation ‘at Tehran, 
recognise to bo absolutely nocossry if the Cossacks are to become att effective 
ice force. ‘Thoy wore originally organised as the parsonal bodyguard of tho Shah. 
he conditions of pay now i free sila divety against offclaoy and roby, ud 
the officers claim to be entively independent of the Persian Government. If the 
Porsian Government are to be asked to agred to an ingroase of tho Cossacks on the 
ea that thay will be employed to keep ores iti only reasonablo that thy should 
‘ina position to givo orders to tho officers in command and that tho force should ba 
efficient. 
Tshould be glad if your Excellency would: make uke generally of the above lines 
[1667] 2M 
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of argument in discussing the whole matter in a friendly way with M. Sazonof. His 

Majesty's Government feel that on a satisfactory settlement of this question of an 

efficient police force the maintenance of an independent Persia largely deponds, 
Tmust add that » substantial withdraveal of Russian troops from Persia would be 

tho natural corollary of any substantial extension of Cossacks under Russian officers. 
(Repeated to Tehran.) 





(1117) No. 160. 


Str P, Bertie to Sir Ndward Grey—(Received Mareh 13.) 


(No. 135, Gonfidential,) 
ir, Paris, March 12, 1914, 

I. HAVE the honour to acquaint you that Samad-Khan, the Porsian Minister, 
soatasiey requosied Me, Loralan, Qscond Secrstary at tila atbiony, tb itoron ian that 
Balaved-Dowleh, brother of tho ex-Shah, had told’ him when recently in Paris that he 
intended to roturn to Porsia in tho spring and renew his operations there. 

Somad-Khan had sincs ascortained that the lease of the house which Salar-od- 
Dovleh occupies at Ziirich is only for threo mouths, and he regards this as a 
confirmation of the intention which the Princo announced to him, 

Simiud-Khon also said that, Salared-Dowleh had met the exShah not long ago, 
aul hnd now one to St. Potersburgh, whieh ho reguede a a suspicious ciroumstance. 

ave, &c. 
FRANCIS BERTIE. 


(11167) No, 161, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received March 13.) 


fo, 841) 
Tolographin) 
PERSIAN gendarmerie, 


Tehran, March 13, 1914. 


May T venture to suggest that uso of words “in xonth” in your tolegram No, 132 
of 12th March to St Potorsburgh’ may bo a little misleading, aud may give a slightly 
inageurate turn to conversation which will ensue upon it? Almost the first operations 
undertaken by gendarmorie were upon, Knavin-Hamadan road, which is in the 
osthor or Mulan, zone, Gendarmerie’ post fas been in exiatonco at Kaavin for 
more than two years, Most friendly relations havo been maintained between Swedish 
and Russian officers there, and, as hns been shown by rocent roports from British vieo- 
consul at Hamudan, Russian trade has benefited largely from good order preserved on 
the road at tho expense of British trade, which has been handicapped by the troubled 
stato of the roads to the west of Hamadan, 
(Bont to St, Potoraburgh.) 





[11167] No, 162. 


Sir Edward Grey to Sir G, Buchianan, 
(No. 133,) . 
(elographic.) Roreign Ofice, March 13,1014. 

Sit W. TOWNLEY'S tologram No. 8 of 18th March Gendarmora, 

Your Excellency should amond the outline of my instructions accordingly, and at 
the same time omphasiso the successful results of the gendarmerie’s presence near 
Hamadin. 

(Repeated to ‘Tehran, No, 60.) 





(11276) No, 163. 
India Office to Poreign Ofice.—(Reeeived March 14.) 
Bir, Tndia Ofice, March 13, 1914. 


" TAM directed by the Seoretary of Siato for India to acknowledge the recept of 
your letter of the Gth instant on tho subject of the ‘Trans-Persian Railway. 
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The Marquess of Crewe has no objection to tle questions disenssed in the 
correspondence accompanying your letter being referred to an. interdeparmental. 
conference, but in view of their great importance. and the possilile conseduences 
to India of the decisions arrived at, he feels strongly that the possibility of an alignment 
oF port east of Bunder Abbas—a matter upon which bis views were communicated to 
Sir £. Grey in Sir T. W, Holderness's leiter of the 12th December Inst—should. ho 
excluded from the consideration of the conference, 

He woald frther suggest that tho conclusion of th conference a oan alignment 
alternative to the Tspahan-Shiraz route should he subsequently seforred for 
consideration to the Committe of Imperial Defence. 

Tam, £6, 
‘NW. HOLDERNESS, 





(11378) No. 164, 
Persian Railways Syndicate to Foreign Oifce (Received Mareh 14.) 


Winchester Houso, Old Broad Street, London, 
Sir, March 13, 1914. 

WITH reference to your letter of the 11th ultimo regurding: the Mobammorah= 
Khoremabad Railway Survey, I beg: to. transmit, for your information, an extract {rom 
a letter which we have reosived from Mr. Macleat, giving his observations ou the 
situation which, I think, will interest you, 

With regard to Mr, Maclean's remarks as to the extension of the option poriod 
under the provisions for foree majeure, we have telegraphed to him as follows :— 


* Apply for extension of option potiod for eighteen months from date when state of 
country and season of year permit of resuinption of operations. Tnforin’ Persian 
Government that estimates for the Mohimmerah-Dizful section will be aubroitied aa 
soon as possible, when they. should exercise their option for this seetion separately, 
Toaying ths Dizful-Khorembad section. to be dealt with Inter.” 


An extension of time on thes» lines will, wo thinle, be the most. satistictory 
arrangement in. the circumstances, and we should be glad if you could seo sour way to 
instructing His Majesty's Minister at ‘Tehran to support Mr, Maclean's application in 
these terms, 

With regard to the point raised in the fourth’ paragraph of your letter of tho 11th 
February, we, of cours, agroo that winder the option ajecemont tie Persian Government 
have the choice of giving us a concession or coutract for the construction of tho railway. 
Tn our letter of the 2nd February, however, we merely auggested that, a9 it was 
impossible at the anoment to carry through a cowplote survey, in onder to save timo 
the Persian Government should now nrtango. with us for the ‘onstruction of the lino 
by coutract in two sections, On further vonsideration, however, wo think that tho beat 
courss to adopt would be that. indicated in tho Inst sentence of our telegram to 
Mr. Maclean, tc, that the Persian Governmont should exareiao their option for the 
Mobiamnerati=Dietul section by itself as noon ws we oan furnish thom with the necessary 
estimates, leaving the Dizful-Khoremabad sestion to be dealt with Inter, If this 
arringement were agroed to the terms of the option ogrusinent would apply to eadh 
section, 

Tam, do, 
©, GREENWAY, Chairman, 


Enclosure in No. 164, 
Extract from a Letter from Mr, Maclean (Tchran), dated February 28, 1914, 


A GENDARMERIE force is being equipped to operuto in the Buryjird region, An 
advancs party is already on the way, and the main body is expeated to movo about the 
oth Mareh, "The total froo will be 1,200 meo, ‘The object of the expedition is to 
assure the tmoguility of the Kermanshah, Burnjird and Sultanabad district, important 


industrial centres for which somo years past have boen harasied, or menaced, by the 
‘Luri tribes, 
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‘The scheme toes nok the subjugation of Luristan, but obviously may entail 
agiyietive ineasiros agaiaal bach tribes ab raanace the dattiots to bo protected. 
understand this expaditon bas been long in view and has been carefully planned 
by the commanding officer of the gendarmerie, therefore we may anticipate elficienoy 
Sorts Tie lanes ae trues Ears amine ee me es 
course T look to what bearing it may have-on survey 1 : 
out friends in Arabiston, Tt does not menace Bakhtiat interests. ‘The Sheikh of 
‘hi appears to haveno more than vague prestige amongst the Luri tribes, 
CHrempolvea' have proved hopelosly uireasonuble, ‘They all know that 
British interests have beon seb upon this survey, and that we-have attempted to carry 
it through with their goodwill, which has proved valueless, and. theréfore they probably 
anticipate somis further move, and will connect the gendarmerie operations with it, 
1F sho operation are promptly suosful thero is some reason to hope that the survey 
party miy bo iore cordially accepted a fow months hencs as a possible palliative of 
further military measures. _ 
eat tana tatu ede tacts Oe tribes on the old lines: haye been 
definitely broken ‘off, ‘The cireiimstances seem to indicate that any future: measures 
should be taken with the knowledge and eonsent of the Perian “Government, who 
rofeas and have shown goodwill, " y “¢ 
Prony gathior from your letter of the 2nd February to the Foreign Oilice that you will 
shortly put forward here a cliim on the Persian Government for refund of past éxpenses 
fou survey uccount and for an advance against current expenditure. Doubtless the 
‘laim will be accompanied with full particulars, and include all items up to a definite 
date, If'stich « complete wosount ig not yet available from abroad it: migut be easier to 
‘apply siniply for an advance of 800,000 or 1,000,000, krans (about. 30,0001,), to be 
converted into sterling now and accounted for Inter, the application being aesompenied 
swith sullicient explanation of the nature xnd approximate amount of expenses incurred, 
Taleo rite your suggestion that the extension of time after the removal of force 
jajeutd auould Do ono year, T sauy-oleetvo\ Uhat Chis is uok. quite ta ageard with the 
‘option, aul appears to Ine disadvuntageous to you. ‘The preparatiout for the: present 





and the tribe 
































main survey party yens begun iors thay a year before the termination of the poriod 
fixed i ‘iid with special reference to commencement at a suitable 
sasou of she year, These considerations ean be claimed under the provision for force 
ajelire-ensuained in the option: 


‘Again, T should ‘doprucate any overt objestion, at this stage, to a concession, 
Woild'not'that be testainount to e efusal by us of the option? Le would be open to 
tho Persinn Government to say that the other alternative is equally impossible. to 
iom for tho choies lies with them in terms of the option, Your position is mafe, for 
tho gonditions ary fo be arranged by mutual consent; therefire the objections to thn 
Alvsintieo of’ cicateion Will Ih Woy 6k, Bo: pas forward ioe” cokes; cana (the 
discard of thit alternative uoless the difficulties of it axe removed to your satisfaction. 
‘Phe one method, 1 think, tends to drive and alarm the Persian Goyeriaient—the other 
to load and persuade, 




















(21482} No, 165. 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey: (Received March 14.) 
{ittage hie) Ry ‘Tehran, March 14, 1914. 
GENDARMERIE at Kazorun 


‘Thern was some looting on the part of genlarmes when they recovered 
possession of te tow, but the situation would appear to ave been speedily dominated 
y Colviiel Merrill, wlio took command ws senior officer on his arrival, and did 
iimirable work. 
we Hateat reporle slow thut the situation ia by no means asaured; ag the rebel 
illemen, of whom 118 were killed in tho fighting, are stil in the neighbourhood and 
fare threatening the town. Until order ins Yeon completely restored, necessary 
punishment of gondaries guilty of looting must be postponed. 
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t1457] No, 166. 
ati Sir G. Buchanan ta Sir Hdward Grey.—(Received March 16.) 
0, 71.) 
Rig phic.) St, Petersburgh, March 15, 1914. 


the course of a long’ and friendly eonyersation yestorday-I spoke to Minister 
for Foreign Affairs in the terms of your telegram No. 132 of 19th March, readin; 
him some of the more important passages, also reminded him of the service 
rendered by the gendarmerie on the Hamadan-Kazvin road, to which reference was 
made in Tehran telegram No, 84 of 13th Marc! 
‘The attitude of tho Minister for Foreign. Affairs was at first very wacompromising- 
He disputed the necessity of the proposed increase, and said we must not ask him to 
consent to the employment of gendarmerie in the Russian sphere, North Persie, was 
quiet and prosperous, thanks to the presance of Russian troops, and the introluction 
of a new force under Swedish officers, who were half Germans, ight lead to unfore- 
seen conflict with the Russian authorities. 
1 replied that the Russian tops eould not remain pormanently there, andthe 
Persian Government ought to be allowed to provide for the maintenance of order now 
that itthad the means of doing so, thanks to the Swedish officers, who simply did the 
above-mentioned duty without any political bias, A refusal on his Excell lency’s part 
would moan that Russia intended to govern North Persia as she was doing at present. 
‘The Minister for Foreign Affaira replied that we equally governed South Persia 
through our consuls. T suid that, though our influence waa, prodominant there, we 
‘wero pursuing the constructive policy of helping the Persian Government to maintain 
order and administer the country: through its own instruments, whereas the policy of 
the Rustian consuls aimed at destroying the authority of the Persian Government 
and eth ‘a state of things which would render the withdrawal of the Russian troops: 
Fraponaible 
On his Exoelle: pita declaring that Russia had already withdrawn some of hor 
troops, I asked whother any had been withdrawn from Kaavin, He replied that 
decision had been taken and he did not understand delay, but he would make 
enquiries, He added that the presence of ‘Turkish troops nour the frontier rendered 
it impossible for Russia to withdraw hor troops from the frontier districts, He had 
repeatedly told me that Russia had no intention of annexing any part of Porgian 
territory. I said that I placed implicit confidence in the sincerity of his Excellency's 
assurances, but that I feared that unless Russia seconded the efforts now being made 
‘by the Porsian Governmont and helped them to build up national administration in the 
north of Persia, circumstances would prove too strong for her, and. annexation would 
‘sooner or later be inevitable. HisExcellency often reproached Indian publi¢ opinion 
with unwarranted suspicions of Russio, but | feared that knowledge of polioy puroiod 
a consuls in North Porsia would toud to atrengihen thos suspicions, 
ter for Foreign Affairs, after remarking that Indian public. opinion 
knew nothing about the Russian consuls, said he would make us the suorifice of 
five more Swedish officers for the south, I roplied that. this was not a sacrifice, 
as we could not, if we wished to, ccoupy the country with our troops, ay Russia 
was doing in the north, and I again appealed to him to consent’ to their 
employment all over Porvia, pointing out iow aificull it would. bo for, gow 
to explain his refusal, His Excellency, however, absolutely refused to do 80), 
Ayn SINE hp (Conmpk URptle: AE etn a iny 
remarking that the. force was very tnothcient, and ite ‘olicers anything bee 
competent, his Excellency said that if must be thoroughly reorganised, Ho was 
ready to consent to its being made more dependent on the Persian Govornmont 
and to necessary reforms being introduced as regards conditions, pay, &c. ‘Tho 
Persiau Government, he added, were yery foolish in not consenting to its extension, as 
they were but delaying the withdrawal of the Russian troops, 
On my enquiring whether his consent to the employment of five more Swedish 
officers for the south was. os unconditionally, und without reference to increase in 
Cossack brigade, his Excellency gaye mo to understand that it was only conditional on 
their not being Cea in the north, ¥ told him that I feared you would be much 
disappointed with his decision. 
Daaielena ise ea h a sitompt fo overeome kis Brelloney’s op 
that all we can do is to insist on the thorough reform of the Cossack brigade. 
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111650) No, 167. 


Captain Birdicood to Sir Edward Grey.— (Received March 16.) 


No. 8, Confidential. 
Se ! Bushire, February 21, 1014. 
IN continuation of the late Mr. Lorimer's despatch No. 4, Confidential, dated the 
&th instaut, I have the bonour to submit a copy of a letter dated the 12th 
February, 1914, received from Major L, B. Haworth, His Majesty's consul for Arabistan, 
‘on tho subject of German activity on the Karun and in Arabistan, Xia! 
'A copy of the despatch has beon nont tothe Government of India and His Majesty's 
Minister af Tehran. : 
Thave, &e. 
TL, BIRDWOOD, First Assistant Resident. 
(a charge current duties), 


Enclosure in No. 167. 
Major Haworth to Political Resident in the Persian Gulf, 


Sir, Bushire, Pebruary 12, 1914. 

I HAVE the honour to acknowledge the receipt of your letter dated the 
Aged Decimber, 1918, forwarding mo 1 eipy of Toten, daied-tie 7th December, 
1918, addressed by Sir Peroy Cox to the officiating seorstary to. the Government of 
India inthe Fordign Department, on the subject of our interests in Arabistan, and 
jnviting Government to consider whother some steps were not noy called for with a 
‘viow to making our predominant position in the province more definite and secure, 

Six Porey Cox hag, undor six headings, dealt. with the various questions which 
presont themselves at this moment. 

Tn my present communication I propose — 


(4) To go further into the: subject of the lattor part of the sixth heading, tc, 
Germait activity on the Karun gnd in Arabistan, a question which has become more 
critical in the Tast two months, i 

(2) To propose some steps which would appear necessary at the moment to assist 
{nthe consolidation of our position, = * 


2: Bato going into the question of Gorman notvity i nay not be ot of place to 
th 


‘summarise some of the reasons why it i so important that, Arabistan’ should continue 
under our influence 1nd control. Sir Porey Cox has pointed out, in his letter above 
referred to, that tho tendency is for our commercial interests to centre and consolidate 
inArabistan, have already in the memoranduin forwarded with the above letter, and 
which should bear the date Snd August, 1919, referred to the grain and cotton 
possibilities of the country; Sir Perey Cox in his letter stated = 


“Tneidontally Lmay mention that T am convinced that, apart frum the political 
aspect thie subject of ierigatio is bound to como to the front: betore long as the natural 
result of the general commercial development in Arabiatan.” 


‘There is much food for thought in the above statement. ee 

At the present moment the grain crop of tho province is, exeopt for certain limited 
districts, ontitely dependent upon the rainfall with the result that, while in a good year 
the value of the exports run into several hundred thousand pounds, in bad season the 
‘orop prictically only suffices to feed the population of the country. 

Ryqlanoo at the map will show that Arabistan. is, to all intente and purposes, « 
smnallor Egypt, but watered by a series of rivers in place of the one Nile. 3 

Sinco the matter with which I am dealing is chiefly connected with our position on 
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‘the Persian Gulf T will in this letter refer only to the country under the jurisdiction of 
the Sheil of Mobarnerah and which we cas through him, control. 

Tn saying thia Ido not wish to minimise the importancs to us commercially of the 
country above, ie, the country around Shusterand Dizfal, to which occasional reference: 
may be minds, 

The railway which we propose to build in. Arabistam has fooussod| the) attention of 
other Powers on this fertile land with its valuable oil products, its annual crop of dates, 
and its great possibilities for the growing of éotton and grain, 

phere i othing to prevent the lad Ising develope to the progporonsentition 
of Egypt, 

‘The Sheikh realises as well as anyone else that he is incapable of developing this. 
‘country for himself and, though he at present turns to us, itis certain that, if we do 
nob muark the: possibilities and grasp the situation, other nations will avail themselves of 
‘our missed opportunities, 

Tn the memorandum above referred to, so revently as the 2nd August t wroto: Up 
to the present interests in Arabistan have been ubsolutely British and the only foreign 
firm, that of Messrs Wonckhaus, has been of no importance, With the oponing up of 
the country, however, and the arrival of the railway foreign firms will arrive in ie 
and complicate the situation.” While I was writing Messrs, Woénckhaus were 
commencing their steamer servicé and six months later we have reacted the. phrase 
“German competition on the Karun.” 

3, Ibis frequently dificult to veparate polities and commerce in deteroining the 
cause of our political actions since each reacts on the other, In a case like the present, 
however, it ia essential that we sliould reach firat causes since it is upon first cunses that 
we must base the line of action to be followed. 

‘More often, perhaps, in foreign countries our political intervention follows on our 
commetcinl nectaitiee, indeed eur very interest tay be due to our eortmetuinl unde 
takings. In the south-west of Persia, though large commercial interests exist which, 
react on the political situation, I think it will admitted 4s an axiom that it is 
‘because of the political importance to us of Persia, situated as it is on the threshold of 
Tndia, that we attach so much importance to our commerce in that countr 
commerce is the outward and visible sign of our inward and political state. 

Tn India, German competition, though perhaps it may excite. our 
commercially, is not « question of the first portance, because our political position is 
stable, in Persia, on the other hand, the position is different and German competition 
is feared, not on'corwinereial, but on political grounds, since a too extended cominoreial 
activity in Arabistan would produce the ground for a Political interest which does not, 
‘otherwise exist and which we have no desire to see arising anywhere on the shores of 
the Persian Gulf of which Arabistan is the fv joat in Persia, 

Ta 1908/Lord Lansdowne male n/doslaravion of policy and winounced tie privcipla 
which has formed the basis of our action since that wae 

Our predominent pésition in these waters, combined with a recognition of the above 
announced principle and ths reasons which led up to it, have boen tho origin and qauso 
‘of constant diplomatic representation in connection with thé Bagdad Railway and have 
influenced the determination of the details of the recent Turkish Conventi 

Up to dite our position hus been vnoballenged, and T)presume that with the 
situation as at presout oxisting ye should have no difficulty in inducing, the Germans to 
mig veg pesto ip Arian 

Should, however, we allow German ooinmereial interests to grow, and should 
Germany obtain large commercial holding on the Karun nnd ia Arbistan, she woul 
bo inn porition to state thut her large intorests demanded political recognition, 

‘Should wo supinely allow these interests to inerenao and) to acoumulato wo. shall 
very soon find it difficult to maintain the p ion we now hold, and we shall have 
allowed the outer line of our outworks of defiance to’ be sapped. 

T havo, in a provious despateh, dated the Ist November 1918, said that 
commercial measures as such canuot stop the Germans from advancing into Arabistan, 
$f they wish to do oo. By assisting commorcil measures, however, wo. can. provent 
them attaining: any groat commercial advantage aud to do this ftw nocessary that je 
should see that commercial firms work hand in hand with Government, but the main 
defence must be political, and if the assurances which we gave to the Sheilh are openly 
communicated to the Persians and the Russians we shall have taken the sting out of the 
German movement and shall have forestalled any political intentions whieh they may 
have. Tn the meantime it will be necessary to study the mothods which can be used 
to prevent their commercial success. 
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4 How far then have the Germans advanced and what further steps do they- 
wt to be taking ? - ‘ 
SPE The firm of Messrs, Wonekhaus and Co. have for some time past had @ grain 
purchasing agency at Mohatmerah. During the last six months, however, they have 
shown mich greater signs of acti 
"They havo placed a steamer with barges on the Karun, and have commenced a 
regular servigo, their ageut has hired a warehouse at Ahwaz, and bus been im treaty to 
hire a wharf, they have now definitely placed an order for motor barges for the Karin 
which, will be ready for tralli¢ within the next few months, Their agent has offered 
the Imperial Bank of Persia in Mohammerah to carry specie: between Bushire and 
Mohaoninraby ancl Mohiammerah and’ Awa ab half the rates charged by the British 
ia or by, Messes. Lynch Brothers, 4 AG 
ee Herr’ Z fae We of the directors of the compli ; has just, been visiting: 
Mohaumnerih and Ahwaz. When at the latter place, he desired to visit’ Shuster on a. 
‘{aip, a0 itavas stated, Hp was unable to fulfil his intentions owing to wantof transport 
and Jett for Bagdad, He is on his return from Bagdad again, going to Abwaz, with 
f view of proveeding to Shuster. There ia very little doubt that the firm intend to 
open ab Suster and Disful, and it, appears possible that the very fine water power at 
iusler his nnt escaped their attention, : i 
Bae cic ettongly supported rumour that they intend to tako up the question 
Gb tuanapont on. the. cou Vetveon Abwaz and Aspen in oppo: to Messrs. Lynch. 
Th this connection, L may étate thet the ayent of Messrs, Wénckhaus remarked to me 
‘that Mewes, Lynch wero gandually Tosing all the traffic on that road, F 
Te will bo seen tht Messe, Wonelhaus appear to be throwing « fairly extensive 
ot ovat Atabatan, 
jeer hia finns are noyr the most important company at Basra, they are the 
representatives of the Gevnan Government at that town, which is but 19 miles from 
ABhammerah, and various contracts. in connyotion with the Bagdad Railway are in 
thoi hand 


finctiotinry. pact a A 
ie aceiyal of tho Germans at this moment is very inopportuno, at Teast until our 


litioal position ta placed on o irmor bas 

Foe ree Cansdbyn, tn lia speech in 1900, in auawesing the noble Tord, who bad 
inormgawed bim, said’: “I do ob think that he suggosta, or that wo should suggest, 
that theso olforte should bo direoted towatds the exclusion of the legitimate trade of 
cee rn owovers such tendo. is admittedly to forcher political ends!» cortain 


rolixation of the principle, woich is founded ot) our national ideas of fre trade, may 
Ty purtitled.- ivdeod, it may bo taked whothor by the term “legitimate trade” Lord 
Tanudowne did nob conte himself to trde for ordinary commercial purposes. 

While then T vould not sugyest that we should take any steps to exclude forviga 
trade ouge our political position was assured, it-vould be desirable that for the moment, 
fit perhaps for the uoxt fore years, we should take any mesures in our power to 
dotermue that German commercé does not assume undesirable proportions, | 

MTo imagine Germnaus with a strong position in the provinos and bargaining with 
uw over mations iu the Gulf isin itsolf mullictent to make us reatise that it is nieceasury 
for us to mivntain our predotninsnee, and to admit that afew thousand pounds. spent 
svith chat objeot would Tully compensate us from & political point of view, Te will also 
ba my objet to show that ony sch expenditure ‘Would be a very sound investment on 

-jmmetoial grounds. a ms 

mung “Tie. first ‘natural question to aske ia: Why with ‘the position wo’ hold. in 
Aratiatath and with Henne adeendy established there, is it necessary to suggest the 
deponditure of money in order to weet competition from a German firm who have 
hitherto hind no footing on the river ? 


pre 


Since. writing my original draft I have had the advantage of a conversation with 
Ais, Batdall whey thoop't he! agent of the Geraas toe, ise Kaglalinnn. Haliea 
confirmed the ideas which Thad with reference to the eauses of the syoooss which his 
company has met with, aud I will accordingly give the gist of his remarks, all of which 
have my complete agreement. 

He first sail that it had been remarkably easy to entor the field. against a firm of 
the nature of Messrs, Lynch, and added that he bad felt no compunetion in stepping in 
and taking business from them they, lad lost.a great part. of their Jrade. off the 
Abas Asyaban road, and would in tne lose thuis trade onthe Karu for he fae 
convinced that, with his new motor against their ‘ancient. steamship, the 
PF Malnatt he old Asie thao of thorns i 

‘He then referved to the fuck that Messrs. Lynch's employés had uo idea how to treat 
Persians with any decency, and wore far too rough and abrupt with thew, with the 
Femull-thut they, pratoad:to do baxtnden sibhi Ein sheye Teawae poesia, Rhy ag 
Aisliked the firm of Lynch that he had no need to undereut their rates, and had only 
done eo on one-oseision. He found that Shuster and Dizfull merchants would always, 
deal with him for choice, 

To confirm this I may. give che example of the house in which Mesa, Lynch's 
agent uow lives in Mobaninerih, "The rental being asked for this house was, in ray 

inion, too high. Tasked Haji Rais to bo mops reasonable, but, he refused. to consider 
tho question, think it is the only, occasion on which hi lin failed to moot me half-way. 
He replied that in any other mattor he would do what [asked him,, bub that where 
tho firm of Messrs. Lynch vere concerned he had seen too much of the eompany to have 
any spirit of conciliation iu mattors dealing with them, 

‘Mr, Randalls next contention was that, British firms in Arabiatan never tool tho 
trouble to mix with the natives of the country, and: remarked that lie. frequently took 
business out-of their hands through his social intercourse with local merchants he 
stated that ho had not come out to Persia to he a ‘'burra sahib” but.to make money, 
and consequently did not keop natives standing at tho door till he wished to see them, 
He yointed out the fact that, of the British firmus, extablishod in Mohuminerub, there 
was hardly one'perion who could speak ten words of the language and no one who 
could follow au ordinary conversation which went beyond the veriest. platitudes, ‘This 
in true; with the exception of the manager of the bank, there ia no Englishman, in 
Mobammeral, an employé of a British firin, who is eapable of anything but the mildest 
of conversations in either Persian or Arabie, 

To return to Mewes, Lynch Brothers. Thave shown that, the genoral reputation 
of the firm is bad, and it is worthy of note that tho wages they pay are about hal 
those paid by Messrs. Strick or Messrs, Wenckhaus for siuiilay work, ‘Their agent. ab 
Alovat yas receiving 280 rupees pos mensem, or 2240 por annum, for work for which 
‘Messrs. Strick and Mesare, Wouckbuus pay 5001, and upwards, 

Ofthe four employés who have served in Arabistan in my time two have boon 
confirimed drunkards, ~A similar remark applies to the Meeopotinnian ntafl 

Mie above indictment in strong, but T think that, from’our point. of view, a till 
stronger one remains. Messrs, Lynoh always appeor to rogard His Majesty's Gover- 
ment 4s a rival commercial firma from whom thoy should obtain as much as possiblo, but 
to whom they should givo as little information as they ean, ‘They. appear incapable, of 
working witli » common object with Government, and I have mover mot an offcil with 
‘a good word for the company. 

7. This, then, is the firm whioh we are at present putting up to meat the German 
advanon. 

Unless Mosse. Lynch change their methods, which would also, with few exceptions, 
necessitato changing their staf, there is litie hope of any success in ont efforts, while a 
new sta would mean men who would require to leurn the situation and the country, 
‘and who stould have lost too much ‘and too anuch time at the start to be able to 
compete until the Germans hud established themselves firmly. 

T would accordingly suggest that we should transfer our eupport to: another 
company. 

Frye already laboured the point that out objgetion to-the Gosminn advan is 
political in ita esiénce, go that, were tho event taking place in Pert instead of in Persia, 
wwe shiould not be gevstly concerned with it, 

This being the case, it is evident. that to succeed in our object we must have a 
company which will work hand ix hand with His Majesty's Goverument to a common 


‘Thore are two firms who could be used; Messrs, Groy, Mackensio and Company, 
(1667) 20 
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the agents of the British Tndia Steam Navigation Company, and Messrs. Strick, Scott 
and Company, the agents of the Anglo-Algerian Steamship Company and of the Anglo- 
Persian Oil Company. 

‘The fuct that Lord Incheape, of the British Tndia Steam Nuvigation Company, is 
‘the new director of Messrs, Lynch Brothers and will largely: direct their poliey, would 
vem to suggedt that the firm of Gray, Mackeneis and Company is the best for the 
purpose, 

Pith ate, However, two objections to this company. 

‘The Hamburg-Amerika, with Messrs, Wonckhaus, are now advertising through 
‘cargo, on one bill of lading, from Hamburg and Antworp, to Ahwas, 

Tt is very unlikely that the British India will come into competition with the 
Hambury-Amerika, firitly, on account of their agreement, and, secondly, on account: of 
their influence such competition would have on their tmdo clsawhere, where their 
actual profits are greater than in the Persian Gulf. A°gecond objection is that, owing 
to the headquarters of Messrs. Gray, Mackenzie, being in Basra, in Turkey, they have 
not tho tmdition of working throdgh Government officers which prevails in, Persia, 
Government control is tho most essential point to be maintained, 

‘Messrs. Strick, Seott, and Co, are neoustonied to working in, esmplete unison with 
the officers of His Majesty's Government; indeed, J may say it is the tradition of the 
firm, ‘Their conneetion with tho Anglo-Persian ‘Oil Company would enable them to 
purchase fuel at « cheaper rate than any competitor, German ot British. 

A.further important point is that the Algerian Steamship Company (F, Strick and 
Co), aliwady runs to the Persian Gulf aud thus the firm would be in a position to issue 
through hills of lnding to Ahwaz in. the same manner as the Hamburg-Amerika, 
tnd Mears, Wanekhaus an important pont i€ we propane 0 empete ithe etgar 
‘trade. 

Tavould accordingly suggast thefrselection as the firm to be employed, as being the 
‘most, fitted for the purpose. 

Tt is to be remembored that our concern in, the matter has largely been roused by 
tho fict that we believe Messrs, Wenekhaus and Co, ure working with the assistance of 
tho German Governmont, Were the firm working alone as a commercial company 
wwe should! look ipon. then with very different eyes, 

“Herein lies their danger, and ‘to moet that danger with similar weapons appears 
the correct solution to the problem. 

Tt is thon necersary to have a company who will comply with our request : 0 
company who will take up any definite business should we so dosirn it, and who. yell 
eal openly with ia go that we ean boassured they are making no business arrangements 
with tho Germans for their own interest. 

8, ‘There is, Twoild venture to submit, only ono way of acquiring. this control, 
only one way by’ which we oan require a company to listen to our suggestions, and that 
is by, moans of a subsidy, 

‘The word subsidy is one which ia nob very neceptuble to our free trade ears, and 
it is for this reason that Lhavo laid such stress upon the fact that the fight which we 
have with the Gormans is political, not commercial, commerce being meraly the weapon 
of uttuck and defence, 

‘To grant a subsidy in this case is no betrayal of free trade principles, but is to uso 
‘the best: weapon with which to meet the political situation. It 1s a form of insurance, 
though Thopo) to prove that, like all sound insurance, it should bear interest, making it 
44 good commercial investinent, 

Tb was presumably with such an object that our subsidy of 1,001. por annum was 
given by Means. Lynch Brothers, for 60 many years for their work on the Karun, a 
payment which ceased only threo years ago, ‘The time has now come to renew the 
‘principle for to fail todo so would: be to throw away the the many thousand pounds 
whith we havo pad just atthe very tine when we lnpe to regoer the value of the 
previous expenditure, 

Ror Messra Strick, Scott, and Co, to take up this work would mean that they must 
come into coupetition with Mesars, Lynch Brothers, This should be avoided, 

‘The wiution would evidently bo for Messrs, Strick, Scott, and Co. to buy out 
‘Messrs, Lynch on the Karun, and Tam led to think that if the former firm were 
approached on the aubjout hy His Majesty's Government they would welcome the idea. 
to anlth fo reorganisation of Moats Leash this would sem the moment fo this to 

e arranged, 

9. F now come to the question of subsidy. ‘The amount paid to Messrs, Lynch 

Brothers was 1,000. per annum, 
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‘The capital required to plaoe new steamera and barges on tho river capable of 
dealing with all tha business coming forward woudamount to about 16,000, 

_ One thbusand pounds per anaum would provide a return. of 6°66 per. cent, on a 
capital outlay of 15,0001. and should enable the company to take, all possible business 
oa the rivet, including bastaoes which i very often lef onacsouat of te mall prefan 
it and which goes to swell the volume of the trate done by the Germans, 

Tn guch matters the attack has the advantage from a political point of view sinee 
settled firms’will not take business which a firm making a position vill be only too glad 
tohandle, Indeed itis this fugu which bas enabled the German company to attain 69) - 
quickly the position it has acquired, i 

‘wo years ago Mr, Knight, tho manager of Messrs, Strick, Scott, and. Co. general 
‘branch at’ Molntamorah, suggested to his firm the business which the Germang aro now 
dings, Though he was eonvineed that got profs could be nado his rn ould aot 
accept the idea sincs the profite could not be proved in advance and accordingly the 
project was not tried. Messe’, Wonckhaus who did not demand proof in advance in 
what appeared to be an opening, stepped in and haye seized the opportunity, 

Had there been any question of a subsidy nt the time this easy road would nob 
havo been left open for the German advance, 

Had we the right to insist, which subsidy would give us we should be able to 
demand that the ficrs\to- woe we were Paylite shoul oon hab, ie membre enol 
the language of the country or acquired it, We should bo able to suggest with greater 
foreo than at present methods of action whieh appear necessary. 

Taooe Wat 1 leave mands aut cay capstone Hacanaty cP aieubay whleh wena 
appear to be required for but a few years ab most, 

10, The next point of importinoo is that we should attack the eargovs carried on 
German ships. 

‘This is a subject which has already boon receiving attention at the Bushive 
Bésidency and I noed only touch on it i ag far as Tt aflota, Arablstun at the presont 
moment. 

Sugat is/an important: article of this cargo. 

British sugar can now, owing to ropressntations which have been miade from the 
Residency, be obtained at the mumo rate us German sugar, 

‘There aro, however, two reasons for. which German sugar ia still being ebipped. Ong 
is that the main supply is being booked through middlemen in Bombay, notably Haji 
Sultan Ali Shushtari snd a Kasaruni, who order the German articles ; a second that the 
suigar when placed on board in London docs nob sail direot for Persia but.as.cartied to 
Glisgow and Manchester where ships complete their cargo, thus a delay amounting, in 
some cases to a fortnight or three weeks, is entailed, Sugar placed on board at 
Hamburg or at Antwerp sails ditect to the Gulf, 

‘Those two points must be not, 

‘The main supply of British sugar despatched to the Gulf consists of Messrs, ‘Tate's 
“Britannia” erystile, Tho brokers in Hommbay murt then be approuchel to. quote 
this sugar, and T havo wlready taken up this subject with refaranos to bookings to 
Moharnmerah, 

What would be atill moro astintuctory would be for Messrs. ‘Tato to allow tho 
nianagar of essa tc, Sooty and Cy obs tie age and ato els rte op 

he spot. 

x. Knight hus addressed his firm in London, to approach Mesits, Tate, and T trast 
some result will nce; but His Majesty's Government could expin to that company 
their desire to woo the sale of their sugar extended it would no doubt assist considerably, 
in attaining the end desired, ‘4 

The furthier mention of Messrs. Strick, Seott, and Co. suggests n monopoly, but T 
hare given ny reasons for profesing his fr, ands monopoly, which wo evn onto, 
would appear to be the most ccientific metliod of mocting tho situation, 

Tf this is considered objectionable, however, it would perhaps be possible to induce 
other local firms to got into immediate touch with the refiners, 

So far for actual commerce. 


11, A favourite move of the Germans is the establishment of schools and hoxpitals 
to extend their influence, 

‘The value of education for the production of Anglophils ox Germanophila is self 
evident. 

‘The Sheikh of Mohammerah has already placed the management of the local school 
completely in my hands, aud it would be easy to make this school into a first-class 
fnstitution, training the budding merchants to be English-speaking and to look to 
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England’ for their supplies, while suitable clerks would be provided to fill the many. 
offices. which must spring’ up, English can be made the commercial language of 
Arabintan, 

‘A hospital is a first-class advertisement appealing to all, and, like a sohool, has also 
the advantage of advancing the cause of humanity, 

With the appointment of a consular surgeon for Mobammerah I am putting up 
atimates and proposals for a hospital, 

‘These two subjects will form the matter of separate communications, and T only 
mention them briefly in this letter to express the principle that to attain our end wo 
snust be prepared to spend some money in the country. 


‘Tho mouey required annually for subsidy for the Karun, for the school, and for the: * 


Heit ould not ropresant nore than the inontly expenieure of ask company on 
iver 

‘Tho money we spend is supplied by the taxpayers. 

would venture’ to stato that, colsidering the British Empire as a commercial 
concern, the amount disbursed in the few years during which our assistarice would be 
profitable or rigeossary should bring in to the taxpayers a return of very many times 
‘annually the total of the expenditure we should malo. 

Mohaminciah is bound ia tine to. by the Karnchi of Persie, ‘Tho waters of 
Arabistan will bo stored and used, its rich fields will be cultivated, as its oilfields are 
falreally being exploited. ‘Tho fiture of the place is great. ay eee 

‘Already we liave the good-will of the Sheikh, and by earofully cultivating this aud 
by kepping the development. of the country in our bands we shall be in w position, to 
00 tliat the first opportunity to exploit the products and futare markets of this rich 
county shall reserve or our own peoples sid wo, by building” up our commercial 
prosperity, wo stall, while stregthening the Sheikb, also strengthen the defences of 
the outworks of our Indian Empire. 

T have, &e 
L. B, HAWORTH, His Britannic Majesty's 
Consul for Arabistan. 





[11926] No, 168. 


Board of Trade to Foreign Office —(Recotved March 17.) 


(Yery Contidential 
Sin, Board of Trade, March 10, 1914. 
TAM directed by the Board of Trade to rofer to your lettot of the 7th November, 


teanslting copy of despatch rom His Majesty's conalgneral af Bashir with 8 
Mr. Hf, 


report by G. Chick on Gorman trado and shipping in the Permian Gulf 
uring the your October 1911-12, and to offer the following observations thereon for 
Sir B, Grey's consideration, ae 

‘As stated in. their observations on provious reports furnished by His Majesty's 
eousul-gonesal on this subject, the Booed have always been of opinion that Gorman 
enterprise in tho Persian Gulf, aid particularly the notion of the Hamburg—Ameries 
‘Line, has boon determined primarily not by economis considerations but by political 
interests, aud hus been possible only becaise of some form of State enconragenwent, 
direot or indirect, On the other hand, some of the criticisms direoted in. these roports 
fagainal British shipowning aud other’ firms engaged in the Gulf trade hive appearod 
40 the Board to be, dis in some measure to ait incomplete appreciation of the notual 
position, and in any event the Board, have not seon their way to endeavour to induce 
such firmo to enter into a competition which, iu the ubsence of active support from 
‘Hik Majesty's Government, would have little prospect of success. 

"Tho, Board have not doubted, howover, Hat-mote vigorous sotion would be taken 
by British firma so soon ax it appeared likely that some eoonomic advantage would be 
dorived thereftom. "They are now informod by Lord. Incleape, with whom they haye 
been in communication in accordance with the suggestion contained in your letter under 
roply, that in consequence of recent developments in connection with the Anglo-Turkish 
niejotiaLions, atops are being taken by British shipping firms which will, it is Velioved, 
do mich towards reassesting British commercial predominance in the Gulf trade, 

‘The proposals summarised in paragraphs 1-12 on pp. 16-17 of Mr, Chick's report 
above-inontioned fall into three groups 

1. Action twith regard to Shipping Companies. —It is suggested: that His Majesty's 
Govasnmout should induce tho Bucknall Line to eend vessels regularly to Antwerp, and 
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the British India Line to institute direct sailings between the United Kingdom and Gule 
Ports, in co-operation or combination with the Anglo-Algerian and Bucknall Lines, As 
this would probably involve a conflict with the Hamburg—Ameriea, Line, it is further 
mugpeted that an oft sud Us male to bring aboat sono farm of combination af he 
various British shipping lines engaged in the Gulf trade, and that fuller eu 
Tp obtained for thea oa Dah aod fade trading firms, es 
2. Action with regard to British and Indian Trading Virme—The support 
mentional in. the precading pamgraph might, it vas. suggested, take the form of 
) inducing tirms which ship Belgian sugar or other products to insist that such goods 
shall be shipped from Antwerp only in British vessels ; (b) securing that the contracts 
for tho cing of Manchester goods ahoald be retained by Mr. Stick, thoeby doprvn 
the Hamlurg-Aierion Lino of the elif: inducement for thelr proposed eal at, Waite 
Kingdom ports; and (c) encouraging British fiims importing wood (for date. boxes. or 
‘other purposes) into Gulf ports to take Mysore wood instead of Swedish, this 
sencourigement to take the forin of cheaper freights by the British India Line, granted 
‘at the instigation of the Government of India, 

_ 3: Mibcellaneous Suggestions—These include regular sailings provided by the 
British steamship lines for grain exports from Persian ports and the reduction of freights, 
whenever German agents aro overoidding, a comprehensive collection by His Majesty's 
consular officers of fore eolling in Southern Persia, aud the formation of 
Patsian Gulf scdtious of the London and Manchester Chnmbers of Commerce, 


United Kingdom por possibility that this would bo followed by tho onll of 
German yessols at British ports lias boon obviated by. an agroomont batwoon the 
British group of companies and the Hamburg-Amoriéa Lino, under which the rates of 
froight charged from Antwerp by tho British and German vessels will bo identical, aud 
the latter will not call at ports in the United Kingdom. 

Finally, iu this connection, it may bo mentioned thatthe British India, Company 
hayo lighters for their own use at Bushire, und have oatablishod w lighterage service at 
Babrein, Tt is hoped tht. similar fuclitien may bo provided by the sume company, at 
other ports’ in the Gulf, and that all tho lighterage services may then be euaalired to 
is rpeonl Beitah company, in Nigh ke vacous geipiyny ialuaoiea shall as Haipaes, 
In the opinion of the Board the arrangements outlined above are likely to result 
in a more of it service to and from the Persian Gulf, and will also place the pritiah 
compatiis in'a position aufflciently strong to enablo them to mieet any possible Geran 
‘competition iu tho future. 

‘As Sogn ho secon godp of sgn contna in Mi Cita opr il 
under the new Spe ‘be possible for British tirms desiring to hip Balgian 
rolls ty dos by Brits vend sing mn Antony, aud th euption of tho 

g-America Line for the contracts for the carriuge of Manchester goods ‘will bo 
ageiA COL UET ER  encdurap nen lok tse nabedteabion GfaMtyhake stood oles roe 
‘would appear to be a matter for the consideration of the Vovernment of India, but, the 
Board have some doubt as to the pruotieability of the propos, 

With regard ty the miscellaneous suggestions put forward in Mr. Chick's report, 
the conditions which’have prevailed in teosut- yours ia the Persian Gulf grain trade ars 
well known to British shipowners and traders, who are definitely of opinion that that 

tive character, and that Messrs, Wénckhaus and the 

-America Line have incurred heavy: losses in this respect or have been 

reeotipbd in some manner not nt present uscertaived. They ito reluctant to engage 

themselves in the trade on such lines, and the Board are not disposed to urge them to 

do so, ‘The improvement in the British services to the Gulf may, however, modify the 
situation to somo extent. 

‘The Board will be glad to arrange for the exhibition of; any samples of foreign 
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‘goods gold in Southern Parsia which His Majesty's consular officers may think nseful to 
procure at any time, but. they doubt if, in the existing conditions of Persian trade, 
mauich active interest would be taken by British traders in such samples. ‘They further 
desixe me to point out that any action by His Majesty’s Governmenc in respect of 
systematic collection of such nimple, au of the formation of Persian Gulf sections of 
the London and Manchester Chambers of Comnierce, would probably bs interpreted as 
fan invitation to British firms to take a more active interest in Persian trade, Having 
regard, however, to the difficulties encountored by firms now engaged in such trade— 
dillicultiss caused matnly by the insecurity of the roads in the British and neutral zones 
tind by Bastian commasal and political policy in Porsia~—the Boanl do not fel able to 
take the responsibility of recommending any action of the kind until there has been 
fuuch an improvement in the prevailing conditions as shill afford British trade with 
Persian reasonable measure of security. 

‘The Board desire me toad the expression of their appreciation of the va. .able 
reports on the’ commercial position in the Gulf which hiave boon furnished by Sir Pe 
Cox and Mr, Chiok, and ox the care and attention which they have given to the wl 
matter, 

Thave, &o. 
H, LLEWELLYN SMI) 





(12063) No. 169. 


Viscount Errington to Poreign Ofice.—(Received March 18.) 
Sir, : 8, Bishopsgate, Lonidon, March 17, 1914. 

SOCTEDH internationale d'fitudes du Chemin do Fer transpersan. 

From the last communication received by Sir William Garstin from the Foreign 
Office, dated the 21st January, 1914, in rogard to the allairs of the proposed ‘Trans 
Porsian Railway, it was conchided that, cortain proposals should be subinitted to the 
British group a4 soon as tho negotiations reforred to us in progress between His 
Mojeaty’s Government and the Russian Government, as well as with » British group 
applying for a mining concession in Persia, lind led to 4 definite decision. 

Tnow have the honour to forward you the accompanying copies of correspondence 
received from the president of the above Sooidté. 

Tn the absence of information from tho Foreign Oifice as to the views held by His 
Majesty's Government in regard to the various points at issuo, the British members of 
the  comité do direction” decided not to attend the last mooting of this body in Paris 
on the 28th Bobrunry, Whe rosults of the mecting in question are embodied in 
M. Raindie’s letter of the Sth March to Sir Willian Garstin (Enolosure 1). 

‘Annexed to M. Raindre's letter of the 7th March will be found the draft text of the 
proposed loiter from the Sooiété a'létudes to tho Persian Government, which ia 
submitted herewith for the approval of His Majosty’s Governmont (Enclosares 2 and 3), 

‘ho British group of the Société d’Mtndes yonture to hope that the Foreign Office 
may now be able to commiunicato to thom Sir Edward Grey's views a8 to various points, 
which have been, under consideration by His Majesty's Government, many of which 
‘aro rocapitulatod in:the correspondence enclosed. 

Until the British group are advised of the decisions arrived at by Sir Edward 
Grey, it appears to them thot further discussions in Paris between the three groups of 
the Société d'Etudes cannot usefully be resumed. 

Thave, &. 
ERRINGTON. 


Enolosure 1 in No. 169. 
A. Raindre to Sir W. Garatin. 


Mle Président ot cher Colldgue, Paris, le 5 mare, 1914: 
‘AU cours do In'séance. do notre comité du 28 février, le groupe russe de notre 
Soci fit, yor Ventremfee do Tun do ses membres, des déslantions dun grand 
intérdt, 
‘Tl en résulto en effet quien réponse 4 une communication du Cabinet de Saint~ 
Pétersbourg, le Gouvernement britannique « inforiné le Gouvernement russe quill était 
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Gsccord avec Tui sur les deux soules questions qui testaient en suspens depuis nos 
dernitres réunions, soit : 


1, En ce qui touche Ia procédure & adopter pour présenter an Gouvernement du 
Schali la demande d'autorisation d’éuides ot Woption en fayeur de la Socidié du Trans 
‘persan 3 

2. En ce qui touche les conditions et résorve sous Iesquelles le Gouvernement:do 
Sa Majesté britannique ne s'oppose pas & ce quo la requéte susvisée Sasso mention des 
acilités sollicitées par la Société au sujet du terminus maritime de ses lignes, 


Un seul point a été modifié dopuis lors, sur In demande du Gouvernement porsan, 
i, soubaitat que fat substité ala remiss do In requéte, par les) représentanta 
iplomatiques A Téhéran un envoi direot fait par la Société d’Emdes au Gouyerne- 

mont duSchahi. Cette modification de forme correspond 4 des eoucis. part 

Gouvernement persan et ne change en rien'lo caractire.do Vappui que lox 

des Puissances intéressées doivent aceorder & Ja Sovidté d'Etudes, 

Dans ces conditions, ona, \ Saint-Pétersbourg, Vimpression quo tien no oppose 
pls a'c0 que soit présentéo Ia demande d'ption, 

Wien que la source de ces informations no laissit aueun doute quant i Jour 
aulontict, le comité a estinéqufavant dn titer lon conséavences pratques ques 
comportent, il convenait que Je groupe anglais pat les confirmor en eo qui le concomo. 

Je viens done yous. prier dé solicitor durgence, auprds du Foreign: Office, 
Yautorisation d'apporter Ia confirmation dont. il stagit, I paraft vraisemblablo, étant 
donnée la forme, concrde qui a Gté confirée aux accords anglo-russes, que. votro 
Ministire des Affaires Ktrangtres ne vous fera pas attondre sa réponso, Aussitot 

nelle sera acquise, nons serons en mesure de prendre, en ce qui touche 'envoi de la 
demande @option, les dispositions que notre Société a lo plus grand intérét A no pan 
rotarder, 
Vouillex, &o. 
RAINDRE, 


Enclosure 2 in No, 169. 
M, Raindre to Viscount Errington, 


Mon cher Vieomte, Parris, lo 7 mara, 1914, 

VOUS avez et sans doute communication des lettres que j'ai udressées.lo.5 mars 
4 Sir W. Garstin au sujet de la demando doption ot au sujot do tn collaboration 

4ventuelle avec le group Greenway en vue de concessions mintdres. 

Notre groupe russe ct, parait, le Gouvernement Inapérinl eonsiddrent Ia question 
comme régiéo on co qui touche ln demuide d'option, Nous. attendous votre 
‘confirmation, 

Nous avons préparé un projet de reqnéte au Gouyemement  periun qui sora 
ropoes au prochain eomits. In été rédige en reproduisant To texto du projet dy 
Foreign Office, Seul, le dernier paragraph est nouveou et il est formulé on tenant 

comple rigoureusoment des réseryes inscrites dans une lettre que youte Gouvernement 
4 fait communiquer au Gouvernement russo pour exposer #03 desiderata. 

Tene crois dono pas que la requite ci-jointe pulsse soulovor aucuno objection do 
yoire cbté Mais pour évitor les portos do tomps quo, vieudrait,  oceasionner tune 
discussion & ce sujet, j'ai Thonnour de vous envoyer oi-joint copie de eo projet & titro 
personnel, on Yous prant-do me donner yotr avis sur cute nédaetion, 

yo. 
OO RATNDRE, 


Enclosure 3 in No. 169, 


Projet dune Late ay Gouvernement pers, pour denander 1Odro} dle Soctits 
{Et 


internationale @Btudes du Chemin de Fer transperean. d'une Option pour la 
Construction et UBzploitation de ta Ligne transpersanc. 


M. lo Ministre, . 

LA Société internationale d'Etudes du Chemin do Fer transpetsin, qui s'est orééa 
avec le concours des principaux établissemonts financiers frangais et russes) ot avec 
‘celui d'un groupe finsncfor de promitre importance & Londres, a notifié en fondation a 
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son Excellence Mle Ministre de Perse & Paris, en le priant d’en faire part } som 
Gouvernement. 

La réponse: transmiso. par son Excellence Samad Khan Momtazos Saltanch 
mmetiant de présumer wn favorable accueil de la part du Gouvernement do Sa 
iajesté le Schaky 1a Société prend Ia Liberté de s’adresser respectueusement et en toute 

confiaice & votre Bxcellence pour obtenir Jos autorisations, facilités ot titres qui lat 
seront néoossaires afin de mener & bien V'entreprise définio par ses statute, 

Dans notre pensée, cette couvre sero, ds le début, avantagouse & !'Bmpire de 
Perse, en développant, au profit de ses populations, de son industrie, de son commerce, 
e aon sol et de son Administration clle-méme, les ressources do. toute nature que 
Vabsenice de grandes yoies de communication laisse oujourd’hui inutilisées. 

A cet effet, nous prions votre Bxcellence de faire acoordor a la Société = 


1. Les autorisations nécessaires pour les études ot les travaux préparatoires pour 
Ja construction d’un chemin de fer traversant Ja Porse du nord-ouest vers le sud-est, en 
passant pas Tehévan, dont lo tracé au deli-de otto capitalo sera ultérieurement 
Abtermin’ ot sounis cusuite & approbation du Gouvernement persan ; 

, Une option ai profit do fa Socidte pour la concession de eotto ligne, dans uno 
Forme susceptible de garantir les intérots engagés 


Nous Serions, en outre, honreux d'étre assurés de la bienveillance avec laquelle le 
Gouvernement de Sa Majesté Je Schah youdrait bien examiner, le moment yenu, les 


(1) Le point dw littoral méridional de la Perse ott Ia ligne projetée atteindrait 
Gventuvllement a mer, et (2) les embranchements qui, apres Slaboration du tracé, 
conformément aux études ob travaux susmentionnés, seraient jugés indispensables au 
bon fonctionneiment do la ligne et an développement économique des régions traversées, 
‘Les émbranchements pourrient tre détinis «l'une fagon plus précise au fur et A mesure 
de Pachovemont des études 


Hany gat ident quo Fontropriso aa clemin do for projeté no enurait avoir 
toute son ‘utiitd, ot prospdrer, sins que lui sofent assurdes 1a Tiberté ot les facilités 
nécessuires pour ses opérations sur tous les’ points ol In Ligue principale et ses 
Ginbrauichemonts yiendtitent & aboutir la mer. Nons devons done prier le Gouverne- 
mont do Sa Majesté le Schah de nous donner & eet égard, et d'une manidre générale, 
Jos sécuslté® indisponsables, Les questions conorites concernant 1a concession 
Gvontuelle, Vadministeation Valformage et leccontrdle dea ports resteraiont d'silleurs. 
résorves, pour Gite ultérieurement oxaminées ct résolues moyennant des accords & 
intorvouit entre les diverses parties intéreasées, 





{12019} No. 170. 
Mr. Greenway to Poraign Office —(Recoived March 18.) 


Winchester House, Old Broad Street, London, 
Si, Mareh 17, 1914. 

I HAVE 16 acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 9th instant, advising a 
further suiguestion which his been put forward by the Russian ‘Goverament for a 
setcient of the question of the Kerman Mining Concession. 

is suggestion might afiord the basis for a settlement 

1. ‘The ‘Trans-Persian Railway Company are-in n position to state definitely the 
peeige saute of tho proposal ransom Railay 

® This route does not conflict in any way with the interests of the Persisn 


Railway Syndicate ; and 

, ‘Phe mineral rights for the route selected do not embrace the particular mining 
deposits which the Porsian Mining Syndicate have always had in view as their 
objective. 


We fear, however, that none of these conditions will be agreeable to the société, 
Tut we are quite ready 16, meet the reprosentatives who it is proposed by tho Russian 
Government should he sent to London, and to discuss fully the matter with them in 
the hope tat this may lead to a settlement of the question, 
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1 Before meeting then, however, it would be desirable for His Majesty's Goverament 
to acquaint us with their views on the question of whether, ander any chroumstances, 
Shey would favour th anqusion ly a foun group of ining ghts within the 
British sphere. “When this matter was under discussion in tho eatly part of last vone 
‘wo understood that His Majesty's Government were. strongly opposed to this, and, 
contieetion with the proposal that the British group of the sociaté should bo offered a 
participation in the Persian Mining Syndicate, it was suggested that, in order to 
overcome this diffcaliy, two separate coimpanies should be formed to work the aainin, 
rights covered by the concession, one for the portion of the concession in tho, nout 
spliere, and the other for the portion in the British sphore, and that. the eoviété should 
only bo offered a participation iu the former. 
_ Should His Majesty's, Government still hold tho same view it would be imprice 
ticable to adopt the Russian Government's proposal in respect of the whole lengah of 
the route. 
Tam, &e, 
G, GREENWAY, 





(12108) No. 171, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received Mareh 18.) 
(No. 86.) 
Telegraphic) R. 

NDARMERIB at Kuzenm. 
My immediately preceding telegram of 14th March. 

Situation at Kazerun is still far fron satisfactory, und cannot bo made go until 
the gendarmes arc in sufficient foros to undertaky ‘punitive expedition against) the 
Gisturbers of the peace, who are at largo in’ the neighbouring hills. Tt appears clear 
that all the Tooting, that took place on Bnd and’ Mngeh’enanoh be tuid nt tho 
door of the gendarmotio, since it veems pretty suze that. local riflemen, who came in 
from the neighbouring posts to asi gendarmerie, were responsible for the grentor 
part of it. 

British consul, who hng just returned to Shiraz from Dastarjin, whero ho had been 
to moot Colonel Morrill, is in close touch with situation, and by his enorgotic action 
has helped much to.straighten things out, In. theye ciroumstances, I have requosted 
acting consul-general at Bushiro to recall member of his staff whom ho lind dospatched 
to Kazerun to mako enquiry, without consulting molbeforo doing 9o. Presonce of auch. 
‘an official, who cannot be so woll acquainted with local conditions as is necting consul 
at Shiraz, would only tend to complicate matters, and would reflect upon capability of 
O'Connor, who is more able to cope with didiculties of the moment-than anyone else, 


Taliran, March 18, 1914, 





fiog79) ; No. 172, 
Sir Bainard Grey to Count Benolendorff. 


Your Excellency, Foreign Office, March 18, 1014, 

IT HAVE the honour to transmit to your Excellency herewith » copy of a 
correspondence betwoon the Imperial Bank of Persia and the Banquo d'Escompte de 
Perse rolative to the importation of silver into. Persia, and also tho terms of the final 
arrangement arrived at on tho eubjeot® 

fis Majesty's Government entirely concur in the settlement between. tho, two 
banks, as recorded in those papers, and I should bo glad if your Hxcellaney would be 
80 good as to inform me whether the Imperial Russian Government lao. agres to the 
torms of the arrangemont, 
Thave, & 
GREY, 





Ms. Nowell to Ml, Rebraney 7. In [62]; Moworaniun in [#528], M. Lvat to At Neil 
Fobraary 7 [0425]; MMe Newall tM, Polouboyannor, February 9, 1914, tn (0628); text of atrangeunent, 
i, poco paragraph of [10573]. 


(ic67), 2Q 
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(12446) No, 173. 


(667) Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—{Recoived March 20.) 
Noy 87: 
{elegraphic.) Tehran, March 20, 1914. 

Sr, PETERSBURGH telegram No, 71 of 15th March ; Swedish gendarmerie. 

ML. Sazonot’s statement respecting position in Russian sphore of influence is as 
misleading as it is inaccurate, as his Excellency must have been well aware. If it is 
‘intended that use of expression “north and south of Persia” in the discussions about 
radius of action of gendarmerie should mean that north equals Russian zone and 
south equals neutral and British zones, it will be found that ont of a total strength of 
about 0000 gendarmes) two-thirds aro employed in ‘Russian sphere of inuence’ aa 
against one-third who are employed in neutral and British spheres—namely, in Shiraz 
and Kerman districts. 

‘The much vaunted quiet and prosperity of Russian sphere is entirely due, as far 
‘as such parts of it are concerned in which there are no Russian troops, to the efforts of 
the gendarmes, who have restored order on the roads from Resht to beyond Kum, and 
from thence on to Sultanabad and from Kazvin to Hamadan, ist all the district 
ryound Tehran is now perfectly quiet, and such brigands as Naib Hussein of Kashan, 
who laughed at a Persian Cossack force sent against him, and robbed and disarmed a 
pitty of Russion ‘soldiers ‘on another occasion, are, out of fear of the gendarmes, 
endeavouring to make peace with the Government, and are suing for permission 101 go 
to Kerbela. 

Th ia conceivable that Al, Sasonot dose not know that roads from hran to Meabed 
and from Hamadan to Kermanshah and Turkish frontier are in Russian sphere, but it 
is inconceivable that he should not know that their state of insecurity is only equalled 
‘by that of Luristan in the neutral zono and of Kurdistan in the Russian zone. When 
‘one considers the work that Swedish officers haye done with some three or four thousand 
raw Persian levies, one cannot but amile at M. Sazonof's solf-satisfaction that some 
10,000 Russian regulars have kept order in Azerbaijan whilst allowing, bfutal atrocities 
46 bo porpotrated by thelr puppet Shuja under their very noses, aud consequently wit 
their teil approval 

Mo trot gut the Gotman bogoy asia reason for not inoreasing Sweden ia farical 
Beyond the fact that they are better soldiers, more methodical, and much more 
hard-working than their Russian fellows, they havo mado no display of German 
tondonoies except in their accoptanco of hospitalitios of Corman Minister, and havo 
never had a word with any Russian ‘authority. Such excuses can’ only ‘be 
intended to cloak the real design, which is to prevent Porsia from developing a 
acca cpl augtba eapelio oF ioaing  stotte ee) rath tation aud l-rentans 
Rossian pipe by a force bound to Russian interests which will not act 
counter to infamous policy of absorption pursued by Russian consuls, who make 
use of Russian troops and Porsian Cossacks to intimidate such Persians as 
may have tho: cottrage to) refuse to make over their Jands to Russian subjects 
OF protected porous, This wystomiof coloniition is beg curred out on a Inrge seals 
‘at the present moment in the frontier region between Astrabad and Meshed, where 
TPG aR Nat gee gee 

Porsian Ministers rofuso to seo their folly in preferring Russian troops paid for by 
‘Rusaia to Ruasian troops under a Persian name paid for by themselves, 

Doubtless if M. Sazonof had a hint of this the threat, already used. when increase 
of Cossack detachment at Tabriz was demanded, would again be made, namely, that 
Persia must for the future pay for Russian army of occupation. A thorough reform 
of Cossack brigade is a deception; the force would always remain a weapon of coercion 
in the hands of Russian consuls. 

After russification of military forces would come that of financial administration. 
Already new Russian Minister has urged, from behind his favourite screen af “ personal 
opinion,” that Treasurer-General should have Russian financial agents in the north. 
Position of Great Britain in Persin has suffered enormously since signing of convention. 
911907) how much only thoné who have lang kiown 8 country ca sealise,  Britiak 
trade has been practically driven out of ape is non-existent north of that city, 
‘once the cradle of British commerce in Persia, and is rapidly losing ground at 
‘Hamadan and places east of that important centre. This result is not alone due to 
disturbed state of southern roads, but also to the fact that roads north and east 
‘of towns named have been rendered safe for passage of Russian goods, not by 
‘Russian troops; but! by gendarme under Bwedie Olficers, ML. \Bazonot ia oither 
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+20 blind to Ruscian interests, or so intent uipon his plan for swallowing Persia, againat 
his will, that be does not see what his half-Cerman Swedes have done for Russias 

T would venture to repeat. that I am of opinion that British national\ lionour 
demands that whatever Persian force may be need in neutral and British spheres 
should be put undor British. officers if forces employed in Russian sphere are to bo 
under Russian officers, ‘The gravity of the sitnation must be the excuse for the 
length of this telogram. 





11117] No. 174. 
Sir Rdward Grey to Sir G, Buchanan. 


(No. 111. Confidential.) 
Sir, Foreign Ofiee, March 20, 1914, 

I TRANSMIT toyour Excellency herewith a copy of a despiteh from His Majesty's 
Ambassador at Paris relative to the roported intention of Silar-ed-Dowleh to rottrn to 
Persin.® 

Thave to request that your Excellency syill bring the substance of Sir I. Bortie 
despatch to the knowledge of the Russian Minister for Moreign Affairs, and will sound, 
his Excellency aa to tho desirability of issuing a warning to tho Prince that if he 
makes any attempt to return to Persia the British and Russian Governments will. give 
all moral support to tho Porsian Government in the latter's efforts to oppose him, ond 
that his pension will be cancelled. 

In this connection E would invite 9 reference to my telegram to Mr, O'Boimo 
No, 546 of the 2st July and to Sir W. Townloy's telogram No, 329 of the 17th 
Septersoer last. yaa 

am, &. 


B, GREY. 





111368) No. 175, 
Sir Edward Grey to Sir Le Mallet, 


A Foreign Ogee, March 20, 1914. 
WITH reference to my dospatch No, 73 of the 11th ultimo, I transmit to your 
Excellency herewith a copy of a memorandum loft by the Russian Ambassador at thia 
Office;t on the subject of the attitude of tho ‘Turkish authorities on the urco-Persian 
frontier, 

‘As rogards the last paragraph theroof, I leave it to your Wxcelleney's disoretion aa 
to whether you should tako any action or not, 

Should, however, your Excellency think fit to. speak to the Ottomai Government 
as suggested, you may point out that any sigarcssive acts of ‘Turkey on this frontier 
only tend tordead to tho; maintenance of Russian troops in. Porsin, a stop which is 
either in the interest of Turkey nor of Porsia nor of His Majesty's Government, 


Tam, &o, 
RY. 





12603) No, 176. 
Count Benckendorff to Sir Edward Croy.—(Recoived Mareh 21.) 


Ambasrade Tmpériato de Russie, Londres, 
M. lo Seerdtaire d'Etat, to7 (20) mara, 1914. 

TAL eu Vhonneur de rocevoir In note, do votre Excellence on: date, du 18 mars 
courant, aveo anuexes, concernant accord. établi entre 1a Bandue Impériale de Perse 
et Ja Banque d’Escompte'de Perse, Sie ae ee 

En remerciant votre Excellence de cette communication, je m'emptesee de 
Vinformer, de mon c6t6, que Varrangement suryenu, tel qu'il résulte de In 


# No: 100, No. 164. 
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‘correspondance entre Josdites banques ainsi que du résumé do la question de V'imparia- 
ou dexgent pours Monnaie persone, ot ‘ontidrement approuvée par le Gouvernement. 
wpérial, 
C'est avec, Sc, 
BENCKENDORFE. 





[12564] No. 177. 
India Ofice to Foreign Office {Received March 21.) 


Bis, Tndia Office, March 20, 1914. 

TAM direoted by the Secretary of State for India to acknowledge the receipt of 
your lotier of tho 13th instant regarding the financial: requirements, of the Swedish 
gendarinorie in the province of Furs 

2, he Marquess of Crowo fully appreciates the foree of tho remark made by the 
Secrotary of State for Foreign Affairs in his despatch No, 10 of the 5th February last 
to His Majesty's Minister, Tehran, that. “if Persia continues to recvivo instalments of 
fuids whonevor the need arises she will never pay her own way, and he has already 
jndicated his own strong dislike for the principle of financial doles in this Office letter 
No. 318 of the 12th February, 1013, But he appreliends that tho aim of British policy 
fo Porsin ja the maintonauce and fartheranco of British interests, rather than the 
cotablishinent of a sound financial system for its own sake, and he has no doubt that 
tho fist requirement of British interests nt tho present moment is an effective police 
force, whilethe itnportance of auch force to Porsia herself is recognised by Sir B; Grey 
in hig tlogram No. 142 of the 12th instant to His Majesty's Ambassador, St. Petersburgh. 

3, Lam to recall attention to. Foreign Ofice letter of the 16th February, 1913, to 
tho Lords Coinmissioners of the ‘reasury, and to. say that the arguments used. by 
Sir 1, Groy in recommending the initiation of this scheme aro, in Lard. Crowe's opinion, 
Tio lows forcible now that the question has arison of its continuance, Persia has indeed 
made soine progress since that lettor was yeritten, but the one substantial step forward 
that hay been made has been the work of the gendarmerie, and his Lordship shares 
Bir W, Townley's fears that any relaxation in tat work will lead to a rouewal of the 
chaos out of which Bars is slowly emerging, and the loss to British and Indian interests 

Of futuro prospects, but of the money actually expended by His Majesty's 

‘it and the Government of India, 

is Lordship ia impressed by the considerations advanced by Sir W. Townley 
in hig despateh No. 201 of tho 24th December and telegram No. 80 of the Sth March, 
‘and by the recent report of tho military attaché, “Tehran, enclosed in Sir W. ‘Townley'e 
despatch No. 30, to the list paragraph of whiol he-would invite epecial attention, In 
his opinion, theto consideraions, aldo to those vrged in to Foreign, Office letter to 
tho reasuty above «uoted, make an oxeeedingly strong case for-a further advance for 
the gendarmerie in Fars it the ndcessary funda exnnot be found by the Persian 
Government, If Sir E Grey also takes this view, Lord Orewe would suggest that, 
‘hile Six W, Townley is instructed to reply to the Persian Government in the sense 
Ridieated in your letter, he should be informed confidentially that His Majesty's 
Goverment have no intention of letting the echeme collapse in Fars. 

5. AL tho sume tino, bis Bxexllmoy might also be requested to obtain farther 
information a8 to the actual amount that will be required for its maintenance in the 
‘coming year, and why some part at any rate of the total cost of tho Fars gendarmerie 
Ghould yor be found by the Persian Goverment, It does not appear whether the 
Gattinate of 160,000, (which is in excess of the amount actually required for the first 
Snr) is baged upon tho inoteaged numbors which Major O'Connor deprocates, It is alo 
seerittor for consideration whether the Persian Government might not be strongly 

ruiged to reduce the proposed expenditure on gendarmerie elsewhere in. Persis, whore 
Tis presence is not so welcome and whero British interests do not predominate, and 
therehy find monoy for the force in Fars and Kerman, 
Tam, &e. 
‘. W. HOLDERNESS, 
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12554) No. 178, 


Sir W. Potonley to Sir'Baieard Grey. —(Recet 
8 a). a ey. (Received March 21.) 
ie.) * Tehwan, March 21, 1914. 
“SUPEERSBURGH iclegram No. 66 of 7th March; Azerbaijan. 
<,, Thiave seen sceretly a talogram from Shuja to:the Minister of{¢he Interior, This 
the evident outcome of orders received “from St. Petersburgh, and’ Has been cleve 
‘worded under the guiding hand of the Russian viee-consul at Tabriz. Tt Saaaine al 
Separatist intentions, which lave been impnted:to him ly his enemies aid intriguors, 
vant sserts‘his gole object to be maintenance of the independence of Persia andiof the 
true faith nnd of security and order : 
‘Goveruor-Genoral assirea: Minister of Titerior that, he will tako'no’ step against 
“the fidependence of Islam, will not fail to'serve Persian Government, an vall'do 
nothing contrary to its interests, “In cOuolusion toleptam says that, differences bf 
“epitiion and policy are the only ‘conse for anxiety, and thayitis difficult: for him to 
“aeoap! certain proposals which are agains do-oligion and i ntrets of the country 
sginrident allusion to he Mee, whieh 2 as previously declared to be contrary 
th religion. 
Tr isis step forward that ho should’ profess allegimoo'to the Central Government. 
{Airomell to Foreign Offco; repeated to Tbr) 





‘Taare No. 179, 


Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reeeived March 23.) 
(No. 66) 

ir, Tehran, March 9, 1914, 

WITH ‘reference to revont telographio) conrespondence upow the wubject ‘af the 

ising of the tofangchis of Kazerun against the gondarmerio, Ichayo tho honour to 
report that tho hopes raised that Major Ohson was niot dead wore unfortunately basoleds, 
uid that iis body was recovered after the rebellious tofangohis had heen forced to 
evacuate their positions. The corpse las been couveyed to Shirag, where it was buried 
shie grounds of tho gendarmerio hospital-with pofiting military honours, in tho 
prétante of tlio Governor-General and other lopal authorities. 

1 appear that line; Ohson deplayed Signal courage ‘whon Major Ohlson fell, 
and on the withdrayal of the gendarmos to their barracks aftor lier husband had boot 
Killed took command of tho fores, ordered tha men to defend the strong porition 
cocupied, and probably by her courogeous-aititude saved a disaster, as without game 
uch moral support i¢ is moro than probable that the men would lye surrendered to, 
the superior foree Opposed to them, which would bays ontailed tho loa, not only. of 
their rifles and ammunition, Lut also of valuable pieces of artillory. 

T understand thot the Persian Government intend to prosont Maue. Ohzon yeith 
‘jum of 1,000, in aitdition to tho pension secured to her undox hor husband's contract, 
lint the Regent will also givo her a 1,000), out of bis private purse, shi that & sum of 
money is boing, collected privataly among tho Porsians for tho purpowe of purchasing: 
her a small house in Sweder Me> 

Thave, So. a 
WALTER ‘TOWNLEY. 





(12674) No, 180, 
‘Sir L, Mallet to Siv‘Haswird Grey.— (Received March 28,) 


QNo.177.) 
‘Sr, 
WITH reference to my, despatch Noi 118 of tho 24th wl mo, T have the hotiotir to 
pate! 


Conatanti: . 


‘ablose hefein copy of « despatch from'tho Biitish eonimipsioner ou the Tures-Persian, 
Frontier’ Commission, reporting on delimitation work at Kusbk-i-Basri und ‘Diaiji, ‘and 
“snclo¥ing the procdé-terbal of the second sitting of the Commi 
T would venture to remind you that Mr, Wratislaw is partioulifly miixiote Yo Bo 
furnished with six copies of all these procke-verbause when:printed. 
Tivo, do. 
LOUIS MALLE, 


[ass7) oR 
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Enolosure 1 in No, 180. 
Conwul-General Wratislaro to Sir L. Mallet. 


‘ Mohammerah, February 9, 1914. 

I HAD the honour to report in tay despatch: No. 7 of the 30th ultimo that it was 
tho intention of the Commission to Jeave on the Ist Pebroary for Kushk-i-Basri (this 
appears to ba the correct apelling of the place hitherto known 08 Kushki-Basra). ‘The 
intention was duly exceuted, and shortly after midday: on the 2nd we encamped by a 
pond of rainwater, which ia dry in summer, und just now affords the only water 
supply in the district. Tt-has the disadvantage, besides being too full of mud to afford. 
‘a pleasant beverage, of lying at a distance of 5 miles from Kushk-i-Basri itself. 

On the aftomoon of the 2nd and during the whole of the next day the Commission 
was engaged in fixing the point on latitude $1, which is the terminus of the frontier 
Tine north from Diaiji, and in running a line of boundary-marks westward from that 
point towards the Khor Avem and southward in the direction of Diaiji, ‘The length 
‘of these Lines. was limited by the impossibility of procuring water elsewhere than in 
the immediate neighbourhood of the camp. 

On tho night of the 3rd, and at intervals during the 4th, heavy rain fell, and the 
desert, particularly in the vicinity of the camp, became deep in nud, and nothing 
more could be done, On the morning of the Sth we returned to Sabaa, and thence by 
siver steamer to Mohammerah, 

‘All the transport and other arrangements for this excursion were carried out by 
Captain Wilson, and well merited the warm thanks expressed by my colleagues, 

‘The sublectmiseion, consisting of a Russian, a Turkish and a Persian officer, mot 
haying: executed to the satisfaction of the Commission their task of running out a ling 
of boundary-marks northwards from Diaiji in the direction of Kushk-i-Basri, were 
Toqueated at yostorday’s meoting to return and complete the work. 

‘The noxt rendeavous hig boon fxed at Oumm Chis on the 26th Februafy.. The 
Russians will go vid Ahwaz, the Turks vid Amara, while propose to start: on the 14th 
‘by land with the British Commission, arriving there on or about the 2st. 

T enclose copy of the procl-verbat of tho second sitting of the Commission, held on 
‘board the ‘Turkish: gunboat * Marmaris.” 

Thave, &. 
A.C. WRATISLAW. 


Enclosure 2 in No. 180. 


Procte-verbal of Second Meeting of Turco-Peretan Frontier Commission, 


LA deuxitmo séance a en lieu dimanche, 12 (5) janvier, 1914, & bord do la 


canonnidre ottomano " Marmaris,” sous la présidence de M, lo conimisssire britannique. 


Hitoiont présonts : MM. les commissaires ot commiseaires-adjoints au complet et le 
comps technique. 


Milo président donno lecture du procds-verbal do lx séance précédente, qui fut 
approuyé. : bpd 

Tl propose ensuite que le corps technique trace ls ligne frontitre qui leur sera 
indiquée par MA les commissairos sur la carte idontique, eny apportant les modifications 
rendies nécessaires par ee travail. 

Mi te cowamiestio,otoman velo. quo parm te tes margues, eur Is cate 
ientiqu il yon qu nfeistent pas actuellement. Mt demand que Is Commision 
pronne ncte do cette décinration. En conaéquencs, on en prend acte, 

‘Pendant Je trajet MM, les commiasaires ont constaté lo position des fles revenant 
‘Ja Porse conforméinent au protocole, 

‘Arrives Fao, MM. les commissaires ot lo corps technique se rendent terre 
pour détonniner Ie point oft Ia ligne Srontiire venant dh large tou 1a sive persane, 

Do retour ¥ bord, la Commission reprend la séance. On procéde & décrire la 
frontidse de Ia manidre suivante : 


La ligne frontibre vient du large pour toucher fa rive gauohe du Chatt-ol-Arab & 
un point situé i une distance de 2 milles en aval du fort sppartenant actuelloment au 
Gheikh Khazasl. Lo position de, ce fort a été observée de Ja terrasse du bureau 
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{élégraphique Impérial ottoman de Fao, of son azimut avec’ lo nord fut: constaté 
étre de 87 degrés. A partir de ce point elle snit le niveau des eaux basseside la rive 
gaucho (rive d’Abbadan) jusqu'aux deux fles situées devant Manyouhi (Makouhi), 
qu'elle contourne de fagon files Taissor ila Poras.: Elle vient immédiateient rejoindre 
la ligue dui niveaw qu’elle suit jusqu’aux quatro fles sittiées ontre Mouaonie (Maouiye) 
‘et Choutait (Chetait), Ayant contourné ced flow’ de mnanibre'd les Iaissor en territoire 
persau, ello 6 confondl de nouveau aves Ia ligne du niveau des eaux basses ot Ja suit 
jusqu'd Pile de Mouhalla, qui fait partio du territoiro porsan'ayec Tes deux iles sities 
entre celle-ci ct la rive persane. Apré avoir contoumé Mouhalla on suivant toujours 
Je méme nivean, elle vient au point ol cominence Jo port ot anorago do Motismmerah. 
Ce point, actuellement conn sous Te nom de Touweidjat, est situs A une:distance do 
4,650 pieds anglais du point le plus avancé de la rive gaucho du Karoin préa de sa 
jonction avec le Chatt-el-Arab, 


‘M. le commissaire ottoman dit que Jes tes appartenant A la Porso d’aprés’ le 
protocole de Constantinople farent énumérées une & une dans la description, tandis quo 
elles qui reviennont & la Turquie d’aprds le méme protocole 1'y sont pas montionnées, 
Tl déclare que la Peel est incomplete, et demande y faire insérer la phiraso 
suivant du protocole: “ De ce point Ja frontitre suit le cours du Chatt-cl-Arab jusqu’a, 
Ja mer en laissant gous Ia souveraineté ottomane Je fleuye et toutes les tles qui a'y 
trouvent . ....” 

Ta demande de M. commissaire ottoman souleya uno discussion. M. lo 
commissaire russe dit qu'il n'est pas nécossaire de donner plus de détails, puisque la 
frontiére suit la rive persane du Chatt-el-Arab, M. le commissaire persane trouve 
inutile l'addition do In phrase. M, le président déclare que Ja possession ottomano du 
Chatt ot des autres {les est reconnue ; elle est une chose établie dans le protocole : la 
‘Commission n’est chargée que de marquor Ja frontiére. M. lo commissaire ottoman 
persiste dans sa maniore de voir, qu’il dit étre des plus logiques, I dit qu'il pourrait 
‘se contenter de l'insertion de In phraso "Jes autres fies ‘appattionnent & la Turquie.” 

ata gus la pecpoetgn le BL 16 cominiamire roses In Commniaston desided 
prendre aste dans eo procbs-verbal de In déclaration turquo, 

Ensuito on a diseuté le programmo dos travaux do la Commission pour la. somaing 
prochaine, et MM. les commissaires se sont mis d'accord pour se rendro ) Daédji 
{Diaiji) jeudi, 18 (20) janvior, A bord du batean. persan ll fut également, déoidd 
ulano commlsion composted nombre rszent. de gia do chaguocommsion 

‘ira pour Kouchk-i-Basri dimancho, 19 janvier (1 féyrier), M, lo. ‘commissaire 

rtnnigus dla prt wo charger do toutn Pongueaton pour le voyage, 
ncomite, do considérables préparatits, yu J nature da diert qu'on va travers. Ta 
‘Coramission » accopté cotto offre aves remeroiements. 

‘En conséquenes, in t6 arrété durant cette séance: 

1. La deseription do la ligne frontidre dopuis la mer jusqu‘a ‘Touwoidjat; 

2. Le départ jeudi pour Daddji; et 

3. Le dépirt pour Kouchk-i-Basti d'une commission’ pour détersminer oo point ot 
4 plier les borace nécosenires. 


Fait A Mohammerah, le 12 (25) janvier, 1914, 





{13138} No. 181. 


Acge 8 Townley to Sir Bdward Grey.—(Received Marel 24.) 

jo, 1. 

Gegesphis) st Teliran, Mareh 24, 1914. 
MY telegram No. 86 of 18th Murch, 

Fighting has been resumed near Kazerun, whore gendarmes, supported by 
Kashgais, have attacked outlaws. 





(13139) No, 182, 
Mole Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey.—(Reoeived March 24) 
{slog Tehran, March 24, 1914. 


(Telegraphic. 
‘iy ees No, 87 of 20th March Parsian gendarmerie. ‘ 
Russian Minister asserts that Rustian Minister for Foreign Affairs must lave 
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sneant five notther provinces. and not ‘the entire Russian sphere when speaking to 
Sir G. Buchanan about the midius of action of the gendarmerie, He professes to 
conbider that the Russian Government cannot now limit numbers and sphere of action 
of the gendarmerie, having accepted its creation without auch conditions. He suggesta 
98 6 compromise that: wo should support Russian request for the Cossack brigade to be 

« nerd to Sue Tnit of 6,000, en, to be propenly reorganized on the sat lies 
‘genrlurmirie, while the latter should be allowed’ to develop as:much as may be 
Hoetessry with the sistatice: of the-two Governments. He declared hinelf ready to 
‘egotiat, in’conjunction with me, with the Persian Government on these lines, but'T 
did not gather tbat be hus wpy debate authority to do go, 





(12446) No, 153. 
Bir Edward Grey to Sir G. Bushanan. 
ai 187.) 


MPelographic,) Poreiym Ofice, March 24, 1914, 
LW: TOWNDEY’s telegram No, 87 of 20th March: Persian gendarinerie, — 
Your Excellency will of Course not montion matter to Minister for Poreign’ Affairs 
poniling instructions from mo, 
‘(Repsated to Tohtan, No. 66.) 





(13802) No, 184. 
Sir @.Bushanan'to'Sir Badwoard Grey.—(Reeeived Mare 25) 


0, 7 4 
gee) R. St Peteraburgh, Mnyeh 25, 1914. 
YOUR deaputon No, 111. P in 5 Z 

Assintint, Minister for Wordign Atfairs (in absense of Ministor for Foreign: Affairs): 
tataths that ho does iuot believe tint Silat seriously intends to Tetum to Persia, but that 
‘Mois Governient in eonmghience of reports that washed ‘thom, warned Prince's 


Ei’ days aio thint if h took sich a stop ho would himself be the’ multe. i 

Miniatr for Rolain aunoeenty for Rin Govurament to fstio 
Mtiotlicr warning ‘now. Ho. muggested, Kowover, that if His Majesty's Ministér’th 
‘Berio is jnstricted to Warn PHinés hie might consult: his Russian odlleagmo, who would. 
inform him prvolsely of the detion whieh hie had taken. 





113268) No. 185. 
; Sir W. Lowriley to Sir Hidward Grey.—(Received March 25.) 
No. 9.) 


(eloggraphic.) Tehran, March 25, 1914. 

MY toloegrain No: 89 of 21st March, A 

‘Tho teloxem from Shuja has made w bod improssion on the Persian Government, 
who consider that the good point that he acknowledges Central Government and 
disavows all soparatist ideas is-more’ than counterbalanced by tho Iattor half, of his 
talogris, ji [te cousidored impli thit he’ will nok allow elestions, and ia loyal 
to the oxShak alone, . ; x 

‘Tho Russian Minister told’ ma yesterday that Shuja had! now received the moat 
diatinct orders not to oppose elections in any way. 





(19274) No. 186. 
r Sir W. Townley to Sir Bdvoard Groy—(Received March 25.) 
fo. 4.) 


'Pelegranhics) Pekran, March 25, 1914, 
YOUR telegram No, 187 of 24th March to St. Petersburgh: Persian gendarmoria, 
Vidws of Russian Government respecting question of Cossacks versus gendannerie 

in Russian sphere have become moro or léss, public property as. result of im iiterview 

given by Russian Minister, which doos not-tally with what he said tome two days ago, 

10 correspondent hare of" Rtusskoe Slovo” 
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sa qbfeasurer General told me this morning that it Russian scheme js carsied through 
it will bo impossible for him to continue’ finaucial administration in that’ sono, 
Rassian Minister says that his Goverament, to bo logical, iaust insist upon Russian 
financial agents in Russian zone if they insist ‘upon Persiia Cossacks under Rusaian 





(12564) No, 187, 
Sin Edward Grey to Sir W. Townley, a 
jo. 67.) 


'Telographic,) Foreign Osteo, Marchi 25, 1914. 
YOUR talocram No. 0 of 81 Marek Perstan perience” 

You should inform Minister of Interior and ‘Treasuror-Ceneral that’ before His 
Majesty's Government could consider any further financial udvances they would have 
to bo satisfied that: Persian Government have made nn honest endeavour to-miest, the 
gendarmerie charges aut of their own resources. Expenditure on police forbes 
‘ecessary to maintain order is properly.a first charge on any unplodged Govornuant 
revenue, and I gather that money required is available for considerable part at least 
of current financial year, His Majesty's Government trust that with proper mange: 
ment balance of expenditure will also bo met. At any rato they inst walt Yo eee hogy 
matters stand when moment of shortage of mouoy,approsches, 


(Georet,) 
Hip Majesty's Government fly svilige that to allow gondarmorie scheme in Fars 
to collapse wonld be most unfortunate in British interest, but, oxcopt aa part. of w 
complete change in their whole poliey in regard to Persia, thoy eould not wpprove a 
arrangement for continuing to bolater up the schemo, unloss they, were datislicd that 
Persian Government would, within a reasonable timo, be able to aupport it thomuelves. 
Otherwise it might be the wiser coun to cut our losses now, and not add to thom, 
You should therefore try to obtain further information regarding actual amount. 
cede for maintenancy of geudarmierio during current year, and typort what ie the 
limit fn amount and in time beyond which you consider that cost in Fara eould aot by 
provided by Persian Government, 
Does estimate of 150,000L, which exceeds first Hones etal cont, inchudo ie 
increase in numbers which dcting consul at Shiraz duprecatod: (soo your despatch 
No, 201 of 24th: December, paraszraph 2)? 
T should: also weleome your obsorvatioas on’ suggestion which’ hn bean made 
that the Persian Government might reduce expaniiiture on igendarmorio in. those 
districts where its presence is unywuloome, and whore British intarwsts do aot pro- 
dominate, and thus fini money for the forve in Fara aud Kerman, 





(23338) No, 188, 
Sir W. Townley to Sir Edward Grey. —(Received Marchi 26.) 


fo, 95.) 
{ts iphic.) Re Tekran, Mareh 26, 1014, 
tologram No, 91 of 24th March’; Persian gondarmorio at Kazerun, 

Shiraz reports gendarmes have returned ta Kazerun without socomplishing: 
anything. Situation at Kazerun is still very unsettled, Gendarmes are reported 16 
he out of hand, and to be unable to secure safety of foven, whioh is entered nightly by 
outlaws Riflemen of the neighbouring places, who have done most of ie looting and 
havo been summoned to nssist gendarmes, are gphressing the people, Only 
feature of the situation is the presence of small forces of Keshia is under Mobiamm 
Khan snd Knshgais sent by Soulet, who appear to be genuinely anxioug to. lel 
fendarmics. Al! possible steps ato ‘being, taken to assiat gondarinas to xe-ostabli 

jemselves. 

Thove urged general officer commanding ore to winko a stziking example of any 
Persian gendarmerie officers convicted of looting, and to order rotitn of ull plunder, 
since the entire future of tho force depends upon the maintenance of its good namo. 





[ise7) Bs 
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13422) No. 189. 
Memorandum respecting the Trans-Persian Railiray, 


1, AN Interdepartniental Conference wns Weld at the 
Foreign Ofiice on the 19th instant to consider the reply. 
that should be returned to the Russian Memorandum of 
‘the 25th February lst. ; 

‘Tho representatives of the various Government 
Uspartinents prevent were 


Sir A. Nicolson (Chairman) : 
Sir Eyre Crowe Foreign Office. 
Mr. G, R, Clerk 

rol Sir HL, B. Jacleson : 
Re Aaa Bie Edmond edo} BENG 
Major-General H. H, Wilkon ... War Office. 
Sir A, Hirt, Tndia Office. 


Sir H, Llewellyn Smith a 
Mr. B; Antley } Board of trade, 


‘The conclusions reached by the Conference are now 
submitted for the consideration of His Majesty's Govern- 
together with short explanation of: the present 
position of thie Trans-Persian Railway question, in. order 
tha the obligations ental by the adoption of the 
roply sugyosted may be fully apprecinted. he 
0 eee eR as, 
objeotions of the Government of India, which have beon 
accepted by His Majesty's Goverment, to any line 
tonlaating ant of Bander Abbos, It is enough to any 
that. they: ure insuperable, and that the whole scheme 
must bo abandoned if the Russian Goveramont will not 
ivo up. theit sproposal of a line from Astara-Resht= 
Nehran-Yezd-Kerman to Chahbaxy and will not agree to 
8 terminus ot Bundor Abbas or west of that place, On 
tho other hand), the Russian Government have definite 
vetoed the alignment originally suguested by His 
Majesty's Government of Antara—Resht-Tehran-Tapahan— 
Shimz-Bundor Abbas, aid insigtenes on tht routo will 
equally ‘entail the breakdown of tho ‘Trans-Persian 
Railway projeot. 
Sy LAs testeee Cbyiou Ay alnclution abet Ba 
sought batwoen there two limits, and the proposal now 
ub forward by the Conference ix for Tine Astara~Resht— 
Tehisn="¥ee\ Anne Eabimsayid-Saidabnde Abia 
Bander Abbas (or tho terminus on Clarence, Straita 
which the surveys now: being carried out may show to be 
moro suitable), with « branch line of 70° miles. from 
Babramabid to Kerman, 


prove to be valuable oil-fetds near Abmadi: and 
AT aaly bean ona sec repent i Chic Engineer of 
the Gaycentient ots tain, MacsW, A Dobos) who reports 
it'to be a practicable route, though undeniably costly, 
Tn making this offer to the Russian Government, stresa 
should be laid on our conéession in abandoning the 
Tppahan-Shiraz route and on the fact thab the present 
line gous a very long way to meet Rusitan wishes, Tt ix 
oh thetofore unveasousts ta dak thot Boma on her aide 
should show equal readiness to His Majesty's Government. 
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5. Tt should be noted that there aro’ incidental 
advantages in deciding tipon a definite aligament; the 
expense of alternative surveys js saved, and. aotual 
construction can be began musi sooner—in this caso, 
4 very important considerutiod. 

6 The Russian attitude ia now clearly defined, 
With or witout the Trans-Persian Railway, the Russian 
Goverment intead to build railways in this zone, end 
this means that British trade will be driven out of 
Persia unless railways are simultaneously started from 
the south. Not ouly, therefore, can wo tiot afford to let) 
the Trans-Persian scheme die of inanition, but we must 
Secure that the British end shall he constricted aa neat) 
88 possible pari passw with the Russian, Unfortunately 
the Russian plans are already complote and they. could 
aturt building to-murrow, whtle we heve nethin Beyond 
Mr: Johns! sough survey already mentioned, ho top 
accordingly should stipilate that the principle of simul: 
‘taneous construction from the two ends of tho line 
should be admitted, which could find practical effoot by: 
an agreement that onstruction shall not begin in the 
north until the survey starts from the sonth, and shall 
in no caso proceed beyond Tehran until constuction haw 
begun upon the southern line and ite progress northywards 
iW assured, 

%, The Russian Goyerament: hold that, as regards 
management and enntrol of tho railway in the neutral 
zone, thero should be an equal voles for Rusian, Tema, 
‘and British intorosta, Apart fromthe fact that in this 
eae wo should bo in a perpetual minority, tho line 
‘8 tow proposed runs for by far the greator part through 
the Russian and neutral zones, and’ we must, therefore 
clearly insist on our own claim that, in the southern 
section we shall have the deciding voice, ‘tho 
reply should therefore put forward “the nob une 
rewonable suggestion that ftom Yesd wonthwatds 
the railyay, zone (assuming it to have the minoral 
Belt for which the Société d'Ktudes have always 
Pred) shall be considered ay forming part of the 

ritish sphere, or, alternatively, thnt tho British 
sphere shall be oxtanded weatweitd. to. include Lingab 
‘onthe Persian Gulf, and that the boundary shall rin 
from Ras Bistana (ititude 26°80" north, longitude 
54° 38" east) to Mohdiobad, and. from theres cast to 
ite intorpoetion with the line defining tho limits ot the 
present British zone. ‘The section of the Jing between, 
Mahdiabad snd Yerd—nbout 50 miles as the crow 
flies —could be in that caso oft, ax a special concession, 
oder the Russian section, 

8, Connected with this question of control is that of 
break of gauge, ‘The obvious polnt for. this ia either 
at Yerd (if British control runs to that point) or at 
MBhdiabstl Tt appears, howevon, hat. with the ailign- 
ment now, proposed a break of gouge is no longer 
considered & strategionl necessity, thus giving His 
Majesty's Government a further opportunity of meeting 
Russian wishes, 

9, The latest Russian proposal for the construction 
‘and management of ports. on the Persian Gulf’ is that it 
abould be exshusively in the hauds of the British group 
of the Socigté'd’Rtudes. ‘The goneral view of tho {nto 
departmental Conférence in that the terminal and an 
other ports should be controlled by a separate Britis 
company to be formed ad hoe, and the two suggestions 
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4b riot seam to be wholly iticompatible, A British com- 
fn wherein our various interests in Southern Persia 
Teas enna nnd ous pise) awa Cems oP Nie tRCeI6ee 
ibis wore all adequately represented, shou nut bo 
impossible to. foria, and should provide all. necessary 
mistantess for harmonious co-operation with the ‘Tran 
Beran Railway, i 

10, Tho Conferends agree that the present. Russian 
roposal for the Société d'Etudes to put forward direct 
To the Perstan Government their petition for an’ option 
for construction of the railway, the petition to be snbe 
sequently supported at Tohsan by the representatives of 
Tussin, Great Britain, and France separately, could be 
aconpted, 

TH. Th ia’ nlgo agrocd, subject to. the neooptaney by 
Rusoid of the prinoiplo of simmiltaneous construction from 
the two ends of the line, that the Russian view as, to 
deciding on parity of tarifé-maty could be mot by saying 
that the question should not be raised until there was an 
Jenmediats pronpeot of tle nottheen and vouthern sections 
aing netvally united: 

1B, To sum up, the conclusions arrived at by the 
Conferoncy concede to Russia :— 


(i) The definite abandonment by ee 8. 
Govurninent. of the Tehran = Tspuban~Shirox~Bunder 
‘Abbas aut 

(Gi) ‘The choise by: His Majesty's Government of one 
specifla ino, tha ‘saving’ timo aud expense, lost. in 
shrveying alfornntive eouton, 

(ik) One: gouige ‘throughout from Astara: to: Bunder 
Abbua, § 

iy.) The postponement of the question of tatill rates 
suit! the tailwaye 4m com plotads 

(v,) If nocessary, extension of Russian control to 
Mahidinbad, 50 miles beyond the Russian sphere, 


On the other hand, the Russian Government are 
aukoil to give Way #0 fut as to agree to — 


(i) he ‘Tobran=Yerd—Baliramabed (Kerman) — 
Bunder Abbas aligument, which, from Kerman onwards, 
have hitherto rafured to aceupt 


iv.) Division of the ling, for purposes of control, into- 
two edotions, Russian and British, involving British 
control over a belt through the neutral sphere, or a 
definite extension of the British sphere, 

(v,) A wider British control of the terminal port 
hun is coutoniplated by the latest Russian proposal. 


13, ‘The Conference is of opinion that the suggestions 
‘aa they how stand represent the utmost limit of what 
His Majesty's Government can safely concede, and those 
covesons must be dependent apon complete aoreptance 
of the counter conditions now formulate: 

14, 'o brig’ about ais ugeeement-on these lines will 
not bo easy, but if) that were all there would at least be 
A prospect of suotess, But, unfortunately, there aro 
various complications which allsot principally the: British 
part of the’ railway, and the difficulties ‘of the situation 
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cannot be fairl without a ol ; 
ewan sian pas hout a eleny understanding, 


(i) The advantages of deciding wy efit 

atignjont avs alnady Hoon noted We its Kenia 
hat the pustular cout, chowén vil bo very costly to 
make, and the Société d’sStudes, who will be called upon, 


to construct and pay for it, may not unnaturally 

ati no the lite they would have eelested pat ¢hay 
think it only fair that His Majesty's Govurnmorit; who 
have left them Hioalternative, should help them to bear the 


extra oxpenso eutailed, Such ni attitude on the part 
the Société would be logical, sind ules His May's 

ernment sire prepared to pay or to agreo to another 
route the wholv undertaking may collapse, aid Russi 
bbe loft fre to build her railways tn the north and drive 
British trade out of Parsia for good. 

(ik) ‘The abave possibility feuds to'tho, consideration 
of the general finncial question, ‘The Trans-Persixn 
Railway is nob’ likely to uttimct the ordinasy investor 
without some guarintes, Such a guaranteo eantiot: be 
found. by the Persian Government without. tho mippart 
of Great Britain and Russia, The latter may bo 
expected to be ready enough, and Hin Majesty's 
Goverament, should consider th advanioe what’ their 
sti wl in gh cv, 

(ii) ‘The Yeed-Bahramabad-Buniler Abba align- 
ment. enters the area of the Kerman Mining Syndionta's 
claim at Muhdiabad, und goed  throngh’ the centro 
of it to within about, 85 miles of Bander Abbas, whore 

16 Nimit of the claim is reached. Now the Korman 
Mining Syndicate and thelr allied group, the Porsian 
Railways Syndicate, have, as the Ruusian’ Government 
have been sonnistently informed, ths pledged’ ou 
of His Majesty's Government th their, oluims,, which 
include ull suining Fighta oxcopt for oll inthe aren 
knownr'ae'the Kermani ning Cousosiony and tho sight 
to build a railway. from Bander Abbas to Kermuan,. ‘tho 
Société d'Etudes have froin the outest held that, the 
‘Truns-Porsian Railway should recolve mineral rights 
over a belt of laid on each wide of tho Iino, and thore is 
thns.a double nogotintion to be carridd ont betwoun the 
Booidis d’Btudes' and the Greenway group. (tha bo 
fayndicates just mentioned) —one for mining vighta and 
one for settlement of claims to railway. construction, 
Certain preliminary utyps to, this oud’ have alrwady, 


, but their position, 
1G nBiranioes of 


1867] 20 
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doteimined subsequently (this Aliabud eaat-south = 
east of Bushire, near Jahrum, must not: be confused with 
the Aliabad shown-on the imap north of Shiraz), and 
from Bunder Abbas vis Shimz to Ahwaz, Russia 
has replied by. expressing the strongest objections to the 
BandebvAbbue-Sbiray-Abiwne lings whihy could in er 
view only be tegurded as designed for a continuation of 
this Bagdad Railway, and, while not objeoting to the 
othe Ti Ri clained Bs tight ta conetinetyysfon 
Tspahan to Shiraz, Ispahan to Abway, Tspalian to Klorem- 
abud, Yerd to Shiraz, and Yeud to Kerman. The last line 
will now bo merged’ in the Trans-Persian Railway, but 
the question arises whether His Majesty's Government 
are ‘now to recognise, explicitly or toilly, the Russian 
veto on the Bundér Abbas-Ahwaz line, snd to accept 
the Rvisian claim to construct the otlier lines specified, 
‘This may sicom to bo travelling outside the seope of the 
‘Trons-Persinn Railway dlivoussion, bub, these questions 
hyo been linked to the negotintions throughout and it 
vould be dangerous to leave them iow on one side 
sill undetermined, ‘The occasion should also be ‘used to 
dispel, or try. to dispel, the Russian idée fixe” that 
British railyiay projects in Persia aim at linking up the 
Bagdad! Railway with India, 

The est aid most, suitable method to effeet these 
two objeoty would seem to be to refer, in the reply to 
the Rusvian Govsrumont, to these: projected railway 
outside, the ‘rans-Porsian Railway: ty say chat His 
Majesty's Govornmont consider that there is noope for both 
Rnssian and British’ eohemes, and that there are no 
insuperable obstucles to, but rather obvious advantages 
in, stich “schemes working in co-operation, «nd that the 
first and most important’ ainalgaination would bo-if 
the Russian Government: would continuo the Molam- 
merab: Khoremabad lite to Burujird, Homadan, and 
‘Tohran, Tt is for futuro consideration whether, in the 
veut of Russia raising serious objection to the railivay 
Tings in Southern Potvin contemplated. by tho. Borat 


Railwaya Syndieato on the geound:thab such lines might,“ 


connust with the Bagdad Railway syste, His Majesty's 
Government might uot give Wome formal uasurance ‘to 
the Russian Government that: such connection is not 
intended, 

(v.) Anat ibm any dosnnd by the Seid andes 
or the British seotion thereof for Snancinl guarantees, 
it may bo expected with somo confidence that the 
roquoits for the option of the ‘TraniPenvian Railway 
svill meet with the reply from the Persian Government 
that their assent dopands upon the geaut of an adequate 
loan. Tt is not nocdssary at this moment to go into thia 
dificult subject, but the contingency must be borne in 
sind fr un wil, in all robsblity, prt strongly 
forucoording the loan, while, Persia being what it is, no 
Joan ein be made without control, which will raiso the 
whole queation of the future policy of His Majesty's 
Governiient in Persia, 


Foreign Ofice, 
March 26, 1914. 
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(13468) No. 190 
Sir I. Mallet to Sin Bateard Grey.—(Recaived March 214) 


(No. 191) 
ir, Constantinople, Mi 
WITH ‘reference to my despatch No: 177 of the 15th ee Tighe ne 


to report that T have received a telegram, dated the 20th instant, fi i 
sommnissioner ou the Tureo-Persian Frontier Commission atating that ihe dete rea 
‘work lns been finished up to the River T'yb, whoro tha Commnission nov ta, 
Hoth parties have further accepted ths foot of the mountains a9 the frontior for 
40 miles from the River Tyb to Balai. ‘Tho quostion of Balsa (telt is to bo reseed” 
unl he Commision arrives here, which will be in about four or five days, 
x. Wratislaw has repeated his’ talegram to His Majesty’ 3 
Bagdad, tho Tohran Legation, and the Governmont of India, Me BeBeraL at 
Thave, &. 
LOUIS MATLBT. 





[14289] No. 191. 


(e.90) Sir W: Townley to Sir Edward Grey. (Received March 31) 
(elogenphic.), Te Tehran, Mareh 31, LOU, 
GABINED crisis, which Iam trying to patelt up, line bern Roaatoaseeiaon 
days, Crisis las boon brought about by numerous opponents of Ain-odeDovleh, whom 
Tatil view a9 tho most capable statesman hero to-day, and who. should Lemmeiacr 
Beinn our fall sapport. I shall soo more olearly in a'day or two, and will telograph. 
in. 





